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idea of stopping by its side and awak-
ening Pepeeta from her stupor there.
“She will not notice the difference”
he sald to himself; “and if she did not
witness the fatal blow I ean persuade
her that 1 overpowered the doctor and
forced him to return while she wts In
her swoon.”

Stopping the horse, ‘he lifted her In-
animate form from the carriage, bore
brook, lald it gen-

sion &nd relinquished his claim. And
so we have nothing to do but forget
him and be happy. Are you fetling
better now?™

“Yes, | am. better; but I am not
well: 1 cannot shake it off. It seems
too dreadful to have been real. And
yet how much better it Is than if one
of you had been killed! Oh! I wish I
could stop seeing it. Yet us go! Let
us leave this gloomy wood. Let us
get out Into the sunshine. Bee! It Is
getting dark. We must not stay here
any longer.”

“Yeda, let us go.” he sald, rising, Nft-
ing her gently from the ground and
Jeading her back to the buggy. In
which they took their seats and drove
rapidly forward.

Pepeeta's thought were full of glad-
ness: and Davids full of agony—they
rushed tumultuously back and forth
through his mind llke contrary winds
through a forest.

“Was it not enough that I should be
an Adam, and fall? Must I also be-
come & Cain and go forth with the
brand of a murderer on my forehead 7"
e kept saying to himself.

CHAPTER XIL

The morning after the fight David
and Pepeets hurried on to Loulwville,
and from there took & steamer to New

known and unobserved; bBut as soon
as the first confusion had passed. their
singular beauty and unusual appear-
ance made them the cynosure of every
eye.

“wWho s that splendid fellow ™ wom-
en aaked each other, as David passed
with Pepeeta on his arm, while under
thelr breaths men declared that his

?
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were first astonished, then bewildered.
As thelr nerve falled them, David's as-
surance increased, and when day broke
ten thousand déllars lay upon the ta-
ble before him as the result of his
skiliful and desperate efforta

Thelr loss astonished and enraged
the gamblers to such & degree that
with a preconcerted signal they sprang
at their opponent, determined to re-
gain thelr money by viclence. The

attracted and destroyed their
sands. X

The newspapers made the g ¥y
throngs of that gayest of all citi~~ fa-
millar with the incidents of Dav'*s
advent. He End Penesta hecame the
talk of the town, Thev rented a fash-
jongble house, and &wung out into the
current of the mad life of the metropo-
lis of the Routh,

For a lttle while this -~ "*-=ent
and glory softened the pain In the
heart of the man who belleved himself
to be & murderer and encouraged him
to hope that It might eventually pass
away. He played recklessly but suc-
cessfully, for he was & transient favor-
ite of the fickle goddess. When gam-
bling lost its pewer to drown the voice
of consclence, there was the race, the
play and the wine cup! To sash of
them appealing In turn, he went whirl.
ing madly around the o' -~ circles of
the great maelstrom in which se many
brilllant youtha were swallowed In
those ante-bellum days.
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For two years David and Pepeeta
lived together in New Orleans. They
were years full of import, and of trou-
ble. A baby came to them, lingered a
few weeks, and then died. David pur-
sued the occupation he had chosen,
with the vicissitudes of fortune usual-
ly attending the votaries of games of
chance, and the moral and aspiritual
deterioration which they Invariably de-
velop.

Pepeeta altered strangely. Her bloom
disappeared and an expression of sad-
nesa became habitual on her face. Bhe
was surrounded by luxuries of every
kind, but they did not give her peace.
With an ambition which never flagged
she sought self-improvement, and at-
tained It to & remarkable degree. En-
dowed with an inherited aptitude for
culture, she read and studied books,
observed and!imitated elegant man-
ners, and rapidly absorbed the best
elements of such higher lite as she
had accesa to, until her natural beauty
and charm were wonderfully enhanced.

.Yet she was not happy. for her lfe

with David had brought her nothing
but surprise and  disappoinument;
something had come bétween tiem, she
knew not what

“Dey dea growed apaht” sald the
old negro "mammy,” who was with
them during those two years. ‘“‘Seem-
to des tech snch other like mahbles
at & single point, stade of meltin’ to-
gedder lak two drops of watah runnin’
down a window Mars' David,
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streteh out her Il han's,
run away or struck her,
to the II'l baby's grave,
lak a shadder through
apd still,. Dar
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| come incomprehensible to each
| was sanctified by it. Day by day
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| comes between two. lovers, suspicion
ear inevitably result. They
other.
she

became more patient, geptle and re-
signed, and In proportlon ds she grew
in these gmces, her lover's wae and
fear increased, and so they drifted (ar-
ther and farthgr apart. Such rela-
| tlonships canpot centinue forever,
they generully terminate in tragedy.
After the first few months’ excite-

It was a_frightful discipline; bat
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his new life, David's consciene |

ment of -

began to torment hitg snew. He be-|

came meluncholy, then .moody, and|

‘fnally fell Into the habit of =i ¢

hours among the crowds

swarmed the gambling rooms,

ing over his secret. From stage

| stage in the evolution of his

he passed until he at last

of superstition, which attacks the

of the gambler as rust does |

#0 the wretched vietim of many

sat one evening at the close of the

second year with his hat dra the

over his eyes, reflecting upon his with an
“What's the matter, Davy?” asked ned. “She actually did.

player who had lost his stake, and was felt so ashamed of her that

whistling good-humoredly as he .
a‘.'l.“ ‘ al David 'm‘ oy sable

ve me one,” v ]

and reached for a glass mug o -“:': ;
w-nmmm&um: Sina u friend of Bine.”

was resorting fhore more as

troubles grew Intolerable. : ‘:"*"‘um

thing happened! As he put it to his admitted the girl

lips its bottom dropped .upon the tx- bossed dog 4

zmtummmm when Harry bro
and down the ficor, It was hung it it

straw that bn':: the camel’'s would :#‘“"

it had arouséd a superstitions iberately halfway across
With a smothered cry he therd. Willie

his feet and gazed around .‘ht’m "

companions. They, 160, had she needn’t have

the untoward accident, and to

well s to0 him it was a symbol of rushed up she looked

aster. Not one of them doubted nnocent and surprised as could
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After Once Tasting It. 9

In the intervals of rest and recrea~
himself he may do worse than give
his most attentive oconsideration ¢t

tions until shot—an operation which,
however 1t might shock Mr. Rees, Is
one of the most beneficent acts of the
sportsman.

As the writer In the aforesald
periodieal says, the transition from
cattle slaying to man slaying s not
A great step. Where cattle abound hu-
man beings are, and once the tiger
has tasted thp human meat it develops
#n extraordinary passion for it. And
80 It must have its dally feed. It
goes anywhere in search of food.

Many years ago a tiger swam the
Rangoon river, nearly a mile In width,
and landed In the heart of the local
ity, orept under the ralsed floor of a
Burman hut and was promptly
slaughtered.

About alx years ago a large tiger
wayq observed on the platform of the
Shwe-Dogan pagoda at Rangoon and
was shot by a party of soldlers told
off for the purpose. The superstitions
Burmese attributed the outbreak of
plague In Rangoon to the shooting of
this tiger, which they declared was
pome particular manifestation of the
Buddha. It is a curlous fact, how-
ever, that the plague oulbreak oo
curred /shortly afterward,’ and the
eity has not sinoce been free of the
scourge.

A Cempromise. |

“You'll have to send for anothe:
doctor,” sald the one who had been
called after & glance at the patient.

“Am 1 so 11l as that?’ gasped the
sufferer.

“I dom't kmow fust how {ll you are”
replied the man of medicine, “but I
know you're the lawyer who cross-ex-
amined me when | apepared as an ex-
pert witness. My conscience womn't let
me kill you, and I'll be hanged if 1
want to cure you. Goed day."—Phila
delphia Inquirer.

Before and After,

Bhe was a .Irivolous, fashionibie
young woman with beaux galore, but
one man with ofly & small Income
seemed to be the favorite

“You'll have to work hard belfore
you win that girl,” sald his mother.

“And a good deal harder after
win her,” answered his father, who
knew what he was talking about-—
P'm-mu

Kindness 1p ourveives & the hobey|

‘that blunta the sting of unkindness
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beauty.” s

“That's what I say,” sald the girl
with the dog collar. “I know a lot
of girls there might have been some
excuse for. Bhe stood there hall a
minute at least.
don’t homestly believe, though, that I

didn’t know what she was dolng.”

“That wasn't the only place you had
mistletos hung, was t?" asked the
girl with the sable muff.

“Well, I shonld say not,” replied the
gir! with the turqtolse bossed dog
collar. “There was a big bunch In
the coxy corner and another In the
bay window Behind the curtains. No,
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“Papa.”

said little Petle, “dom
ringle bring MNttle boys

Christmas?™ *“No, my son’
“Why do you ask?
wonderin’ what them nes
was [ found away back in the lod
the trunks."—Phlladelphly

new leaf, New Year's day, old man?

Schermerhorn—No, golng to tur
over the same old leaf-—Brookiyn Ha
gle.
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At the point where the first comch
left the track, the right rail was brok-
en into fragments for several feet and
torn entirely from the ties,

~ Japs Kill Hawaiian Birds.

Seattle, Dee. 16.—The United States
revenue ecutter Thetis, Captain W. V.
E. Jacobs, sailed for Honolulu,
where she will be stationed during the
next 18 months. The Thetis, accord-
ing to information reesived here, is be-
ing sent to the Hawaiiam Tslands at
the nest of the Aundubon society.
Complaints have been made to the gov-
ernment at Washington that Ju
on the islands are ecapturing and kill-
ing the Hawaiian birds and sending
| the feathers to Japan, where the plum-
|age is prepared for the market and
|sent to London and Paris milliners.

| Butte Switchmen Retumm to Placea

| Butte, Mont.,, Dec. 16.—As a_ result
of a conference between representatives
of the striking switchmen employed in
|the Botte yards, W M, Clark of In-
| dianapolis, viee-president of the Order
of Railway Conduetors, and Robert Me-
Intyre, of Los Angeles, vice-president
of the Brotherhood of Railway Train-
men, 40 strikers returned te work to-
day. The Amalgamated Copper com-
pany's local mines also resumed oper-
ations this morming with a full foree
of 3,000 men.

Oklahoma Bank Law Wina
Keifer, Okla., Dee, 16.—Every depos-
it:rl :f tl:o*:‘int State bank of Kolhri
which o erday as a result o
the - failure J-t'ln l{mm National
hank of Tulsa who demanded his money
today was paid in full. The bank s
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.| ptotected by the state guaranty fuad,




