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GF GENEDAL INTEREST

| the government.

Principal Events of the Week The first step toward the bulk hand-

Briefly Sketched for Infor | made iast week, when the farmers of

| Imbler organized the Imbler Union
| Elevator company sad instructed the

mation of Our Readers.
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demands are putting new life
logging industries
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The ship-knee Industry is rapidly as-

suming big proportions in Clackamas
eounty. The Molalla country also has
a big ship-knee center.

The BSun Dial raasch, nerth of
‘i'nlhh. is shipping turnips by
the oarioad to the Wittenberg-Kiag
company at The Dalles, to be evap-
jpeated.
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Cattle thieves bave been operating in
Lane commty on & wholesale seale, ac-
sording to Sherift Parker, who will
offer n reward of $500 for information,
deading to the arrest and conviction of
the rustiers.

Attorney-General Brown has pre

ballot tithe for an initiative peti-
! filed by E. L. Walters, of Oregon
City, which proposes to prohibit all
trap, seine or fish wheel fishing in all
the rivers of the state. :

"Alfalfa. produced $i06 per acre on
the Umatilla project in 1917, according
to figures collected by the United
States reclamation service officialg.
The maximum yield was seven tons
and the average price was $16 per
ton.

The terms of the district attorneys
of Deschutes, Wheeler and Clatsop
counties expire at the end of this year
and their successors are to be elected
ia November, according to an opinion

ven Secretary Olcott by Attormey-

Brown.

In a special effort to combat the
spread of blight, Jackson County
Pathologist C. C. Cate has established
& class for instructing girls and
women in the Rogue river valley In
the art of cutting out this dread
fruit-tree disease. -

The Springfield flouring mill, owned
by the Eugene Mill & Elevator com-
pany, started its machinery last week
baving been shut down several
months, during which it was thorough-
iy overhauled and put in thorough up-
to-date shape inside.

A chronology of election dates as
applying to the primary and gemeral
elections coming up in the state this
year, has just been compiled by Secre-
tary of State Olcott and will be pub-
Il|hed for distribution within a short
time to those interested.

In a written opinion given to Adju-
tant General Williams, Attorney Gen-
eral Brown advises that the city of
Marshfield's title to the block offered
as a site for a new armory is not
clear. He suggests that a suit sheuhd
be instituted to clear the title.

Migratory birds have increased 5§
per cent as & result of the new federsd
faws which now cover mot oaly the
United States, but Canada, accordiag
to a statement made by Disteiet In-
spector Cattron, who has charge of the
states of Oregon, Washiagton and
Idaho.

Organization for Oregon's part ia

ingham, chairman; J. C. Alnsworth,
George L. Baker, Framklin T. Grit-
fith, William A. MasRae, A. L. Mills,
Emery Olmstead, E. B. Piper and Ne-
than Strauss.

Within two years from now, high-
way commission officials predict, it

_elevator.

'young Douglas fir will be re
jmhmm
With five counties still missing,

| this year would be 208,419.

000,000 sacks.

!nmmonmutotthm
 mga.” Mr. Hawkins advises every farm-
or to hold on to all sacks he has |

wh
‘out all his grain in bulk

Porter Bros.,, the rallroad construe-
tion contractors, are making prepara-
tions to open six camps in the spruce
belt in the western part of Clatsop
county to get out asroplane timher for

ling of wheat In Union county was

board of directors to
with the erection of

100,000
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That drainage development in
gon is well under way and is to make
great strides the coming year is evi
dent from the representative gather
ing and lively imterest shown as well
as the constructive pregram outlined
at the aunual meesting of the State
Deainage asseciation at Corvallis.

tions
for the sale of approzimately 7000
acres of timber in Columbia county by
the Fir Tree Timber company to the

court at Pendleton brought in a verdict
of not guilty for Cora Colwell and Law-
rence Colwell, jointly charged with
the murder last May of James H.
Short, an aged rancher of northerm
Umatilla county. The boy admitted
the shooting, but pleaded self-defense.

Secretary Lane has formally notified
members of the Oregon delegation that
he cannot approve the Malheur irriga-
tien projects in eastern Oregon, saying
there are no funds avallable. If con-
gress will make avallable a further
lump sum for bullding new projects,
the secretary promised that the Mal-
heur project will be among the first
adopted.

Lumber orders placed in Oregen
with mills at Portland, Rainier, Tilla-
mook, Silverton and Dallas approxi
mating 10,000,000 feet and which is
sald to be only “a starter,” will play a
leading rele in the construction of the
Hog Island shipbuilding preject at
Philadelphia, which is to be the largest
plant of the kind in the world and
will employ 40,000 men.

Anticipating, appareatly, that legis-

| er _in the matter of purity of metal |

 head erased

lation will be enacted by congress
permitting the utilizing of water sltul
that have been withdrawn by the gow-
ernment, H. 8. McGowan, of the state
of Washington, has flled two applice-
tions for the appropriation of water
from the Deschutes river. One calle
for the appropriation eof the stream im
Wasco and Sherman counties and the
other in Jefferson county. The eati-
mated cost for the works of the first
is $2,000,000 and for the last named
$4,000,000.

That hundreds of thousands of dol
lars’ worth of the best land in the
McKenzie river valley from Thurstem
to Cogswell's hill is menaced by the
McKenziq river, and that unless imme-
diate action Is taken it will be swept
away, is the statement made by C. R,
Seltz, forest supervisor of the Cap
cade forest, who made an examing
tion of the situatien at the request of
& number of the farmers. Already the
river has washed away a number of
good buildings, and is within 10 feet
of one of the best barns im the valley.

“QOregon farmers must turm to the
bulk method of handling grain,” said
J. C. Hawkins, of the United States
department of agriowiture, co-opesad
ing with the Oregon Agricultural col
lege, who in company with a co-work-
er, W. B. Oldham, is spending two
weaks in and near Heppuner. “The
United States govermment has coms
mandeered 0,000,000 sacks for army
purposes,” continued Mr. Hewkins,
“and last year there were shipped into
this country from Calcutta only 39.-
I prediot that grais
bags will be selling for 26 cents a
plece and I doubt if they can be had

ether first or second hand, and ship
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FIRST HALL MARKS

Hieroglyphics Stamped on Gold
and Silver in 1300.

Guild Formed in Early Days to Pro-
tect the Buyer in the Matter of
Purity of Metal.

What are the strange hleroglyphics
stamped on the back of sllver articles
in England, and what do these marks
signify? This Is a question which has
often puzzled the Inquisitive, A tedi-
ous and technical subject, you say.
On the contrary, a most absorbing and
appealing qne. Read here what an ex-
pert In the matter of these markings
has to say, and he eonvinced.

“ghe first hall mark was used In
Paris in 1300, It was employed for
both gold and sllver, principally  the
former. Bome goldsmiths had been
undarselling others and as there was
no difference in labor or perfection
of detall, It was obvious that much
Inferior metal was heing used. So &
guild was founded to protect the buy~

The gulld spécified the ‘Paris touch,’
which meant that a certaln standard
of metal was to be maintained.

“About 1827 a stir took place In
England for a slightly different rea-
son. Privateering off the coast was
frequent, the result belng that silver
vessels were brought back and made
elther Into coins or other vessels. AS
the produet wans of a lower grade than
the English standard, a goldsmiths’
guild was established there also, with
the rather awe-Inspiring, title of .‘Ori-
gin and Mystery of the Fellowship
of GoMsmiths' The guild specified
that standard metal must contaln 828
parts of silver and 75 parts of copper.
Its members had authority to travel
through the provinces of the United
Kingdom assaying silver vessels, and
If any specimen was not up to stand-
ard it was confiscated or a fine of dou-
ble its value was Imposed on the
maker.

“When a plece was made it was
the custom to send It to the gulld-
hall. There It was assayed and If
found to be of the proper proportion
It was stamped with the English hall
mark, or as it was then called, the
‘guildhall mark,’ commonly referred to
as ‘the king's touch.'

“A leopard’'s head was the first mark
employed In: England and the maker
nlso was privileged to place his own
stamp upon It. which generally con-
sisted of the first two letters of his
surname. As so few people were able
to read, most of the tradesmen had
signs which they placed-en their pro-
ductions, hence the modern trade
mark, In 1450 the gulldhall added a
letter marking the year that a plece
was made, hut as the full alphabet
wne not nsed, the date s very difficult
to determine. Later the leopard's
head was changed to a llon passant,
whirh In turn gave way to a lion's
with a figure of Rrit-
tania.

“The collector of old silver must
look out for the method of ‘glorify-
ing' used by unserupunlous dealers who
eut the hall marks out of old spoons
or forks and fit them Into a big plece
to mislead the unwary. It Is extra-
ordinary that ‘=0 much good old Eng-
lish silver has survived, considering
the vielssitides through which it har
passed. Tn the Wars of the Roses, for
Instance, much plate was confiscated
and melted Into colns for carrying on
the strife.”

Stones In Form of Cross.

Staurolite is a cuslous mineral, or
stone, found only in Virginia and
North Carolina, not very valuable but
interesting on aécount of a legend that
attaches to It. The name Is from the
(ireek stauros, a cross. The stone s
found In the form of a cross, or some-
times a doubhle cross. Another name
for the stone is the “fairy stone,” and
this also relates to the lenged that
the fairies llving In the caves of the
mountains, on hearing the sad tidings
of the death of Christ fashioned these
crosses as mementos of him. There
has always been some commercial de-
mand for the stof®s as curlous and
they are worn as watch charms or on
chains with lockets

Wouldn’t Be Slighted.

The prineipal of a school onece had
occasion to lick a very refractory pu-
pill. Tt was very meager punishment,
but the child complained to his father
when he went home that day. The
next day the father pald the prineipal
a visit,

“T understand.” sald the Irate parent.
“that you licked my boy yesterday.”

“I did," was the replyy “but not se
verely.”

“Well,” sald the father, “I want you
to know that I am one of the largest
taxpayers In this place and my boy I=
entitled to as good a lcking as any
other boy gets. If you slight him again.
you'll hear from me in no uncertaln
terms.”

Rope Making.

The rope Industry is largely depend-
ent upon Russian, Italian, American
and Manila hemp, the latter being far
more used than any other. With the
exception of Manila, all these hemps
are of the best fiber—that ls, they are
obtalned from the bark of the plant
The hemp Is cut, dried, and then
stacked in bundles. Later, It 18 again
apread out and exposed to dew, frost
and sun, a process that rots the gums
binding the fllaments. The dry Inner
woody part of the stem them falls off
and leaves the fibrous strips In con-
dition to be cleaned and baled for
transportation,

EGG OF PHOENIX IS FOUND

Product of the Historle Fung-Whang
Ho-Ho Bird Procured in China
by Naturalists.

Naturalists dolng fleld work in China
for American museums picked up an
€&k which the natives declared was the
egg of the Phoenlx—the Fung-Whang
Ho-Ho bird. It has just been mounted
and placed on public view in the Mu-
seum of Natural History In New York.
Examination and comparison by the
museum staff, says the Boston Trans-
eript, have resulted in the decision that
disregarding popular legend, the Im-
mense agg, 40 times the size of the egg
of the domesticated hen, Is that of a
Elgantic prehistoric ostrich. Two im-
perfect eggs of this fossll ostrich are
In existence and are owned by mu-
Beums in the United States, but this.is
the only perfect one known—*“perfect,”
the museum announces, “with the ex-
ception of a small hole through which
the original contents may have disap-
penred.” :

Its discoverer was a peasant In the
Province of Honan, China, who one
day found it sticking In she bank of
the Yellow river and kept It as &
curiosity, treasured it as ‘the egg of

revered by designers of Chinese decor-
ations. The fossil shell was filled with
water when It arrived at the museum
and was found to have a capacity of a
trifie more than two quarts, Two
quarts of albumen, yolk and proto-
plasimic material-—say four pounds of
foodstuffs—evidence that the high
cost of living was one of the modern
things anclent China did not Invent.

No sclentist has ever seen a bone
or remnant of the biped which laid
ovoids llke this one from the mud of
Yellow river. It nfay be imagined that
the travellng naturalists had some.difs
ficulty in aequiring It for the Phoentx
to which It was locally attributed
stands in Chinese art and tradition as
the symbol of immortality and resur-
rection. Farther west one of the le
gends of the bird has been that every
800 yearn it flew out of Arabia eld and
decrepit to Hollopoll, and there on ah
altar burned itself and rose from its
ashes young and beautiful once more
—no bad symbol for the China of the
present hour.

Boloism.

Charles F. Murphy of Tammany said
in a discussion of Bololsm :

“The spread of Boloism shouldn't
surprise us, for money's corrupting
power is Immense,

“Let me tell you a story. .

“A senator, while traveling in the
South, attended a colored church one
-Runday morning and put a $20 bill in
the collection plate. ¢

“The collector gave a start. He car-
ried the plate, with Its little heap of
coppers and nickels and its crisp yel-
low bill, up to the pulpit. There he
and the preacher and a couple of el
ders conversed excitedly In hissing
whispers for several minutes.

“Finally the collector tiptoed down
to. the senator and muttered in his
ear:

“‘Boss, when yo' gwine to leave dis
town?

“ “Tomorrow morning,’ said the sen-
ator. .

“ “Wall, boss,' whispered the collec-
tor, ‘we uns have decided to pass her
if you'll promise to keep still. Dere
ain’t a man In town can tell her from
a good one.'"”

An Operation by Telegraph.

An operation carried out under &
rections given by a surgeon 1800

les away and sent by telegraph

ved a life In Australia recently, ac-
cording to the Sclientific American.
The subject fell from his horse at
Hall's Creek In northern Australia and
suffered serious Injuries, Including a
rupture of the urethera. An opers-
tion was urgently necessary and there
was no doctor within 1,000 miles. The
condition of the patient was described
by telegraph to a doctor in Perth and
he sent back, hy the same means, In-
structions under which the postmaster
at Hall's Oreek with such surgical in-
struments as he could get, the chief of
which was a razor, carried out the op-
eration successfully.

Turkish Government

The Turkish government |1s a here-
ditary monarchy, of which the sultan
is both temporal and spiritual head.
The succession to the throne, or sul-
tanship, goes In the senlor male de-
scendent of the house of Osman, of
which the present sultan, Mohammed
V, is the thirty-sixth sovereign In suc-
cession and twenty-ninth since the
taking of Constantinople. Under the
constitution of Turkey, the sultan does
not marry, but all children born In the
harem, whether of free or slave wom-
en, are counted legitimate and of
equal lineage. the oldest male child
always succeeding to the throne with-
out regard to the status of the mother
or the question of marriage, which
rllly doea not figure In the case at
1.

Substitute for Ceal.

Idaho State Fuel Commissioner
Gooding is out with another warning
relative to the scarcity of fuel In the
state and asking the people of the
state to use all care possible i eon
serving the supply.

Wherever it {5 possible to get wood
it Is requested that wood by burned In-
stead of coal. Forest reserve offieials
have made it possible to draw on the
supply of down and dead timber wier-
ever it can be had.

Rallroads are to sell old ties and
bridge timbers at a nominal cost fer
fuel purposes.
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BIG GAME PROBLEM

Meat Shortage Points to Need
of Conservation.

Plan Proposed to Establish Sanctuaries
for Wild Life in the National
Reserved Foresta.

Mr. Hoover predicts a meat famine
which will last for years. As an offset
to this, Remsen Crawford writes In
Colller's, it Is proposed to establish
game sanctuaries in the national re-
served forests, where all kinds of big
game may breed unmolested, and bills
legalizing such sanctuaries are pend-
ing In congress.

The general movement for a great
Increase of killable big game In Amen-
lca has come to be termed throughout
the country “the Hornaday plan." It
gets ‘its name from Dr. Wiliam T.
Hornaday, director of the soological
park in New York, Doctor Hornaday
is foremost among the naturslists of
the country, vice president of the
United States Army league and trus-
tee of the American Defense society.

-that tegendary Phoentx, which ts-stitH]

For more than twenty years this cham-
pion of big game has been sounding a
warning to the American people that
wild life was becoming extinct and
that some day our desolated forests
would be looked to In vain for relief
from a scarcity of home-raised mests.

Had congress and the legislatures
of severil states awakened to a realls-
ing sense of the importance of pro-
tecting wild life ten years ago there
might still be a food problem before
the American public today, but it would
be less of & calamity than it now is.
Doctor Hornaday, a conservative, ac-
curate man, estimates that several mil-
lton head of big game would be avall-
able for the market annually if proper
precautions had been taken a decade
ago. He gives it as his opinion that
even at this late day, If well-protected
breeding places for deer and elk were
provided throughout the vast ‘area of
the wild timber and brush lands of the
United States, at least a milllon bucks
might be slaughtered annually, lemv-
ing the does to go on muitiplying the
denizens of wild life in our forests.

This story of literally living on the
fat of the land s no fable; this idea
of golng “back to the tall timber” to
get our dally mieat Is no daydream.
Where _did the thousands upon thou-
sands of Indians get theirs? It is a
widely known fact in the Southern
states that many tenants of the cotton
lands live three months of the year on
rabbits, squirrels and birds without
buying a pound of Western raised
meat. It is an equally widely known
fact that In the extreme northern and
western states land owners who are
fortunate enough to be within range
of our decreasing tribes of big game
live by thelr rifles much of the time.
There is nothing visionary in the Horn-
aday plan for food rellef.

Meatiess Mince Ple.

Meatless mince meat, another eculi-
nary trinmph In the art of food con-
servation, has been brought to the
housewives of the country by the na-
tional emergency garden commission
as a worthy companion of pumpkin-
less pumpkin pie and gingerless ginger-
bread.

The new mince meat, officially de-
scribed as a “camouflage,” was tried
on five hundred troops on a transport,
who pronounced it perfect and called
for more.

Half a package of seeded raisins,
half a pound of prunes stewed with
lemon julce and peel, one-quarter cup-
ful sweet cider, four tablespoonfuls
brown sugar; chop the raisins and
prunes together and the resuilt is sald
to be a meatless mince ple which will
accord with the food administration's
meatless Tuesday.

Sleeper Tax Hits Porters.

However patriotic may be the motive
of the travellng salesmen and the gen-
eral public who ride In sleeping cars,
the negro porters assert they are bear-
ing an unequal part of the new war
tax, says the Kansas City Star.

Where the porter formerly recelved
a tip of 25 cents for shining the shoes
and brushing off his passenger, the ne-
gro says the tip now Is only a dime.

“My tips have been reduced omne-
half,” one porter =ald.

The government since the first of
November has added 10 per cent to the
sleeper fare as a war tax. As It now
stands it is the porter and not the pas-

senger who Is paying the tax.

icelanders Are Intellectual.
During the crisis which has been
virtually continuous since 1874, the
people of lIceland have acquired a
stock of political acumen, which, aug- |
mented by high national intellectuality
and literacy, fully qualifies them for |
a conflict with Denmark, says a writer. *
Iceland Is among the first muntﬂu‘
of the world In literacy. Few in lh!'r
fsland ean neither read nor write, and
one author has declared that every
other man on the street Is a poet.
Literature is not confined to any par-
ticunlar class—one of the most lucld de-
scriptions of the land ever written ls
the work of a gulde, while many fisher-
men write poetry of merit.

Use Paper as Fuel.

BEvery household In Italy saves all
the odd bits of paper. These are
soaked In water and kneaded Into balls,
then put in the sun to dry. They will
serve to give a little heat later on.
Walk down a fashionable street In
Milan and you will see pyramids of
these paper balls in the balconles of
the houses of the rich-—-Exchange.

*

WHEN MASEFIELD FIRST SANG

Author of Many Songs as a Youngster
~ Often Lulled His Bose’ Baby
to Sleep.

In the hidden recesses of Paradise
slley you may see a service flag with
one star. But how are you to see Para-
dise alley? It is in_Greenwich village.
The entrance is through a hole In the
wall In Sixth avenue, hetween Jeffer-
son Market jail and Eleventh street,
recalls a writer in the New York Mall.

In Paradise alley there Is a roWw of
quaint dwellings that seem to slant in
outrageous. fashion. In faet, everything
in Paradise alley Is strange to the point
of queerness. But onee within the alley
you forget the world and Its bustle.
You are iga land far away.

Around the corner from Paradise al-
ley Is Patchin place. If memory does
not serve Il it was in this queer back
water spot that John Masefield ate and
slept and rocked the cradle of a man
child In the days when he “tended bar”
in New York town. A queer lad was

John Mansefield. A thousand songs .

struggled for birth in his brain. The
world knows many of these songs to-
day, for he ranks in the second flight
of living ‘poets, ;

L But—when John Masefield “tended

bar” in Greenwich village and ate and
slept at the boss' home In Patchin

place, the only part of the publie that -

got the benefit of his poems was the
boss' baby, for Maseflield, while he
waited for the boss’ wife to cook a
meal or “set"” the table, had to rock
the cradle and sing to keep the child
from ralsing the roof with his walls.

The babe never cried when Johm
Masefield sang. It is the testimony of
that good wife of the boss that she
never could make head or tail out of
the songs the queer youth sang—they
neither had rhyme, nor reason, ner
things that songs should have. They
were like chants, she says.

But the baby seemed to make them
even if his

Bpeaking of the value of & careful
lookout as a protection against the
submarine, the first lord of the admir
alty, 8ir Eric Geddes, sald that If a
submariné is sighted by the lookout
on a vessel—whether the vessel 8
armed or not makes no difference—it
Is seven to three on the ship in faver
of its getting away. Out of every ten
attacks, when the submarine is sight-
ed by the ship, seven of them fall, but
of every ten attacks when the subma-
rine Is not sighted elght ships go
down. In this connection we note that
Sir Alfred Yarrow offered, some
months ago, a monetary reward to the
first seaman on any merchant vessel
to deteet the presence of a submarine.
In the case of the American destroyer,
recently sunk, It will be noted that
the presence of a submarine was not
known until the ship was torpedoed.
Will some American offer a similar
bonus for the seamen on our ships?—
Scientific American.

War Beer in Germany.

Reports from Berlin recently re-
celved In London show that the kaiser's
subjects are facing a further reduction
in the supply of beer, says the New
York Times, The amount of malt
avallable for brewing has just been
fixed, and, whereas the amount for the
last year was 25 per cent of the peace
quota, the amount for the next year is
to be only 10 per cent in North Ger-
many, and 15 per cent in Bavaria.

When the requirements of the army
and of the munitions factories—which
in Germany get precedence—have
been met, there will be enough malt to
provide the eivil population with about
one-third of its consumption In peace
time, but the beer is only the thin
“war heer.” The barley harvest in the
rest of Germany has been bad, and
there Is now a great increase In the
proportion of barley that is used for
food.

After the War.

“T shall want some money today,
dear,” sald George Pipwhistle to his
wife before the latter set out for busi-
ness one morning In 1927. And Mrs.
Pipwhistle, grumbling the while, hand-
ed out the chips and waved her hand
from the garden gate as she made a
dasgh for the eight-nineteen.

Three hours after Mrs. P. had re-
turned from the city, George Pipwhis-
tle eame In. He had a mountaln of
parcels In his arms and the light of
triumph In his eyes,

“Yes," he panted, as he untied the
parcels and disclosed four corkscrews,

{a stuffed owl, an assortment of paint

brushes, a remnant of a cloth-bound
“Uncle Tom's Cabin,” six walking
sticks, a toasting fork, a brace of tin
openers, and a roasting jack. “Such a
scramble! It's just about the best
bargain sale that ever was!"

Crop and Drug Plants.

One of the projects outlined by the
committee on botany of the national
research council is the search for wild
plants which may be used as wartime
substitutes for the more costly crop
plants. During the Civil war Dr. John
Porcher, a Southerner, published a
book giving a llst of plants of the
Sounth which could be substituted for
much-needed food and drug plants. It
1s suggested that information might bhe
obtained from hunters, trappers,
woodsmen, farmers, Indjgns and the
forelgners, who plek up considerable
food from the countryside. Similar In
formation 18 desired concerning plants=
that can be used in medicine,

The supreme court has set Novem
ber 13 and 14 as dates for hearing
arguments in the Hyde-Benson land
fraud cases
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