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Girdlestone

By

|

A. CONAN DOYLE

CHAPTER XX.—(Continued.)

“Of course, What could be more de-
lightfully simple? Friend Burt here does
hix work ; we carry her through the gar-
den gate, and lay ber on the darkest
part of the rails. Then we miss her at
the house. There is an alarm and a
scarch, The gate is found open. We nat-
urally go through with lanterns, and find

hor on the line. I don't think we need
fear the co* _-er, or any one else, then?”
“lle's a arp 'un, is the guv'nor,”

cried Burt, slapping his thigh enthusias-
tically. “It's the downiest lay 1 have
heard this many a day.”

“Mr. Burt can do his part of the busi-
ness oul of doors. We can entice her
out -upon some excuse, There is no rea-
son why any one should have a suspicion
of the truth.™

“But they know that she is not mad.”

“They will think that she did it .on
purpose. The secret will be locked up in
our three breasts. After one night's
work our friend here goes to the colo-
nils as a prosperous man, and the firm |
of Girdlestone holds up its head once
more, stainless and irreproachable.”

“Speak low !” said Esra, in a whisper.
*I hear her coming downstaira" "T'hey
listened to her light springy footstep as
it passed the door. "Come here, Burt,"
bhe said, after a pause. “She is at work
oc the lawn. Come and bhave a look at
her.”

They all went over to the Window and
lcoked out. It was then that Kate, glanc-
ing up, saw the three cruel faces survey-
ing her.

“She's a rare, well-built '"un,” said
Burt, as he stepped back from the win-
dow. *“It is the ugliest job as ever 1|
was on."”

“But we ean rely upon you?" Girdle-
stone asked, looking at him with puck-
ered eyea (

“You bet—as long as you pay me,” the
uavvy answered phlegmatically.

CHAPTER XXIL

saw that the maid Rebecco was standing
beside him.

“Haven't you got ome word for me?”
she said sadly, looking up into his face.
“It's but once a week, and then never a
word of greeting.”

“1 didn't see you, my lass,” Ezra an-
swered. “How does the Priory suit you?

“One place is the same -as another to
me,” she said drearlly. “You asked me
to come here and I have come. You said
once that you wonld let me know how 1
could serve you down here. When am |
to know 7" .

“Why, there's no secret about that.
You do serve me when you look after my
father as you have done these weeks
back. That old woman isn't fit to man-
age the whole place by herself.”,

“That wasn't what you meant,
though,” said the girl, looking at him with
questioning eyes.. “l remember your face
row as you spoke the words. You had
something on your mind, and have now,
ounly you keep it to yourself. Why won't
you trust me with it?”

“] have a great deal to worry me in
business matters. Muoch good it would
do telling you about them!"

“It's more than that,” said Rebecca,
doggedly. “Who j» that man who has
come down?”

“A business ‘man from London. He has
cvme to consult my father about money
patters. Any more questions you would
like to ask?” 4

“1 should like to know how long we
are to be kept down here, and what the
wmeaning of it all may be.”

“We are going back before the end of
the winter, and the meaning of it is that
Miss Harston was not well and needad a
change of air. Now, are you satisfied?”
He was determined to allay as {ar as pos-
sible any suspicions -that the girl might
have previously formed.

“And what brings you down here?’ she
arked with the same searching look. “You
don't come down into this hole without
some good reason. | did think at frst
that you might come down in order to see
me, but you soon showed me that it
wasn't that. There was a time when you
was fond of me.” /Al

“So 1 am now, lass."

“Aye, very fond! Not a word por a
look from you last time you came. You
must have some reasom, though, that
brings you here.”

“There’s nothing wonderful in a man
coming to see his own father.”

“Much you cared for him in London”
she cried with a shrill lsugh., “If he was
under the sod you would not be the sad-
der. It's my bellef am you come down
after that doll-faced missy upstairs.” .

As the light faded and the grey of
evening deepened into darkness Kate sat
patiently in her bare little room. A coal
fire sputtered and sparkied in the rusty
grate, and there was a tin bucket full of

«l out.

now that the time had come when she

expected them, it appearsd probable
enough that something might have delay-
el them., Tomorrow at latest they could

 not fail to come. She wondered what
' they would do if they did arrive. Would
! they come boldly up the avenue and claim

ber from the Girdlestones, or would they
endeavor to communicate with her first?

| Whatever they decided upon would be

sure to be for the best

She went to the wipdow once and look-
It promised to be a wild night.
Far away in the southwest lay a great
cumulus of rugged clouds from which
dark streamers radiated over the sky, like
the advance guard of an army. Here and
there a pale star twinkled dimly out
through the rifts, but the greater part
of the heavens was black and threatening,
It was so dark that she could no longer
see¢ the sea, but the erashing, booming
sound’ of the great waves filled the air
and the salt spray came ,driving in
through the open window. K She shut it
and resumed her seat by the fire, shivering
partly from cold and partly from some
vague presentiment of evil]

An hour or more had passed when she
heard a step upon the stairs and a knock
came to her door. It was Rebecoa, with
a cup of tea upon a tray and some bread
and butter, Kate was grateful at this at-
tention, for it saved her from having to
go down to the dining room and face Exra
aud his unpleasant looking co nion.
Rebecea laid down the lny.*ﬂ then to
her mistress’ surprise turned back and
shut the door, § The girl's face was very
pale, and her manner was mild and ex-
cited,

“Here's a note for.you,” she said. "It
was given Mrs. Jorrecks to give you, bant
I am better at climbing stairs than she
is, so I brought it up.” 8he handed Kate
a little slip of paper as she spoke.

A note for her! Could it be that her
fiiends had arrived and had managed to
send a message to her? It must be so.

| She took it from'the maid. As she did

80 she noticed that her hands were shak-
ing as though she had the ague.

*You. are not well, Rebecea,” said Kate,
kindly. A
“Oh, yes, | am. You read your note
and don't mind me,” the girl answered in
her usual surly fashion. Instead of leav-
ing the room she was bustling about the
v« as though putting things in order.
Kate's impatience was too great to allow
her to wait, so she untwisted the paper,
which had no seal or fastening. She had
hoped in her heart to see the name of her
lever at the end of it. Instead of that her
eye fell npon the signature of Ezra’ Gir-
dlestone. What could he have to say to
ber? 8She moved the solitary candle on
to the mantelpiece, and read the following
note roughly scribbled upon a coarse piece

scme to you.
my father to alleviate or modify it, but he
has invariably refused. As he still per-
sists in his refusal, I wish to offer you

2
3
#
2
g

ping you at the station,
thiug to show you that, hopeless as it may
be, the affection which 1 bear yon is still
as deep as ever., Yours, E. Girdlestone.”

Our heroine was so surprised at this
epistle that she sat for some time dang-
ling the slip of paper between her fingers
and lost in thought. When she glanced
round, Rebecca had left the room. She
rclled the paper up and threw it into the
fire. Ezra, then, was not so hard-hearted
as she had thought him. He had used
his influence to soften his father. Should
she accept this chance of escape, or should
she await some word from her friends?
Perhaps they were already in Bedsworth,
but did not know how to communicate
with her. If so, this offer of Ezra's was
just what was needed. In any case, she
could go on to Portsmouth and telegraph
fiom there to the Dimsdales. It was too
good an offer to be refused. Bhe made
up ber’ mind that she would accept it. It
was past eight now and nine was the
hour. Bhe stood up with the intention of
putting on her cloak and bonnet.

CHAPTER XXIL

Ezra and his father had composed the
letter together, and the former handed it
to Mrs. Jorrocks, with a request that she
should deliver it. It chanced, however,
that Rebecca, keenly alive to any attempt
at communication between the young mer-
chant and mistress, saw the crone hob-
bling down the passage with the note in
her hand.

“What's that, mother?" she asked.

“It's a letter for her,” wheezed the old
woman, nodding hér tremulous head
the direction of Kate's room. “

“1'N take it up,” said Rebecen eagerly.
“]1 am just going up there with her tea.”

“Thank ye. Them stairs tries my rheu-
matiz something ervel.”

The maid took the note and earried jt
upstairs. Instead of taking it straight to
her mistress she slipped into her own
reom and read every word of it. It ap-
peared to confirm her worst suspicions,
Here was Ezra asking an interview with
the woman whom he had assured her that
he hated. It was true that the reguest
was made in measured words and on a
plausible pretext. No doubt that was
merely to deceive any other eye which
might rest upon it. There was an under
standing between them, and this was an
assignation. The girl walked swiftly up
and down the.room like a caged tigress,
striking her head with her clenched hands
in her anger, and biting bher lip until
blood came. It was some time before she
could overcome her agitation sufficiently
to deliver the note, and when she did so

little dreamed of the struggle which was
girl's mind

‘eyes were half open and looked bleared

I can't

hy pocrite or a religious monomaniag, Burt
lay with his feet in (he light of the, fire
and his head sunk back hcross the arm of
the chair, fast asleep and snoring leudly.
“Isn't it time to,wake him up?™ Bara [that It might make
asked, interrupting the reading.
“Yes, 1 think it is,” his.father The day passed and the woman 14

A

Ezra took up the candle and 1} i
over the sleeping wan. “What & Bbrote |
he looks !” he said. “Did ever yon pee
such an snimal i your life¥" enough td ask her lawyer If he knew
The navvy was certainly not & pi
sight. His mmhr;n:uhm ai.n
all a-sprawl, and his bhead hung Bt Ay 1 “
strange angle to his body, so that m’ 10 300, Sald the lawyen

' t was enough to justify a tele
red beard pointed upwards, ex all e a5 Goilk su the g fentlt
the thick sivewy throat bemeath it His T° - S5 (9% WORER 506 FeRtR-
, I\ er destination, slx days later, Tel-
egram : “Where did you put your safe-
ty deposit box?" Answer: “In the
vault where it belonged.” Telegram :
“It Is not there. Return at once.”

Another week passed In wretched
suspense for everyone concérned. When
the woman arrived, she was In a state
. of nervots rage, and ready to sccuse
“Don't wave it abodt my bead/® grieq 'the officiuls of every erime In the cal-
Esra. “As you stand in the frelight endar. She declared she had driven
brandishing that stick in your long arms straight from her lawyer to the vauit.
you are less attractive than usual” ITM manager had himself let her In,
John Gi:l:;to::l- smiled and e as rlm.l talked with her. Her story was
the cudgel ¢ sleeper’s A o o ete In all its
o e’ Beteies M'M“-“ hins: By s the ~ompl d,etlﬂl. But the
arm. “It's balf-past eight.” . -
The navvy started to his feet lﬁmn

-4

“She left here Mtending to take It

and unbealthy, while his thick lips paffed
out with a whistling sound at ex-
piration. His dirty brown coat was
thrown open, and out of one of the pock-
ets protruded a short thick with
a leaden head. John Uirdlestong ed
it out.and tried it in the air. |

“1 thiok 1 could kill an ox " this,”
he said. kd

_——

——————

“Well, what do they llke?" I asked
For answer I was treated to a glance
that would have.been a credit to ar
emrigrant Inspector, -
“Like?" echoed sharp-eyed Sybll
“Why, anything that stands out, shows
off ; lets everybody kmow that you're
wearing them, speaks. for themselves;
that's what they want." ' '.
She swépt by a bower of roses, dusky
with velvet beauty, #ud poinfed to a
great pnt_ch of gaudy orchids
“There! there!” she exclalmed.
“That's the kind that makes the hit;
Just look at them. There won't be one

left after the ball to-night. Of course, 1

I'll have to fall hack on the roses to
help out, but it'll be those ght ones
there,” she pointed to a erimson blot
staining w_ w-white hyacinths in
the case bey “You/know," she con-
fided, “I ido belleve some girls would
wear sunflowers If they were only fash-
lonable. Those ebrysanthemums and
bright flowers do make an awful bit,
and as for orchids™—I followed her
forefinger trying to find some mythiecal
meaning other than a loud plea  tor
dollars and cents. “Those, of course.

— ——————

—

fell back into his chair, staring sseund "
him vacantiy, at a_loss as to whefe he ’

might be. :

“I've been asleep, guv'mor,” be said

hoarsely. “Dird Jou say it was time for
the job¥" L
“We have made arrangements by

which she will be out by the withered oak
al nine o'clock. ‘
“Come on, then !" said the hn;,,f‘ﬁho
is acomin’' with me?”

“We shall both come,” answered John
Girdlestoney, firmly, “You will need help
to carry her to the railway line.” =
“Surely Burt can gdo that himself,’

COMBING THE HAIR, PICKING IT, AND PACKING FOR MARKET.
Thrifty French/men and women make tidy sums of money rearing An-

&7 &1! L - - .4‘*.&

Ezra remarked. “She’s not 8o very
m".n .
Girdlestone drew his son aside. *“Den't
be so foolish, Exra,” he said. *“It must
be done with the greatest carefulness
business watchward was to overlook ev-

gora rabbits, and selling their halr or fléeece; which is woven into a superior
quality of cloth much llke silk, and Is worn next the skin by those aMicted
with rheumatism, who say they derive beneficial resuits. The better the
animal is nourished and cared for, the loriger, . §ner and thicker Is the hair.
The rabbits are also consumed for food. It is sald that with proper care
each rabbit may be made to yleld a met profit df three dollars a year, and

mthlngo-:nlmnﬁ_lﬂmﬂly 'thwm is very plessant..
records of the deposit company did not
substantiate it. That cast doubt enough
“',-h. * on it so that 1t seemed worth while
‘| the woman on t fateful d.p
p ' Hle-was found. He remembered the.
blowing balf & gale now, and the wind | “ireumstance-well.
was i:i'tterly cold, There came a melan- Had he any recollection of wtopping
choly rasping and rustling from the leafs| anywhere else? Scratching hiw grizzled
less wood, and every now and again &' Head, he slowly retraced the course,
sharp crackling sound would announce’ then sald, “Why, yes! We stopped
that some rottes branch hadcomcrﬂhg the bakeshop on the corper of 34
ing down. The clouds drové across street, and you went inl"
face of the moon, so that at times the| prope was the clew. A hasty vikit to
cold, clear light silvered the dark wood | the bakery revealed the newspaper bun-
and the ol monastery, while at others Gle tucked away on a high shelf, with
all was plunged in darkness. From the '_-“‘ i otndatth ol
open door a broad golden, bar was shot ‘l‘hmp“itd nad ‘stood  for .“dmfo . ¢
across the lawn' from the lamp in the |. Sd'a hatt ‘wmen
hall. The three figures with their long | While 8 woman and a half-dozen
tantastic shadows Tooked eerie and unnat- | Wwere staying awake by night and fret-
ting by day, accusing each other of}

ural in the yellow glare.
“What if she fails to come?” lying and stealing, all because one

From the spot where they stood they | woman's Intention got ahead of ber
had a view of the whole of the Priac':.‘l performance and Imprinted a lle on
Kate could not come out without belif (he tablets of her memory-~Youth's
seen. Above the door was a long narrow Companion. N
window which opened upon the staircase,

NO LONGER 'LOVED,

On this Girdlesgone and his son fixed th_drl
eyes, for they knew l.h.at on her way
down she would be visible at it. As they
locked, the dim light which shone through
it was obscured and then reappeared.

“She has passed !"

“Hush "

(To be continued.)

Viclets Purchased Oaly by OM-Fash-
foned Men Whe Say “Thank You.”
If a straw mayshow which way the

wind blows, says a well-known news-

A Watch of the Blind.

The novel wateh for the blind Invent-
ed by George Meyer, a German wateh-| In the present vanishing of the violet,’
maker, is designed to supply a reliable there \s no better icator of this radi-
timeplece 8t a much more moderats ¢al change , the woman our
cost than any yet used by the sightiess | fathers used to call “mother” as she
The dial has an ordinary misute hand, Stitched and sewed and smniled wupon

while the hours are indicated by twelye her little brood, m-!y happy with
buttons in rellef, each button sinking the bouquet of that sometimes

into the dial fn turn with the passhih Mu nmn..-“' and the smart, up-to-
rs. B, .

of the hours. To find the time, the h-iM’ oy B0 ARG

gers are passed over the dial, when the  FoOrmer Sowery stinct

depressed button makes known the 1Y jemblematic, .deep . with esoteric

hour, and the hand gives the minute by meaning, ‘w:"” ot ‘mlt.r compli-

its position. The dfal covers a cirg- | ment than to be presented-with a bunch
of violets. Poets the world over, since

Jar plate which takes the place of the
v Adam deived and Eve went violeting,
ordinary hour, hand, as its circumférs . thie iy’ dhax

o have
ence has a wotch Into whlrh“r:.r:“.l.:“m ‘ot 1ts qulet fr . Fro@

ton drops In turn as the ma 2
the works cnuses the plate to revolvé first reader: dittles about the “mosay

serve as a vane indicate the passing
mnd-u:i:

High Altitude for a Kirte,

The highest altitude ever reached by " plucked it as the springtime em of
a kite- in this country, according t0 His return ffom Elba, and alsp of Jo-
Prof. Henry, of the weather bureay ‘hm’.
thdt recorded recently at the :\IrL gAT
Weather -statlon In Virginla, when ‘t’ head, with a success nndreamed ﬂ-1
altitude of slightly over 23,000 by
was attained. At thét height a teme
perature of 5 degrees below zero was
recorded, Prof. Henry says that ex- grant messenger. '
periments In kite flying have been ear- who wants to be that nowadays?
ried on In other countries where gan{ “Violets? Dear me!
altitude of 23,000 feet was recorded.
That means a helght of about four and
one-third miles. l

paper writer, then & viclet may alsd|

‘the florist with a glance|
IS an oy to-Ghbe RS it & fok bank |

:‘N.?wmmm
“Violets.” she shook her head., “besu-
tiful and fragrant and tenderly sincere,
It you like, but old-fashioned, {read-
fully old-fashioted, and not even to be
cansidered, you know.” ;

CATHEDRAL MADE OF MATCHES.

A coal miner named Wilhelm Lem
pertz arrived here a few days ago with

4 cathedral—a cathedral made of

matches, He came from Port Arthur,
Texas, where he had been employed
until recently. ' The cathedra) repre-
sents two years of Lempertz's labor,
such painstaking labor as few men are
eapable of performing. =

For 20 years Lempertzs has been &
coal miner. He worked In the mines
of Germany and America, but a'few
years ago he had to give up minibg on

%

aecount of {ll health. While he was ]
he did nmur-thg. to. while awdy
the time. One day be Started to bufld
A toy cathedraj patterned after-a ple
ture he saw In a magdsine. His bulld-
Ing materinls were matches and glue,
his tools s pocket knife.and ‘a gine
brush. The plan was lald out for a
bullding 14 feet high, 14 feet Jong and

dell ‘wheve the humble violets' grew,”[7 feet wide. “He.worked with remark-
© ‘| to Napoleon's eloguent tribute as hei Able patlenice, oftentimes putting in a1l

his waking hours at hié task. - After
two years of almost continnous applilv
céation the job" whs finished. :

Why the Weaker Sex!? :—m m' she
“Pa, why do they call women I8 S iiios 5 o few meaghr bouquets thaf | TP
weaker sex?’ * (ocked sery modest indéed, drooping on | 11t thers ls-one thing & garrulous
“That’'s something I've never hSemAS sWlted stems. . o die :nl: detests more than &

able to figure out myself,”

the fond parent.—Detrolt Free F

udn.dlt.hh_b;hl-.
1662—Queen Mary 11 of England bern,
1670-The Hudson's Bay Company

formed in England.

1707. ve union land and
e .. gy oy b
1T70—The Quebec Act became law, pro-

viding for the government of Cpn.
ada by Governor and Council.
17T76—Adoption of the Pine Tree flag by

great and general court of Massachu-
setts, '

Fms-—nmuna ratified the Constitution

of the United Btates,

1808—8panish organized a revolt against
Napoleon....Charles IV. of Spain
abdicated in favor of Bonaparte. ...
Union . Temperance Soclety formed
in Baratoga county, New Yotk, this
being the beginning of the Prohibi-
tion movement in the United States.
1827—French National Guard disbanded.

1854—First raiiroad opened in Brasil,

| 1856— Montmorency bridge fell.

lm—cd:ni‘do river expedition ended.

1865—8ir Samuel Cunard, founder of the
Cunard steamship line, died.

lﬂh.;&mpttlu of Bayaiid by the Rus-
‘siana,

1878—First elevated trains run on Third
avenue in New York City.

'881—First sod turned In the construc-
tion of the Canadian Pacific railway.

1882 Charles B, Parnell, the Irish lead-
er, released from Kilmainham jail.

1885—Col. Gtter attacked the Canadian
rebels st Out Knife Oreek.

1888—Henry M. Stsuley found BEmin
Pasha on the shorer of Albert Ny-
aAnsa. .

1804—Many lives lost by earthquakes in
Venesuela, . .. International bimetal-
lic conference met in London.

1808 —8panish fleet destroyed In battle
of Manila bay.

1908—Landalide at Frank, B, C, with
thes Joss of seventy-five lives.

1906—A scors of lives lost in & tornade

MMI".

asagination of Presi-

1907T—Attempted
dent Cabrera of Guatemala.

. "
Construction work on the line of the

Erie and Jersey road and the Genessee
River road is belng pushed rapidly.

The Bouth Dakota railroad snd ware-
bouse coémmission has decided to order
> ’I‘nigllt rates reduced west of the Missour]

« river, A new fariff id now being worked

out.

{- " The balancing of the books of the Penn-

sylvania railroad for 1007 shows that,

| while the system earned $30,000,000

than in. 1906, it* paid $19,500,000 m'.""'
for-labor, or 656 per cent on the increased
parnings,

Those opposed to-cloaing the Red rivex
to navigation had a majority at the hear-
ing before Major Bchurk of the United
Stated engineer corps at Fargo, and they
dre confident that the plan to close the

&4 | river below Belmont will be rejected by

: federal government,

ds ronning east from Chicago seem
to all at sea regarding the policy to
be on the testing of the constl-
tutionality of the 2-cent maximum rate
laws passed by many of the States. The
matter wha taken out of the hands of
the passenger oﬂcﬂ by their executive
officers some time X
The usual cut-and-dried ings at
tings of the Grand Trunk Railway of
were varied at the semi-annual
gathering of the directors of the road in
London, by heated charges of mismanage-
‘ment, and the repert of thé board was
S TRt D &
o or 'n
ad been made.

An order for 200 refrigerator cars was
placed recently by the Northern Pacifie
as. an addition to its eqipment in order
to be fully, prepared to handle the annual
Aruit crop of the Northwest, 1t Is ex-
pected that the demands on the roads this

will 'be heavier than ever, and for °
that reason those reaching the fruit dis-
trict are all providing extra. equipment.
One which began in 1880 by hand-
ling 118 cars, expects to baul 3,500 this

year.
Bome of the eastern roads are sald te
be (working out a system whereby the
National Edncational Association not
only will be given & rate of 114 cents a
mile for the round trip for its annual
convention, which is to be held this year
at Cleveland, but will continne to receive
the $2 membership fee which the roads In
past years collected for it, without getting

into conflict with the ruling of the Inter
Commission Y

1404—Jainalos discoversd by - Columbus
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