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The Firm of
Girdlgstone
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A. CONAN DOYLE
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CHAPTER I
The approach to the offices of Girdle
stone & Co. was not a very dizmified one
A narrow doorway opens iute a long

white-washed passage. On one side ol
this is a brass plate with the inseription.
“Girdiestone & Co., African Merchants.”
and above it a curious hierogiyphic sup-
posed to represent a human “and in the
act of pointing. Following the guidance
of this emblem, the wayfarer firds hix*
self in a small square yard surrounded
by doors, upon one of which the name
of the firm reappears in large whité lec-
ters, with the “push” prumted b
neath it. If he follows this laconic invi-
tation he will make his way iuro a long,
low apartment, which is the countin:
house of the African traders.
On the afternocon of which we speak
things were quiet at the offices. Misty
+ London light shone haxzily through the

f a score of young men ap-
riding furiously, neck ani
the race of life. Any habitue of
a Loodon office might have deduced from
their relentless emergy and incorruptible
that they were under the eyes
some member of the firm.
The member in guestion leaned again<t
marble mantelpiece, turning over the
of an almanac, and taking from
time a stealthy peep over the top
the toilers around him. Com-
was imprinted in every line of his
square-set face and erect, pow-
There was someching clasw
olive-tinred features
curling hair frting tighr-
rounded head. Yot, though
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' classical, there was an absence of spirit-

It was rather the profile of one

only child of John G.rdlestone, and the

heir to the whole of his vast business.
junior partner was silent, and the

working uneasily. Their
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ription beneatn
of art announced that it had
ted by the second officer anl
by him

chants had lost heavily over this disas
ter, and there were some who guoted it
as an instance of Girdlestone’s habitual
strength of mind that be should decorate
his wall with so melancholy a souvenir.

Jobn Girdlestone, as he tat at hw
square office table waiting for his son,
undeniably a remarkanle looking
man. For good or for evil ne weak
character lay beneath that hard angular
face, with the strongly marked features
and deep-set eyes.

He ‘was known to be a fanatic in r»
ligion, & purist in morals, and a man of
the strictest commercial integrity. Yet
there were some few who looked askance
at him, and none, gave one, who could ap-
ply the word friend to him.

He rose and stood with his back to the
fire as his son entered. He was so tall
that he towered above the younger man,
but the latter's square and compact frame
made him, apart from the difference of
age, the stronger man,

“There’s news of the Black Eagle,” he
eaid “She is reported from Madeira.”

“Ah I eried the junior partner eagerly,
“What lock?” .

“She Is rull, or nearly so, according to
Captain Hamilton Miggs' report.

“l wonder Miggs was able to send a
report at all, and [ wonder »till more
that you should put any faith mn it,” his
son sald impatiently. “The fellow s
wever sober.”

“Miggs is a good seaman, and popular
on the coast. He may induige at time=
but we all have our failings. llere is the
list vouched for by our agent. ‘Six hu--
dred barrels of palm oil'——"

“0Oil is down to-day,” the ocher Inter-
rupted.

“It will rise before the Rlack Ragle
arrives,” the merchant rejoined confident-
ly. “Then he has palm nuts in bulk, grm
ebony, skins, cochineal, and Ivory. Ivery
is at & fancy fgure. We are sorely in
need of a few good voyages, for things
it is net
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" must be some mistake. Why, I spoke to

him ow 'Change last Monday,”

“It is very sudden,” his fathéer au-
swered, taking his broad-biimmed hat
from a peg. ~ “There s no doubt about
the fact, however. The doctor says that
there is very little hope that he will sur
vive until evening. - It is a case of malig
nant typhoid fever.”

“You are very old friends?" Esra re
marked, looking thoughtfully at his fath-
er.

“lehave known him since we were boys
| together,” the other replied. ‘rour moth-
er, Exra, died upon the wvery day that
Harston's wife gate birth to this daugh-
ter of his seventeen years ago. Mrm
Harston only survived a foew days."

“How will the money go if the doctors
are right?' Ezra asked keeuly,

“Every penny to the kirl," the mer-
chant answered. “She will be an heiress.
There are no other relatives that I know
of, except the Dimsdales, and they have a
fair fortune of their own. But | must
go.”

The African merchant bailed a hansom ¢
and drove out to his friend's house at
Fulham. He and Harston had been char-
ity school boys together, had roughed It
together, risen together, and prospered
together. Harston, by incessant atteantion
to business and extreme parsmmony, had
mcceeded in founding an export tmading
concern. In this he had followed the ex-
ample of his friend. There was no fear
of their interests ever coming into col-
lision, as his operations were confined to
the Mediterranean. The firm grew and
proapered, until Harston began to be look-
ed upon ag a warm man in the Uity cir
cles. His ounly child was Ka‘e, a girl of
seventeen. There were no other near
relatives, save Dr. Dimsdale, a prosper-
ous West End physician. 3

Girdlestone pushed open the iron gate
and strode down the gravel walk which
led to his friend’s house. A hright sum-
mer sun shining out of a cloudless heaven
bathed the green lnwn and the many-col-
ored flower beds in its golden light. The
u'r, the leaves, the birds, all spoke of lifa.
It was hard to think that desth was
closing its grip upon him who owned them
all, A plump little gentleman in black
[ was just descending the steps,

“Well, doctor,” the merchant asked,
“ is yomr patient?"

“You've not come with the intention of
seging him, have you?" the doctor askel
glancing up with some curiomity at the
grey face and overhanging eysbrows of
the merchant. “It is a most virulent case
of typhoid.: He may die in an bour or
he may live until nightfall, but nothing
can save him. He will hardly recognisa
you, I fear, and you can do him no good.
It is most infectious, and you are incur
ring a needless danger. I should strong-
ly recommend you not to go.”

“Why, you've only just come down
from him yourself, doctor,” John Girdle-
stone remarked.

“Ah, I'm there in the way of duty.”

“S80 am 1,” said the visitor decisively,
and passing up the stone steps of the en-
trance strode into the hall. There was a
large sitting room upon the ground floor,
through the open door of which the v's-
itor saw a sight which arrested him for

grief—a grief too acute, as was evident
even to the unsentimental mind of the
merchant, to allow of any attempt at con-
solation. The merchant paused irress-
lutely for a moment, and then sscending
the broad staircase he pushed open the
door of Harston's room and eutered

The blinds were drawn down and the
chamber was very dark. A pungent whiff
of disinfectants msued from it, mingled
with the dank, heavy smell of disease.
The bed was in a far corner. Without
seeing him, Girdlestone could hear the
fast labored breathing of the invalid. A
trimly dressed nurse who had been sitting
by the bedside rose, and, recognizing the
visitor, whispered a few words to him
and left the room. He pulled the cord of
the Venetian blind so as to admit a few
rays of daylight. The great chamber
looked dreary and bare, as carpets and
hangings bad been removed t)> iessen the
chance of future infection. John Girdle-
stone stepped softly across to tne bedside,
and sat down by his dying friend. The
latter turned his restleas bead round,
and 'a gleam of recognition and gratitude
came into his eyes,

“] knew you would come,” he said.

“Yes, | came the moment I got your

,l am glad that you are here,”™ the
sufferer continued with a sigh of relief.
“I wish to speak te you. 1 am very
weak. 1| have Been making my will,
John. Stoop your head and you will
hear me better. [ have less than fifty
thousand. 1 should have done better had
1 retired years ago.”

“] told you so,” the other broke ia
gruffly.

“You did—you did. But I ceted for
the best. Forty thousand | leave to my
daughter Kate.” :

A look of interest came over Qirdl~
stone’s face. “How about the balance?”
he asked.

“1 leave that to be equally aivided
among the various London mstitutioas
for edueating the poor. We were both
poor boys ourselves, John, and we know
the value of such schools.”

Girdlestone looked perbaps a trifle dis
appointed. The sick man weut on very
slowly and painfully :

“My daughter will have forty thousand
pounds, But it s so tied up that she
card neither touch it berself nor enable
anyone else to do so until she w of age
She bhas no friends, John, and no rels-
tions, save only my cousin, Dr. Usorge
Dimedale. Never was a girl left more
lonely and unprotected. Take her, [ beg
of you, and bring her up dnler your
own eye. Treat her as thougn shé wers
your child. Guard her above all from
those who would wreck her yoang life “a
order to share her fortune. Do this, old
friend, and make me bappy on my death-
M.’l
The merchant made no apswer. H'a
heary eyebrows were drawn down, and
his forehead all puckered with thought.

“You are the one man,” continued the
sufferer, “whom [ koow to be just and np-
right. Give me the water, for my mouth
Bhould my dear girl perish
marries, then, old friena, ber flor

|
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Promise me tha iu:'-n‘."
’ me that w

by her—promise it? m" i

“I do promise it,” Jobn G'rdlesions an
swered in a deep voice,  He wus standing
up now, and leaning over to ocatch the
*0;;0“]"““8-!&‘-., i
. sick man's head back exhaust \
od upon his pillow, " A

“Thank
hommrlmlhhm\_

ties and dross of this world,” John Glrdle
stone  said steruly, “and fix it upon thaf
which is eternal, and can never die” . -
“Are you going?” the Invalid asked
sadly, for he bad taken up his and stick,
“Yes, I must go! I have an appoint
ment in the clty at six, which i not
miss. | shall send up the nurse as 1 go
down,” Girdlestone said. *‘Good-bye!™
“Good-by! Heaven bless you, i‘l:l-' o
The firm, strong hand of the maa
enclosed for a moment the fesble burniug . Stump Pulliag Devies Bich
one of the sufferer. Then John dirdle- ere is a sketch of a device w
stone plodded heavily down the stair, and = *!/l do'good work in the way of re
these friends of forty years' standing had moving stumps. It can be operated
said their last adieun. by a man and m boy If stumps do not
The African merchant kept hin appeoint: | exceed rix or eight Inches In diameter.
ment in the city, but long before he reach- For larger stumps two men and a boy
keep that< last '"‘"N‘a:.l’i”“‘m'“ of the hook at each swing of the pole. In
which the messenger is death. the Ulustration two short chalns (No.
‘ the
OHAPTER IL 1 and 2) are shown attached to

“Come In," waid Mr. Girdlesiotie, “Why, [Pole. These are each four feet long
mmimlcnmmmmhd-hm'mmbmoﬂmm
and well.” and a round hook or ring at the other

“Glad to see ye, sir—glad to see ye” [end. The longer chalns are fixed

The voice was thick and busky, ana!the stumps, one of them reaching
there was an indecision about hia gait &8  the pole, the other to the grab hooksa
though he had been drinking heavily. *I The pole requires to be 15 or 16 feet
came in sort o' eautious,” the owner coa- | __
tinued, “"cause I didn’t know who might
be sbout. When you and me speaks
gether we likes to speak alone, you bet ™

The merchant raised his bushy eye
brows a little, as though he dil not relish
the idea of mutuval confidences suggested
by his companion's remark. “Hadn't you
better take a seat?' he sal “I must
congratulate you on your cargo, and wish
you the same luck for your next
the merchant continued. ~ i

“Ivory, an’ gold dust, an’ skins, an'
resin, an’ c?t'hincll. an' ..-nnu. an' .d.,.
"""’"“M“"“m““lmmuuu; in &l ot

in bulk. If there’s a better cargo
I'd like to see it,” the sailor sald | the butt. To operate, put chain No, 4

antly. “Say, now, weren't you surprisnl on the biggest stump and have the
to see us come back—eh? Straight mow, other end fixed to the pole about 18 or
between man and man?” " {20 Inches from the end. Take chain

“The old ship hangs together well, and No. 1 and place It 6 Inches nearer the
bas lots of work in her yet,” the mer o3 and chain No. 2 six Inches on the
chant answered. other side. Now place chaln No. 8 on

“Lots of work!* 1 thought she WAS (1o gtuymp that is to be pulled and
“""’:" :"‘ "‘:'h! wg&%‘%‘, with ,wing the pole as far as possible; at-
o o Mg M - tach the grab hook from No. 1 to No. 8 |
gy o i g - |chain; swing the lever (pole)’ uuti

Lo

DEVICE FOR PULLING STUMPS,

days, so we weren't over and above sure
o' ourselves. Bhe wasn't much of & ses-
going craft when we left England, but the
sun had fried all the pitch out o' her
seams, and you might ba' pur your fin-
ger through some of them. Two days
an’ a might. we were at the pumps, for

| No. 2 chain can be attached to No. 3.
Keep swinging back apd forth, chang-
Ing hoops at every swing untll -stump
is up. For heavler stumping a horse
rig on a similar principle may be used,
only the chain requires to be heavier

yage. -
" “She could start on another,” the mllor

T
-~

she leaked like a sleve. We loet the fore and stronger, Make the hooks on No.
again. 1 and 2 with just turn enough to hold
tale ke thet | 0 the lnk of No. 3.

Protecting Fowls om Roosts.
joomily like aa not shed = Naturally the fowls catch cold more |
::‘".-m'mnt-,_:' readily at night when on the roost
“Come, come, you're not quite yourself than during the day, when tily arel
his morning, Miggs. We value you as moving around freely so that protec-
a dashing, feariess fellow—Ilet me 6l your tion should always be given them If
glass again-—who doesn’t fear a little risk there |s danger In this respect or If the
where there’s something to "_; ginel niohts are very cold and It is desired
3:";‘11‘. l“t';t'{“' good name JOU €9 to keep all the heat possible among the
8 birds. Place the ropsts so that the

“She’s in a terrible bad way,” the cav | pocpy will rest against the wall of the
tain insisted. “You'll have co do sor poultry house, then, on the roof of the

thing before she can go.” .
“What shall we bave to do?" bullding a few Inches farther from the

“Dry dock her and give her a thorough Wall than the lower roost, erect a
overhaul. She might sink before she got |~ . B TR e
out o the Channel if she \went as she w
just now."”

(To be continued.)

Refined Cruelty of a Boy.

“For genulne cruelty the average
5-year-old boy has got a Hottentot ean-
nibal licked to a frazzle,” sald the
proud father of a young hopeful the
other day to a lladelphia Record
man. “The latest trick of my kid Is a
winner, but was sort of rough on the

frame to which a curtain can be at-
victim, which was our pet cat. About
three weeks ago we noticed that pusay tached made of any desired material,

sudilenly stopped eating and drinking. unbleached muslin, burlap and old

carpet beilng good materials, so that
All the choice bits of meat and dishes , L0l "\ "o 1ot "own 1t will fall to the
of milk were left untouched. '

Forss . ground directly In front of the lower
For several days we explained It by . Ry 46 nee of & sirad end @

PROTECTION FOR FOWLS.

[
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says:
“Investigations show very
that the corn plant ls quickly affected
by the environment In which It Is
placed and ylelds readily to selection,
s0 that the way for Improvement Is
open to all who will make a systematic
study of this important erop, The fact
that corn crosses 8o easily has resulted
in the development of numberless so-
called varleties or strains, and It (s
manifestely Impossible to effect perma-
nent Improvement Ip any of these with-
out first understanding their Individual
pecullarities and the good and bad
points possessed by each. )
“Observation leans to the bellef that
the Indiscriminate crossing of plants
without first studying them carefully
and eliminating the hundreds of unde
sirable varieties and the thousands of
useless Individuals 1s a waste of time,
and that more permanent good can be
effected by making a basic study of va-
rieties, that do not

g
3

ceeding to systematically improve
those that seem worthy of extended
consideration.™ R v

The Red Spider,

In dealing with that troublesome !
tle pest, the red spider, a really sue-
cessful remedy is found in some of the
liquid tobacco or nlcotine extracts,
now falrly numerous on the market.
They may be used either by vaporiza-
tlon overheat, directly with steam
pressure, or by spraying cold dilutions
in water. They are rather costly and
must be handled with care, as they
are particularly deadly internal polson
to humans as well as animals, but are
effective when used according to dlrec-
tions and little harmful to even the
most delleate plants, states Rural New
Yorker., This remedy Is of course ef-
fective on less resistant insects, such
as aphids, thrjps and scales. It does
not promise much as regards white fiy
or outdoor scales, but we have good
remedies for these pests In hydrocyanie
gas and soluble olls.

Hawks and Poultry.

A writen In the Bclentific American
declares that he effectually put an end
to the depredation of hawks In his
poultry yard by fastening an old scythe, |
ground to a razor edge, with the sharp
end down, on a bhigh pole in the
edge of a fleld near his ya The
hawks, as Is their habit, lit on the
scythe, grasping !t with thelr claws,
with the result that their feet were
badly cut. This angered them and they
attacked the scythe, literally tooth and
toenall, and of course got the worst of
it Every hawk that came along met
with a like reception, and within a
short time they were elther killed or
driven away.

Molasses Cake for Cattle.

The molasses cake used in France as
food for cattle consists In the bolling'
of molasses and working It briskly with
mixture of corn flour and bran, when It
is ‘pressed Info the ordinary form of a
cake and packed In bags for sale. The
proportions used are one-third molasses,
ongthird flour, one-third bran. ’I‘bei
suburban dalrymen claimed that In the
use of this molasses cake there are ex-
tra yleld of milk and an Increase In
proportion of butter fat. The proper
quantity In feeding should be 6 to 10
pounds dally, which Is not Intended as
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1546—Martin Luther preached his fare
well sermon at Wittenberg.
 1639—0ivil government organized in
Connectleut with the adoption of
what is said to be the first written
constitution known to, history.
1666—Louis XIV. of France declared
war ou England. _
1700—Lemoine d'Iberville took possession
~ of the Mississippi in the name of
Fraoce. ;
1712—Robert Walpole expelled from the
House of Commons and committed to
the Tower.
1751—First colonial assembly of Grorgia
met.

1760—Pitt advocated in Parliament the

* ' repeal of the stamp act.

1TTT—Vermont declared itself a free and
Md'

IT78—Frahee

' 1781—Americans defeated the British at

battle of Cowpens.

- 1784—American Congress
treaty with Great Britain,

1789—Charles 1V. proclaimed King of
Bpain,

[TOT—Weekly mail service established
between the United States and Can-
ada. '

1806—Michigan territory formed from a
part of Indiana.

1800—English defeated the French at
battle of Corunna.

1810—Masked balls prohibited in New
York and Philadelphia.

Frenchtown, on Lake Erie....John
Armstrong of New York became Sec-
retary of War.,

1814—Thanksgiving in Great Britain for
invested by the British.

I816—The French standards taken at
Waterloo deposited in the Chapel
Royal, Whitehall,

1826—Phurtpore taken by the British
under Lord Combermere,

1840—8teamboat Lexington burned on
ul-n. Island sound, with loss of 141

vesa,

1847—Gov. Bent of New Mexico killed
in an aprising of Mexicans.

1852—New constitution published by
Louis Napoleon of France,

1854—William Whalker, the flibuster,
proclaimed the republic of Bonora
in lower California.

1861 —lola Montes, adventuress who
caused abdication of Louis Charles
of Bavaria, died in poverty in New
York. ’

I871+United Btates Bupreme Court de-
clared the legal tender act of 1862
constitutional. ., ..King William of
Prussia proclaimed German Emperor.

1875—President Grant approved the act
for resuming specie payments.

i870—8teamer City of Columbus wrecked
off Gay Head, with loss of 97 lives
....New State capitol at Des
Moines, dedicated.

1885 —British force defeated the troops
of the Mahdi at battle of Abu Klea.

1891—Parnell presided ower meeting of
Irish National League in Dublin.

1806—Capture of Coomassies and end of
the Ashanti war,

1003—8everal thousand lives lost in
earthquake at Andijan, Russian Tur-
key.

1905—Japanese entered Port’ Arthur. ...
Fifty-nine lives lost in avalanche at
Bergen, Norway.

1813 —Americans repulsed the” British at

than the ordinary number of mice and
eating them to the exclusion of our
offerings, but we soon noticed that she
was becoming thin and gaunt and did
not seem Inclined to move about and
purr as she used to. One day, after
two weeks of this, I picked up the now
skeleton cat and began to stroke Its

supposiog that the cat was getting more . 0 o oiiher end a simple plan is had

of fastening the curtain in place when
it Is not In use. The dotted line in
the llustration shows where the cur
taln will fall when dropped and the
" entire plan is easily seen from the cut
and ean be readlly worked out at small

| most.

a basis of food, but as a condiment,

and to assist digestiom Prussian Suffrage Uprising

arti sefl The desire for minhood suffrage Im
Tl?:“lh:a't'he rl:::::l:, . v Prussia and the refusal of the German
o § SRphtal, sud chancellor, Von Buelow, to meet the de-

be can only keep that capital unimpair- 4 with consbderation. cilminsted lass
ed by adding fertility to It. As the g,.4sy in a tremendous demonstration
fertility decreases, his capital decreases 4¢ Berlin, where more than 70,000 So-

neck. : l Plowing Manure Under.

“What.do you think I found? A thin; When coarse stable manure Is plow-
rubber band stretched tightly around ed under and there Is molsture enough
the throat, concealed by the long fur. | In the soll and manure to cause its
It just permitted the cat to breathe, but fermeéntation, it Iimmediately begins to
ghe could not eat. I removed ft and furnish food for crops. It does this
now she Is getting along all righ. [all the better In early spring, as the
When 1 asked the boy about it he sajd manure under the furrow holds it up
he just wanted to see If kitty would &nd admits warm air from above,
strangle. If it had been anything eise Which Is just what Is required to cause
but a cmt It would have been dead (o Sctive fermentation, The release of
no time." ammonia as the manure ferments en-
riches all the soll above It, as the con-

Sty  Bettiag. stant tendency to warm air is to rise.

“A spendtbrift,” remarked the home | gance there is good reason for apply-
grown philosopher, “is & good deal llke {ng manure as top dressing during the
a tub with the bottom knocked out.” 'w'lnm on land that is to be plowed or

“What's the answer?” queried the y..4 for crops In the spring. .
yery young man —

“He takes all that comes, but Is able ' Amount of Seed Required Fer Acwe.
to hold nothing,” ‘x'plalmd the philoso- { The amount of seeds required to an
phy dispenser. . acre is estimated as follows: Oats,

He Took the Hiame. 8 m‘;ﬁ":"”"z m":ﬂ““‘“h’- :
¥ quarts; eco, 2 ounces ; bluegrass,
m::wm_&wd T ot bushels ; Ted clover, 8 quarts; redtop, 1

Diggins—1 congratulate you because 10 3 Pecks; millet, one-quarter bushel ;
of your charitabléness, orchard grass, 2 quarts; white clover, 4

Muoggins—I beg pardon? L(uu'tl; buckwheat, one-half bushel;

Diggins—You are certainly charits |€0rD, broadcast, 4 bushels ; potatoes, 10
ble in taking the blame on yourself. to 15 bushels; ruta-bagas, three-fonrths

or i o I

mals are his stock in trade by having
the best plants and animals. He ean
only beat the other fellow in the com-
petition of trade by having a better
stock In trade and something that peo- |
ple want and are willing to pay a good

lee for, because It Is a good artlcle
The more fertlle his soll, the cheaper
he ean produce the articles which the
people want.

% Stlls for Denatured Aleohel.

" #'he French use small stills for the
manufacture of perfumes and brandles
and an article In Popular Mechanies
describing the stllls, suggests their ree
for the manufacture of denatured alco«

JIstilling outfits cost only §20; some are
portable (hand-pushed or horse-drawn),
and various foels are used in the sev-
eral styles of machines. I

RS AR
Deep Plowing.

The alr penetrates as deep as we
plow. The deeper we plow the more
plant food |s prepared by the actlon of
the alr and more molsture Is carried In
the soll to withstand droughts. Deep
fall plowing then is a great ald In
breaking up the compounds of the moll,
In preparing plant food, in storing mols
tnre and in warming the soll for early

the Century Magasine? _ gy
mm——um;nunm"m“"'m' T T

reverts to you, for there w 2000 whe

ing but monthly magasines

olanting.

hol on a small seale. Bome of these

and becomes Impaired. Plants and anl-'ieinllm and their friends attempted to

parade the principal streets and to hold
public meetings. Prior to this a pro-
cession before the Parliament

out division. Von Buelow had told the
Landtag that parades and riots would not
influence the government a bit. Bternest
measures were taken to preserve order on

' Numerous Theater Indietments.
The grand jury at Kansas City, Mo,
nas returned 109 Indictments against per-
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