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_;ight themselves,

_sure, uncommon brown and well.

Girdlestone

BY

A. CONAN DOYLE

SEE

CHAFPTER X.

~ During the months which Ezra Girdle-
stone had spent in Africa the affairs of
the firm in Fenchurch street had been
exceedingly prosperous. Trade upon the
coast had been brisker than usual, and
three of the company’s ships had come in
#. short intervals with excellent ea

Among these was the Black Eagle, which,
to the astonishment of Captamn Hamilton
Miggs and the disgust of his employsr,
bnd weathered a severe gale in the Chan-

‘pel, and had arrived safe and sound once

more, This run of luck, supplementad Hy
the business capacity of fhe old merchant
and the indomitable energy of young
Dimsdale, made the concern look so flour-
ishing that the former felt more than ever
convinced that if he could but stave of
the immediate danger things would soun
Ilence he read wich
light the letters from Africa, in whivh
s son narrated the success of the con-

. #piracy and the manper in which the min

#rs had been hoodwinked. The old man's
figure grew straighter and his step more

down completely, but his bony hands clos-
od convulsively upon the arms of tne
chair, and a cold perspiration broke out
upon his wrinkled forchead as he listened
to such details as his son vouchsafed to
afford him.

“You have your stones all
*hough?”’ he stammered out at last.

“They are in my box at home,” said
Ezra, gloomy and morose, leaning against
the white marble mantelpiece. “We'll ne
locky if we clear as muoch as they cost
and a margin for my expenses and Lang-
worthy’s. A broken head is al] that |
have got from your fine scheme.”

“Who could foresee such a thing?' che
old man said, plaintively. *“The fall in
prices ls sure to be permanent?”

“It will last for some years, anyway,”
Ezra answered. “The Jagersfontein
gravel is very rich, and there seems to be
plenty of it."

“And within a few months we must re-
pay both capital and interest. We ure
ruined ! The old merchant spoke in a
broken voice, and his head sank upon his
breast. “When that day comes,” he con-
tinued, “the firm which has been for thir-
ty years above reproach, and a model to
the whole city, will be proclaimed as a
bankrupt concern. Worse still, it will be
shown to have been kept afloat for years
by means which will be deemed fraudu-
lent. I tell you, my dear son, that ‘f
any means could be devised which would
avert this—any means—| should not hes-
jtate to adopt them. | am a frail old
man, and 1 feel That the short balance of
my life would be a amall thing for me to
give in return for the assurance that the
work which I have built up should not be
altogether thrown away.”

“Your life cannot affect the matter ane
way or the other unless it were more
heavily insured than it is,” Ezra said,
eal , though somewhat moved by uis
father’'s intensity of manper. “Perbaps
there is some way ouf of the wood yet,”
he added, in a more cheerful tone.

“It's so paying, so prosperous—that's
what goes to my heart. If it had ruined
ftself it would be easier to bear it, put
it is sacrificed to outside speculations—
my wretched, wretched speculations. That
is what makes it so hard.” He touched
the bell, and Gilray answered the sum-
mons. “Listen to this, Ezra. What was
our turn over last month, Gilray?"

“Fifteen thousand pounds, sir,” said the
little clerk, bobbing up and down like a
buoy in a gale in his delight at seeing the
junior partmer once again.

“And the expenses?”

“Nine thousand three hundred. Uncom-
mon brown you look, Mr. Eera. to he
i I hop=s
as you enjoyed yourselfl in Africa, sir, an.l
was too much for them Hottentots and
Boars.” With this profound ethnological
remark Mr. Gilray bobbed himself out of
the room and went back radiantly te his
ink-stained desk.

“Look at that,” the old man sald, when
the click of the outer door showed that
the clerk was out of earshot. “Over five
thousand profit in a month. Is it not ter-
rible that such a business should go to
rain? What a fortine It would bhave
beén for you

“It must be saved!” eried Ezra with
meditative brows and unged deep
ia his trouser ’ ks that

safe,
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| #1's money. Could we mot get th

| porary use of it?

! “Impossible " his father answe,
& sigh. “It is #0 tied up in the w
‘she sign it away herself u

.comes of age, is no way of touch-

“Then we must have it by thé emly

| means open to us.” .

“And that is?"

“I must marry her.”
»*“You will?" :
“l shall. Here is my hand on 1™

“Then we are saved,” cried the old man,
throwing up his tremulous hands. “Gi
dlestone & Son will weather the storm
yer." .

“But Girdlestone becomes a sleepi
pertoer,” said Exra, “It's for -Ig'
sake I do it and not for yours:™ wit
which frank remark he drew his hat down
over his brows and set off for Eeccleston

. . . . . . =

One day, as Thomas Dimsdale was
making his way cityward at a au
earlier hour than was customary with
him, he missed the usual apparition at the
window. Looking round blankly in search
of some explanation of this absence, he
perceived in the garden a pretty white
bennet which glinted among the leaves,
and on closed inspection a pair of dright
eyes, which ‘surveyed him merrily from
underneath it. The gate was opemn. Sr
may be jmagined that he was somewhat
late at the office that morning and on
many subsequent mornings, until the
clerks began to think that their new em-
piover was losing the enthusiasm for
business which had possessed him.

It chanced that one morning the Inter-
view between the lovers had lasted mather
longer than usual, and had been concluded
by Kate's returning to the house, while
Tom remained sitting upon the garden
seat lost in such a reverie as affects men
in his' position. While thus pleasantly
employed, his thoughts were suddenly re-
called to earth by the appearance of a
dark shadow on the gravel in fromt of
him, and looking up he saw the semior
partner standing a short distance away
and regarding him with anything but an
amiable expression upon his face. He
had himself been having a morning stroll
in the garden, and had overseen the Whole
of the recent interview without the pre
occupled Jovers being aware of his pres-
ence.

“Are you coming to the office? he
asked sternly, “if so, we ean go together.

Tom rose and followed him out of ¢
gardens without a word. He knew
the other’s e that all was
to him, and in his heart he was not
His only fear was that the old
anger might fall upon his ward, and tl
he determined to,prevent. They walked
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“| side by side as far as the station in com-

plete silence, but on reaching Fenchurch
street Girdlestone asked his young part-
ner to ptep into his private sanctum.

“Now, sir,” he sald, as he closed the
door behind him, “[ think that I have a
right to inguire what the meaning may
be of the scene of which I was an invel-
untary witness this morning?”

“It means,” Tom answered firmly but
gently, “that I am engaged to Miss Has-
ston, and have been for some time."

“Oh, indeed,” Qirdlestone answered
coldly, sitting down at his desk and turn-
ing over the plle of letters

During the long silent walk the mer-
chant had been revolving in his mind
what course he should pursue, and he aad
come to the conclusion that it was more
easy to guide this jmpetuous stream of
youth than to attempt to stem it. He did
not realize the strength of the tie that
bound these two young people together,
‘and imagined that with judgment and pa-
tience it might yet be snapped. It was,
therefore, with as good an imitation. of
geniality as his angular visage would per-
mit of that he answered his companion’s
confession.

“You can bardly wonder at my being
surprised,” he said. “Such a thing never
entered my mind for a mnment. You
would bhave done better to have confided
in me before.”

*“1 must ask your pardon for not hav-
ing done so0.”

“As far as you are concerned,” said
John Girdlestone affably, “I believe you
to be hardworking and right principled.
Your conduet since you joined the firm
hias been everything that I could desire.”

Tom bowed his acknowledements, much
pleased by the preamble.

“With regard to my ward” continued
the senior partner, speaking very slowly
and evidently welghing his words, “I
could not wish for ber to have a better
husband. In considering such a question
I have, however, as you may imagine, to
consult above everything eles the wishes
of my dead friend, Mr. John Harston, ‘the
father of the young lady to whom youn say
you are engaged. A trust has been repos-
ed in me, and that trust must, of course,
be fulfilled to the letter.”

“Certainly,” said Tom, wondering in his
own mind how he could ever have brought
himself for one monfeut to think evil of
this kindly old man.

“It was one of Mr. Harston's most
ciearly expressed wishes that no words er
even thoughts of such matters should be
allowed to come in his daughter's wa¢ un-
til she had attained maturity, by which
he meant the age of one-and-twenty.”

“Buat he could not foresee the circum-
stances,” Tom pleaded. “I am sure that
a year or so will make no difference in
her sentiments in this matter.”

“My duty is to carry out his instrue-
tions to the letter. | won't say, however,”
continued Mr. Girdiestone, “that circum-
stances might not arise which might in-
duce me to shorten this probationary pe-
riod. If my further acquaintance with
you confirms the high lmpression which 1
now have of your commercial ability, that
of course would bave weight with me:
and again, If | find that Miss Harston's
mind is made up upon the point, that also
would influence my judgment.”

“And what are we to do in the mean-
time 7" asked the jumior partner anxious-
Iy.

“In the meantime neither you nor your
people must write to her, or speak to her,
or bhold any communiceation with her
whatever, If I find you or them doing
so0, T shall be compelled, in justice to Mr.
Harston's last request, to send her to
some establishment abroad where she
shall be entirely out of your way. My
mind is irrevocably made up upon that
point, It is not a matter of personal in-
clination, but of conscience,”

“And how long is this to last7” eried

“It wih depend upon youw
you prove yourself io be a
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N Iy Sl - high. To them Is bolted

#0," sa estome, with which supports the holst
a smile. “Remember, there --n-hr weight. For this a block of
-::: nn:iiu &??h Mr:ﬂ:;"‘- ';: lead welghing not less than 25
must remain absolutely apa s ( must be obtalned, and it must have

37, vk ppansagg ' will | Staple ot ring In it 8o it may be lfted.

“It is hard, very, very hard. But
promise t6 do it. What would T not The post is placed where it Is to be

promise which would lead to our earlier driven and the welght lifted and al-
lowed to fall on It. A liftle practice

s
:
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“That is settled then. In the meantime,
1 should be obliged if you would go down
to the docks and look after the loading of
the transferable corrugated iron houses
for New Calabar.” .

“All right, sir, and thank you for your
kindness,” said Tom, bowing himself out.

compregsed into the In
::hr:mupwcmm hl drive a well 1%-Inch pipe Is pre-
the darrow boundary of a single envelope. ' ferred. The lengths should not be
Tem read it over after he had finished, over 6 feet. The first pipe to be driven
and felt that it feebly expressed bhis must have a point of Iron or steel
his thoughts; but then, what lover ever Any blacksmith who Is an expert at

newed r to the loading of the corru- |
gated l::: He would hardly have feit thread that s to connect It to Its mate,

so satisfied had he seen John Girdlestone S0 the thread may not be Injured. Also
recelving that same letter from the hands on top of this coupling must always
of the footman, and reading it afterwards rest a block of lead or seasoned hick-
in the privacy of his bedroom with a sar- ory, to receive and distribute the con-
donic smile npon his face. 8till less con- cussion, to preserve the pipe from de-
tented would he have been had he beheld eryction,

the merchant tearing it into small frag- The pipe is driven the same as &

ments and making a bonfire of it in his
capacious grate. Next morning Kate look-
ed in vain out of the accustomed win-
dow, and was sore at heart when o tall
figure appeared in sight, and no friendly
hand waved a morning salutation.

post, another length being attached as
fast as one |s sunk in the ground. One
rule must never be forgotten: Each
length of pipe must be threaded so long
that It screws Into the coupling and

rests (buts, they call it), on the end
of the plpe beneath It. This prevents
wplitting the coupling and leaky joints.
~—Juljus Brown, in Farm and Home.

Experimenting with Lambes,
The lowa Experiment Station re-

Other things being equal, good shoot | santly marketed some lambs that had
Ing Is the determining factor In WAL ' peef fed to determine the value of dif-
Poorly drilled and hastily organized fepent rations. Lot one was fed man-
bodies of men can give a good account gels, lot two sugar beets, Jot three corn
of themselves If they know how 10 gflage and lot four grain and alfalfa.
shoot and hit what they shoot at 'Tbere wis no material difference In

In our war for independence, Say® the condition of the lambs In lots one
Army and Navy Life, the colonistS apg' four at the finish. While the lot
were woodsmen. ‘They carried and given corn silage was In better shape
used their arms to supply their homes than the one given sugar beets, it was
with food and to protect them from the ' not as good as lots one and four: It is
savage. As marksmen they vastly out- ' the clalm of English shepberds that
classed the British. and that more than ~succulent feeds are necessary In secur-
anything else gave Washington the jng a good finish on lambs, but the
final victory. above experiment Indicated that while

agajn, In our great Clvil War mark ' the lambs fed such feeds made better
the effect of a general knowledge of gains than others, there was not
firearms. In the South were sporting enough difference to warrant the buy-
people. They were fond of riding and | ing of such feeds.

(To be continued.)

HOW TO WIN BATTLES

Men Whe Hit What They Shoot at
the Determining Factor in War,

hunting. S8hooting at tarket and at Sond. .Ben. Acte.
game entered into their sports and It will require 8 bushels of oats to
pastimes. The North was commercial | ooq on acre: barley, 2 bushels: Hm-

i Its men knew little or nothing of [ o4 g quarts; tobacco, 2 ounces; blue
' firearms save the fintlocks of thelr grass, 2 bushels; clover, white ln& &l
grandfathers, objects of curiosity In  gye § ¢o 8 pounds; clover, red, 8 to 10
their shops or homes. except In the far ouapty: clover, Lucerne or alfalfa, 15
| West, where the life of 1776 was still : to 25 pounds; red top, 1 to 2 bushels;
i being llved. The. result was that -L‘I millet, 3 to 1 bushel ; orchard grass, 2

{ the East the southern troops were geb- | pughels; buckwheat, % bushel; broom

| erally victorfous .for a couple of years
{untll the northern troops learned to

‘nhnnl. What little success the North
! had wns In the West, where they were
little better than a standoff. ;

Had Meformed.

Askitt—What kind of . a man Is
Hyker?

Noitt—Oh, T guess he's all right
now, but he was engaged in a shady
business a few years ago.

Askitt—What was the nature of the
business?

Noitt—He manufactured awnings.

corn, 1-3 bushel; corn, broadecast, 4
bushels: corn, In hills, 4 to 8 quarts;
corn, in drills, 2 to 3 bushels ; popcorn,
2 quarts; sweet corn, 6 quarts; peas,
[ garden, 2 to 8 bushels; potatoes, 10 to
12 bushels ; rutabagas and turnips, 1 to
2 pounds; mixed lawn grass, 8 to 4
bushels; rye, 134 to 2 bushels; vetches,
2 bushels; wheat, 11 to 2 bushels.

Should Be More Hedgerows,
There ought to be more hedgerows
than there are on central western
farms, for when grown they not only
perve as a fence which will turn live
stock, but provide birds which nest In
shrubs the best possible protection dur-

Helpful Suggeation.

Miss May Dupp—1 just ean't bes s fo
walk out In the wind; It roughens my
complexion so.

Miss Pert--Mabe your complexion's
too thick; If you'd put it on thinner i
might not do that.

If They Did.
*Twould be a blessing without price

The lesson thus to teach,
1f all the folks who give advice

Would practice what they preach.
—(leveland Plain Dealer,

Pa's Classifieation.

Little Wille—8ay, pa, la It proped
to refer to an alrship as an aerial
greyhound? |

Pa—No, my son; the alrship Is In

the aky-terrier class.

Ing the summer season. Of all his
friends in the animal kingdom outside
of the farm animals none render the
farmer more valuable service than the
many birds which range over his land,
and he Is not only doing them a kind-
ness, but helping himself In a very
definite fashion, If he so manages
things that they can have as many
nesting places as possible.

Exhausting the Sefl.

When a country has been farmed for
forty years or more strictly on a grain-
farming basls, things begin to iook
pretty desolate, unless legume crops
have been ralsed extensively; and, as
a rule, where such short-wighted meth-
ods of farming are In practice the value
of legumes Is given little heed.

the subsoll running down to a depth of
3 or 4 feet from the surface. '

Roots of all erops go down Into the
soll from 2 to 6 feet, and take directly
the ingredients from the subsoll, and
upon thelr decay tend to Increase Its
porosity, This assists the capillary
movements of water, which reacts as
an agent to carry fertilizing Ingredl-
ents as they become soluble In the low-
er solls up to near the surface, where
they are readily avallable to the feed-
Ing roots of succeeding crops.

For Pleking Cherries,

With the ald of an Improved frult
gatherer designed by an Indiana man,
the most delleate of small frults, such
as cherries, can be ~ e
stems without mutila-.
tion, Infecting or soll-
Ing of the fruit In the }
least, and without the
necessity of the hands
of the person coming
In contaet with the
fruit. As shown In the
illustration, the gath-
erer s of a size to be
easily manipulated by LIPS OFF FRUIT.
thé hand. In ome end Is an opening.
to freely admit the fruit, a stationary
blads and 3 movable biade being places
In advance of the opening. By this
novel arrangement of the fixed blade
and the disposition of the movable
‘blade and its arm, the movement of
the one blade past the other, besides
effectively severing the stems, tends to
impel the severed fruit Into the open-
ing. In practice the device is held in
either hand, and as the stems of the
fruit are cut it slides down the Incline
and Into the receptacle. When the lat.
ter is filled the contents are easily dis-
mrged through the hinged 1ld at the

Be on the Safe Side.

If the herd milk Is separated on the
bome farm and only the cream sent to
the factory there Is no danger of the
patrons getting an Infected supply of
skim milk from a source outside their
own farms.” The farm separator will
protect him from acquiring tuberen-
losis from the meighbor's herd, which
may be spread through the medium of
the skim milk returned from the cream.
ery. Farmers and dairymen who are
feeding young  stock the
skimmed milk should by all means
have a good separator and by so doing
insure thelr herd against Infection.—
F. L. Risley.

Odds and Ends.

Sheep growers near Ore.,
are offering $40 per head for b
ote killed. S e

There are more than six and a half
million of farm families in the United
Btates, and they produce emough food
for themselves and the other 12,000,000
families who live In the citles and
towns.

The telephone Is now being largely
used In the country districts for the
benefit of the bedridden who
are connected with church pulpits and
are thus enabled to hear the sermon
and singing.

Luther Burbank’s thornless cactus,
which promises to be a valuable forage
plant. grows to a length of about three
feet by one foot wide, three inches
thick, and has a surface similar to that
of a watermelon, .

A twenty-three-acre apple orchard re
cently sold by John Touchette of Cen-
terville, 1ll., for $25,000 cash. The or-

annual erop has brought from. $5,000 to
$8,000 for several years,

A blll has been Introduced In Con-
gress to establish postal savings banks

positors and to be under the supervis
fon of the Postmaster General and Sec.
retary of the Treasury.

Expert peach growers of Michigan
say that the hard freeze of last year
will prove a benefit, as it really cleared

worthless orchards. New ones will be
planted to take thelir place,

The International Harvester Com

two counts by a Kansas jury at Topeka
for violation of the trust law. The
penaity Is $1,000 on each count, but
the company bas taken an gppeal.

New England farmers make good
money by wellipg ferns, which grow
plentifully In the rockyh ighlands. Plck-
ers are pald 40 cents per 1,000, tied up
in bunches of twenty-five and dellvered
at the raliroad station. A crop can

only be picked every second year,

chard is twenty-one years old, and its '

which are to pay 2 per cent to the de '

out and rid the State of hundreds of '

pany has been found gulity on fort;p-l

Friend—I suppose the baby Is fond
of you? Papa—Fond of me? Why, he
sleeps all day when I'm not at home
{and stays up all night just to enjoy my
soclety [—Town and Country.

“John, do you love me?” “Yes"
“Do you adore me?" *I s'pose.” “Wil
you always love me?” *“Ye—look here,
woman, what have you gone and or-
jdered ent home now ¥'—Loulsville
Courler-Journal, :

Flopegan—These scales is no good
fur me at all, at all, They only weigh
the heft of 200 pounds, an' I welgh
near to 250. Flanagan—Well, man
allve, can't ye git on thim twice?—
Philadelphla Ledger.

“Don’t you think that some men
make a mistake In adopting politics as
A career? “Yes, but It lsn't as serl-
ous as the mistake that politics makes
In adopting some men as its represent-
utives."—Washington Star.

“You paid that man a great compli-
ment when you elected himn to office.”
“Yesa,” answered Farmer Corntossel,
“an' the compliment sort o' started a
habit. He has expected everything
omplimentary ever since.”—Washing-
ton Star. :

Wilkins—Blinks says he does not
know you at all, Bllkins—I'm not sur-
prised. He never sces me, you know.
Wilkins—But [ thought you were mem-
bers of the same church? Bilkins—
Yes, but I Invariably take up the edl«
lections.

Mr. Green—No, my dear; | will not
tell you what I'm going to give you
for your birthday. Why can't you
women be content to walt and enjoy
belng surprised? Mrs. Green—Oh, tell
me now! If you keep your word, I'll
e surprised enough.

“If you marry Grace,” exclalmed an
irate father to his son, “I'll cut you off

withant a nannwe
" = greeeseg

T At B /B S
% much as a plece of pork to boll In
|the pot.* “Well,” said the young man,
“Grace before meat.” And be lmme-
diately went [n search of a minister.

His Flancee—Oh, yes, It's lovely be
ing engaged to you, Jack. But I do
wish you were a rich man, dear. He
—How rich, darling? His Flancee—
Oh, rich enough for me to be able to
snub the people 1 detest and sti)l have
them call me amlable.—Loudon Opin-
‘on.

“And mow, Uncle Ezra,” she sald
Just before the guests had begun to
arrive, “please remember not to eat
your ple with your knife.” *“All right,
Lizzle, but I wish you'd tell that young
woman that walts on the table to give
me an extry spoon."—Chleago Record-
Herald.

First S8tranger—Excuse me, but that
is my umbrella you have. Becond
SBtranger—I don’t doubt it. Just wait
till I call a policeman. First Stranger
—What for? Becond Btranger—Bur-
glars broke Into my house the other
night and left this umbrella.—Ex-
~hange.

Oll Magnate—Ah, my boy, a milllon-
alre’s position Is a hard one. Bkeptieal
Friend—As to how? Ol Magnate—If
I board my wealth, they say I'm a
skinflint, and If 1 try to give money
away they say I am trying-to ease my
gullty consclence.—Loulsville Courler-
Journal.

Wife (angrily)—Well, there's neo
,bse in arguing the matter any longer.
| When [ set my foot down, that covers
the entire ground. Husband (calmly)
—1I wouldn't make It quite that strong,
my dear, but your foot certalnly does
cover a good deal of ground—Ex-
change.

Disgusted Wife—Bay, niggah, eber
sence Ah married yo' yo's dun nuffin
‘cept sit round de house. Doan yo'
eber feel enny ambishion? Lazy Hus-
band—Ah feels ambishion w'en Ah's
sittin’ round hyah, honey, but jes’ ‘s
soon 's Ah stahts ter wo'k Ah gits dis-
' couraged.—Judge.

The family were discussing the com-
Ing wedding of the only daughter. “Of
course,” sald the bride to be to her fa-
ther, “you, will give me away?" “I'm
afrald I have dome It already, my
dear,” he replled. “I told George only
this morning that you had a disposi-
tion just llke your mother's.”

The elevated raliroad guard resign-
&1 his position as an usher at the
,church. “It mixed me all up,” he sald.
“When I was showing people Into the
pews on Sunday morning I'd tell 'em
to step lively, and once or twlce I
started fo take up a collection In the
smoking ear.”—Chleago Tribune.

On coming home from church on
Aunday Archle's motheér asked him how
he liked It, and Archie sald It was fine,
“What do you Illke most In the
church 7" asked his mother. “Well, the
best part |s where they pass around
! the money,” and, turning to his father,
‘sald: “How much did you get? 1 got
a dime.”

Arboreal,

“So your son-in-law has a famlily
tree.”

“Yes,” answered Mr. Cumrox, “but
, I'm kind o' suspiclous that some of uas
| American eltizens aren't going about
,tlu work of preserving the forests the
right way.,"—Washington Star ‘




