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FIGURES DO NOT LIE

County Finances Can Not
Stand Extra Expense,

—-

ECONOMY WILL BE NEEDED

An Examigation of Treasurer's Books
Shows that Thore Are No Moneys
for a New Court House.

The old praverb that figures do
not lie must sometimes be taken
with a certain degree of doubt. Re-
cent exposures regarding new court
house matters show that figures can
be made to convey a most erroneous
impression when cleverly manip-
ulated. That the county's finances
are in no condition to stand the ex-
pense of . new court house has
been clearly demonstrated during
the past week by a thorough exam-
ination of the county treasurer's

books. This examination was made
by P. L. Tompkins and some of the
facts discovered will be of great in
terest to the taxpayers, The books
show bevond a shadow of a doubt
that recent glowing statements
made by the Prineville papers that
there was $£67,000 -in the county
treasury and enough money on
hand to build & new court honse,
had no foundation of truth what.
ever and were nothing more or less
than “'hot air."” Instead of the
county having funds with which to

!thc county has the exira expen-u-J

incurred by the primaries and elec.
;tiuu. Last year it required over
| $11,000 to mect the expenses of the
last six months; this year the coun-
ty will have something over $g,000,
That looks like a deficit—not like a
new court house,

In view of the above facts which
show that on July 1 there were war-
rants outstanding against the gen-
eral fund (the only fund available
for a new court house) of $2,125.17,
and that in that fund there was
only $17,981.69, it might be well,
for the edification of the taxpayers,
to quote the following from the
official county paper;

"“There is available in the connty treas
nry otef §67,000, nearly three-fourths of
which'I¥aplicable to the building of »
new cougt Liotiwe that the county has no
indebtedness; that the erection of a new
court house will not increase the levy of
taxation) that there is a sufficient sum on
hand for constructing the new building
and that the county will not be thrown
into debt in viclation of any statute.’”’

Does it not look as though the
chief purpose of such a statement
was to mislead—an effort by “‘the
powers behind the throne' at Prine-
ville to pull the wool over the tax-
payers' eyes. Considering the fore-
going condition of the county's
finances, do the taxpayers desire
the erection of an expensive new
court house at this time? It a
court house is built it will have to
be paid for by future taxation, not-
withstanding statements eminating
{rom the county seat to the contrary.

HE HAS FAITH.

Yakima Man Sees (reat Future for
Deschutes Country.

F. F. Busey of North Yakima,

Wash., has been spending a part of

the week in Bend and vicihity. To

CANNOT LIFT THELID

Attempt to Kill Gambling
Ordinance Fails,

MUST STOCK BE CORRALLED?

New Ordinapce Prohibiting Stock from
Running st Large Arouses Oppo-
sition from Cattle Owners.

The ordinance prohiliting gam-
bling in Bend is Having a
existence. Twice in ita' short
life atfempts have been made to

repeal it, but both times the
was vefoed by Mayor cmFE.‘

The efforts to paks the

the mayor's vefo have’

defeat. The second and last

this matter of a repeal came before
the city council was last Tuesday
evening. At that time a vote was
to be taken on the second attempt
to pass the repeal over the veto.
Previous to the meeting a petition
bad been circulated praying that
the mayor's veto be sustained which
received the signatures of more than
a majority the voters in Bend.
This in comnection with other
matters brought to bear on the
question resulted in d}he defeat of
the repeal measure, all members of
the council present voting fo sits-
tain the veto.

The ordinance prohibiting cattle
and horses from running loose on
the streets of Bepd was
and another with somewhat more
explicit regulations, was introduced

3
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NOTICE OF SALE OF UNPATEN-
TED SWAMP LANDS,
Notice is hereby given that the

show the following amounts in the
various funds January 1, 1906;

The following dmonnts were on

The Prineville Journal came out
a few weeks ago and said there was
$67,000 on hand in the county
treasury. Where did the Journal
get its information for such a state-
ment when the county books show
a balance of only $35,332.68% The

Pasco country sold for 25 an acre
when water was first put on it three
years ago. To-day that land is sell-

farm lands in this region would
experience a most pleasing increase

destined to be a country where
much fruit is grown.

Mr. Busey says that Bend has
the finest location for a town he
bas ever seen. With its fine
mountain view, clear, pure water in
the Deschutes, nnlimited water

They argue that in a town as new
as Bend, with such a limited past-
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for the ordinance. They claim

Then there is the disinterested
class—those who pessess peither
gardens nor cattle. ‘These have
suggested that the ordinance be
drawn to provide only for the cor-
rulling pf stock at might. During
the daytime, if cattle break into a
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