L]
Whent shies are cold with wintry stars
and hills
Are white with yester-even’s snow, and
lie
In ghostly sinte Boocath the ghostly
sky |
When many a gwsty blasg the darkness
fills
With ever lonely, homeless soumd, and
chills
The window panes with frost; whes
crackling Ay
The sparks about the hearth, and glow
and die,
While in the panse his note the erickst
trills ;

Oh. then bow dear b home! and what » |

e
Of roddy warmth and pesce beguiles
the mind !

And what & charm In listening
the wind
Rlows fierce outside,
sinrry tenis,
divs Awny

pane,
And sver riees loud, and dies again!
o Lrnest Warburton Shuriled.

PIAT L PR
ANNOEL CLAVIONS CHRTASS,

while

throagh  winter's

sronmd the window

Aund

OBL CLAYTOUON was tall and
gannt, with clear, candid, blue
eyen, and his white bands, smali

and pervous-lwmking, were an weil Lepl

as those of 8 woman

He was thirty, and o splash of gray
on wither temple, a strand or two of
white in his mustache, wade him ook
ulder

He was broad-chested and musculiar
by all rules—he shougld have been a wol
dier—he looked an “open alr™ man, bat
for five years he had lven writng aban
stories, poveleites and serials  for the
wWerkly press

{ was gl nervaus work, s name
was becvinlog known, for he had the
happy konek of bleoding pathos with ha-
mor, He had traveied wilely, and an
Ausiralisg bush idy! at the beginuing of
the week would be followed again by a
story of rustic life la the dear West
Country that he loved s well

He lived quite alonr, worked-—and
smoked-—lrom morming to aight, loved
his profession, and bad practically drop
pod all his fricuds—male and female—
snd when a 6t of the not [nfrequeat
bloes gt him by the throat, threw his
pen inte the grate and ordered op his
laudiady’s childrea, and pandemonium
relgued for an hour,

Botvetimes be gave them pennles, bat
not always—small coin of the realm s
not always available 1o suthors—but the
romips were bage, and he sojoyed them

M coursse thers was 3 woman at the
hottom of the tangle of the man's life,
and women complicate things sometimes
~—be would have sald “alwayn™

Om one particular evening he was nlone
and writing, when Jim (Conrfeaay was
shown lo—and Jin was so old sud tried
friend—about the voly friead the louely
self-alworbed mau had, and so the (o
ecomer sal down aod lghted his pipe. and
did not bother the suthor for guite a
quarter of an bhour, and then Noel ruse
and stretched himself,

“What Is it this time, Noel?"

“Oh, the usual thing—love’ and ean-
didly | am gelting so slek of writing
Jove stories”

“Ah! you feed like thint )™

“Man alive, this is Christimas Eve, and
somehow —somehow —my thoughts went
baek with a Jomp, and [ remembered one
Christwar Eve when—="

“Your pipe's out, Noel!™

“Aye, w0 It ix Well, thiere wan one
Christman Bre when -

“My dear boy, are you werrying sbout
ber wtill v

“Yer." and then a long panse——

It Is the privilege of chums to st wi-
feut for a wpell

“And all this happeus] foar or five
years ago. | never henrd the rights or
wrongs of the story™

Noel crossed the room, and digging
el hands Inta his pockets, louked =t
his chum.

“I'here s nothing to know, After the

four happy years of mareied lle, troulle
canie betwesrn us, les came hetween us;
atd-—and—here | am and it's Chrimtman
Eve. Of course our baby was ruly a
mite—a wee, blpecyed, golden-hulred
mite: conlda't walk, emwled, you Kuow
but we were awilful chutis, nid when abn
went and took our mile—well,” sod the
man's lnngh hurt bis awn ears.  “Wall,
then | toik to writing love stories—love,
old chap, with a happy endling—i
bridesmunids, bouguets aod blissiogs,
sud"—his temporary excilement Lnd left
hlin—he ndded dryly

“And It pays! Now go, old chap. |
wust got my stulf done for the early

s

post,” and Chum went out whils Noel

tirned agaln to bis Interruptel work.
Betweea each line on  every

gquaint turos of expression, qualul

thoughts bauuted blm, & dead past spole

o hjm.
The girl-wife had been very sweet,
very lovable, very ULeautiful—and bind

miarred (wo lives,

There sbould be a special place of tor

ment for the person who deliberately
ocomos botwoen two people whoilove each
other and smilingly warps two lves,
Pearl Clayton was as easlly led as
a child, s soft, emotiousl, weak Hitle
womasn, and whea Noel returned from
faw days' bolidsy be found the bouss

| nemannesd Wi terribily

| sived wtocking he foduesd the turse !
knit, vl Bow bulky it bsoked and el o
Chiristipas
i Jmad

Poarl gsed to draw her low wicker
cliap
akntily
| And doway and Baffy for the

wevined o
B Ve W

of courwe, &

Nowl e

T <1 T3
vy she
Hogees woan bis right hamd

toiiely bnspplred bim

ing

oval

~NTTY
ter all

samman his landlady's children, bul
orpt for Mimsslf, the house wan cmpty
There was 8 Clirlstasas Eve party going
Wi,
were attending It

since Cham had
ald familine tonch ou his wrist, It
imagination of coarse, he Jdid uot lﬂ-r-ul
turn his bhesd, and thea be was l.-nn--.:l
jutn blue eyen, io the rounl galden-curisd
framed facw of u boy of four, who lankh
ol gp ot bim and presented a rosebuld to

e K imsand,

“iomluess, child-——where on earth 4o
you cowme from? and whoe—who Lruughit
yen? What s your pame ™

preparations (o climbing 8 11

and yet wilh a aweel alr of comuinisd:

tir binsy,

et and tie tall man, saddenly releaning

| lieks stamps off lotters, and loves bacon

i und bodled egge

page

closed ana Pearl and Maby had depart

ol

Noel dritted for w little bit, the shoek
bt his pon wis
his sole sopree of Jpneome, and It had
b il 1F basly aind sonl wors to be kep
tagether, aml in » few weeks (i
Bad, to sgne wxient, rogained hs menta |

yery

P lance, st s work lnpsaved
he eve of Chreistinas Wl the o
Isell appoals to most hearts, and on thi |

partleniar Noel e thinking bae
Al thinking back while lhe

How well he

e

wrle

retenihersl (he extra

worming And  then e
aod thes -martied life

scribbling B

nllege
When the was on hin

LS
to his weitiong taibie, kaittlog |

white matenial, =0

Bngering
yapective
remnrks she mad
Ilentify thea
writing 1
Byw yeut

the few
hime in il
winat was
n ha prpened

Wearer, amd

ith lie
this
AT
Chve o) Jletle triek Pearl had, am

}
o141

temibersd It this eveulog

i

|

|

|

[

When his pen was working """l
wasd to jay the tipe of Der)
|

just wher
did ot
He declared
they wore such ok

Nhe
lngat

mee'ts W risl Invn

fsle Bl in the lver

tipped flgers, and so sal), and he bad
aften written with the tiny
nret

todich on his

mlimost
up froa
farce
Rut, of

nncotsciansy
time tO thine at a
o deep violet eyes love lit
SO, was QOve yeurs

anly peep

AW !

this |

agn

o he wrote letle hile
little 1}

that Chu

fealing
hail mot stuyel
T
wors befoee him, and the
i ehat, and |

o
for af
honp's
1 alt

wen Ve iyt

e unly another half

Moy o

peraajs

ves tedocdimmed, wan teare

"1 have retuened, Nost" It was »

1 thriled him

gunvering L vilee, Ll
Mow like she wam 1o thelir chilld,
Vil then the bells elashed forth thale
T2 "Meare o Karth, Gasl Wi
'owp i Men vl toe gwa hasrts they
riied B swedter, deepiey message atill
No word was spaken A smiall Agure,
tomoking Jacket that reached ta lie
wels, Kend At the dividing door, au
gvr fave turued to elther

Arwl Boshoaid aml wirte klssed sllently

OLD CHRISTMAS SAYINGS

Al olill Geridp saying s that be
worts L and 12 o'vlock st Chiristmine
v water cun he Inrost Into wines

A Mwetstenogrin suylug wt Christ

wmoeve I “To-nlght varth s Blended

h Paradise™

e Bnigs, op entill it ot bhe &l
ol tee burn Hsell out o Chrlstmas
ve or thepre will be n denth In the
ity within the yenr

A Magvar superstithony I8 that any
et whia enls nuts witheost honey on
Christtans will Yose his teeth

hew be that a plilow Turmesd ne
widulght will bring dreams of & o
i hiwer

1t m pblieky to tnp oo Christmeas
lay.

The  anctent Seanlinavians and
AugloeSaxons culled Chreistions ~Moth
w'e Night,” the name twing  hapded
dowti to the Chrstinniged people from
an old pagun feslival for nerly  cele
bentadd atwait (s sesnson of The yoar

fhe Sicilan ohlidem  place  penny

the huvds Clhiristigan eve b
caree they belleve 3t alwave tlowers
st ithe esact bhonar of Christ's hirth

THE NEW LEAF
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of the bells that he knew would riog gar l
in 8 few hours. l

He was just In the frame of mind

)
v |

and Mrm, Marsh awd lber progeuy

He had teen writing for ball an hour
beft him, and felt the
wan

chill began to make

i

aud the

.

Yy kuee.

“Who broaght you here, Huly Eoi?
How did yon come? |
Noel felt ke an leish member of Par
Uumeut, for ! bt |
a weoo formt, foll of hngs and Kieses, got ,
fast bold upon him, aud sald gravely

B ROBAREF Was givewn,

and uow If you're Bot

o'

mistor Father
“Yea, my son "
“*raps—1'd better go to bed”
“iut, my child—my Nitle »on

lwonght you here? whero v your moth

“J ust

whn

O
apen

liis first-born, paced ap and down
ciirse, Chug bnd Jeft the door
and someose had told the chilld to walk
stralght iu-—and the child bad wtrakglit
ba
The

e now,

was oo the
med It
thal

palhor—NAhls tiny wan
saylog things to the eat
deseryed) every word, belng 8 cur
byudds deep

sail

thrust his

Leitin pocketa and looked down,
eyndd, at Liptle Bunny-face
“Yeu perbaps you had better come to

bed,™
-

fas

. . . . . -

11 Chum would uuly ecoms, If some-
thing woull ooly happen ta break the
plence, & silence ouly eleft by the sigh
of a child

The cliurch was ouly at the and of the
wlieet

He cuuld bear the bLell-ringers shuf-
fling along the frosty pavement, in & fow
minutes —and he beot to his work

Halt nsleep, half awake, he was con-
scious of the old, slmost forgotien teuch
upon his wrist—a droam doobtless—but
he could wot shake it off, and then he
looked down.

| ropitlend the malden

A live conl should never be carrisd

oat of the house on Christmes v

All chililren v &l widuight oo
Ihweinber 31 will bovume great  aond
Fatimrts

A Yauthful Sehemer.
Little Fwersaon— You don’t lwlleve la

any such eldicwlons myth ss Sanla
Claus?

Tough Jimmy Naw! I'mi pext to
dst game Al de same, Um0 good

graft to let on you bellese 1w bim an'

gt al) dut's eoquin’ o you,

An Insuperable GOhjrvilon,
would like te give myself (0 you
Christinne yuung
ll"'lr" o .‘il-‘ ':"' i L

ne a e, maid

"Irapa does bot allow e (0 recelve

expensive presents Croms young men™

Fown Topls

| tar

Misnie,

Sessevesnssssnsnssasens | alternon’s amussient to welcoms her als.

: Aunt Diana
E The Sunshine E
4 of the Family -

 —————
calren v

It wan finilly settled, Allsan felt that

duty ealled her home, and soon the day
vame when ahe had to part from At
Niana It wan & sail leavetaking and
the temrs were I Alison's ¢yes fong aflter
e train sicamed slpwly inte the (hes
terton station Allson gathered up  her
numerons articlea of travellng gear, and
looked ont with same osgeroness, bt Hog
or'n tall Bgure was vowbhers fn sight, and,
much  dlsappointed and perplexsd) she |

gave a porter Instructions aboat her Ly
eling botes

"Wl you foteh e & onb, please Y fal

tered Aliman, foeling remldy io cry agnain
At her loneliness, and waonilering st o
er's onkind desertion. sl then a1l st

once she snconnteresd a pair of round hlye

even, very wilde open Nhe starts) . yos
there was ihe while mouth, the deoll
freviled  face that  she  temembersd w0
well ; of ourse It was Radel, gronn, but

oot otherw ise altered, grinning af®ably at
hes
“Why, Rudel™

she reclalm=d, reproach

Pally, *why Jdid you pot speak to me? |
was looking for Roger, and nearly passn)
your by ™
o, bt | sheald have hallooed all in
g time” Mo retornesd, wihth  anot her
grin, shaking hands with hor, bat
ing (rom any warmer fraleron
As som an shie wan saled in the eab
he gt In afier gl provesdesd 1o g
foiwn tan " Yoo woukld s ke
e to ga iielde, 1 s ipguses & salll In
A geerd-bumorell. dawdling yole theer
vals are s stufTy they make = oW
iv |t
o wutside W vou like r riel A
- W £ e him him, bval rad r s
| T Al 1 1 A N miliran
s, It wits [he ene
teadictory “we have not far
o go, and eabby In so unastially st
there womild not be room for (Ml LR 1
| by the by= loger told me tell you
that father told him that sopwehasdy rlee
il come to The siation, av e coild not

bhe sjmred o was awlolly paat alesgi
he sald | ahould be pno
have nnt e,
grin that themienes) 1o bavaine & laggh

“I wish dwmr Rager oonld |}
come, but | am glad to see you LT}
Alison’s reply “I th yisa
wottld have kissed me after two years of

and |

birlp

L] eh Y with anoe

Tows,

vl b 1ght

| abarnee "

“h, | never kiss girls,” redlilening vis
ihly.

YNt your dlaters ™™ pxcinlmed
sini, Il & grieved valee e, Nudel,
you el not ta be so ot i and uokind. ™

“ nin't one or the othee™ ng

e n

[0 up

at thin reproamh “I think it s fret-rate
your coming, | mean and you are no
|ond of & brick to do I, and™ with »
stdden burst of eanfidence, *] shogldn’t
mind giving you & kiss now and then
when you wanted It partiealarly, if you
| would promise not to tell Missle ;| | wonld
ool glve hor one—no, nat if she wire to
ask e on her bended konees—a stnck-up
little minx [
“h, Rudel, for shame! Mabel ln as
mreh your alater s | am®™
“No, she lsti't, and never shall be "™
growled the lad. "I tell you whatr, Al
| won, you Are an out-andoutsr, and ne

mistake, and 1 will help yoa Aght all your
battlen, that 1 will, aa sure a8 my nawe
ls Hadel, and that ia betier than ever s
many kisses ™

“Iear Rudel, T am wsure you mean
kindly, thongh you have such a funny
way of ahowing It; but | bave no wish
ta fighit any ane™

you will be obligsd ta fAght
wish for It ar not,
ol bt
further nrgument on this sub

ok, bt

whether you
rejoinder Misan

wan the wias

spared any

Joot, an they hmd reached The Tlolma sl
In another tisment wers deiviog ap the
graveled aweep letweon rows of dust)

evrrgtrens
e Holms was & singulaely Lulle hoges

A sjuare, stobe hall, wtenepeted anl

Cruel Man, chilly looking, led ta the kitcheot and ork

Mra. Newpopre—Charley, what are you o dowestle offiors, sll on & Inrge sonle
golug 10 give baby for Cheistwos? and unusoally momy; & wide Right of
My, Newpop (with vislous of past Stone steps, differing from the modern
nlghts) —A sleeptng potlon If he Keeps stalroane Ly belug also uncoversd, led w

o Jike he has Intely,
Where Estenslon Was traved.
dun't you, dear? asked minwma of D

Vi
“No'm

THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT,

my stomi ok ™ Judge

Koeeliug us of yore beslde him, bjue

Yo wish youy stiwking wan bigger,

the sitting rooms, diping room, dmwing
roam, schoosl rosm, and study, all open
Ing on to & uarrow coreidor, Sited Teom
etid 1o end whih books—bwouks Hiteralyl
lining it fram fAoor to eelling

As Allwon wearlly ascended the stops
a thin ladylike woman In & hilack gown,
with a depressed, gentle faoe, came o
the hond of the stairoase.

“1 am wso gind Lo see you, my desr’
Ve maid, kissing her alfectionately, “Why
1 do helleve you are grown, Allson! you
ure taller than | expected Lo se you, bul
you nen looking gmile”

‘ “Oh, that s sothing,” returned Al
son, hastily “I am tired with the Jour
noy.”  Vor just then she did not wivh 1

| locks to ba too keeuly eriticised. “Where
are the othiers, Mine Lalgh —father, Maba!
Ill.ui Poapple T

| “1 i w0 sorey, Allson, that T am the
only one to greet your homecoming. Ma
bel and Popple are out; they had an
Invitatlon to an afternoon party st the
Brownlow's: It In little Stacy's birthday
I wantod Mabel to stay at home snd let
Papple go withoat ber, but whe would
not hear of it"

“Never wind, returned Alison, guletly
but whe was cousclous of a hurt, chilled
fecling as Mlaa Leigh brought out this
Inme excuse, Thin was her return home
after two yoars’ absence, and yet Hoger
oould not be spared to meet bher st the
station, and Mabel could not glve up an

1t

Ve

Ter Her father wan buny am usinl | prob
nlly he hmd forgotien her existence ad
Whis tloe,

Yol oare very tired, my dear” eon
Pimeesl Mins Lelgh, disturbad st the ypoung
girls wudidely gravity and paleness, “Nhnll
' ke Yl Toh YOF rosiig nfu‘ we il you
& cup of tem? 1 darvesy you would

like to be gulet & Hitle™

“Phank you,” eeplied Absan, grateful
Iy, Nude! skipped up after her, (hree
mirps AL A L) ims,

I suppose you de sl wanl (o see

Alwon T

Hiulky now

N e Interruted Miss Lalgh, “your
wister In threed, el . v hnd Ieiter go
divwn and len wr ta rest,'

toh, | was not talklng ta you, Mother
1olgh wan the bay's e retart and
ns Allson turnsd reund to shake her head
at B, sle diseswersd him in the Aot

of making one of ks favorite Paces &l the
Lok “Ue gOVerTiese

“1 when he
Bad s Mo lontly
¥l tald Allson abouat her roe

"N, Hude returnsd  the
much endaring Miss leigh
Fhenn 1| whall 1 enll i
Missie's, no one bl & girl wonld do
Wing . lere abe has bewn and taken
ronns, Allsn, = mother’s things

1 f
and poething e

of the unraes

i, he almerysl

relleved Ble feelings, *have

MYy,

sim ¥

uf
sich &
yaar th
UL
‘l“l
w il
"“Oh
Miss Yelgh

Al Ay %
Is awlully

fi'sags
Miw
"y | wwtas *

het ta glve I uj
phout M, win't ¥
Iuadel ! do be gulel,’” re
worried voles Al

in the ald
sork Koew so well
vop are ! and | wanted to tell your sinter
Allson 1 A very
vy, It Mahel

virtn, and maost L

paika 1o ywur

qubedtly my dear —_

has u;-;---.nl.n'-nf yulifr
peerly reliees te glye
absoat It
el i

Wl

father

sald it
alppify, that ! eypesfeid g
‘I.p iront w A
fasl

. we your viEll 1o ne W
i ! L
sty el
sre plumt N Feturueml Allson
slem the guvariiies
A 1t sliep
pn Mise Talgh oponsl the

Niw i marls

hore toetileht ®
f n back poom
I have

rgrned Mias |.2igd

prt afmid you w J k

sile 1) A e

e an 1
o . ert Lemlly tt 1
I ARy ugly Foem

{ wanis peppering, and the sarpet e
drendilly ol
ils. bt will B very W otmaryed
Al ean otly Lt she ko) roand her
h & wuking catl neterthelras I
Mabel's nld rovm and very shalihily

kitehon

wan

irnlabhal, and  loaked

garden and the sawnllls
Mhe

an Miss

it e 1]

wiened with well amaamel pativnw
I+igh
mysimentn
A limom il past

little

t the
had
know I
laliie

L LT
eMrcted

the susy

pointed o

and were

hair rosund laken

from Miss Lolgh's awn room; the fack |

sins and geraninms ln the hlus vase were
Rudel had oon
ihat stosd on

and even

green

Hoger's gift
trilmitedl The hig
e window ledge

"Sow, | will send you up your tea”™
wlaerved Mine ‘.l‘h at last, when the
bones had arrived, and Rodel bad asalot
wl te nnstmag them | “thers v no hurry,

fern

piy dear: you will bave nearly two hiars
to vomireelf to ungack and rest ™

Alimon teded to anwser cheerfully, but
bet head was aching in st now . the
tvars were very near the surface again
but she bamitlesdl with (hem bravely

. CHAFTER ¥

A rup of exerlleni ta was vory resfors

tlee in lig offectn, and when Allson had
freahened her (lred face with cold water
and  brushed  hee disheseled  locks, and

exchanged her traveling dress for & lght
cool-lonk ing, wephyr cloth costame, e
felt presenl hersell 1o
the evitlen) eyen of her father and Mabel

“May 1 o In lned &
that she kuew at onee Hoger's, and
in & woment she had wprong joyfully te
the donr

“Uih, Wiger, you dear old fellow, | am
wo wlnd to sew you agabn '™ she exclalm
wi, forgetting all her troubles in the sight
of hin familiar face, Evidently her plons
wl wtrong

lees reluctance 1o

™ ar

volre

ure was reciprscated ;. & pair

arms dlmost §ifted hir off her feat, and
Lope hier aevims the rooin toward the win
dow, anid. after o basty kiss or 1w, Bog

er gt Bls hatd under her obip apd grave
Iy Annpeted ber

t are glad to mew e, he
hinve

"I mipigee yiv

ohweryesl al letigth, “as sou biwitts

crying evillenily at the p urabils anel

Ko you are sorry (o codng Lo
eh? and rather roprimeh
“yuu mre waoted very twllly hore '
te fay her

was a litl

1] ] (1R
Alimam,
fully

A sy 's was
down o Nls arme; this
weds for her  Jaided s fon
mote tearn wonld come,  Hoger had found
her out, as she Knew he would

“Catie pow, this wan't da, Allle,” he
mld, with s st of soothing rooghoess
“woe sball peok yoo back again ta Aunt
Inas, If you are going to fret. | looked
fior rather n different groeting after two
yrars’ Alimenoe o

“1 can't help "
dismise her tears; ™
erytiving seelins sirunge
lsa Aunt Dhana.'
«, shie haw spollel
hiave grown & dainty

“Oh, no; | that
way." interrapted  Lbm  breeathlessdy
You can no underwiand, Woges
bt there in wach n mined feoling |
bave wanted yoiur Wil these two yeurs ;| you
have pever been out of wy mind a slogle
l'-‘ .t

“Well, 1 am glad to hnve you back ta
weold you properly. What molor are your
nyes  gonerally, Allson?  They are as
iink an an Albino's to-nlght."

“It In my turo to look st you," she
returned, trylng to plock op s Hetle
wpirit,  “"Why, you bave grown s mus
tache, Tloger. How well It soite you |"
but Roger only broke Into n mwerery langh.

“Did you ever see wich o handsome
fellow? Heally, Hudel and 1 are marvel
ous apachinetin of manly beauty, Mo bents
me In frecklew, though, ha, ha!" And
Hoger quite rocked himself in merriment.

L.
only Answer
fnie

LLE ] apdrits,

sl

sabl, Irying te
tred, and ov
bermight, and |

for us; you
fittde Indy, Allle™

yeui
am oot wspoiled in
whe

guite

n mean trick |

L Mal R

“What a tiresame hoy :

1 like the Yook of you very muoch™

returted Allson.  “Your bale In a ltthe
rough —and, oh! your bowsts are sy
You lmve wanted we te keep you In
oo™

1 don't s (o mnich yon, samrhow,”
he  olmervml "Iy your nlwaym louk me
though you were Just turnel ot of &
bandix? 1 wieby you wenld take Missle
uiid Popple In hend | they Arive Mins
lakigh ernny with thelr untidiness (N,
we are & happy family, Allle nething
bt Wdlling and eonlog. and that sart of
Vo i et el and Missie for

You might take Hodel and Missle for
poiple of love birds, the sweel young
craatures are oo Tund of sael other, and
as for Papple and Minale sk, there be
A epeelimen of the home  mosle  dulest
wtralie fleating up Wi staltiane  “Phere
goes Misain’

Allwon's brow knltted with soms per
lexity we whe listened,  “Flora, will you
g0 Inte your swn mem? 1 lnsist on I
yii mre et fit to be seen In that torn
fruek in & shnrgpy, wivlleh vo

What does it matier? Nlia wen'|
mind,” tnon shelll olidish trelile . “you
are s ctoes, Malbel Ihs 1ot e tomme I
with youu sl wee Alisan”

N, po; do oas | tell ywui [ yon whall
cillive 10 |.<..r||:1| here ! yon have traim
pled e my deess mmil tofn seine wf the
telmming, you bhoreld ligde thing! 1 will
{el papw If you Are ss baughty and
then he will pat let you we down e
toa ' Here an eapressise rome on Pop
pla's part Interrapted the disussion, All
woit, who enilid bear He ke,  moved
qulekly tn the door and apenml §t A
pretiy looking, faichalied girl, dressed
s w bal aptidily and in bad style, with
ather & vivenlsh supiression on her fHosh
od face, wan sinpnding Jwt outside Al L]
rwrii, Aand belind heoe 8 ssmewhiatl plain
ele glel betw eht and nlie yenre of
age, rather smia 1 wiA e and with »
" i &Ll fa he Idel's, only I
wan just noow poackersd wpy with of ying
& rod. nflamed spot on one chesh was

| evidontly the resali f a spmart binw on
heer sinier’'s gart n pavmenl for ithe tors
IMmming

“llow do vou do. Mabel ¥ she sald,
with 8 simewthinl I miute of

ek ieane o W prevent Popple

ning ta s | | ot help heariug
Fok aperke w0 L. sannd | da ot mind atie
it how she lovks LR PVuppie

T 1 teit the child, evidentiy ashy and
jpant hiy the late fracms, held tack In an
emubarraseed wanoer it Missis gave
wer & rough puash "Why don't yen gu
to Allsr, yuu stupld Hitle thing T ahe
salil eromaly, fur ahe was pul oul a8 hinr
siator's sudiden apprarancs oo the sene

Fimne o ©n forve her o v 1o
me ] we shall e very good friends direst
¥, returied Alisitt, sorry for the peor
Lill's awhwnarilness "Wame wilh e
Pappie dear , Rager be in my room, aod |

will show you the pretty sew game |

have hrovught for you ™
The child's face beightensd In &
wenil, sl abe moved instantly to take Al

[l

son's hand | again Missie Interpused
“Mhe must changs her frock, Alleon
tom Is Just ready, ad 1 Lhear papa’s step

I the garden, Jle will be vory angry if
Popple looks rough of untidy , and | oan
nist allow bim o b veasd,” pursing ap
ber lips with & virtusus s piession

Allson contralled & gl retort with
mouge Jihalty Hlie had futly ewpectml
ta find Mimie & mont aggravating little
persan, or why should Mies Leigh eom
plaln of her so bitterly? Hul the reallty
wan worss than she snlhcipmted

Never mind,” die sald, oalmly ; “we
miial ot wes pmps, mnst we, PoppleY |

will bolg you ehatge sour frock, and per
haps after all ey have tithe to look
I the Bah ponds™ Al @ i ot amod ey
glance ni Mimie, Al
chearfully lead the
bhirm hier Paam

As Allsen, after dressing Pogple, rams
divwn the staleomse with the child wtill
clinging to her, Mr. Merle suddenly mads
bis apgearance fram the stidy, Je al
ot started &t the sight of his danghter,
and an of pain crosssd his
handsome, carewarn lare In ithe dim
Hghat Aliwan recalled ber motfior oo plain
iy 1o his syen

", papm,”
puttiug up bher
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that s el
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she sald, hurrylug to him,
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Ry, patted br, tald
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Misale in
gave g whimy el
Ing Inuigh ne Allson entersd with her fath
r I e yorir place
Allacsis e
LLTOT but 1
disturh fomight.,™ a veusd look
yroswed Minsio's fuece, bat an Hudel wan
alrendy grinning in hopes of & row she
nted him

Whon they rease from the (e
firmt words were & perempiory order for
Popple to pud away ber toys and go to
led,  This besd e m foolile protest on Miss
lelgli's jmr

“It in not sa very Inte
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sipgeme this will
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Minsle'n

Mabel, and Pop
pie hnw not seon her sialor for fwo yoams
1 think she might walt & lltle longor."

"1 oam not golng ; there now 1" sbaerved
the child, delinotly, guite abliviogs of her
fuihor's prewnee

“o b, Pags,  1'H back yon"
Wudal, rubbing his bands ;s
touch you as long s | am here,”

Malwl's eyes Hashied. “You horeld, roids
bay, "upa O But here Allson gently
Interfarad,

“You will go to hd pow, dear, will you
ot Y she whinpersd In the chillil's ear,
“and | will come and tuck you up, and
wish you good-nhght."  Apd thus proph
tiated, Popple’'s sullonness vanlaliod, and
e Lrotied an at onee

(To be continued, )
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