Secret of the Plundered Safe

By EMILE GABORIAU

CHAPTER VI

Proaper was trumphant; he had al

moat coavinesd hils father of his lone
cence., Hut he had not time o mjolce
ever thia vietory The eoll door opensd

and the Jaller's graff voive called out

“It I» thoe for you to appear before
the conrt™

e iostantly the arder An
he was passing the room full
of polivemen he again met the man with
the goid had watched
Eim a0 Intently the day he was searched

“Courage, M. Hertomy,” he sald: “if

obeyed

throagh

spectacles who

| adeance n treated with comnlderation at

Fou are lnvocent there are thowe who will |

i'l'![‘ you. "

“Who is that geatieman?" he askad of
the policeman

“Is It possible that
hm T replied the pall
prise Why, t s M
tective sarvice"" amd the constables w
have gone luto a Jong disquisition an M
Lecog’s detective abilities had they not
arvived al the dooe of the judge's rovm
which 1 ontered

The judge, M. Patrigent, was
to reseive them, aud at once began Pros
per's preliminary examination. We noed
not give it hers in detail. When It came
to Madame Gypsy, the judge sald:

“Whao s this woman 7™

“Madame Gypay was a governssa and
Is my cousin,” replled Prosper. “She wan
born at Oporte, and eame to France with
& Paortoguese family."”

“Have you ever heard of this Caldaa?"

“Never, monsieur,”

“The nnfortunste man loved Gypay
There is reasou to belleve that he has
plnce rommitted saleide” The judge
patsed for s misuts, as If o give Pros
per time for reflection, and then sdded,
Impressively, “Soch s the woman for
whose sake you have committed a rob
bery ™

M. Patrigent had hoped to extort a cry
of suffering from Prosper, to
the guick Itut Prosper remained Im
panssive. Of all that the judge had sald
he only remembered the same of Caldas

“Why did ygoun no longer vislt & houss
where you bhad spparently bheen paylug
your addreases to a young lady whose
hand would not have been refused o you,
8o | am informed by M. Fatuvel, and you
were aware of tha fact, as is shown by
your own letter to your father.”™

“I had reasons for my condect which
1 eannot explain”™

"IN Mademolsells send you awsr?
Bpeak!
Is & point of great
prosecution.”™

M. Patrigent waited In wvain for an
auswer, Prosper seemed to reflect deep-
Iy.

“Monsleur,” sald he, “there ln one clr
eumsiance which, in my troubls, 1 had
forgotten, and which may help mes to
prove my lunocence. When the messen-
ger went to fetch the money from the
Bank of Francs | only walted for his re
turn to leave the ofice. | am sure I
locked np the bank notes in his pres
ence. Ob! it he shonld have happened
to have notieed the fact! At all events,
I left the oMes before he did"™

“Very well,” sald M. Patrigent; “we
will take that man's evidence, Now you
will be taken back to prisos, and [ would
advise you to reflect serfously over the
line of defense you are adopting.*

M. Patrigent dismissed the accused
rather abruptly, because he falt pussled
by the new fact just brought te his no
tice, which gave great lipportance to the
evideuce of the office tuessenger. As
soon as Proaper had left he turned to
the grefMer snd said:

“Tell me, Bigauit, s this messenger
spoken of by the acrused the man ex-
cused from glviog evidence In coose
quence of & medical certificate 7

“Yea, motsleur,” answered Sigauit;
“ha sustained so grave ao lnjury by »
fall that it has been found uecessary to
convey him to the Dubols hospital.”

“Well, T will go there at onee to take
his deposition. Get ready all that you
require, snd send for & haek.™

It is 8 long distance from the Palals
ds Justice to the Dubols hospital, but
M. Patrigent’s eonchman, sthaglatad by
& promive, seot his sorry stoeds along at
a8 raciug pace. Would Antonin, the mes
senger, be o a condition to give his avi
depce? That was the question
Airectaor of the hospltal soop reassured
the Judge on this point.  The uafortunate
massesiger had injured his knee cap, e
waflored gront pain, but his intellect was
poarfectly clear. Un seeing the judge en
ter, necompauled Ly his clerk with writ
fog materials, Anionio guessed his ol
Ject

“Ah!™ wald he: “] supposs monaleur s
eome about M. Bertomy's sffalrs?

“Kaactly. Now, my friend, it was you
who want ta the Bank of France on the
27th of February for the sum that was
stolen? At what hour did you relurn
with the money ¥’

“It mwust have been five o'clock when
1 gt back™

“Do you remember what M. Bertomy
did when you handed him the notes?
Now, do not be In a burry; think before
yon answer."

“Let we see; st he counted the potes,
apd made them lnte four packages; then
he put them lu the safe; and then—it
seema o me—and then he Jocked the
uafe; and, yes, I am not mistaken, he
went out!”

When they retirad M. Patrigent sald
to Bigault:

“T'hin is & very lmportant plece of evi-

dence.”
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CHAPTER VII,

The Great Archaogel Hotel, Mme
Gypsy's asylum, was the most styllsh
buildiog on the Qual Bt Michel, A per-
sou who pays her fortolght's board lu

The |

thin hotal

Mme Aleznndra, wha bhad heen »
handeome woman, was pow sioni, laeced
] she ovild esearcely breatha, alwnes

averdrvased, and fond of wearing a vum
ber of Banhy gold chalus aronmd her fat
neck

She had bright erea and wlite teet)
but. alas. A red nose.  Bha loved & good
dinner. Khe n lawied her huaband, and
about the time M. Patrigent was jeav
ing the capital she hegan o be worried
that her “little mwan™ had not
to dinner. She wan about Lo sit down
without him whea the hotel waiter ¢riod

returned

et

“tere I master™

“Whr, how Iate you are, my little
man ' she exclaimad, ad she dropped her
kpife and ftork, and rushed forward to
embrace him

“My back s hrken,™ he sald. "1 have
bhevis the whole day playing blilisrds with
Evariste, M. Fauvel's valet, anl allowed

m 1o win na often as he wished, | be
eams acguaintsd with him yesterday, and
niw | am his best friepd If 1 wish to
enter M. Fanvel's service in Antonin's

place, | can rely upon M., Evariste's good
And pow, what does the gir] say ™

“She b still npatairs.” answersd Mme
Alexnudre. “She suspects nothing! bhut
to keep her lu her present lgnorance be
comes daily mope difflculr. 1 doa't know

w oo

what the Judge told her, but she came
home quite beslde bervelf with anger, Bhe
| wanted to go and make a fuss at M

| Bowing

1 am bound 1o tell you that this |

| after to-tuorrow,

Faavel's; then she wrote a letter which
she told Jean to mail for her, bat | kapt

it to show youo

“What!™ Interrupted Fanferlot, “you
have 8 letter, and 414 nnd me be
fore? Perhaps {t rontaine the clew to

the mystery. Give It to me, guick
(Meying her husband, Mme Alexandre
ppeusd »-littie rupboard and took ont &
she banded to him It bore
written In & free,

lettor, whivk
the following address,
haud

hante!

M. RAOUL DE LAGORS,

Care of M. L. de Clameran,
Hatel du Lonvre lronmaster.™

Mme. Alezandre leaned over her hus
hand's shoulder, and they both read the
tollowing letter

“M. Raoul—FProsper In in prisen, ac
etined of & robbery which he never com
mitted. 1 wrote to you three days ago,
and have no reply. Who will belp Pros
per If his beet friends desert him? If
you don't avawer this lettar, 1 shall con-
sider myself released from a certalu
prowmise, and without ecruple will tell
PProsper of the cotuversation | overheard
between you and Moasiear de Clameran
But 1 ean count on you, ean | oot? |
shall expect you at the Archangel day
between twelve anl
four. NINA GYPBY.”

The letter read, Fanferlot at once pro-
eceedad ta copy It He was dellcately re
sealing It when the door of the hotel
office was abruptly opensd, and the Loy
twire whispered:

“Him!™"

Fanferiot rapMly Adlsappearsd Inta a
dark closet, He Lhad barely time to close
the door before Mme. Gypsy vutersd the
room. The poor girl was sadly changed.
Hhie was pale snd hollow cheaked, snd
her eyes were red with weeping. On
aecing her, Mme Alexandre could not
conceal bher surprise,

“Why, my chlld, you are pot golng
ot T

“I am obliged to 4o so, madam, and 1
came 10 aak you to tell amy one that
may eall during my absence to walt until
I return. You are #o kind thet [ am
tempted to confide ln you; read this note
which & messenger just now brought to
ma"

In & tonse loud enetugh - to ba heard In
the closet Mme, Alexandre read ths note

“A ftriend of Prosper, who can velther
recelve you, nor present himself at your
houns, Ia very anxlous to speak to yom,
He in the stage-coach oMce, opposite the
Maint Jacques Tower, to-night st nine
preciasly, and the writer will approach
and tell you what he bas to say."

“And you are going tw this rendes
vous?"

“C'ertalnly, madam

And, without walting to haur any more
went out The door had
clomed upon Mme, (Gsypay hefore Fanfer
lot boupeed cut of the closel. The mild
detective was white with rage

“What s the menning of this?
“Am Il o stand by and have pea
nle walking over the Archangel, as If
it wers & publle strest? maks
baste and help me, 8o that alie won't ree

‘In

she Reareely

he

erivd
Comie,

ognice me.”

In & few minutes Fanferlot was eom
pletely dingulsed by a thick beard, a wig,
nud & workingman's blouse, Mme. Gypay
had ten minutes' start of him; but he
ran up the street he knew she miust have
taken, and overtook her. At Chatelst
pluce ahe strolled up and down several
timen, read the theater bills, nod Gnally
ook & seat ou & hench, One minute he
fore n quarter of U ahe enternd the stage-
vonch oMee and sat down

A moment after Fauferiot sntersd, but
an he feared that Mme, Gypay might ree-
ognise him in spite of his heavy beard,
he took s seat at the opposite and of the
room in & dark cornar. As the City Hall
vloek was sirikiog nine & man entered
and without golng to the ticket win
dow, walked directly up to Gypey, bowed
and took a seat beslde her,

He was & medium-sized man, rather
stout, with a ruddy face and flery red
whiskers. His dresa was that of & well-
to-do storekesper, aud there was nothing
lu his manoer or appearance to excite
attention. Fanferlot watched bim eager-

Iy.
“Wall, my friend,” he sald to himself,
“In future 1 shall mecognise youw, no

| matter where we meet, and this ﬂw-y'

evening T will find out who yop are ™
Presplte hin Intent listewing, bhe conld
ol Boar a wonrd spoken by the stranger
of Girpay, Whet the stout mans bowed
and apoke ta her the girl looked sa sur
prised that it was evident she had never
peett him Lefore. When he sat down by
her and snid a few words she Jumped up
with & frightensd look A slngle worl
and lock made her restime her seal
Then, as the stout mway went on talking
attitnde betrayed groat ajipre
Rhe refused 10 dn
then suddenly she seemed to

LsYpany &

henmion poattively
something
ponsent when he slated a8 good reason for

her dolpng s

What ean all that mean? sald Fan
feriot to Nimself, an he eat In bis dark
carmer biting hie nalla “What st idiot

I am te have statiched mywelf so far
off i*
e was thinking how he could

fiearer withouot

man
nge o Approach Aruns
ing their sosplelons when the stout man
affered his arm to (Rypay
cepted It without hesitation, and together
they walked towand the door

They wers so sugrossed with sach oth
er that Fanferiot thought he could with
ot risk follow them and It was wall he

didd, for the crowd wis depse agtslds
and he wonld ssan have bant  them
Heaching the doar, he saw the fal mian

anid Giypay cross the pavetiett, approach

a hack and enter It

Very good.” muttered Fanferiot. *1've
nalled them now. Thers la no use of
hurrring any more”

While the ronchman was gathering up

his reine Fanferlot prepared hisn legs,

| mnd when the hack startedd he followed

at & brisk trof, determined upon follow
ing It of the sarth After
chasing the hack for some titne It Anally
haltedd. lle danhed up, opened the door
only o And the vehicle smpty, *“Trick
ed!” he ejaculated, After the defeat ha
determined o go and see M, Lecog the
Beal torning

to the and

CITAITER VIIL

At | o'rlock Fanferlot was up
necesanry to rise very early If he wished
tao eatch M 1 &t home—and, re
freshied by n fup of strong colfes, he &
rected his steps taward the dwelling of
the relebhrated detective The door was
apened by Janoullle, M. Lacoqg's old ser
vant, who had the manver amd appenr
anee of & groundier

“Well, M. Fanferiot.,™ sha sald,
rome o Ume for once In yonr life.
governor wanis to see you,"’

In the middle of a large room ecurlons
y fursished, half Hhirary and half green

It wan

|

“yon

Your

Frwitn, was sealed a2t & deak the saue
personn with gold aspectacies, who had
said to V'rosper at the police office

“Have courage.”
This wan M. Lecog In his oMeclal char

acter. Upon Fanferlot's entrancs, as he
advanced respectfully, bowing ull his
backbone was a perfact curve, M. Lecoy
Inld down his pen, and sald, looking
sharply at him:

“Ah, here you are, young man. Wall,
it seema you haven't made much pro

greas ln the DNertomy cane. | know that
you have muddled everything ustdl you
ean't ses your way out, so that you are
ready o give up”

“You are right, patron.” sald Panfer
lot. “Rut how conld | go about an affair
like thls, where thers was not even a
trace or slgn to atart from?™

"SWhy, don't you know that an the
very day you were setit for with the ~om
misaary to verify the robbery, you held
in your great stupid hands the meana of
knowing which key had besn used when
the mopey was stolen?’

“"How? Wha?

"“You want to know, do gon? 1 will
tell you. D)o yoa remember tha seratch
you discoverad on the aafe deor? You
thought that this seratch was made at
the tlme of tha theft. Now, with what
was It made? Evidently with a key
That belng the case, you should have
asked for the keys hath of the banker
and the cashlar. Ons of them would
have had some particles of the hand
green palnt sticking to IL™

“Idlot
“You have rightly named yonurself,™
sald M, Lecoq. “Thia proof stares you

right in the fare, and you don't ses It!
This scratch ks the sola and only clow to
work the eass upon, and you must go
and lose the traces of It. If [ fAod the
gullty party It will be by means of this
perateh: and I am determined that | will
find him.*

"You must have been worklng up this
case, patron¥*

“Probably | have, but | am not infalll
bile, and may have overlooked soma bn
portant evidencs, Take s seat, and tell
we all you know.™

M. Laecog was not the man to be hood
winked, so Fatferlot told tha axact truth

A rare thing for him to de,

“It weemn to me, Master Bguireel, that
yotl have forgotisn something. How fur
did you follow the empty couch?”

Fanferlot blushed, and bung his head
like a gullty sehoalboy,

“Oh!" bhe oried, “and you know about
that, ton! llow could yon have -
Bt & sudden dea flashed across his
hirain; ha stopped short, bounded off Lis
ehalre, and cried: “Oh, | know now! You
were the stout gentleman with red whis-
kers.,”  Mis surprise gave 2o singulur an
expreasion 1o his face that M. Lecuqg
could pot restrain & smile

“Then,'" sald Fauferlot, clinglng to his
iden, “you have besn more successful
than Madame Alexandrs; you have made
the girl confessa? You know why she
lenves the Archangel, and why abis does
not walt for M, de Clameran,”

“She  followlng my advice”

“Ida you know who the thief la, pat-
ron?’

“l know no more than you do, Fanfer
lot. 1 am ecertaln of but ane thing, and
that Is, that & seratch was on the safe
door, We start from the seratch, see ¥’

(To be sontinued.)

The male Bandwlich lelander has a
quesr ldea of femnle beauty., He ad.
mires bulk and plumpness. A woman
welghlng 260 pounds |s considered
twice as besutiful as oos of 150
pounds,

REAR ADMIRAL HICHBORN

Pe«ru=na
Test

Recommends

Hear Admiral Philip Wichbhorn, of
In & reonnt let
, iives Pe

the United Hiates navy
wer from Weshington, D, U
rund the following sndorsement

““After using Peruna for a short
time period, | can now chesrfully recs
ommend your valuable remedy to any
one who is in need of an invigorating
tonke. "~ Philip Hikhborn,

Hear Adiien! J. A, Howell, U, K
navy, writos lrom Washington, D,
an follows;

1 have usedd your
infaction, and can
metd the remedy as aa
for esughs and colde."'=J . A

The bhighest men in onr
Perupa s strong
Men represanting all classes
tione are sqnallyv represented
Pesru-na Is a Preventative and Cura-

tve Medicine for Catarrh,

Hon, E. I, Fiteh,
United States attorpey, state of Virgin

Pervina with sat
cheerlully  recom-'
fMlective cure
Howel
nation have
given endorsement

ad  ala

formerly specia

honm af represeniatives,

Other Prominent Men

ify.

& writes from the Censas Ofes bulld.
ing Washiington, D C., a8 follows
“Poople rannol Jive in the var lable oll
mikie of the Eastern sid Atlnntio cosst
staten aid cadape linbility o colds anid
mtatrhinl aflevtions The wids and
common provalence of Thess allments i
proc! enoagh of the sseertion. I have
bwen o axception, but I imye found a
stirn meana for combating those greatest
ohjuctions to this climale, and that is
Peruns Takon an directed, 1t la »
eure for pressnt catarthal afftictions
aticd & preventative of fntare distrean of
thet kind, =K. ., Fiteh
Pgeru-na aVery Lifective Remedy."
Mo, Robert W, Davis, member ol
congress from Florida, wriles from
Washington,

I, ., as loslows
I van chesrlully recommand yous
remaly. Pornns, asa very effective cure

lor coughie, colida amd eniareh. "= Rob

wrt W, lavin :

Culds Not Promptly Cured are Sure to
Catise Catarrh,

Peruna cures calarili, That ie wll
that Dr. Hartman claims for it | {1
cntarrh awwomen various pliases in the

Lttt wyatem

Lhe tbny wan when men of
enoe hesitated 1o give their iest imoniale
publics.

]nlullr‘[l

ks prapr lnton y melicines for
tion This remalns trus today of moet
propriatory  medicines Hat Peruna
hias becotng a0 Justly famous, ite werils
are known o so oany people of high
and Tow stations, that no one hesitates
to see his tame (o print recommending
l'l-"llll

If you do not derive prompt and et
islactory results Tront the wl Perue
I, Hnrtman, gly-
Yuqlr Twmee
Liln

V-

A, Wrile &1 Dnve o

og Bim s Tull statement of
and hie will ha pleassl o give you
valuable advice gratis

Address Dr. Hartiman, ol

The Hartmwan Sanitarinm, Columbus, O

prresident

lan't that Thoughtful?
Teas —Khe she Aldn't
care how homely & man might be If be
thoughtiul

sl 1o say

were only

Josn—Well, that's the kind she got
for & hushsnd
Tess—Why, 1 heard he was any-

thing but thoughtful
Joss—Jle's full of thought for him
sell.—Phlladelphia Ledger

o the Wrong Maces
An angry woinan wilked Inlo a gro-

ecor'n shop lo st Ayrshire village and
banged s plece of soine yellow sub
atance on the counlter Bhe apoke
Neoteh, of course, as T Nits reporia,

ut Amerivans will understand the
words alie used, sioce many an adver
tsetnent las wade the kind familinr,

“Thin® she sakl ‘is the soap that

.does the wasliln® o' iselfl, the soap that

MYaTe oF CGan, Uy oF Tolkes,
Lviam
M J

EETY, "
P aney makes anih that he |

r paritper of the Hemaod V. J Une A
pin the Uity aof Tuled W
afireanid andl thet aald Rem will

of OXE HUSDRED InLLARE fof
each and every case of ¢ avannm Lthat canpot ke
eured by the s of Matil's Carannn f e
FRASK 2 UWENSEY

Fwarn W hefore me and nibescriled (o m
presence, Lhis oLk day of Decambar, A [}

———— A W, ULEABON,
l...‘ I Notary Fublis

——

Hall's Catarrh Cure la taken Internally, and

aris di tly on the bl &

of the syslem. Band {1 Loe "
F.J. CURYNKY & by Tuledo, O
Kold by Drugglein, T

Mall's Fasnily Fills are the beat,

Waorks loth Waye

Awthor—Truly, this is an anapprecin
tive world. Why, It 1 bad written what
MeFadd han written 1 woulda't be fam |
ous like he s

Criticas—1 gurss that's right. And If
MeFadd had written the stuff you grind
out he woukin't be famous, either. ,

Quite I.:now.tmlr,. |
“Jane,” sald the boarding -houss land. |

lady, “pass Mr, Newwan Lhe salt for ¢
|

hils egg.”

*Never mind the aalt, thank you™
rejolned the latest acquisition to the
fold, “this egg In pone too fresh as It
h"

Linaken every washin® day s Ka' o gle

rifled feast; the saap that geta &' the
linen white as snaw An° as sweel 5o 8
hazelnut, and lets the deliching hisse
wife play wi' the children, an’ here
I've heen scrubbln’ three wortal houre
wi' that lump an’ got hae tmuir lather
o It than | could gt ool o a
brick.™

“1 beg your pardon.”™ sald the grocee
ealmiy, “bat that sn't soap. Your little
iy was bere yesterday for half a

oot

| pound of cheese and half & pound of

sonp. That's the vheese ™

“The chome!" sxcistmed the woman,
"Then thatl accounts for the Ither
thing."”

“What other thing ¥

“1 lay awsuk the hale nicht winnes
In' whit made the Welsh ratibit we had
fur oor supper lasle sae gueer.™

Thosa Lovieg Cirls,
Amy—ue can dress vary nicely with:
ont spendiug wuch If cue ouly has & ik
e

~=/I'hen you onght te dress s good
deal better than you da.

Amp—Why, prap?

May —~Wall, you don't spend much, and
'm sure you have but Hitle taste

—

CASTORIA
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Ermnul supervision for ov

decolve you In this, Counterfelts,

AR SRR

The Kind You Have Always llnlht ua
ture of Chas, 1L Flotcher, and hns been mado

AN AR

KN
under hin

Allow no one
Imitations and

orng the sl

or 0 vears,

“Justemnegood ' are but Experiments, and endanger th
health of Children—Experience agnlust l“.np«rim‘f-uh “

What is CASTORIA

Castorin Is n harmless substitaute for
gorle, Drops and anlhlngl Byrups,
ory

contalns neither Oplum,
substance, Ity age Is Its
and allays Foverishness,
Colle, 1t relloves Teethin
and Flatulency,

It nsslmilates the
Btomach nnd Bowels, giving healthy nnd

Castor Oll, Pare.
It Is Plonsant, 1¢
phine nor other Narcotlo

ulnuramms. 1t destroys Worms
t cures Diarrhoen and Wind
'l‘muhlmi.‘vnrou Constipation

ood, regulntes the

natural sleop,

The Uhildren’s Pansces—The Mothor's Friend,

The Kind You Have Always Bought
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