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The Firm of
Girdlestone

ay

A. CONAN DOYLE
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CHAPTER 11— (Continued.)

“Very well,” the merchant said coldly.
*If you insist on it, it must be done. Buc,
of course, it would make a great difference
In your salary.”

“Eh?

“You are at present getting fifteen
pounds a month, and five per cent com-
mission. These are exceptional terms In
vonsideration of any risk that you may
run. We shall dry dock the iSiack Eagle,

“Belay, there, belay IS the sailor shout-
His coppery was & siade darker
than usual, and his bilious cyes had a
venomous gleam in them. “Dom't you
beat me down!” he hissed, advancing to

2

am
am under the thumb of no
You'd reduce my salary, would
roared Captain Hamilton Miggs,
himself into a fury. *“Me that
for ye, and slaved fcr ye, aprd
life for ye. You try it on,
just you try it on! Suppose 1
that little story o' the painting

then?
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assert that it was?"
do,” thundered the angry
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" he said. “What are ye up to

3

now ¥
“I'm going to you in charge.”
“What for?" 'm

“For g and fsing threafen-

to the counting house, and had
the latter portion of the cco-
“Don't let me interrupt you.

your salary.”

“I didn't mean no harm.” said Capta'n
Hamilton Miggs, glancing nerveusly frou
the one to the other. He had been fairly
well known to the law in his younger
gays, and had no desire to renew the ac-
guaintance.

“Who painted out those Plimsoll
marks?" asked the merchant.

“It was me.”

“Did any one suggest it to you?”

- uxmu

“Shall I send in the polideman, sir?”
asked Gilray, opening the door.

“Asgk him to wait for a moment,” Gir-
dlestone answered. “And now, captain,
to return to the original point, rhall we
dry dock the Black Eagle and reduce the
salary, or do you see your waiy to going
back in her on the same terms?”

*I'll go back,” sa.d the captain reck-
lessly. “When d'ye want me to start?”

“When she’'s unloaded and loaded up
again. Three weeks or a mouth yet. I
expect that Spender will have come in
with the Maid of Athens by toat time.”

“Unless some accident happens on the
way,” said Captain Hamilton Miggs, with
a leer. “He was at Sierra Leone when
we came up the coast. I say,” be contin-
ued, giving his employer a confidential
nudge with his elbow, “suppose we'd gone
down in the bay this last time, you'd ha'
been a bit out in your reckouning—el,
what?”

“Why so?”

“Well, we were oversinsured .m our out-
ward passage. An accident tnen might
ha' put thousands in your pocket | kmow.
Coming back, though, the cargo was
worth more than the insurance, I reckon.
You'd ha’ been out o' pocket if we'd foun-
dered.”

“We take our chance of these things.”
the merchant said with dignity.

“Well, good morning, guv'ner,” Cap-
ta'n Hamilton Miggs said brusquely.

As he passed out through the offize,

Esra rejoined his father.
“He's a rum chap,” be remarked, jerk-

Ing his head in the direction waich Miggy
bad taken. “A useful servant, though.™
“The fellow's half a savage himself,”
his father sald. “He's in his element
among them. That's why he gefts on so
waell with them.”
“He doesn't seem much the worse for
the climate, either.”
“His body does not, but his ideas are
. shockingly immoral | However, to return
to business. [ wish you to see the un-
derwriters and pay the premium of the
Black Eagle. If you see your way to It
Inerease the policy, but do it earefully,
Para, and with tact. She will start about
time of the equinoctial gnles. If any-
should happen te her, it would be
firm should bave a mar-
right ‘4
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fluded in a modest way to his “lttle
| place,” and even went the length of re-
|mutln¢ airily to mew acquaintances that
| he hoped they wotld look him up any
| ime they happened to be in his diree
| tion. As he carefully refrained, however,
| from ever giving the slightest indication
| of which direction that might be, his in-
'viuthu never led to any practical re-
sults, Btill, they had the effect of filling
the recipient with a vague senswe of prol-
fered hospitality, and occasionally led to
more sabstantial kindness in return.
The gallant major's figure was a famil-

Doree. Tall and pompous, with
frame and a puffy ciean-shaven
face which peered over an sbnormally
collar and old fashioned iinem cre-
he stood as a very typs and emblem
The

the sunmit of the
to his bulbous fnger
toes, thers was not a
which the most severe critic of de-
portment could have detected. Let us aldd
that the conversation of the major was
as_irreproachable as his person—that be
was a distinguished soldier and an accom-
plished traveler, with a retentive memory
and a mind staffed with the good things
of a lifetime. Combine all these gua'i-
ties, and one would naturally regard the
major as a most desirable suvguaintance.

Standing at the head of the hroad stone

fice which its occupiers irreverently term
the “Rag and Bobtail,” he was explain-
ing to a bull-necked, dlive-complexioned
young man, the series of marriages and
inter-marriages which had culminated In
the production of his own portly stiff-
backed figure. His companion, who wa
nooe other than Eara Girdlestone of the
great African firm of that name.
against one of the pillars of the
and listened gloomily to the major's fam-
ily reminiscences, giving an oceasions]
yawn which he made no attempt to cou-
ceal.

i

now, Girdlestone—this is Miss Letitia
Snackles, of SBnackleton, a cousin of ol)
Bir Joseph.” - The major tapped his
thumb with the silver head of nis walk-
ing stick to represent the malden
Snackles! "She marries Crawiord, of toe
Blues—one o' the Warwickshire Craw-
fords; that's him”—here he elevated his
stubby forefinger—"and here's their throe
children, Jemima, Harold and John." Up
went three other fingers.
ford grows up, and then Charley Cluttes-
buck rums away with her. This other
thumb o' mine will stand for that young
divil Charley, and then my fingers——"

“Ob, hang your fingers,” Girllestone ex
claimed with emphasis. *“It's very inter
esting, major, but it would be more in-
telligible if you wrote it out.”

“And so 1 shall, me boy!” the major
cried enthusiastically, by no mans abash-
od at the sudden interruption. “I'll draw
it up on a bit of foolscap paper. Let's
nee, l‘-:m street, eh? Add-ess to the
irdlestone, London,” would foind
in' of ye to Bir Mus
Rifles the other day,
once. ‘Girdlestons?
. same,” says [. ‘A mer
prince? says he. “The same,’ says
5 'd be proud to meet him,’ says he.
‘And you shall’ says 1. He's the best
blood of ty Waterford.”

“More blood than money, 1 suppose,”
the young man said. “I'm due in the city.
The governor leaves at four. Cood-by ;
sball 1 see you to-night?”

“Card room, as per usual,” quoth the
clean-shaven warrior. He looked after
the retreating figure of his lare compar-
ion with anything but a pleasant expres-
gion upon his face. The young man hap-
pened to glance round as he waq half way
down the street, on which the major smii-
ed after him paternally, and gave a merry
flourish with his stick.

At last he hailed a passing bus, into
which he sprang. After a drive which
brought him to the other side of the ecity,
he got out in a broad, busy thoroughfare,
lined with large shops. Down 1 somber
avenue the major strutted witn all his
wonted pomposity, until about half way
down he reached a tall zrim-looking
house, with many notices of “apartments”
glaring from the windows. [I'be major
walked briskly up the stone steps, ard
pushing open the great sploichy door,
which bore upon it a brass plate indicat-
ing that the establishment was kept by
a Mrs. Robins, he walked ‘nto the hall
with the air of one who treads familwmur
ground. Up one flight of stairr, up two
flights of stairs, and up three flights of
stairs did he climb, until on the fourth
landing he pushed open a doos and found
b'mself in a small room, wh.ch form-J
for the nonce the “little place” about
which he was wont at the club to make
depreciatory-allusions, so skilifully intro-
duced that the listeWer was eft in doubt
as to whether the major was the happy
possessor of a country house and groun le,
or whether hé merely owned a iarge so~
urban villa. Even this modest sanctum
was not entirely the major's own, as was
shown by the presence of a ruddy-faed
man with a long, tawny bearsd, who st
on one side of the empty fireplace. As
the other entered ,che man n .he chair
gave vemt to aguttural grunt, and Major
Clutterbuck returned the greet'ng with an
off-handed nod. [lis next proceeding wns
to take off his glossy hat, and pack |t
away in a hat box. He then removed his
coat, his collar, his tie and niz gaiters
with equal solicitude, and pu: them in a
place of safety. After which ne donned
a long purple dressing gown and a smok-
ing cap, in which garb he performed the
first steps of a masurka as 1 xign of the
additional ease which he exparionced.

“Not much to dance about either, rue
boy,” the old soldier said, seating himes+!f
in a camp chair and putting his feet upon
another one. “We're all on the verge.
Unless Juck takes a lnrla there's no saying
what may become of us.

“We have been badder than this before
now many a time,” said the yellow beard-
ed man, In an aecent which proclaimed
him to be a German. “My money vl
come, or something will arrive to set all
things right.” :

Bigismond von Baunmser was a politica!
from the Fatherlanol who h1d
to become foreign clerk in a
London firm, an oocuparion which
‘enabled him to keep body and sov!
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steps which lead up to the palatial edi-’

“Jeouma Craw- |
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together, He and the major uad lo
In different rooms in another »
ment until some common leaven of Ho
mianism bad brought them together
When circumstances had driven o
of their former abode it bad occurred &

a sociable soul in his unofficial hours
had all the Hibernian dislike to
The arrangement commented Itsglf
the German, for he had a prole

miration for the other's versatile
and varied experiences, so he g
acquiescence and the thing -vas dew
When the major's luck was good Ethes
were brave ‘times in the Iit 'ou
floor back. On the other haund, if &
slice of good fortune came in the
man's way, the major had a fair o
"the prosperity., -During the hard

which intervened between these s of
opulence, the pair roughed it uncomplain-
ingly as best they might. '
“Have you bhad your letter?” the

.::g |
awaiting it

Voo Baumser shook his head.

“They should have sent a wake

“But you—how do you stand
moaey

&;.‘_

them upon the table. “Yon

law,” he said, “I never on any o
tion break into these. You can': sit down
to play cards. for high stakes with less
in your purse, and if 1 was to change on
they'd all go like & whiff o' suoke, !
this money I've hardly a penny.” "
“Nor me,” said Von Baumser, despond-
ently. ¢

“] say, Baumser, I can't stand that
young fellow Girdlestone. I'll have to
chuck him up. He's a cold-blooded, flinty-
hearted, calculating sort of a coap.”

“What for did you make bim your
friend, then?”

“Well,” the old soldier comnf
seemed to me that if he wanted to
his money away at ecards, Toblas Clut-
terbuck might as well have the hand
of it as any one else, [He plays a I
game for low stakes, and never throws
away a chance. I think I've been a loser
in pocket by knowing him, waile as to
me character, I'm very sure ['m the worss !
there.” e

“Yat’s the matter mit him?”

“What’s not the matter with him? T
he's agreeable he’s not natural, and if he’s '
ugtural he’s not agreeable. 1 dom't -l-'
tend to be a saint.
in my day, and hope to see some more
before I dje, but there dre some things
that I woulda't do. If I live be cards
it's all fair and above board. I never :
play anything but games o shill, and I
reckon on me skill bringing me out on the |
right side, taking one night with another '
through the year. Again, at billiards 1
may not always play me best, but that's '
generalship. You don't want a whole
romtokmwapointmtgmnl
is. I'm the last man to preach, but I
don’'t like that chap, and 1 don’t like that
handsome braszen face of his. I've
the greater part of my life reading
faces, and never very far out, either.”

“Vat did you say t name was?' Vo
Baumser ﬂul.” Iy. x

“Girdlestone,

“Is his father a merchant? One whoe
trades with the Afrikaner?™

“The same."

Von Baumser took a bulky pocketbook
from his inside pocket and scanned a loag
list of names therein. “Ah, It is the}
same,” he cried at last triumphantly,
shutting up the book and replacing ir.
“Girdlestone & Co., African merchants
—Fenchurch street, City."”

“Those are they,”

“And you say they are rch?

“Yes. Very rich.”

“YVery rich! Ho, ho! Very =ich!” he
laughed. *I know dem, not as friends,
but I know dem and their affairs”

“What are you driving at? Let's have
it. Out with it, man.”

“I tell you,” said the Gerwman, sudden-
ly becoming supernaturally solemn And
sawing his hand up and down in the ar |
to emphasize his remarks, “in three or
four months, or a year at the most, thers
will be no firm of Girdlestone. They are
rotten, useless—whoo!”" He blew an im-
aginary feather up into the air te demou-
strate the extreme fragility of the house
in guestion.

(To be continuved.)

Stmmbles on Many Words.

A certain business man in Beattle
was married recently to a girl whoe
after a few weeks of wedded life be-
gan to fear that her husband Indulged
too freely in the eup that cheers. She
determined to find out beyond doubt
whether her suspicions were well founds
ed. From a friend she learned that a
man even slightly Intoxleated cannot
prouwounce words of any length. Wheres
upon the wife decided that sheswould
try this test.

When next the friend met the lattey
ghe asked If ber susplcions had been}
verified. The wife burst loto tears and
sald they bhad. “I handed him this
list,” she said, between sobs, bringing
from her pocket a paper she gave tg
her friend, and which contained the fol«
lowing words : “Phthisis, photochromyy,
gnmonology, hypochondriasls, phleg-
masia, dotens, cyncategorematic, anti-
nomianism, pseundoathesia,”

“And,” she vontinned while bher
friend read the list, “he missed nearly
half of them.”—8eattle Post-Intelligens
cer.

Feminine Reasoning.
Husband (as they arrive at the sta
tlon a minute too late)—If you hadn't
taken s0 much time with your tollet,
we wounldn't have been too late.
Wife—And If you hadn’'t made me
run, we wouldn't have to walt so long
for the mnext train!—Translated for
Transatlantic Tules from Meggendorfer
Blatter.

A Doubtfal Advantage.
Customer—Tell me, truly, which »
these two hats is more becoming?
Milliner—This one. BSee! It ocon-
ceals your face more.—Brooklyn Life

’

coats $200, or four times as much as

the cost Ofteen years ago.
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Major Clutterbuck took ten soverelgs
out of his 'trousers pocket and ne

I've seen some fun &

A good carriage %MMANMlq :

rected to the acquiring of lands
fldings. The Illustrations glven
herewith are Intended to offer sugges-
tions for Improving the appearance of
the farm home without any consider-
able expense. The first shows a farm
sheltered by surrounding
space immediately around
house s clear to allow of circula-
of the air. The view from the
t of the house |s unobstructed. The
second Is an example of 'what may be
done In planning the home grounds—

been
nd

gea

home well
trees. The

the
tion
fron

not a model to be followed In detall,
but embodying some general principles
that may be adopted.

Straight lines and square plots so
desirable In the laying out of flelds are
not the most desirable for the home
grounds, Curved lines especially for
the driveways take away the stiffness
and add naturalness to the scene. In
the (llustration the double driveway in
front makes too complicated a plan for
the ordinary farm. A variety of trees
and shrubs ghould be used around the
house without having them too close
to allow free circulation of the alr and
a view of the roadway In front.—Mon-
‘Teal Btar.

Hibernation of Boll Weevils,

It has been often noticed that Im a
wooded country boll weevils appear
first In spring along the borders of
flelds next to the woods and gradually
work inward from the edges, so that it
seems probable that In a wooded coun-
try most of them bibernate In wood-
land. Around outbulldings and barns
also are found favorable places, as
there are always more or less rubblsh
and protection in such situations, In
1903 more than five times as many wee-
vils were found In a piece of cotton
near the Texas State College barn,
where cotton had been grown the pre-
vious year, than were found In any
other locality In that neighborhood. It
is also noticeable that weevils are al-
Ways more numerous near gins than at
a distance from them. Unfortunately,
where much rubbish and grass are
present and where the soll remains
loose and is not packed by ralns, large
numbers of the weevils winter in the
~otton flelds

Farmer's Bath.
All farmers do not feel able to af-
ford a bathroom and furnishings. But

day in the dusty flelds? A good bath
at night should be a necessity that
ought not to be neglected, and has

and hands should have a bath

tnporlt-. and your
ready. Flll barrels at noon
more) with water, let sef
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cannot get them, get 1x4 and rip them
In two. Cut six pleces 30 inches long
and nine pleces 12 or 15 Inches long for
each coop. Nall the short pleces one at
each end and one In the center of the
long ones, using ten-penny wrought
nalls. Make three of these frames, one
for each end and center. For the bot-
tom use half-inch boards or lath, make
the bottom tight, using six-penny nalls.
Use %x2-Inch strips of lath for sides,
ends and top, put them 11§ Inches
apart; the width of lath is about right.

lath from coming off and make the
coops stronger. For brollers the coops
can be made 10 Inches high and 24 Inch-
es wide. This will make a good, #'~ ng
light coop.—P. H. Sprague.

Winter Forage.

The questlon of winter forage and
pasturage ls one of the greatest im-
portance In the Southern States, and
Carleton R, Ball, of the Bureau of
Plant Industry, was sent by the De-
partment of Agriculture early in the
year to make an Investigation In sev- !
eral of the Gulf SBtates. In his report |
Mr. Ball says, amongst other things:
“The production of Bouthern hay has
been a question long under discusslon.
The amount produced and the yleld per
acre have both Increased steadily and
encouragingly during the last few !
years. On every hand it fs admlitted
that it |s both possible and necessary
to raise all that Is veeded for home
consumption. Alfalfa, Bermuda grass,
Johnson grass, crabgrass and cowpeas
furnish an abundance of hay of the
very best quality. This hay can be pro-
duced much more, cheaply than an
equal quality can be shipped In from
Northern and Western States. With
better transportation facilities and an |
inereasing demand, the production will
become more and more profitable. At
the same time, with hay raised on the
home plantations, and hence cheaply
and readlly avallable, larger quantities
are being used In feeding the planta.
tion stock. X

Regular Feeding and Variety.

Two things are essential to the thrift
of animals—a variety in their food and
regularity In Its recelpt. Oue article
of food cannot supply all the necessary
sustenance, because It may lack some
of the essentlal elements, and is almost
sure to have some Insufficient gquantl-
tles. Anlmals do not thrive as well
when fed Irregularly as when they get !
their food at certain seasons, The
more regular the food Is supplied the
better the results

Repairing Leaky Roofs.

Take coal tar and sift coal ashes |,
until the thickness of stiff mortar. Plas-
ter It around leaks If used on slate
roofs the snow and raln cannot blow
in. This cement will harden Ilke a
stone and is apparently as indestruct!-
ble. It answers admirably for paper
rooms and If properly put bn it seems
to be there forever.

Farm Notes,

The crusade agalnst tuberculosis |
cattle may ultimately lead to colder
stables and blankets on the eattle

Feed floors for hogs save keep
the animals healthier and make it pos- |

Laihla to keep the quarters cleanen
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you know, S
Delirium Tremens Patient—You see it
too, do you, doec? Ak, ha!

Only One “BROMO QUININE.”
By LRiTE Pouggpey. o
™ »
World over M.Cnn s Cold in One Day. e

Her Leviag Friemda.
Nan—Where do poor, dear Lil and the
husband she has managed to get at last

WMW‘l
won't be any honeymoon.

She's & wasn.
Mo sers will una Mrs. Winslow's
:rrlptruutn-dvb I-lhllm

Had Nome,

“Going to write a book, eh 1"

“Yep, thought 1 would.”

“Gong to tell about your early strug-
gles?” 1 .

“Nope ; never had no early struggles;
didn’t get married till I was past 40."
—Houston Post.

Deafness Cannot Be Cured
loeal applications, as they ecannot reach the
diseased puortion of the ear. Thers is only one
way to oure deafuness, and that s by eonstitn-
tional rewedies. ness llﬁ?‘ by an in-
flamed condition of the mucous lining of the
Eustachian Tube, When this tube is inflamed
ou have s rumbil sound or im sot hear-
ng, and when it is entirely el Deafness in
the result, and uniess the inflammation can be
taken out and this tube restored to (ts normal
eondition, hearing will be destroyed forever;
nine eases out of are caused Catarrh
which fs nothing but an inflamed eondition of
the mucous surfaces
We will give One Hundred Dollars for any
case of Deafnoss (cn by eatarrh) that can-
not be aured by Hall's Catarrh Cure. Send fog
clreulam, free. . CHENEY & C0., Toledo, 0
A .+ To. '
Bold Mm 750,
Take Hall's Iy Pills for eonstipation.

Not a Clrenmsiange,
Enthusiastic Aaditor (at the opera)—=
‘t she do that aria divinely !
rding House Miss—Huh! You
ought to hear that ev our graphophone!

WHAT CAUSES HEADACHE

From October to are L]
cause of headache. LAXATIVE BROMO QUL
NINE removes cause. w. on 260~

Appeasing & Thirst for Knewledge,
Caller—I wish you would tell me whai
the real difference is between a Stradive
rios and any other violin,
Information Editor—Well, sometimes
it is as moch as $5.000,

Truth
and Quality

appeal to the Well-Informed in every
walk of life and are essential to per-
manent success and creditable stand-
ing. Accordingly, it is not. clalmed
that Syrup of Figs and Elxir of
Senna is the pnly remedy of known
value, but one of many reasons why
it is the best of persdnal and family
laxatives is the fact that it cleanses,
sweetens and relleves the Internal
organs on which It acts without any
debilitating after effects and without
having to Increase the quantity from
‘ime to time

It acts pleasantly and naturally and
truly as a laxative, and its component
parts #~e known to and approved by
physicians, as it s free from ali
objectionable substances, To get ita
beneficial effects always purchase the
genuine—manufactured by the Calle
fornia Fig Syrup Co., only, and foa
sale by all leading druggists.

—




