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A Sufficient Statement for
County Division.

BELL'S ARGUMENTS REFUTED

Quotations from Tax Roll that Show
No Small Graft In Favor of the
County Seat Taxpayers

In some three or four columns of
“flapdoodle’” the Crook County
Jourtal of last week set up a howl
about the proposed creation of a
new county from parts of Crook,
Lake and Klamath. It was about
as profound as one would expect
from a base ball “‘rooter’’. It is
the world-old style of "'goble” used
by those who have no argument
that will appeal 1o a reasonable
mind, viz: that it is all done by one
man for his own selfish interest
Such an accusation can be made by
apyone even in the toval absence of
evidence but it is used almost ex-
I«llmwis- by the shallow-minded
It deserves nio answer

All will be anxious to learn the
facts impelling the west side to
this r-rp,]f.;l'.l‘lll We shall state a few
collected from the tax-roll in the
office the county clerk. It

ol

of the tax hist including  all
from M 10 Z you would find
no person whose

names
that

a timber ciaim: and that no person
whose address is Bend 18 asscssed
less than $1000 un onc or 1750 on
two. When called upon to explain
this at Powell Buttes Mondav night
Judge Bell gave the specious reas-
on that claims “'in the Cascades'’
are selling for $2000 to $2500 wiile
those in the Blue mountains are
difficult 10 sell at $1000. Even as
late as May a man in Bend sold
a claim for $1.200 and this was
the first sale reported even at that
Now, at what rate should
Illiln\'-rll_\ valuation be fixed, Listen
[to the statutes (B & C Code
| 3057:)

Alter qualifying and “forthwith
AsSsessINg Al propertly in the county

price

T

the asscessor shall return to the
lcounty clerk on or before the first
Mouday in Sepltember next follow

ing the assesamient roll with a full
and complete assessment of such
taxable property entered thercon
includivg a full and precise descrip-
tion of the lands or lots owned by
each person therein named on
March 1, at the hour of 1 o'clock
A m ’ and every person
shali in the county

]

be assessed
of March "

Now have the board of cqualiza-
tion any right to place upon prop-
erty the valuation it possesses in
September when the law sets the
time at March 1, For instance, a
man at Howard, visited by the as-
sessor and sweanng in his property
in March, has a mine that is worth
virtually nothing, but before Sep-
tember he makes a “'sirike’” that
yields phenomeoal profits. Would
the board tax the value in Septem-
ber? Suppose a wmill company, vis-
itedd by the assessor and swearing
their property in March, have
4,000,000 feet of lumber worth 10
ser thousand at retail.  Belore
.Leplcmbct. a8 occurred on the
Pacific coast last year, lumber rises
$5.00 or more. Would the board
assess the company for facoo  ad-

ditional? Or suppose the lumber
should burn, there being no in-
surance. Would the board strike

the name of the mill company from
the tax roll? Of course not. The
question is self evident. Judge
1I's reason is only a flimsy ex-
cuse, The discrimibation s a
ft, pure and simple, and no one

nows it better than the judge.
Judge Bell also gave the differ-
ent items of ex iture from the
general Yund for 1907. . Among
them was 'Salary of Water Master
" This is provided for
n & bill draftel by, the Chamber

{f Commerce committee in Port-
and aot yet introduced in the

THE REASONS WHY

where he resides on the first day |

The tax roll shows that FPrineville
merchants are taxed ut from 17 per cent
o 27 per cent of their stocks. Mer-
chants cutside of Pringville are taxed on
from &o to B per cent of their stocks.
Mr. Lafollette says that perhaps it is
hecadse the outside merchanis are
more honest.”  Guff!

legislature. Suppose a few more
such bills were drafted and fail o
pass. It would be easy to build
court houses with the surplus in
the general fund

The judge showed that after all

such legitimate ''expenses’’ were
paid there would be ouly £5.000
left in the county general fund

This was to prove that heavy wvalu-
ation on the west side is not a court
house graft. Then some impudent
citizen asked how they could pay
for a court house foundation cost-
ing 148,000 The judge replied
that he koew “but he did'nt have
to tell.”  Keep your weather eve
on that §4.000

The judge further had the cop
per plated gall to boast that Prine.
ville bad always assisted develop
ment in the west end; that they
even sent a delegation to the Port-
’:.\nr! Irrigation Congress when the
first segregation near Hend
applied for, The [act is that they
fought the segregation clayming 1t
to be timber land on sccount of the
juniper, and their leading spokes-
| man at the congress in Portland,

whs

11. N. Williamson, denounced it as |

[a landgrabbing scheme, And  be-
|hn'.:l the county general fund suf

fered to the extent of $200. Coun-
expenses of the delegation men-
noned above

Prineville is assessed over $750 on | 8200 to pay the lobby against the |

Stockman county bill. Judge Bell
admitted this at the Sisters Wednes-
day wight but said if anybody
“kicked' he would “‘pay it back."
What a prodigy of public bonor.
Now some one burglarize the
judge’s house and if you get caught
“give it back."” If Deschutes
{county fails, wonder bow much
{the lobby bill will be this time
| There 1s one question, however,
which the county court does not
explain and even the judge with
! logic s entirely around

ais l.||]\ M
[it. A clear majority of the eléctor

sl

late of Crook county last June re
auested that no court house be
built The court proposes 1o

Why? ‘llu bene
fit Prineville. They say, with the
|!-'i.m-{.=-! intnocence thut when the
county is divided we will get our
[share of the appraised value. In
view of the rankly uniair assess-
[ment, it would be a case of Prine
ville putting in two bits, and West-
ern Crook puttiog in four bils and
then dividing the pot. And does

batld it anyhow

It would prohably be well worth while

fur that part of Crook which js left arter
the creation of Deschiutles county o ap
set this grossly uneqoal tax roll.  Ig wiil

| be an easy mntter, and n salutary lesson
to the Prineville grafters

anvone for a moment suppose that
the building five vears [rom now
will be appraised at its original
cost!

The [-own-the-earth-you-keep-
off-the-gruss swagger and the John
[.. Sullivan sneer of Prineville is
gone. The Journal pathetically
wails that they '‘are up against the
real article this time'’ and old Crook
huth nowhere to hang her bat. Of
course its bad but you can't re¢peal
human nature by an act of county
court. Men are prone to suffer as
long as evils are sufferable, but a
persistent policy of corruption and
equivocation will make the most
patieat secede.

Prineville is just haoging outo
the band wagon with her toe-nails,
aud she doesn't look well after her
record of insolence for years, In
the past she has been as bashful as
the sailor was with his landlady:

Olack,” sald my lady, “'is it grog
you'll try,

t}r‘pmr?th or toddy, if perhaps you're
dryr”

°'()h;"' said the sailor “though | can't
refuse,

You see, my lady 'taint for me to
choose,

' take the grog to fuish off my
Junch

And drink the toddy while you wix
the punch."

~A VOTER.

Kverybody reads The Bulletin.

\ANOTHER_IH_LLRUM'

Will Build from the Coast
| over Cascade Range.

\CONFIRMS DESCHUTES LINE

Iluccnl Transactions in Rallroad Cirs
cles Indicate that Hill Will Tap Or-
egon with Many Roads,

Announcement has been made
inn Portland that the Northern Pacif
ic has purchased the Astoria &
Columbia Kiver railrond It &
now said that it is a part of a Hill
plan to build down the west coast
of Oregon from Astoria, across the
Cascade range and connect with o
line to be built up the Deschutes
| river, the line across the Cascades
| to be pushed across the state Lo the
eastern boundary

Such a report as the above isn of
interest to the people of the upper
Ieschutes valley, as it confirms the
that it is Hill's intention to

build up the Deschutes river, It
| has long been surmised, on pretty
go«l grounds, that the Oregon
Trunk Line was backed by Hill
and this report from Portland only
confirms the belief Work on the
Oregon Trunk Line up the Des.

belief

vou should take the second volume |ty records show it was to  pay the Iiliutt" caAnon 1s now wu*pcml:l‘.. due

to the actwon of the reclamation

The records alss |service, but it is also generally  be-
address is now |show that the same fund shrunk |lieved that right of way through

the canon will ultimately be granted
the Trunk Line

The Portland Jourpal, in report-
ing the sale of the Astoria & Co-
lumbia River road to the Northern
Pacific, says:

“Suryeyors haye been in the field for
some time betneen Seaside, the coust
terminus, and Tillamook, They have
been working nstensibly under onlen
irom the Hammond management, but it
is now believed that these operations are
bt u part of the Hill scheme of invaston
of Harriman territory, This explains
the warmith of e contest that has been
ot between the Astoria & Columbia
River and the Pacific Railroad & Navi-
gation company apents lor rr:‘.-h of
letween Scaside aml Tillamos 11
“It is reported that the Oregon  LCoast
& Fastern, promoled by Haker & Cralr
tree of St Louis, a part of a great
schieme of il 1o rib Oregon from north
o south amnd from east to west, In con-
| juction with the proposed line from the

maouth of the ]h‘-l"lu‘.t- river to central
Uregon, 1f auchi a plan Is worked out,
| the Hill companies will have a sysiem

varalleling the coast and crossing the
state [rom the mouth of the Stustaw, via
Hugene, to central Oregon. and there
| connecting  with the Deschiates river
ling, completely hemming in the most
productive portions of the state

MONEY SPENT ON ROADS.

| Prineville Pays No Road Tax Yet Uob-
bles Greater Part of Fund.

| A careful canvas of the reconls dis-

| closes the fact that the amount expenid.

ed in 1905 on roads in the area proposed

Wi Y

s

| 405,20, andl thal in tgoh it was §29b. 50,
Ihe county judge has stated that the
amount expended in this area for road
purposes last vear was betweets  $6,000
and §8.000, The astosishing difference
hetween the judge’s statement and the
fucts which the county reconds disclose
onth only be explained upon the theory
that the eounty bas two sets af books—
one of which is pot open to the inspec-
tion of the general public. Perhaps
Judge Bell, by referense to these priule
accounts, can explain why fi6.00 worth
of beer furnished to a crew working om
the Prineville-Shaniko road lest year is
charged up to the county as “incidental
expetse,’”

As d mutter of fact, anyone wonvers
sut with Crook vounty conditions knaws
that practically all of the road expendi-
tare lor 190b (the voucher to the road
master calls for $5,400) has been made
on the highway between Prineville and
Hay Creek, a roml which Western Crook
pever uses, That is o say, the area
proposed to be included in Deschutes
couuty pays over one-half the total conn-
ty road tax, Prineville pays not & penuny
.5 it and then she hogs the fund for her
own particular romds, No wonder this
division will be like “cutting off both a
man's legs," asa Priveville man re-
marked,

. . »

When property in Prineville is assessed
st from one-sixth to cnethind its
value, while that on the west side is as
sessed at from one-hall to one and one-
half, and when in addition to this Prine-
ville pey y no road tax (though its
roatls bridges cost the county & pret-
ty figure anuually) Prineville can

gawe thea,

be included in Deschotes county was | .

tinly afford o subseribe
bllld:ng ]ud.gm:]l,'n ¥ mmk,mrl railroads from ex P 01
house—amd be abead of i

the | Ations wherever the
fies expansion,

A comparative statement of the fevy
pail by Prineville and by the halkpee o
'L‘moh gounty for the pul"'l.h!'n' yeary
ol ws: ' ’

] 1 1ot
Prineville .i{;, lz 4 It
Crook county...... 2 2t s

That is to say Prineville in three years
liaw been exempted 7 mills, or ove ﬂ
the present total coubt X T
rest of Crook county @ Rolng to find oat
why.

JUDGE BELL ADMITS GRAFT

Says Money Was Paid from County
Funds 1o Oeleat Stockman County

While numerous glaring inequal-
ities in the county assessments have
been brought to light during the
different county division meectings,
a4 maore sensational matter was
brought to light at Sisters. At this
meeting L. D. Wiest stated that in-
lasmuch as Judge Bell, in his h
{at Powell Buttes, had the
division movement of charging

graft in county matters and as the
judge was now present to defend the
'[z.uur:. be (Mr. Wiest) would now
charge the court of gralt in their
|official capacity. Turmiog to Judge
| Bell be said “'Is it not a fact that
| the county court allowed a bill for
lobbyme at the state legislature to
defeat the Stockman county move-
ment two years ago?' The judge
replied It is."” ““Under what
statute of the laws of Oregon was
this allowed?”’ This the judge re
fused to answer, whereupon Mz,
Wiest not only claimed thay there
was no authority by law but that
the payment was graft. In his ad-
dress Judge Bell made the sm
admission that the bill was

on account of an appeal by some of
the citigers of the cognty to send =
delegation; that he was one of the
recipients of this money and that if
the act was wrong he was willing
to return his share of the county
funds.

ON HIGHWAVS AND BYWAVS,

Remarks Made by Citizens Regarding

“Then again you must provide for
highways and bridges aud a thoussmd
and one other things never dreamed of
at the time of creating a county,'’—
I\.‘ruuh County Journal,

Which is better? To pay for
highways and bridges and not get
them, or have coumty division, pay
less taxes, and have mnecessary
bridges and roads built. If county
division will give us highways and
|hridges then let us haye that divi-
sion. Now the taxpayer pays his
good money into the maw at Prine-
ville and po roads are built except
those that beoeiit directly the coun,
ty seat,

“It is true that timber interests on the

All of Crook county ex Prineville
pays road taxes. Prineville. on whose
| rosdds and bridges So per cent of the
county road funds are anousily expesid.
ed, pays none,

Crook County wants to know why,

west side are largely owned by outside
capital and ean be milked to the limit, "
—Crook County Joursal.

What! Does the Journal gdmit
it? It has long been stated that the
“ring"' deemed it and just
to “milk" the tim interests on
the west side. They now practical-
Iy admit it. It is worthy of note,
in this connection, that practically
all the timber interests on the west
side favor the division.

“Prineville had a closg gall in the new
county deal. We came within an ace of
belug anuexed to Bend." —Journal.

Nay, Nay, Brother! Weare not
asking for what we do not want.

“Woaldn't that jar ?
counties out of ald L“mr.n 1 don’t
watch oul there will not be a 3f
enough to hung your hat on.''=—] v

That new $43,000 court house if
it is well might make a
kuob large enough for the judge to
haog his hat on.

Two new

built in Texas in 1906 than in
other state in the union, Texas

recifrocal demurrage law,
P g
demurrage
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