Embezzler

The Mystery of a Man and
His Daughter. |

By AGNES G. BROGAN

The hotel keeper's wife rocked to
and fro in her chair upon the ve-
randa.

“It's my opinion that there’s
something very mysterious about the
whole ir,” she confided to her
friend, who kept the village grocery.
“Fancy a stylish young lady with an
invalid mother moving into that !
leaky, crumbling old house, though |
no one has secu the mother yet, far
as I can find out.”

“I ought not to mention this,”
said the other, “but it’s been trou-
bling me a great deal. The girl
came down to the store a few days

o, and when I made out the little

| they’ve becn owing she looked
it over carelessly, then drew off one
of her diamond rings and laid it
upon the counter and asked mé to
take it as security.”

The hotel keeper’s wife leaned
forward. “I believe they are stolen
goods,” she said excitedly.

A soft, rystling sound at the far-
ther end of the veranda caused the
women to start suddenly and peer

h a screen of vines where the
brightly lighted end of a cigar glow-
ed in the darkness.

“Who is it ?” Mrs, Briggs asked ir

» whisper. |

“It’s & young man from the citﬂ: P

her friend answered ; “came just

fore supper. I forgot he was
there.” l

The person referred to came lei-
surely toward them.

“Pardon me,” he said in a pleas-
ing voice. “Could you direct me to
the home of Robert Reynolds? 1
have been told he moved here

lately.” :

"Igever heard of the name,” the
hotel keeper’s wife said thoughtful-
ly, while Mrs. Briggs volunteered
ic information that the only new
arrivals in the village were the resi-
dents of the dilapidated old house
upon the hill, who were known as

rs. May and her daughter, Miss
Miriam.

The stranger thanked them and
proceeded down the readway.

It was difficult to distinguish the
old house through the dense growth |
of trees which surrounded it, while
the wooden gate at the entrance to
the grounds was bridged across with
shrubs and overhanging branches.
The man, reaching over to examine

1 der the blind. ¥

Are you coming? the owmer
asked.

“It is not necessary to go inside,”
Madden said unexpectedly. “I can
form a pretty good opinion out
here.”

Then the girl flashed at him a
smile of gratitude. “I thank you,”
she murmured softly, “My patient
dislikes to be disturbed.”

Miriam, as in thought he called
her, was quite friendly after that
and would often linger at the gate
to talk when he passed the house
upon one pretense or another,
though the tangled branches seem-
ed to bar him out as completely as
an iron door might have done. But
he had been sent upon an important
commission and still deliberated
long how best to accomplish his

urpose, So when upon a moon-
ﬁght night he had heep::) irresistibly
drawn toward the house upon the
hill he passed noiselessly th h
the gateway, then on through the
deserted gardens to where a light
shone from beneath a half drawn
curtain. Stooping, he peered un-

“Perhape,” said a low mocking
voice, “you will be kind enough to
tell me what you expect to find in
my house.”

Madden straightened suddenly
and looked in the direction of &
shadowy corner where a girl’s white
clad figure was dimly outlined. “I
—I beg your pardon for having
frightened you,” he said in confu-
sion. “It is time I should be frank |
with you. The man whom I hoped
te find in that room is Robert Reyn-
olds, of whom you have heard.”

The girl arose. Her face shone
very white in the moonlight, and
her eyes were wide with hurt sur-!
rise. “He is not in that house,”
she said slowly. “Have I not told
you so ?”

“You have,” he answered dogged-
ly, “and you will think me worse
than impertinent now when I con-
fess that 1 thought“you might be
concealing this man’s 1dentity out of [
a mistaken idea of benefit to him.” |

She interrupted him angrily. “I|
will listen to vou no longer,” she |
said. “There is no reason why I
should troable to prove my truth-
fulness, Nevertheless”—she waved
her hand toward the great, silent
house—*“yon are at liberty to _con-
vince yourself. I will remain here.”

Madden ignored the-offer. “Will
“you at least allow me the privilege
of explaining,” he asked desperate-
ly, “tomorrow, if you would be so
kind ?"

The girl turned from him and
slowly ascended the steps. At the
doorway she paused. “You may ex-

RHODES AND THE AFRICANS.

Hew the Empire Bullder Ruled the
Savage Native Chiefs.

John Hays Hammond, the noted
nin.? engineer, tells in the Ameri-
can Magazine of the most wonder-
ful man he knows. He names Cecil
Rhodes as this man, and he says:

“The iufluence of Mr. Rhodes on
the South African natives was al-
most uncanny. Once a grave native
war let loose against the white set-
tlers. Rhodes undertook to stop the
combat single handedly after the
British commissioner had been
treated with studied contempt by
the native chief. His dusky majes-
g had kept the representatives of

e British crown out on the veldt
for three days before condescending

to fulfill a prearrpnigd meeting.
Even then he gave the envoy mo
satisfaction.

“Rhodes then took the matter up
and arranged through nmmmgl
for a talk gwi_th the native and then
kept him waiting—exactly three
days.

“Despite the fighting men who
surrounded the chief, Mr. Rhodes
scorned to carry a single weapon or
allow a single soldier to accompany
him. He had in his hand only a
riding crop.

“The king squatted in state on
the only seat available, leavi
Rhodes standing. Rhodes ord
him up and teok the seat. -

“‘What do you mean by killing
my white people ? he demanded.

“At first the native was offended,
but the personality and fearlessness
of the empire builder soon cowed
him. When Rhodes left he carried
a solemn pledge that not another
shot would be fired. Not only did
‘the chief keep his word, but when
‘the great spirit of Africa’ died and
was laid to rest in the lonely, unin-
habited Matopos representatives of
the chief fired a royal salute over
his grave, an honor never before or
since 'p;id to the memory of a white
man.’ :

Partial Eclipse of the Honeymoon.

In early American households
maternal authority was not lightly
to be defied. When Charlotte Fen-
wick, a southern beauty of the Rev-
olutionary period, was fifteen years
old she took advantage of the ab-
sence of her mother in England to
fall in love with a northerner, Ma-
jor William Leigh Plerce, and to
marry him. On Mrs. Fenwick’s re-
turn to Savannah, which had been
hastened by news of the approach
of the Engiish army to Charleston,
she was lighly indignant to find
her daughter married to a stranger.

“And who is this Major Pierce?”

plain tomorrow,” she said brokenly,

| “while I shall confess.” |

She came to meet him upon the |
following morning, such a pat.hetic,'

the interior of the garden, was met

drooping little figure that Madden,

by a low, threatening growl, | in his anxiety to hasten through the |
“What is it, Don?” called a clear | ordeal would have spoken at once,"

young voice, and a girl’s face ap- but she put out a protesting hlnd.r

peared above the brambles, Tt was |
rather disconcerting to be thus look-
ing directly into a pair of question-
ing blue eyes, but he managed to
stammer out his desire to locate a
certain Robert Reynolds.

“We are strangers here,” the girl
told him. “I am afraid I cannot

holpMyon.

“My name is Madden,” he said
confidentially. “I am the bearer of
an important message for a Mr.
Robert Reynolds.”

The girl looked steadily into his
face. er own had grown very
white. “I repeat,” she said em-
phatically, “that I cannot help you.”
Then down through the sleepy gar-
den there came a querulous cry,
growing more imperative as she
waited with sudden terror in her
oves.

Py

“Miriam ! wailed the voice. |
“Miriam !" [
“Go, please,” she whispered |

breathlessly, then ran swiftly to-
ward the house.

As Madden fastened the gate be-
hind him he closed his mouth de-
terminedly. If Robert Reynolds was
concealed there, as he had reason to
suppose, he must not again allow a
-sense of chivalry to deter him from
seeking him out, foreibly if it need
be. One could not openly doubt a
lady’s word, but when another o
g:rtunity presented itself he would

resolute.

The opportunity arrived when he
met the owner of the much discuss-
ed house one'day at the hotel. “If
it’s for sale,” Madden remarked cas-
ually, “I might go dp with you and
look it over.” /

The girl whose face haunted him
continually, whose blue eves moved

him so quickly from bafMed anger to ! swered her quietly, “Your husband.”

ity, looked up, startled, from the
owers she was clipping as they ap-
proached.

“This gentleman wants to go over
the house, Mise May. He is think-
ing of buying,” the landlord ex-

plained.

As they neared the doorway with
its quaint white pillars she turned |
suddenly and looked up at Madden. |
Pleadingly, entreatingly, her eyes |

sought his as she stood hesitating. |

“If you please,” she asked, “may I
tell my story first 7 |

He silently nodded assent, then |
stood looking gravely down upon her ‘
as she sat before him. {

“It 18 needless to tell you,” she
be%:n in a low, hopeless tone, “that
Robert Reynolds is my father. You |
are also acquainted with the facts
which made it necessary for us to|
hide away in this isolated village. |
They were too ready to judge him, |
I think, those boasted friends of his, |
and to emblazon his guilt in all the !
papers.” She covered her face with
trembling hands. “I seem to see al-
ways the glaring headlines, ‘Robert
Reynolds, Treasurer of the Elite
Club, Absconded.” But there are
some things you do not know. How
this disgrace, following as it did so
closely upon the failure of the busi-
ness which left us penniless, chang-
ed my father from a strong, reliant
man into a child startled at every
sound! And I, who had never been
taught to decide for myself, had now
to act for us both. So, wisely or un-
wisely, I brought him here, where I
have been doing my best to allay
his fears—trying to coax him back
to courage.”

“I did not come to persecute your
father, chilr? snid Madden. “T have
been searchfng for him, that is true,
but it was in order to bring him
good news, to clear his name of a

alse imputation.”

Miriam gave a little ery. “Oh,
how shall I know it is true?” she
said. “Whom can I trust ?”

He bent over, looking down at
her pityingly. “There is one whom
you would have to trust always,” he
said gently. And when she asked,
doubting, who that might be he an-

|

And early that evening Mrs.
Briggs hurried down to visit her
friend at the hotel. “It beats all,”
she said by way of greeting. “That
mysterious lady of ours was married
at the parsonage this afternoon to
the very detective who came to ar-
rest her, no doubt, and he ha-
brought back all them stolen rings

But the other wns g0 overcome In
this astonishing news that she could
find no words to reply.

she demanded.

“A gentleman, madam!” young
Mrs. ‘Pierce haughtily replied. [
“Go to your room, madam,” com- |
manded Mrs. Fenwick seyerely, I
“and stay the rest of the day!” I

And the little bride meeklyi
obeyed. '

|
: Pens In the Tropice. ‘
The ordinary steel pens used in |
temperate climates, particularly
those used in the United States, are |

| not adaptable to the tropics on ac- }

count of rusting. This is especially
true during the rainy season and at |
seaports. Bronze or brass pens or |
those coated with bronze do not
seem to be thus affected. Ink de- |

climates and often has the con- |
sistency of gum. On the ordinary |
steel pens this aids the rust and is |
hard to wipe off if left for a short |
time. With the bronze or brass pen |
or with a pen coated with bronze |
the coated ink is easily wiped or|
burned off.—Indianapolis News. .-
The Value of Education, 'I

Late statistics show that unedn-!
cated laborers earn on the average |
$500 per annum for forty vears, a |
total of $20,000; high school grad- |
uates earn on the average $1,000 a |
year for forty years, a total of 840, |
000. This additional education re- |
quires twelve years of schooling of
180 days each, a total of 2,160 ga_w
of school. If that many days adds
$20,000 to the income of life, then |
each day at school adds #9.02, The |
child that stays out of school to earn |
less than 89 per day is losing money, ]
not making money. ;

Whele Hog or Nona ‘
“Whole hog or none” refers to the |
alleged custom of Mohammed to al- ‘
low his followers to eat all except
one portion of a pig, which portion,
however, was not specified. The re-
sult, therefore, was that if a Moham- |
medan did not wholly avoid the use
of pork he might as well run the
risk of consuming the whole hog as
to eat any portion thereof.

Zine. '
Zine is ductile between 212 and |
302 degrees F. and can then be
shaped as required. But when ei-
ther above or below these limits it |
becomes brittle and unpliant and |
therefore not adapted for treatment
It melts at about 786 degrees F. if |
volatilization is gnarded against. |

1
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K Flags In England.
e early inhabitants of England,
like those of other countries, used
emblematic devices of one kind or
another,

8 white horse. The introduction of

flags into England is ascribed to St. |,

Augustine, the missionary, and his
followers, who, after the convention
of King Ethelbert, entered Canter-
bury in procession, chanting and
bearing small banners.

Strange Ways of Salmon.
The Chinook salmon as they as-
cend the sireams to the spawning
grounds fight and starve ty@mselves,

not eating from thetime they leave |

the salt water, so that only the
hardiest survive, and these, when
the spawning season is over, die.
The young swim to the salt water,
where they live four years, when
they in turn destroy themselves to
preserve the species,

Beginning of the Trouble.

“Yes,” said DBreezem, who hap-
pened to be in a repliniscent mood,
“during mv vounger days I sowed
the wind/ hut later”—

“Well, what- happened
queried Mrs. Breezem,

“I married von,” continued the
alleged bead of the matrimonial
eombine.—Chicago News.

The Oregon
Agricultural College

Where trained specislists with modern lab-
eratories and adequate equipment give in-
struction leading to collegiate degrees in the
following schoals

AGRICULTURE, with 15 departments;

COMMERCE, with 4 departments;

ENGINEERING, with 6 departments, in-
eluding Civil, Electrical, Highway, Industrial
Arts, Irrigation, and Mechanical Engineering;

FORESTRY, including Logging Eagineer-
ing:

later ?”

HOME ECONOMICS, with 4 major depars-
ments, including training in the Mractice
House ;

MINING, with three departments, inslud-
ing Chemical Enginedring;

PHARMACY.

THE SCHOOL OF MUSIC, offers instrue
tion in the principal departments of vocal
and instrumental musje.

THE MILITARY DEPARTMENT, enrolled
1085 cadets in 191617, and won recommen-
dation for 0. A, C. from the Western Depart-
ment of the U. 8, War Department ss one of
the fifteen ‘‘distinguished institutions'' of
higher learning. All cadets will-be furnished
eomplete uniforms by the U. 8 Government
and the junior and senior cadets, enrolled in
the R. O, T. C., will ba given commutation for
subsistence, % well as all transportation and
subsistence at the six weeks' Summer eamp.

BEGISTRATION BEGINS OCTOBER 8,
49#17. Information om request. Address
Registrar, Oregon Agricultural “College,
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Executor and Executrix Notice of

Final Settlement.

Notice is hereby given that the :
jomt executor and executrix of
Testament of H. ]
filed their final

0'“ t
day, November
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PACIFIC_COLLEGE

A home institution that offers to young
men and young women the benefits of a lib-
eral education under good influences at a
minimum expense.

Tts courses of study are arranged to give that broad cul-
ture which should be the possession of every intelligent man

and woman, which includes Philosophy, History and
Political Science, the Languages, Biblical Litera-

ture and History, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, Public Speaking, Home Economics, Music.

Last year a Commercial Course was added, which
proved to be popular.

The date of opening the new school year is October 1.
For Catalogue and further information

Address the Presi_dent, Levi T. Pennington

AUTOMOBILE OWNERS

ATTENTION!

We have recently installed a STORAGE BAT-
TERY RECHARGING STATION.
position to give you prompt battery service,
which you are rightfully entitled to at an up-to-

We are in a

date garage. .

FIREPROOF
GARAGE

McCOY BROS:

Fine Job Printing at the Graphic Ofice
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