
V

I ■
NEWBERG ^GRAPHIC

■

C. It. WOOOWACO, I

NEWBERG. OREGON

EVENTS O F T H E  DAT
Newsy Item  Gatter** b in  AO 

farts el the World.
Lm i  Importent bot Not Los* Int 

••HiV H >np»nhy fr«m Points 
Outside th i  State.

Many political exiles of Venezuela 
•re  returning to  their homes.

Hooeevelt eavs the only thing about 
h it African trip  ho fears is the fever.

I t  is believed American Ambsassdsr 
Griaeom will resign his post a t Borne.

Henry W. Poor, a  leading Wall street 
broker, has assigned. His liabilities 
will reach $5,000,000.

Castro has witnessed what to him is 
a unique spectacle—a snowstorm and 
skating on natural ice.

Governor Hughes has appointed a 
commission to investigate the Ne 
York produce and cotton exchangee.

Chicago contractors who have been 
in the habit of giving presents to city 
officials a t Christmas time th is year 
had their gifts returned. •

Gomes’ power as ruler of Venesuela 
is Anally established. Many suits have 
been commenced against Castro and he 
will lose $2,000,000 by the turn of af 
fa in . .

Plans are all complete for the arrest 
of about 40 more Pittsburg grafters. 
The railroads are aiding the movement, 
as it is cheaper to oust them than to 
pay their priee.

The bank at Monrovia, Cal., has 
lost $20,000, which m ysteriously dis­
appeared.

One man was killed and three per­
sons injured in an automobile wreck 
in California.

Christmas was celebrated all over 
the United States by lavish gifts and 
feasts to  poor.

The bribery of P ittsburg council- 
men by bankers has been taken up by 
the government.

A crazy French Royalist tried to 
pull President Fallieres' beard, and
was promptly arrested.

0

An appeal may be made to  T aft to
pardon Gompers, Mitchell and M orri­
son in case their appeal fails.

Claus Spreckels, the sugar ki 
critically ill at his home in San

ng, is 
Fran-

it is feared he cannot sur-cisco, and 
vive.

The Chicago saloqp question may 
be put to  a referendum vote next 
April. T he anti-saloon elem ent is 
gaining in strength.

Oklahoma prisoners, who are con­
fined in the Kansas penitentiary, com­
plain of cruel treatm ent and an inves­
tigation is to  be made.

A boy of 15 is under arrest at Mount 
Clement, Mich., charged with stealing 
at least $30,000 from postoffice boxes. 
H e was caught while cashing a check.

Express companies were swamped 
w ith Christmas business.

Cosgrove has so far recovered that 
“be is able to  walk little.

Count Boni de Castellane lost his 
suit for possession of his children.

H arrim an has been reported ill, 
but his physician says it was only a 
slight bilious attack.

The m onitor W yoming, now at 
Mare Island navy yard, will be 
changed to  the Cheyenne.

F ire in Brooklyn drove hundreds 
into the streets, destroying an entire 
block of property, valued at $1,000,- 
•00.

The steam er Stork sank in Hudson 
bay, taking down a cargo of fur val­
ued at $1,500,000. T he crew ail es­
caped.

- T he receiver of the old Panama 
Canal company declares the story of 
graft in the purchase of the property 
by the governm ent a fable.

Ex-Senator Clark, of Montana, re­
membered bis employees at Christ­
m as by giving them turkeys. Between 
10,000 and 13,000 birds were neces­
sary.

Fire destroyed a great tenem ent 
building on W est 127th street, New 
York. A number of people were in­
jured and it is feared some were 
killed. >

Secretary Root has signed an arbi­
tration trea ty  with San Salvador.

A shortage of over $7,000,000 in the 
city 's money has been unearthed at 
Lisbon, Portugal.

The Japanese diet is in session. A 
member of the Constitutional party 
was elected speaker.

The supreme court has decided that 
Los Angeles has the right to  regulate 
liqubr establishments.

The cruiser Buffalo will leave San 
Francisco early in January with a b a t­
talion of marines, officers and men for 
Honolulu.

Two hundred thousand Chinook sal­
mon eggs have been shipped from the 
governm ent hatchery at Redding, Cal., 
to  the Argentine Republic.

K ing Manuel, of Portugal, has 
charged Dr. W. Desperca de Lima, ex- 
m inister of foreign affairs, to  form a 
cabinet, the success of which, how­
ever, is doubtful.

The supreme court of California has 
denied a petition for a rehearing of 
the case of Mrs. Cornelia Botkin, now 
serving a life sentence for sending 
poisoned candy through the mail.

Chiefs of the .native tribes of Ger­
man Samoa are planning an uprising 
•gainst the borne government.

CUBANS IN CONTROL.

Evacuation by American Army Begins 
New Year« Day.

Havana, Dee. 29— New Y ear’s day 
will witness the beginning of thd  evac­
uation of Cuba by the army of pacifi­
cation, which has been in possession of 
the island since the beginning of the 
provisional government, in October, 
1906. The first provisional regiment of 
marines, numbering 900, which will be 
among the first troops to leave, are now 
concentrating fssm various posts at 
Camp Columbia. ; ji j i t

About half this regiiueet will sail in 
January on the cruiser Prairie, which 
arrived here Christmsk eve, bound for 
Newport News. The Prairie will return 
about the middle of the month and 
embark the Remainder. The final em­
barkation will not occur until April 1.

The embarkation will be effected with 
as little ceremony as possible and it is 
probable that their departure will be 
made with ae little  notice as marked 
their landing. The porpoee in deferring 
the departure of a portion of the 17th 
Infantry until April 1 has been the 
subject of considerable speculation, but 
H is believed this was agreed upon s t 
n conference between Governor U a 
goon and President-elect Gomes. I t  is 
not thought to be a measure of pre­
caution, for which not the slightest 
necessity is apparent, but it probably 
ife for the purpose of keeping the bar­
racks and quarters in good order until 
it is possible to turn over to the Cuban 
authorities a model camp for occupa­
tion by the new permanent army under 
command of General Pino Guerrera, the 
nucleus of which will be formed, it is 
intended, w ith the present corps of Cu­
ban artillery and 1,000 members of the 
Burn! Guard.

OREGON St

NEW LIGHT ON HISTORY;
- jp r  -mr A L O O K U P  PACKERS

STATE TAX LEVY.

CASTRO THE LOOTER.

Unknown Ten Y aars Ago, Now Prom - 
inant World Figure.

Washington, Dee. 29__Since Ciprin-
no Castro, president of Venezuela, has 
left his country but slight regret over 
his departure and subsequent vicisai 
tudes have been expressed on the part 
of the people over whom he has tyr­
annized and whom he has impoverished. 
Since 1899, when, a t the head of a rev­
olutionary army, he drove his predeces­
sor, President Andrade, from the capi­
tal sad  made himself absolute ruler of 
Venezuela, Castro seems to have had 
but one obejet in view,' namely, to en­
rich himself. And is  this he has sue 
eroded to an amazing extent.

Naturally no person knows, nor can 
an estimate be made of the wealth 
which Castro has garnered at the ex 
pense of the poor and rich alike among 
the Venezuelans. I t  is pretty  definitely 
known that for years he has been send­
ing vast sums of money to England, 
and this fact lends color to the belief 
that his departure for, Europe, osten­
sibly to consult a noted physieiaX con­
cerning a serious malady, was enjy an­
other of his tricks, perpetrated in order 
safely to escape from tke country 
which expects to see him no more.

Ten years ago Castro was practically 
unknown. Born of obscure parents in 
the province of San Antonio in 1860, 
he grew up practically without educa­
tion.

RELIEF WORK ISE N D E D .

Rsvsnus to Be RfiMsd fo r 1900 Ex­
ceeds That of 1008.

Salem.—O ne million six, hundred 
and seventy-five thousand dollars is 
the total approxim ate amount of rev 
enue to  be raised for s ta tl  purposes 
for 1909. Four hundred thousand dol 
lars of the sum will be derived from 
indirect sources, leaving $1,875.000 to  
be apportioned among the several 
counties.

This am ount is $125,000 grester 
than the levy last year and $250,000 
greater than the levy two years sgo 
The increase this year is due in part 
to the holding up of the University 
of Oregon appropriation bill last 
year, by reason of which the levy for
1908 was at the rate of $47,500 per 
year, as provided by laws then in ex 
istence. Since the appropriation bill 
has gone into effect, carrying an ap 
propriation dating back to  January 
1, 1907, it will be necessary, in m ak­
ing the 1909 levy to include a Univer­
sity o f'O reg o n  deficit of about $155, 
000. The 1909 levy will include $100,- 
000 for the purchase of the Oregon 
City locks. Should the legislature re­
peal the  locks appropriation bill, this 
$100,000 will be in the treasury sub­
ject to appropriation for o ther pur­
poses. One installm ent of $100,000 
has already been levied.

The levy will not be made until 
early in Jan u |ry , 1909, but the total 
am ount here indicated, $1,275,000, is 
close enough to  the actual amount 
that win be levied so tha t county 
courts may act upon it in computing 
their share of state taxes. Already a 
number of counties have been anx 
iously inquiring what the state levy 
will be. U nder existing laws, the ap­
portionm ent am ong the counties will 
be made at a fixed ratio  which has 
been in force a number of years.

In  making the apportionm ent for
1909 the state  board will be con­
fronted with the problem of making 
an apportionm ent between Hood 
River and W asco counties without 
any law prescribing how the appor­
tionm ent shall be made. The act 
creating H ood River county con­
tained np provision upon this suDject 
T h f  state board passed the question 
dp to  the atto rney  general and that 
official has advised the board to di­
vide the W asco county ratio  between 
W asco and H ood River in proportion 
to  assessed valuations.

Thus tjie law prescribing the ratio 
of apportionm ent of state taxes re­
quires that W asco county pay .0234 
of the whole amount. But since then 
Hood River countv has been carved 
out of Wasco. The assessed valua 
tion of W asco county is now $5,- 
927,345 and that o f Hood River $2,-, 
870,280. Dividing the apportionm ent 
accordingly, W asco’s new ratio  will 
be .0158 and tha t of H ovd River 
.0076. Though there is .n o  law ex­
pressly authorizing such an appor 
tionm ent, the atto rney  general ex­
presses the opinion that this is equita 
ble and should be adopted. The board 
will follow his advice.

Each county can ascertain approx­
im ately the am ount of its share of the 
state taxes for 1909 by multiplying 
$1.275,000 by its ratio. The ratios 
of the several counties are as follows:

County—
Baker ........
Benton , . . .  
Clackamas 
Clatsop . . .  
Columbia . 
Coos ..........

Pet.
.0234
.0203
.0335
.0212
. 010«
.0203

Com mittee and Red C ross Society to 
Go O ut With Old Year.

San Francisco, Dec. 29.—With the 
end of the old year, the San Franeisco 
Belief and Bed Cross society, which 
has handled $9,500,000 in contributions 
since the great fire, will go out of ex­
istence. This huge sum was distributed 
at an expense of 2.3 per cent. Nearly 
$400,000 is left, which will be trans 
ferred to various charities. The so­
ciety not only fed and lodged thousands 
for several months afte r the fire, but 
it has provided 8,000 permanent homes 
for 30,000 people and has established 
a permanent home for the aged and in­
firm at a cost of $375,000. Of the 
money contributed, New York gave $2, 
750,000 and Illinois $050,000.

Poison Squad Test.
San Francisco, Dee. 29.—A campaign 

of experiments calculated to demon­
strate beyond any donbt whether stil- 
pbnr dioxide, as need s t  present in this 
state in the preparation of dried frnit, 
is harmful to the human system, hss 
been inaugurated by the local medical 
men sad chemists, as a  result of the 
long-standing controversy between the 
pure-food authorities a t Washington 
and the dried-fruit packers of Cali­
fornia. A “ poison squad’’ has been 
selected and it is proposed to use his 
own familiar weapons against Dr. H ar­
vey W. Wiley.

Shorthand Rocord Made.
San Francisco, Doe. 29.—Both Olson, 

a 14-year-old San Francisco girl, has 
established a new world record for her 
age for rapid shorthand writing. In 
a tost before Superior Jndge Thomas E. 
Graham, the girl wrote 850 words is 
five minutes and read the same cor­
rectly. Miss Olson’s record is consid­
ered phenomenal, as the matter read to 
and written by her was taken from a 
transcript of proceedings taken from 
the eourt files.

Crook ................................................... 0130
Curry ................................................... 0040
Douglas ................   0345
Gilliam ................................................0087
G ran t ...................................................0092
H arney ................................................01*0
Hood River ................   0076
Jackson ........................ . . . . . . . . . .  .0314
Josephine ........................................... 0090
Klam ath ...........................   0115
Lake ....................................................0107
Lane . ’.............................., i . ............. 0462
Lincoln ..........................*................. 0055
Linn ..............................  0526
M alheur ................  0094
M arion ................................................0613
M orrow ...............................................0093
M ultnomah ..............  3123
Polk ..............................  0307
Sherm an .............................................0087
Tillamook ...........................................0087
Um atilla .............................................0490
Union ........................  .0223
W allowa .............................................0073
W asco .................................................0158
W ashington ....................... 0301
W heeler ..............................................0067
Yam hill ..................   0391

Total . .  1.0000

Natives Desire Opium.
Amoy, Dee. 29.—Orders were issued 

Saturday to a number of natives at 
Tungan, 20 miles north of Amoy, to 
eease planting opium poppies. Thej 
declined to acqniesee, and a riot fol 
lowed, in which one officer and tea 
civilians were killed. The populace at 
Tungan is up in arms and 500 troops 
have been seat there to restore order.

Surveying for Harriman Road.
Portland.—Although the Deschutes 

route for the central Oregon line of 
the Southern Pacific has not yet been 
officially accepted by E. H. Harriman, 
the engineers in Chiei Engineer 
Boschke's office have received orders 
to  go ahead with the surveys south of 
Madras, and have located the line 
through Haystack, Culver and I-a- 
m onta to O'Neil, which will presum­
ably be the junction point for the Des­
chutes line and the proposed line run­
ning east and west across the state, 
following the Ceqjral Oregon mili­
tary road and connecting the Cor­
vallis & Eastern with Vale in Malheur 
county. The Deschutes line will 
probably be extended lo  Bend in 
Crook county, on the present survey.

Umatilla Lobby Named.
Pendleton.—A legislative committee 

of 15 members from the county has 
been appointed by the Commercial as­
sociation to  work in harmony with the 
Um atilla county delegation in an ef­
fort to  secure from the legislature 
measures which are particularly de­
sired. Chief among these are the ex­
periment farm for the Umatilla pro­
ject, an increased appropriation for 
the W eston normal, a branch asylum 
and an amendment to the good roads 
law.

COUNTRY LIFE COM M ISSION.

O regon Agricultural College Faculty 
Makes Som e Suggestions.

Corvallis At a meeting of the ag 
r»cultural faculty o t  the O regon Agri 
cultural college, the request of Presi 
dent Roosevelt’s Country Life com 
mission for suggestions that might aic 
the commission in m aking its report 
was-discussed and the following state 
ment prepared:

“ If federal appropriations ¿re to  be 
made for improving social and eco­
nomic conditions in rural communi 
ties, it is recommended, first, that 
they be made to  existing high schools 
and normal schools for the purpose 
of m aintaining courses of instruction 
in agricultural, industrial and domes 
tic arts, and including business meth 
od t and home sanitation, so that all 
public school teachers may have the 
training necessáry for teaching those 
subjects in the public schools.

“Second, that in order to  secure the 
full efficiency of th e  agricultral col 
leges and experim ent stations, the 
national governm ent should co-dper 
ate with the states in agricultural ex 
tension work, this work to  be under 
the direct supervision of the agricul 
tural colleges. W ith an adequate ap­
propriation a comprehensive system 
of traveling agricultural schools, far 
m ers' institutes and free circulating 
libraries could be maintained, and pub 
lications issued for free distribution 
so that all im portant discoveries of the 
experim ent stations could be given 
to  every farmer of every atate.”

Big Klamath Land Sale.
Klam ath Falls.—A tract of land ag 

gregating 3300 acres has been sold 
within eight miles of this city. In 
eluded in the purchase is the townsite 
of Midland, the first station south o: 
K lam ath Falls on the California & 
N ortheastern  railway. T he purchase 
price was,between $75,003 and $80.000 
I t  is (he largest sale ever made in this' 
section. The Midland Town company, 
a California corporation, made the sale 
to E. R. Reames and D. B. Campbell, 
of this city.

Wage War on* Coyotes.
|  Pendleton.—Ten thousand coyotes 

are to be killed in O regon during the 
m onth of January by the stockmen, 
who are losing $1,000,060 each' year 
from the devastation of the animals 
Last January the first effo it at or 
ganized warfare against coyotes was 
made and it was reported to  the board 
of sheep commissioners that fully 
10,000 animals were slaughtered. The 
plan( on an enlarged scale, is t > be 
put in operation again next m onth

Ready to Build at Eugene. <
Eugene.—W ork c*n the new postof- 

fc e  building for Eugene wilt begin 
soon. Prelim inary arrangem ents for 
excavation for the building are already 
being made. The governm ent has no 
tified Postm aster Page that the con­
trac to r’s bond has been accepted, and 
it is probable that a superintendent 
of construction will be here at once

La Grande Land Takes Rise.
La Grande.—The price of land in 

the arid sections of this valley is now 
$100 per acre, where formerly it was 
disposed of between $25 and $30, on 
account of promised irrigation. The 
m arket is dull, for there are none of 
the landowners that care to  part with 
their holdings. _____  ^ (

Snow in Umatilla County.
Pendleton.—Um atilla county wheat 

fields are covered with a mantle of 
snow. Not very much has fallen yet. 
but indications are that much more 
will come before morning. Farmers 
have been wanting snow for some 
time, and are therefore happy.

Object to Advanced Rates.
Portland.—The implement jobbers 

of this city are protesting against in­
creases in freight rates.

PORTLAND MARKETS.

W h e a t— Bluestem, 96@97c; .club, 
91c; fife, 91c; red Russian, 88c; 40- 
lold. 93c; valley, 91c:

Oat**—No. l ,  white. *32 per ton.
H ay—Tim othy, W illam ette Valley, 

$14 per ton; Eastern Oregon timothy, 
$16.50@17; clover, $12; alfalfa, $12<g 
13; grain hay, $12(3)13.

F ruits—Apples, 75c@$2.75 per box; 
pears, $1(®1.75 per box; grapes, 65c@ 
$1.50 per cratfc; quinces,. $l<g>1.25 per 
box; cranberries. $13.50(3)14,50 per 
barrel; persimmons, $1@1 25

Potatoes—80<rt'90c per cwt.; sweet 
potatoes. 2i®2!c per lb.

Onions. $1@1.2A per hundred lbs. 
V egetables—Turnips. $1.21 per seek; 

carrots, $1; parsnips. $1*5; beets. 
$1.50; horseradish, 8@10c per ponnd; 
artichokes, 90c(g)$l dozen; bean^  15@ 
17lc per pound; cabbage, l i (S l lc  per 
pound; cauliflower, 75c@$l per dozen; 
celery. $4 50<S'4.75. per crate; encum­
bers. $2@2.50 box; egg plant. H e per 
pound; letHice, 75c(fi)$l per box; 
parsley. 30c per dozen: peas, 12|c per 
pound; oeppers, 15ip.20c per pound; 
pumpkins, Ir ijl ic  per pound: radishes, 
SOe per dozen; spinach, 2c per pound; 
sprouts, 9j@10c per pound; squash, 
Ko'lJc per pound; tom atoes. 50c(j*)1.75 

B utter—City creamery, extras, 86(3} 
37c; fancy outside creamery, 32}@35c 
per pound; store, 18(3)20c.

Eggs — O regon ranch, 40<g|42je; 
Eastern, 30(n}35e per dozen.

Poultry—Hens, 10(3)llc per pound; 
spring, large, 10j<gllc; small, 13(3) 
13jc; mixed. lOjc; ducks, 15<j$l*c; 
geese, 10<^10ic; turkeys, 17(§18}c; 
dressed turkeys, 20(3'23c.

V eil— Extra, 9(3)10c per pound", or­
dinary. 7(S)8c; heavy, 5c. —

Pork—Fancy, 7 |c  per pound; large,

6*M utton—6<®«c per pound.
Hops— 1908, choice, 7® 7ic per 

pound; good prime. 6(3)6 Jc; fair prime, 
5i(ffi$c; medium, 8@ 5|e; 1907, 2@2ic; 
1908. l(® l|c .

W ool—E astern Oregon, average
best, 10<@14c per pound, according to 
shrinkage; vsfley. 15<®l*Jc 

• i f - '  ‘

Grand Jury at Chicago Proposât 
to Proposes.

DisRict Attorney 8im s Declares Aim 
of P resent Inquiry—G reat Se­

crecy" Is Maintained.

or Finds Kef to An- 
cient Writings. C

Stanford University, Cal., Dec. I 
The key whieh baree the secrete so long 
hidden behind the Etruscan and old 
Italic ineeriptions has a t laat beea dis­
covered by Professor George Hempl, 
the holder of the philological chair a t 
BUn/ord.. university, usd t.be manners, n n i r r  ifiPC T U E UT I# « ] C p t r |T H  
customs and history of a people today '***“ “ . U B L t M A I  to  OHM LGILU 
practically unknown may be read in 
the future as is  a book. > .

Experienced in hia investigation* i t  
old German inscriptions and - rules,
Professor Hempl was able to accom­
plish in n single night the feat under­
taken by science agec ago and never 
before pushed to a successful conclu­
sion. Members of the faculty who were 
present at the lecture of Dr. Hempl be­
fore the Stanford Phililogical associa­
tion today declared that the discovery 
is a veritable triumph and will have 
far-reaching results I t  will necessi­
tate a re-stating of ancient Roman hie 
tory end it will throw s  flood of light 
on many disputed facts of Latin gram­
mar and etymology.

I t  has beea the generally accepted 
view among historians that the Etrus­
cans were an element entirely foreign 
to their neighbor^-the Romaoe. This 
theory is entirely and conclusively'over­
turned by Professor Hempl, whose 1« 
vestigations prove a great similarity 
between the Roman and Etruscan lan­
guages and make possible only one con­
clusion, that the Etruscans and Be mans 
sprang from one race, which, follow­
ing the old legend, wandered to Italy  
from Troy afte r the fail of that groat 
eity. Thus V irgil’s Eneid is substan­
tiated by scientific proof. Dr. Hempl’1 
discovery is yet in its infancy. Out of 
8,000 inscriptions he has read but 50, 
yet the little  work he has done 
been sufficient to eonvinee him that the 
old idea of distinct races is eatirely 
erroneous.

QUICKSAND IN FOUNDATION.

Unstable Soil Adds 0 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  to Cost 
o f N orthw estern Depot.

Chicago, Dec. 28.—A stratum of 
treacherous quicksand underlying the 
site of the new $20,000,000 station of 
the Chicago ft Northwestern railroad, 
now under construction, will idd  about. 
$500,000 to the cost of the structure, 
owing to the increased difficulty of 
sinking the foundation pillars. This 
information has been given to tbe 
railroad eompany by tbe George A. 
Fuller company, whieh has in turn been 
told to go ahead with tbe construction 
of the building at any cost.

Interesting pneumatic processes are 
now being used to overcome the diffi­
culties presented by the unstable soil. 
Engineers say that Chicago soil is alive 
with quicksand in the territory about 
the riv*r banka Two engineering ex­
perts who handled thé situation in New 
York at the laying of two big river 
tunnels of the subway, when quicksand 
there furnished tbe gravest engineering 
problem of the kind in the history 01 
America, were-called by telegraph and 
are a t work solving the problem pre-

Chicago, Dec. 28.—N othing less 
than a complete exposure of the m eth­
ods of the beef trust is contem plated 
by District A ttorney Sims in the pres­
ent grand jury investigation which is 
being carried out with the aid of spe­
cial agents of the in terstate com m erce 
commission.

It developed today that, in addition 
to  the inquiry in regard  to shipping 
rates and pqssible rebates, to which 
the work of the in terstate com m erce 
commission and its agents is confined, 
a number of secret service operative«» 
who work directly under the depart­
m ent of justice, have been looking 
into another phase of the packing in- - 
dustry.

These officials have been trying to  
determine whether tacit agreem ents 
between packers as to the fixing o f 
prices and the division of territory  fo r 
distribution have been in systematized 
operation. The sweepirife nature o f  
the inquiry was indicated today in th e  
first positive statem ent made by M r. 
Sims since the investigation started.

“This- is no mere fishing expedition, 
as has been said by some critics o f  
the departm ent.’’ declared the d istric t 
attorney. “We know what we are go­
ing after, if we arc not perm itted b y  
the nature of the inquiry to  state w hat 
it is. We are now merely starting a  
little case, in which packers dr ra il­
roads are concerned in the hope th a t 
we can unearth some infortitatkm  
which would be 6f value or be useful 
as a basis for a new and more exten­
sive investigation. T here is nothing 
vague or indefinite about this inquiry, 
and it has a purpose which I am no t 
permitted to  disclose.’’

RAILROADS FOR OREGON.

sented. 1

Russia Approves Dm%!.
St. Petersburg, Dec. 28.—Foreign 

Minister Iswolsky met with a favora­
ble reception in tbe douma today when 
he presented the annual statement of 
Russia’s foreign policy. He referred 
with warm approval to the Japanese- 
American agreement, which he aaid 
guaranteed the open door in the Far 
East and the integrity of China, and 
the terms <tt which were communicated 
to Russia before it waa signed. The 
rest of M. Iswolsky’s speech shed no 
light on mooted questions, nor gave 
any subetance of the Russian proposals 
regarding the annexation o( Bosnia and 
Herzegovina by Austria.

New Geyaer May Result.
Virginia City, Mont., Dec. 28__Thirty

earthquakes have been felt in this see 
tion sinee last Sunday afternoon, the 
last tremor being recorded a t 4:10 yes­
terday morning. The ground has trem 
bled very perceptibly, with the earth- 
wave apparently eoming from the 
south, which haa lent color to the the­
ory that a big new geyser it about to 
burat forth ia  the Yellowstone park, 
which lies 75 miles southeast of Vir­
ginia City. No damage has resulted 
other than considerable plaster having 
been thrown down.

C ongressm an Daved Dead.
New Orleans, Dec. 28.—Representa­

tive Robert C. Davey, of the second 
congressional district of Louisiana, 
died Saturday of apoplexy. He had 
served continuously a t Washington 
since the fifty-third congress, with the 
exception of one term, when be de­
clined the nomination. Davey waa 
born in New Orleans in 1853, aerved 
several years in the state  senate- of 
Louisians, was elected a jndge is 1880 
and in 1888 was defeated for mayor of 
New Orleans. He was re elected to the 
sixty-first eongress.

Claus Sprecklas re a d .
Ran Franeisco, Dec. 28.—After an 

illnosa of less than a week’s duration, 
Claus Spreekles, widely known as ¿he 
‘Sugar King of the Pacific Coast,’ ’ 

died at hia home in this city Saturday. 
Mr. Spreekles was 80 years of age, and 
waa taken ill with a aevere cold early 
this week. This developed into pneu­
monia, and during the last two days 
the veteran sugar refiner sank rapidly, 
hia death occurring at 4:30 o ’clock Sat­
urday morning.

Pearl H arbor Drydock.
W ashington, Dec. 22. — Specifica­

tions have been issued by the navy 
departm ent for the drydock at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii. The structure will 
be 1195 feet long, divided by a caisson 
so that two battleships can be docked 
simultaneously. The drydock will ba 
35 feet deep and 130 feet wide. Bids

Competition Forces Harriman to Con­
sider New Lines.

Chicago, Dec, 26.—Oregon bids fa ir 
soon to come into its own with respect 

.10 transportation facilities. Alarmed 
over the activity of o ther railroad cor­
porations in surveying and construct­
ing lines of road through various por­
tions of the Pacific N orthw est. Ed­
ward H. Harrim an and his aids have 
decided actively to occupy all of th e  
territory  in tbe N orthw est whi^h bide 
fair to become of value from a traffic  
standpoint. ‘ ’ >l •

Plans have been perfeeted by M r. 
Harrim an for the construction of be­
tween. 750 and 1000 miles of railroad 
in tbe State of Oregon alone, and that 
surveys have been ordered of a great 
deal of territo ry  which is now w ithout 
means of transportation.

Julius K ruttschnitt, director of main­
tenance and operation for the H arri­
man lines, and J. D. Isaacs, consulting 
engineer for Mr. Harrim an. have re ­
cently returned from New Y ork, 
where these plans were perfected. It 
is admitted by the Chicago official* 
that there are such p lan s,'

JO H N  BULL NOT SO  MERRY.

Christm as in England.^s M arred by  
Poverty.

London, Dec 26 —The dark side o f  
the English Christmas is the great 
number of unemployed, and the dis- 
tressing prevalence of destitute and 
suffering. This is seen principally in 

.ondon and at Glasgow, and at o th e r 
shipbuilding centers, where shipbuild­
e r  are out of work.

,A small band of shabbily dressed, 
miserable looking unemployed persons 
havé paraded fashionable streets dur­
ing the past week, threading their 
way among the crowds of Christmas, 
shoppers. The police accompanied the 
band as it marched, in order to pre­
vent disturbances. ' I t s  m otto showed. 
“We want work."

More than 1000 homeless men as­
sembled on the James em bankm ent at 
midnight to get Salvation Army tick­
ets for beds.“ The newspapers daily- 
record cases of men being sentenced . 
to imprisonment for stealing food w ho 
have families suffering from want.

M ohair—Choice, 18@19c per pound. | Will be opened on February 13, 1909.

Naw Canadian Coal Field*.
Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 25.—H enry  

Hewitt, the Tacoma sm elting m an. 
has acquired coal mining rights in 
Graham island, one of the Queen 
Charlotte group. Immensely valua­
ble coal deposits have been discov­
ered there and an application for •  
charter for building railroads and 
steamship wharves and for the gen­
eral carrying on of business is ad­
vertised to  be made at the next m eet­
ing of the British Columbia legisla­
ture. Indications are that the mine* 
will far exceed in value the famous 
Dunsmuit properties

Wreckers Throw Switch.
Hillsdale, Mich., Dec. 26.—Instead 

of a broken flange, it is reported here 
today that a tunnel switch w*s the 
cause of the derailment last night near 
Pleasant Lake, Ind., of a Lake Shore 
passenger train, in which about 30 per­
sons were injured, one possibly fa­
tally. It is also said here that there 
are suspicions that it may have been 
misplaced by members of the gang 
which have been robbing safes recent­
ly in this section of the country.

Oklahoma 1 own Burns. 
Oklahoma City, Okla., Dec. 2« — 

Virturally the entire business section 
of Ravia. Okla., a town of 1200 in h ab - '  
itants in Johnston county was wiped 
out yesterday bv fire, the loss aggre­
gating about $55,000.
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