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Secret of the Plundered Safe

By EMILE

GABORIAU

CHAPTER VIIL—~(Continned)

As he spoke M, LeCoq teok from his
desk and unrolled & large shoet of dmw
Ing paper. Ou this paper was photo
graphod the doar of M Fauvel's anfe
The seratch was indicated with great ex
L IN ST L]

“Now,” said M. Lecoq, here s onr
serateh It runs from top to battom,
starting oo the hole in the ok, ding-
onally, and from left to right; that is to
say_ it terminates on the side fext to the
prieate stnirouss lomling to the banker's
apartments,  Although very deep nt the
kerhale, it ends in & scamely perceptilile
mark. "

Yo patron, 1 see that™

“Natarally yon

ok the money Lot in see If you were
right I have liere a btile trodd bsoax
paluted with green varnish llke M Fan
vol's mafe: here {1 = Tuke a Key nudd
try (o seratel it The paiot is very hand
my frietd, and vet that ou the safe s
still harder mud thicker, 8o
seratel yvou discovered conld pot have
been made by the trembling bhand of »
thief letiing the key slip.”

“Whew!" exclaimed Fanferlot, stupe-
fiad; “1 wpever should hava thought of
that. It certalnly required great force
to make the deep seratch on the safe™

“Yes, but how was that force smploy-
ol? 1 have beenn racking wmy bralu for
theee days, and only yestenday dil |
come to A conclusion.  Let us examine
together and see If our conjectursa pre
sent enough chances of probability to
establish a starting point.”™

M. Lecoq abandoned the photograph
and, walklng to the door commuuleating
with his bedroom, took the key from the
lock, and, holding It in his hand, said

“Come here, Fanferlot, and stand by
my sile; there: very wall Now, sup
poss that 1| want to open this door. and
yoit Jon't want me o open it whea you
e me about to lonsert the key what
wiild be your Arsd lmpulee?

“I'o put my hands on your arm wml
draw it toward e s a8 o prevent your
Introducing the key "™

“Precisely so. Now let a8 try It go
on"” Fanferiot oleywl: and the key
held by M. Lecoq, pulled aside from the
bork, slipped aloog the door, and traced
upon It & diagonal seeateh, from top to
battam, the exact reproaduction of the ous
in the photograph.

“{ih, ok, oh!" exclaimed Fanferiot, In
throe different townes of admimtion, ns
he stood gaxing in & reverie at the door,
“What & man you arel 1 see the scene
as if 1 had been present. Twa persons
were present at the roblery; oue wishmd
to take the motey, the other wished to
prevent Its Lelog taken, That s clear
certain, and it proves that | am corcect
in thinking the cashler innecent”™

“How so?"

“Berause, at perfect |iberty toa open
the safe whenever he wished to do s,
it is pot Hikely that he would have
brought & witness when he inteuded to
commit the thefr.”

“Well reasoned, Fanferiot. DBut os
this supposition the banker would be
equally innocent Look for the real
rogue, the one who opened the safe, and
stole the notes, and who Is =till at large,
while others are suspected.”

“Impossible, patron—impossibie! Don't
you kuow that M. Fauvel and his cashier
had keyn, nod they only? And they al
ways kept these keys In their pockets™

“On the evening of the rolibery the
banker left his key in the secretary.”

“Yes; but the key alone was pot siuff-
eient to open the safe; the wond must
also be known, That name was "Gypsy.'

“Which Is the pame of the cushier’s
cousln, Now keep your eyes open. The
day you find & man suflciently intimate
with Bertomy to he aware of all the cir-
cumstances connected with this anme,
and at the same time on & footing with
the Fauvel family which would give him
the privilege of entering M. Fauvel's
chamber, then, aud not till thea, you will
discover the gullty party. On that day
the problem will be solved.”

“We shisll certalnly sueceed if you in
terest yourself lo the case”

“Yea, | am luterested In it, and duriog
the last four dayps [ have dimarersd
many important facts, Buat listen tn me,
I have reascan for not appesaring in this
aflair. No matter what happeas, | for
bid you meutioniug my nawe. ™

“1 will ohey your insirections and be
dincreet "’

“1 shiall rely upon you. Now, to hegin,
you must carry thin photograph o the
dndge of lnstruction. Explain to him
as If it were your own discovery, what
I have Just shrown you; repost for his
benetit the seens we have just acted, and
I am couvinesd that this evidence will
dotermine him to release the cashier
Prosper must be at liberty befure | can
commance my operations.’”

Fanferlot waa joyously pleking up his
hat to go whan M, Lacoq checked hilm by
waving his hand, snd said:

“l have not fAnished. You kuow how
to drive a carriage and mansge horses?
Very well. Ax soon as the judge dis
missns you return homs lmmediatsly,
make yourself & wig and the complets
dress of a valet; and, having dressed
yourself, take this letter to the agency on
the Rue Delorme. The agent will send
jou to M. de Clameran, who is lookiug
for a valet, his man haviug left bim yes-
terday.”

“Kgouse we If [ veoture to suggest
that yeu are making & mistake. This
Clnmeran s vot the cashler's friend”

“Why do you always luterrupt wme?”
sald M. Lecoq, lmperiously. “Do what
1 tell you, and dow't disturb your mind
about the rest. Clameran s not a friend
of Prosper’s, | know, but he s the friend
wad protector of Reowl de Lagorse. Why

von sce the

thought that this
|
weratch was made by the person who |

Whence the Intimacy of thess two
That in

1 n?
wen of such diferent agos?
what 1| must find ot 1 mast also 8nd

|--~|'r who this lrommanster b, wha lves in
Puris, and never goes to attend to his
furnaces. Through you | will have an

[ exe apon hin. e has & earringe; you

| wre to drive I, and you will soon be sble
to glee me an accdunt of his msuper of
Jife, nnd of the sart of people with whom
he ansocintes ™

“You will ba abeyed
report to you

“1 will enll an vou every day Until
I tell you diferently dun't step foot in
| thite Bostse: you might be fallowed If

Where shall |

anything tsporiant should happen sen ]
a note to your wife, amd she will lform
me. Gio, and be pradent.™

The diar clossl on Fanferlot an M
Loy passed Iuta his bedeoom,  In the
twinkUng of sn eve he had divested m

sl OF the appenrsnes of A polles ot

cor. 1o tisok off his 000 crmeat and goll
‘lp\"Iﬂl'h-', and  remaved the close wig
| ftromy bin thick bhlack hair The ofMicial
locoq had disappearsd, leaving in his
place the genulne lLecoq whom nobedy
| knew=—a handpome youpg man, with »
| bold, determined manner, and brilliavt,
| plering eyes
Meanwhile Fanferlot did not run, bat

flew, toward the Palals de Justice. AT
lust he was now ahle to convinee same
ane that he, Fanuferlot, was & man of
wonderful perspleacity His hapes wers
not  decelyved It the Inllge
absolutely and fully convines] be pdmir
ol the ingenuity of the whols prwesd
| Ing

*This decldes me,”™ he sald. an he dis
missed FPauferion “I will make vut &
favorable report to-day; samd it Is highly
probable that the accused will be reieas
ol toe-morrow

Ile began at once to writs out one of
lune of
bt n--‘ hopoer, ta

wWas il

those terrible dect
which restores liberty
the aceased man; whivh says that he Qs
not gullty, but does bot say he ls inbo
celil
CHAFTER IX

Prosper had been languishing In his
lonsly cell tor nlue days, when ou Thurs
day morning the jailer came to laform
hitn of the judges decivion e wan
conductad before the oMoer who had

1 3
searched him when be was arrested; and

the econtents of his pockets, hin watch,
petiknife and severpl articles of Jewelpy
wers restored to him; then he wus told
| to sign & recslpt.

He was next led across & dark pas
sage, and almost pushed through a door
| which abruptly shot apon him. He found
himaelf on the quay: he was alone; he
waa free. hut oply acquittal after doe
| trinl would restore hlin to his former po-
wilion among men.

Having arrived In front of Grpss's
house, he honitnted to croms the thresh
oald He experienced the timidity of an
honest man who ls suspected of a crime,
he feared to meet & famillar face, Jlow
ever, aa he coull not remain all day on
the pavement, he went in The Jaultor
uttered a Joyful exclamation on seeing
him

*l am dAelighted to =ee you agalo!™ he
aald. "1 felt that you wauld come back
an white as spow. When | read ln the
pewspapers that you were pnevussd of
robbery | sald to every ooe, “He s lune
cent™ ™

“Madam has, no doubt, laft here " he
said: "do you know where ahs has
‘.‘ut‘l"."

“No, moosiear. Ou the day of your
arreat she seut for & <ab, put all her
boxes lato It, and drove away without
saying whers shs was going. Nince then
we have heard nothing of her. When
your father left this morning ut B o'clock
he told me that ome of kis friends re-
malned, whom [ was to look upon ae
the master untll your returs. You know
him, doubtiess, & stout man, about your
height, with red whiskers™

Prosper was greatly astonished A
friend of his father occupying the house!
What did that mesn? [However, he ion
cealed hin sarprise

*Yeo, | know him,” he sald, Then,
rapidly ascetding the stalrcase, he 1anug
lis own bell.

The cashler did not recallect haviog
sect him before

I am |1Q.l‘||ll~‘l 1o make your ae
quaintance,” sald the man, with s bow
“That you are surprised to see ma hete,
you wers about to observe. [ cabn sasily
understand. Your father lutended to lu
troduce me to you, but he was obliged
to leave for Heauvcnire this morning |
am glad to say he weut away as convipe
od an | am that you have not takeu &
sou belonging to M. Faovel, This let-
ter,” continaed the stout gentleman, “will
serve as an iotreduction, 1 hope"”

The cashier took the letter, opened it
and as be read his fuce brightensd apd
the blood returned to his cheoks,  Hav
ing finlehied the letter, he held out his
hand to the stout geutletnan, wha ahook
it warmly.

“My father tells me' sald Prosper,
“that you are one of his hest fricnds, He
tells e to place Implicit coufidence in
you aud to act entirely on your advice.”

“Just so, This morning your father
said to me, ‘Verduret—that Is my tame
~Verduret, my son Is lo & painful posi-
tion You must get Ll out of I, 1
auswered, *All rght, 1 will 4o my leat.”
Now the les la broken, let un discuss the
question. What are you golug to do?¥”

"What am | going to do? 1 am golng
te fiud out the wretch who has esused
my roln, and hand him over to justice—
Lo reveuge myselfr.”

“Haactly; and have you apy clew to
the gullty person?

“None, and yot 1 aball suecesd, for a
man whe devotes hls whole life to the

| mccomplishment of & task eannow fall”

“Well sald, M, Pronpec; 1 fully ex-
pected sich wonld be your lntention, and
1 have alrendy been looklug luto the
enws. I have formed a plan,  To begln
with, you must disappene”™

S sappenr!” eried the eashier, Indig
nantly “Diissppenr! that wonld he &
vonfession of gullt, would suthorize |h-|
world to say that 1 wen hiding e as ta |
enfov nodistarbod the stolen Fortum ' |

Well, what then? sald lled Whis
foerw, IV pou not say just aow thit
the sneifice of your life was made? You
Rota petly lpridencs |
But while he snow g |

have an suemy *
will betray him

standing on the watoh he will be on his
guanl  Lat us relloct 0@ the vourse yuu |
shontd pursue Now listen Youn hisva!
n frelewd, M., de lagors? Whe is this |

fellow 1™

“M. de Lagors, monsienr, sall Mras
per haughtily, “in M Fauvel's usjphiew
a wealthy young man, handsame, intell
gent, oultivated, and the best fricmd |
have™

‘Moimph ™ sald M. Verdaret, “1 shall
be delightwd ta make the acynaintance of
ot mdornsd with s many
aanlities I mwust Tet your know that |

vharmlung I

wirte him A biofte 6 Your nams Asking
it to eome heee, amd be sent wonl that
he would be here direct]y I miowt -n-!
this vonng man Alsy | kave arranged
el will suboadt to you & liktle plan of

v st gy "

A rlug st the feont dooe laterevpted
M. Yenluret

Adiew too my plan; here hs In L J

member, Prosper satd M. Verduret, In
n warning tone, oot one word to thie
man about vour plans, ar abaut me Pre

fetn] tn he disconraged, helpless suil un

| dovidet what to dn"

"Not proven. |

Al he disappeared bahind » r-ur.-i'll
as Prosper ran to open the door I'ros
per's portealt of M
been an exnggeraied one.  Bo handsome |
a face and manly o figure coulil only he
g to & noble character s first lin
pulse wius Lo throw himself lute Prosper’s
AXus

“Your letter, my dear Prowiper™ sabd
Raoul, “made me nlmost L | was s
frightens! by It 1 usksd myself if yod
eanpli]l have loat yonir anied Theu 1 left
evervthing to fly o your sssistance, sud
here | am. "™

Prosper did ool seetn to hear bl he
was preoceupied about the letter he had
B written

“You must Aot feel discouragel,” enn
tinved M. de Lagors. "you are young
envugh to commenss Jife anew Yuue
frietnds are still loft to pon.  Rely ol e
I nm vich, half of my fortune is at your
dispoanl™

“Thauks, Masul.” he said, with smo
tlon, ™thank grau Hut untortuuntiely
all the money In the workl wonld be of
I have made no plans yo!
caotufused fur we o

noe s pow
My mind s o
think.**

“1 will tell you what ta 40" replied
Ravul, quickly; “you must start afresh;
watll this mysterious roblery s explain.
el you mnst keep away from Paria lll
will never da for you to remalu here, |
huve heen talking shout sou 1o Clame !
ran. ‘1 1 were (o Prosper’s plage” e
aaid, 1 sversthing  iito
maoney and embark for Amernca. thery 1
waoild make m fortune sl return o
erveh with my milions thoese who have

wonhl tirn

suspected e |
“I will think it aver,” "raosper Anally

farced bitiself tu say I will see 1
would like to know what M. Fauvel
sayn

“My uucle? I suppose yon kuow that|
I have declitiend the wlfer he made we fo
enter his hauking house, apill we have al
most quarreled. 1 have pot set fool in
his houss for aver a month; bot | hear
of him orcaslonally My uncle, thoy say,
is muee distressed by this affair than you
are, He doss nidt attend to Lis business,
and wanders about a8 If be hiad lout ev-
ery fricud on earth ™

“And Mue, Fauvel, and " Prosper
hesitated —"atd Mlie. Madelrine, lhuw
nre they ™

“Ob," sald Baoul, lghtly, “my aant
is as plous as ever. Ax to my huudwie,
ey vousiy, she cannet bring hersell dowa
o common matters, becaune she 4 en-
tirely absarbied iy preparing for the fan
ey hall to he givet day after totiorrow
Ly the Jaudidiers, Bha has discoversd, |
so one of her friends (old me, & wonder-
ful dressmaker. & forelguer who hus sad-
denly appears] from o ape  khuws
where, who s making a costume of
Catheritne do Medici's malda of hosor;
and it is to be & marvel of heauty”

Eveessive sulferiog brings with it a
sort of dJull inseasibility nad stupor: sod
Prosper thonght that thery was volkiong
Jeft 1o Le InNicted upon bim

“I must leave 508 Bow, my duar |"ros
per. o Batarday 1 will son these lidies
wt the ball, and will bring you pevws of
thety Now, do have cuurage, amsl re-
meinber that, whatever bappeus, jou
have a friend In me™
iTe he contluned )

Findisg & Vioum, |

When & crowd of boys In & boarding
school bave settled on sowe mischief
by common consent, and have heen de
tected and ordered to bhring forward
the ringleander 1o be punlshed, there is
often great differenee of opinlon as 1|
who the ringleader really s, The bhoys
of Winchester College, In  England,
hare it upon & schemne for pettiing the
watter, sayw & master of the school,
the Rev, (. M. A, Hewelt,

When the master demands a victlnm
na a saeriflce of atonsment for hreak-
Ing rules, the boys get 8l together, and
ench puts twopence Into a bat  Then
ench boy's name s writlen on a slip
andd lots are drawn. The one who Is
chosen 1o be the vietlm takes the col.
lectdon In the hint. aud dolivers himsolf
over o the master as the ringleador,
Then when he has been suMlclintly
punished, he goes down4own and ron-
soles Limaelf with lee cream bouglht
by the common fund.

Every man's task is bis life pre-
servey. — Ewerson.
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Miss Nellie Holmes, tn-:;;urc-r of the

t tagm wet wt | Young Woman's Temperance Association

of Buffalo, N. Y., strongly advises all suf-
fering women to rely, as she did, upon

Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound.

CDRAR Maa Tivxnan ‘= Your medicine in Indead an ldeal woman's

medicios, and b

far the beat I kuow Lo restors lost haalth and strength. |

sy Tered mlnr{ or saveral years, belng troubled wilh wenorrhagla. My back
e

nched, I had bearing-down

wion st frequent headaches 1 mould often

wake from reatful aleep, and In such paln that | suffared for hours befors |
could go to aleep again. 1 dreadad the long nights as much as the weary daya
I consulted two different physicians, boping to get rellaf, but, fnding that
thelr medicine did pot seem to cure we, 1 tried your Vegetahle Componnd
on the recommendation of & friend from the East who was visiling me,

“1am glad that I followed bher s
and not oaly this, but my general health la mueh Improved,
My carnest advice b sufering women |

appetite and have gained In fAeah,

Ivicw, for every ache nud }-nlu In gona,
havrs & line

o znl. away all other medicines and to take Lydin B. Pinkham's Vego-
table Compound.”— Miss NgrLix HoLses, 540 No. Divialon st Bultslo, N Y

Miss Irene Crosby, prominent in Social Life in East
Savanah, Ga., adds her testimonial to the value
of Lydia E. Pinkham's Vegetable Compound.

.

clear

table Compound.

benstit 1o me, and [ gladly recommend .

Ver dnnnl{ yours, Miss Inzxs Cnoany,
{-ll" {5

Dean Mua Prvemas 1" 1L always glres
me pleasura W find an artiels of real valos
anid  unquestioned
Lydia
pound well ealculated o relleve and curs
the various troubles arising from lrregulari
tes and wenntrual pains

merit. 1 have found
% Pinkbham's Vegetable Come

Much suffering could ba spared If we

only pald more attention W proper living snd
diet, but as long as women do not do thia,
your Yegetable Compound has come to
the froat as s trus friend in weed | have
bean wery
has brought me,
health now, and that my mind la also more

leaned Indeed with the mlief it
1 tind that | bhave perfect

Vege-

and metive alnea | used your
It haa been of great

Charlton L, East Savanoah, Ga*

Nemember that every woman Is cordlally Invited to write to
Mre. Plunkham If there s anything about her case or symptoms
she does not understand. Mrs. Pinkbam's address is Lynn, Mass,
Her advice Is free, and s cheerfully glven to any alllng woman

who asks for It

wal letters and signatares of

" eanmet frrihwith tha artgl
mm which will prove (heir slwo!ute gen il besess,
Lydia K. Plokham

Med. Co., Lyns, SMam,

Taking Mim at His Word.

*1 didu't do It, yuur Lobor.™

“But two wityessea Lete say they
saw you pick his poket'

“I'll tell you how It was, Judge. Wa
were o the ear coming bome from the
racen. | remarked that 1 wonderesd
where 1 wis going to ge! the price of
A night's lodging and this gentieman
replied You can search me' Well
I searched hilin Nothing wrong In
takiug a man at his word, s there )

Kannas City Journal

Wl’mﬁ(-tﬂﬂc
$ PERMANENTLY
= FOR PULL PAATICULARS —=

Ol Joke Trun

The old jokes aboutl the antiguity of
the bLallet gir! have gone outl of fash-
fon, and It s not likely that they will
be revived now that the ballet hus he
rome 8o much less lmportant than it
used to be, The ahow girle who Ng-
tire In contemporaneous musionl pleces
are, an A rule, too good-looklng to ad-
mit of any jokes on that subject. Bo
the reality of the situations existing lu
soie of the cotule opera choruses s for
that reason more luteresting.

A falr member of one organization in
the dnugther of anothier. Mother nat
urelly oceuples a somewhat Inconsple.
vous position In the line, Daughter, on
the other hand, is right down la front
in the beauly row. She is only 19,
#0 her relative In the company is not
s0 0ld as the relation suggests

In another company the mother of
one of the principals Is in the chorus,
In & theatrical troupe that played here
last winter the wife of the leading
man used 0 bLe the principal lady
supes.

I Musicular Falth

Mre Mesker 1| don't take any stack
in these faith cures hrought about by
the layiug on of hands

Mrs. Mtrongun—Well, 1 #a I eured
my little by of the clgarette habit
that way

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children,

The Kind You Have Always Bought

Bears the
Bignature of E

The barhers in Cuba lather thelr pat
rons with their bands, from & bowl male
to Bt woder the chin, A brush s aot

| awed.

| Mothers will Gnd Mrs. Winslow's Boothing
p the best remady o use fur thalr shildren

Byru
| duriog the wething pariod.

Canse and Effect,

“Now, that is what | like to see™
observed the rural merchant to the
proprietor of the great department
| store, "All your elerks are full of vim
and energy”

“Yeu," replled the proprictor with a
sarcestle sinlle. “Wa close at noon to
da{ ‘tnd they are getling ready to geo
out”

PRrmansniy Lured. o A Of Gervosenes

lﬂ::n!ﬂh‘lrl-i.‘:: Kiine' s tirsal Nesrve
| BOie B Kiime, 144 e e b P hlaiat

Bo Convenlant,

Mra. Urban—How you muost snjoy liv-
lug in the country. 1 suppose you can

get all the fresh frolt and regetables you
want.

Mre. Annex—0h, yen. Buch a nlos ped-
Alar comes ool from the cily three Umss
& wesk,—Brooklyn Life




