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NEWS OFTHE WEEK
h  a  M a u r i  F a n  h r  Ow

Us¡
A R m u itm  o f  tho L u a  Important but 

Not Lo m  I nt a resting E vanta 
o f  tho Past Week.

Chinese complain of outrages by Jap­
anese.

There is a great rash of homeseekers 
from all parts of the East to the North­
west.

Porch, a small town near Hobart, 
Oklahoma, has been wracked by a cy­
clone.

The armored cruiser Washington has 
been launched at the Camden, N. J., 
ship yard.

Secretary Hay’ s health has broken 
down and be may resign.. He has gone 
to Europe fo ra  rest.

Root. Taft and Knox are three strong 
Republicans who are already being 
spokenh of as the next candidate for 
president.

French faith in Russia’s ability to 
cope with the Japanese has been severe­
ly  shaken by the latest defeats to the 
ca r 's  arms.

The Missouri legislature elected W il­
liam Warner, Republican, of Kansas 
City, United States senator to succeed 
Franeis M. Cockrell.

Oyama announces that he w ill enter 
Harbin on April 10 and that Vladi 
voetok w ill also be in possession of the 
Japanese bn that date.

A  special Wire w ill run from Port­
land to the White house and by prec 
ing a button the president w ill open 
the Lewis and Clsirk fair next June.

rue-Senator Hawley, of Connecticut,

The esar is breaking down under the 
eon tinned nervous strain.

The Japanese are pursuing the Rus­
sians beyond Tie pass and are inflicting 
ts«rible loss.

Twenty thousand prisoners were cap­
tured by the Japanese when Tie pass

Trance has protested to the United 
States against the Action of Venesuela 
and threatens reprisals.

The Japanese minister to the United 
States denies any danger of his govern­
ment going to war with this country.

Governor Peabody resigned as gov­
ernor of Colorado as agreed and Lieu­
tenant Governor McDonald has stepped
in.
"  An entire division of Russians have 
been cut off from the main army and
its capture is certain. The main body 
is also in grave danger of being cut off 
from Harbin.

It  is said that much of General Ku- 
ropatsin's trouble was with the general
staff, which failed to support him. It 
is also stated that he was sent to the 
Par East without( mapgs of the country 
or defenses.

Italy will fortify her frontier and be 
ready for war with Austria. -i*

A  Chicago physician proposes to nse 
hypnotism for the cure of rheumatism.

Forest fires which have been ranging 
in Hawaii for some time have been ex­
tinguished by rain.

Addicks may be given a foreign ap­
pointment to end the deadlock in the 
Delaware legislature.

Register Bridges and Receiver Booth, 
of the Rose burg land office, w ill be in­
dicted by the grand jury when it con­
venes in April.

DOINGS tN C O NG R E M .

Monday, March 13.
The senate will do its utmost to oom 

plete the Santo Domingo treaty and ad­
journ this week. This was manifested 
when the treaty was taken up in execu 
tive session today. For more than an 
hour the senators discussed ways and 
means and finally agraed to meet at 11 
arm-. daHy in order to give time for a 
full diaouaaion of the measure and still 
adjourn by Saturday. It  is conceded 
that, if the vote were delayed beyond 
that time, a quorum of the senate could 
not be maintained. One amendment 
was presented today, providing that 
such expenses as may be incurred by 
the army and navy shall be paid from 
the revenues of Santo Domingo. No 
decision was reached.

îrlktil a

The Isthmian canal commission 
created a large number of good paying 
positions in connection with the prose­
cution of the canal work.

Kuropatkin has been replaced by 
General Linevitch, who w ill command 
the Manchurian army until some other 
man is sent from Russia.

It  is now estimated that Kuropat- 
kin’s forces at the beginning of the bat­
tle of Mukden consisted of 480,000 
men. His loss in killed and wounded 
before the retreat began was 70,000.

Kuropatkin is reorganizing his army 
at Tie pass.

The Sisseton and Wahpeton Indians 
in South Dakota are to have $100,000 
distributde among them per capita.

Assistant Secretary Loomis denies 
friction with Ji»y.

President Castro has seized and cut 
the French cable in Venezuela.

The president will reorganise the 
Panama canal commission Soin and 
drop a number of useless officials.

The American Steamer Tacoma, from 
Seattle to Vladivostok with a cargo of 
beef, has been captured by the Japan-

'Arrangements are nearly completed 
for the erection of a large oil refining 
plant st Kansas City in opposition to 
the Standard Oil.

Kuropatkin must now take with him 
the supplies at Tie pass if be retreats 

■  that place, as there are none be- 
Tie pass and Harbin.

St. Petersburg, dispatches say that 
Kuropatkin'« resignation has been ac­
cepted! and that Grand Duke Nicholas 
Nleholaievitch has consented to

Tuesday, March 14.
The discussion of the Dominican 

treaty in executive session of the senate 
today resulted in the drawing of party 
lines. The Republicans have counted 
on some Democratic votes, and, losing 
these, it w ill be impossible for the 
treaty to pass. There was some 
today of postponing action unti 
commission could investigate the affaifs 
of Santo Domingo, including the char 
acter of the claims and the stability of 
the Dominican government. This is 
not likely, however, as it is not believ­
ed the president w ill approve the plan

Wednesday, March IS.
Republican leaders of the senate are 

all at sea respecting the action ad 
visable to take in regard to the Santo 
Dbmlhgo treaty. Recognising that the 
Democrats'control more-than one-third 
of the votes, and that two-thirds are 
required to ratify the convention, the 
Republican leaders think that the 
treaty should be withdrawn by the 
president. On this subject the senate 
and the president do not agree, and the 
idea prevails that, after (me or two 
days more of inconsequential discussion, 
the special session of the senate w ill be 
allowed to adjourn without date, and 
the treaty lapse. But this plan is not 
popular in the senate and a way to 
avoid it is being sought.

Thursday, March 10.
Senator Morgan occupied practically 

the entire time in opposition to the 
Santo Domingo treaty in the executive 
session of the senate today.

A  new plan suggested is to let the 
whole matter go over until the next 
regular session of congress, when a joint 
resolution, w ill be passed to authorise 
the president to do the very things that 
are proposed by the treaty.

Friday. March 17.
In the executive session of the senate 

today Morgan continued his speech of 
yesterdky. He spoke until 4:45 p. m., 
when Foraker took the floor in defense.

Adjournment is looked for tomorrow. 
I t  is not determined whether the treaty 
w ill be recommitted or whether it w ill 
be allowed to lapse without action of 
any kind.

Senator Spooner discussed brieflly 
the rlations between the Philpipines 
and this country, and said he believed 
the time would come when the islands 
would have their own government.

Saturday, March 18.
The special session of the senate was 

kt 3:30 today adjourned without day. 
A ll the nominations sent in were con­
firmed with the exception of five, the 
most important of which was that of 
Judge James Wickersham to succeed 
himself as judge of the District court 
of Alaska. Several unimportant treat­
ies were ratified, but beyond these mat­
ters no legislative business was traans- 
acted. Most of the session was devoted 
to the Santo Domingo treaty and at ad­
journment no action had been taken on 
the matter and it was allowed to re­
main on the calendar.

Have Nothing to Fight With.
Warsaw, March 17.— One of the 

highest officials in Poland, in the 
course of a conversation today, said: 
“ It is all very well to talk of continu­
ing the war, but with no leaders, no 
generals, no soldiers, no guns, and the 
theater of war so far away we are un­
able to transport troops quickly, the 
war now appears to be ended. It  is 
true we have soldiers in the empire, 
but it is impossible to withdraw them 
from central and southern Russia to 
Manchuria while the disturbances con­
tinue. A ll is quiet in Poland now, but 
let orders for mobilization be given 
and we w ill have a revolution.”

Peabody is Seated.
Denver, March 17. —  James H. Pea­

body today won his contest for the 
office of governor, Irom which he re­
tired on January 10 after serving a 
term of two years, but his victory was 
achieved only after he had given his 
pledge to resign and surrender the 
chair to Lieutenant Governor Jesse F. 
McDonald. The vote in joint conven­
tion of the general assembly by which 
Governor Alva Adams was ousted and 
Governor James H . Peabody installed 
was 56 to 41. Ten Republicans voted 
with the Democrats for Adams.

Calls Peasantry to Arms.
Paris, March 17.— Father Gopon, the 

leader of the 8t. Petersburg workmen 
in the demonstration of January 22, 
who, according to the Tribune Russ, is 
still hiding in France, has issued an­
other stirring appeal to the ■ Russian 
peasantry, calling on them to follow 
the directions of the revolutionary com­
bative committee, forgetting all differ­
ences of religion and race, and rise as 
one man, armed for a general insurrec­
tion against czarism.

Bomb for Pobiedonostseff.
London, March 17.— Á dispatch from 

St. Peterswburg to the News agency re­
ports that late last night a bomb ek* 
ploded on the tramway line close to the 
residence of M. Pobiedonostseff, pro­
curator of the Holy Bynod. No one 

jwas injured.

GhUTING 1  C M
High Time to Hake a Change In 

Isthmian Commission. -

ENGINEERS LEAVE IN DISGUST

Trouble is Said to Be Lack o f  Effi­
cient Organization — Payroll« 

Already Padded.

Chicago, March 18.— Walter Well­
man, wiring from Washington to the 
Record-Herald, says that graft has al­
ready made its appearance among the 
employee of the United States on the 
Panama canal, according to an Ameri­
can engineer who was on the isthmus 
only three weeks ago. It  is evidently 
high time President Rooeevelt was car­
rying out his plan for a complete reor­
ganisation of the canal commission.

This engineer, who had exceptional 
opportunities to gather information as 
to conditions on the isthmus, declares 
it is within his personal knowledge 
that payrolls are already being padded 
and that various formSv of petty gratt 
are practiced. The trouble is said to 
be lack of efficient organization. Chief 
Engineer Wallace is working like 
Trojan in the field and has almost 
worn himself oat trying to push the 
work at Culebra H ill and to bring 
order oat of chaos in the organization.

The present canal commission is de­
clared to be a failure by every man who 
has visited the isthmus during the last 
six months. The commission remain 
ed at Panama jnst long enough to estab­
lish certain iron-clad rules whdee literal 
enforcement has been a great detri 
ment to the chief engineer and the 
other officials who are trying to push 
the work. Then the members of Ibe 
commission, with the exception of Gen­
eral Davis, returned to the United 
States and are her/  yet. Evidently 
they do not care to live on the isthmus 
and prefer the climate of New York 
and Washington.

On account of the unsatisfactory 
state of «¿fairs on the isthmus, many 
engineers and other employes of the 
commission are givin up their jobs in 
disgust and returning home.

Reports say that the commissioner 
who looks after the medicine supplies 
refuses to allow such medicines as are 
required and in many cases inch as are 
given out are badly adulterated. •

CASTRO  SHUNS FOREIGNERS

Is Arming for Defense — Talks o f  At. 
tack on New Orleans.

Willemstad, Curacao, March 18. —  
According to trustworthy advice« re­
ceived here, the situation in Venezuela 
is unchanged, both internally and as to 
foreign affairs, except that the rela­
tions between President Castro and the 
various legations at Caracas are a little 
more strained. Castro has now ceased 
to talk with the European representa­
tives concerning the Venezuelan debt, 
and the recent recall of General An­
tonio Vetnlini, seond vice president of 
Venezuela, who has been in Europe for 
some time endeavoring to arrange a 
settlement with the British and German 
bondholders, is regarded as an indica­
tion that the negotiations have failed. 
It is said that no diplomat has been 
able to secure an interview with Castro 
concerning disputed international ques­
tions for months. Castro maintains 
his belligerent attitude and continues 
to make military preparations. He ap­
parently regards an attack on Port Ca- 
bello and La Guayra as probable, and 
has mounted six new French six-inch 
guns and a number of small guns on the 
heights overlooking these ports, and 
has available three small coast defense 
vessels.

Castro’s attitude is reflected in a 
pamphlet jnst issued through one of 
his advisers, Colonel Jnan Bautistia 
Lamedo, in which plans for sending 
30,000 Venezuelans against New 
Orleans are disclosed. The pamphlet 
urges the public to avenge the insults 
to Venezuela offered by the Americans, 
and declares the invasion of the Mis­
sissippi valley would be the most effect­
ive means of curbing the action of the 
United States.

Stock Certificates Forged.
Denver, March 18.— Forged stock 

certificates of the Colorado Fuel A Iron 
company have been nnearthed by the 
presentation of a counterfeit certificate 
for 100 shares of stock, par value $1,- 
000, at the Denver office of the com­
pany for transfer. The certificate came 
from a lawyer at Davenport, la. Ap­
pearing on the certificate as president 
of the company is the name of James 
A. Keblo. Mr. Kebio was never presi­
dent of the company. There is also a 
certificate with the forged signature of 
Secretary D. C. Beaman.

Flood Bursts Kentucky Dike.
Winchester, Ky., March 18.—The 

break in the Kentucky river dike near 
Ford grows wider, and a channel fully 
100 yards wide is filled with a rushing 
torrent that is eating into the south 
bank of the government lock. Giant 
trees of a century’s growth have been 
torn loose and carried away. One of 
the government’s buildings at the locks 
fell into the river today and the others 
are in danger. Conservative estimates 
place the damage thus far at $260,000.

.........................- -i .

Engine Blows Up, Injuring Three. 
Echo, Utah, March 18.—-A Union 

Pacific engine pulling eastbound freight 
No. 62 blew np while passing the na­
tion today, injuring Engineer H. L. 
Purdy, Fireman C. N. Bunker anp 
Brakeman J. E. Jones.

CONFERENCE ON IRRIGATION.

Experts from Western Government 
Stations Meet in California.

San Francisco, March 21.— At a small 
but very significant conference of half a 
dozen irrigation experts connected with 
the experiment stations of the United 
8tatee Agricultural department on the 
Pacific coast, held yesterday and today 
at the University of California, import­
ant plans were made for the future of 
irrigation and drainage investigation in 
all the western states. The meeting 
was attended by Professor El wood 
Mead, chief of the irrigation bureau of 
the Department of Agriculture; Profes­
sor Samuel Fortier, of Montana; Pro­
fessor G. H. True, of Nevada; Professor 
0 . L. Waller, of Washington; Profes­
sor J. H. Withycombe, of Oregon; and 
Professors E. W . Hilgard, R. H. Lough- 
ridge, and E. J, Wickson, of the agri 
cultural experiment stations At Berkley.

The chief task of the conference was 
the preparation of plana for experi 
menta to determine the quality of water 
which w ill give the best results in irri­
gation under dfferent conditions. This 
is an undertaking almost limitless in 
extent. In addition, to this, a cam­
paign of education is being arranged.

Professor Elwood Mead, who has jnst 
arrived in California to commence his 
series of annual lectures at the Slate 
university, is very hopeful over the 
future of irrigation on the coast.

Professor Withycombe reported on 
the work and its possibilities in Oregon 
He w ill return north and continue the 
measurements of stream»;-----------r—

Today’s conference is considered as 
opening new’possibilities in irrigation 
on the Pacific coast,.

OREGON STATE ITEMS OF INTEREST

SLAUGHTER BY BULGARIANS.

Greek Village Attacked and All Male 
. Inhabitants 8lain.

Constantinople, March 21.— Advices 
received from Salónica state that the 
Bulgarian bands are again causing 
trouble, and that reports of outrages 
are coming in rapidly. The result of 
this is that the relations between 
Greece and Bulgaria are again stretched 
near to the breaking 'point, the former 
government alleges that the Bulgarian 
government is not making any effort 
to keep these bands under control bnt 
permits them to ravage at w ill on con­
dition that they confine their assaults 
to Greeks and Turks.

At a monastery near Vodena a band 
of armed Bulgarians attacked a party 
of Greek priests and the latter most 
have been killed had not a party of 
Greeks come to their resue and at 
tacked the Bulgarians. Ths latter were 
beaten back, leaving 16 dead behind.

Angered at their losses the Bnlgar 
ians attacked the villages of Mpssi 
merion and ruthlessly massacred all of 
the male inhabitants and carried off 
the women and children. They then 
terrorized the entire district of Vodena 
and so far have managed to escape the 
troops that were sent to ponish them.

-------------- X---
CASTRO  SEIZED COAL MINES.

Protest Entered by Italian Government 
fo r Operating Company.

New York, March 21.—  The Herald 
this morning prints the following dis­
patch from Port of Spain, Trinidad: 

News has reached Port of Spain that 
the governor of Barcelona, Venezuela, 
has received from President Castro or­
ders to take possession at once o f the 
coal mines of GuantAnaricual, situated 
near Barcelona, and leased in 1898 for 
33 years by the Venezuelan government 
to an Italian company.

The same day the Venezuelan troops 
took possession of the mines by armed 
force, as in the similar case of the New 
York and Bermudese company, this, 
notwithstanding the protest of the Ifal 
ian government. The action has been 
taken without a judgmnt of the court 
of Caracas.

The Italian legation has been notified 
and Baron Aliotti, Italian charge 
d’affaires, is represented as having 
entered a protest.

Plunge Over a High Bank.
Hammond, Ind., March 21.— Erie 

railroad train No. 7, known as the Pa 
cific express, while running at the rate 
of 60 miles an hoar near Winfield sta­
tion this morning, plunged down a 20- 
foot embankment, injuring 12 people, 
two of whom may die, The wreck wee 
caused by the auxiliary reservoir under 
the engine cab dropping into a switch 
frog, which caught the front trucks of 
the tender. The engine remained on 
th6 track, bnt six cars toppled over and 
rolled down the embankment and were 
all badly damaged. •

Mistake Over Damage Claim.
St. Petersburg, March 21.— The Rus­

sian press is bitterly attacking the 
claim for damages for the sinking of 
the Brtish steamer Knight Commander, 
on the theory that the demand is for 
exemplary damages put forward by the 
Brtish government in violation of inter­
national law and entirely apart from 
the owner’s claim, whereas the fact is 
fhat it ie simply the owner’s claim, the 
misapprehension having been created 
Jby erroneous report in English papers.

Meat Too  High for the Poor.
Mexico City, March 21.— Meat deal­

ers are exercised over the rise in the 
price of meat, which has been advanced 
from 26 to 60 per cent in the last 
month, and charge that there is a meat 
trust at work. The situation is seri- 

is, as meat is almost beyond the 
leans of the lower cl

TO  SPEND «50 ,000 .

Fast Development on New Quartz 
Property on Applegate River.

Grants Pees The Michigan Mining 
and Milling company,composed largely 
of Michigan mining men, of which W. 
T. Perry, of Portland, ie manager, is 
preparing to Bpend some $60,000 or 
more within the next few months in 
the development and equipment of its 
quartz mines on Applegate river, eight 
miles south of this city. A  large crew 
is employed at present building a mill, 
shops, quarters and in development of 
the mine. A  large boiler, engine and 
other machinery w ill arrive this week 
and will be hauled out at once and 
placed in position. The mill, which 
will be one of the Pratt type, w ill be of 
a capacity equal to ten ordinary stamps, 
and w ill also be supplied with riffles, 
separators and vanners, by which at 
least 90 per cent of the assay values of 
the quartz w ill be saved.

There are three large ledges on the 
Michigan company’s grounds, of which 
there' is 600 acres, all highly mineral­
ized and well timbered. The Applet 
gate flows jnst below, from which water 
can be derived for all purposes. The 
quarts carries an average of $26 a ton 
in free gold and sulphureta, and occnra 
in a constant vein between porphry 
and Slate.

A broad avenue ie being cleared from 
the camp down to the road, leaving the 
big oaks, laurels and firs standing, and 
by this avenue the camp dwellings and 
cabins will he built. A number of the 
Michigan people interested in the mine 
will make their homes at “ Michigan 
City,”  the name that has been given 
the new and fast growing camp.

O U T OF THEIR OWN POCKETS.

Regents o f 
Will

SchoolWeston Normal 
Pay Its Expenses.

Pendleton— The regents of the East­
ern Oregon normal school held a meet­
ing here for the purpoee of devising 
ways and means for the maintenance of 
the institution. The board was unan­
imous against the idea of closing the 
school, and will hold themselves per­
sonally responsible for its needs, be­
lieving that in any event no future leg­
islature w ill refuse to reimburse any 
indebtedness that economical manage­
ment may incar. The action of the 
board seems to meet the approval of 
the people of Eastern Oregon, who are 
greatly interested in the institution, 
and say that it should not be closed in 
any event. "

Jackson Citizens at Work. 
Ashland— The county court of Jack- 

son county has appointed a long list of 
citizens as a committee to have charge 
of arrangement* in securing an exhibit 
at the Lewie and Clark fair. A  meet­
ing of this committee has been called 
to take place at Medford Saturday, 
March 18, for the purpoee" of taking 
definite methods of collecting a repre­
sentative display of the county’s re­
sources for exhibition. While the 
county court has appropriated no defin­
ite amount for a county exhibit, it will 
have charge of the same.

Umatilla Irrigation Project.
Pendleton— John J. Whistler, engin­

eer in charge of the Oregon reclamation 
work, saye that Thomas H. Mean, the 
government soil expert, w ill arrive in 
the city soon to make an investigation 
as to the feasibilty of winter irrigation 
in the lands of the Umatilla irrigation 
project. Mr. Means w ill be in the dis­
trict only a short time, bnt the samples 
of the soil w ill be forwarded to the gov­
ernment station at Berkeley, Cal., for 
complete analysis, and the results re­
turned to this city.

Shear Sheep by Machinery.
Pendleton—The J. E. Livestock com­

pany has received a five horse power 
gasoline engine with which to propel 

12 machine sheep shearing plant. 
The company has 25,000 head to shear 
at the ranch near Pilot Rock. As 
these machines make a saving of from 
one to one and a half pounds on a fleece 
over the old style hand shearing, at the 
current price of 16 and 17 cents a 
pound for wool the company w ill make 
a saving of over $6,000.

Log Scarcity ie Felt.
Eugene —  The big sawmill of the 

Booth-Kelley Lumber company at Co­
burg has been closed down for several 
weeks. This is partly on account of 
the scarcity of logs and partly to give 
an opportunity to overhaul the plant. 
The indications are at present that 
there ia going to be great difficulty in 
getting logs to the mills this summer, 
as the streams are now very low and 
as there is no snow in the mountains, 
they will be very much lomer later on.

May Build Logging Road.
La Grande— Owing to the light fall 

of snow in the Bine mountains the past 
winter and the uncertainty of the vol­
ume of water in the Grande Ronde river 
and its tributaries, the Grande Ronde 
Lumber company at Perry is contem­
plating building a narrow gauge logging 
road some 30 miles np the river, where 
the company has a large amount of 
logs cat, and which it w ill .be unable 
to float to their mill. The road will 
m  bnilt solely for the use of the mill.

Trees in Bloom at Dallas.
Dallas— Warm weather has brought 

forward the fruit blooms remarkably 
.rly this season. Some varieties of 

prunes and plums are blooming. Pears 
and cherries are coming on vary fast. 
Considerable fear is felt that late oold 
rains or frost may do damage.

Marion and Clackamas County Rais­
ers Organize fo r Business. _

Wood burn—The Livestock associa­
tion of North Marion and South Clack­
amas counties has been permaenntly 
organised in this city. The following 
officers were chosen: Fred Dose, pres­
ident; W. P. Pennebaker, secretary; 
Harry Cole, treasurer.

I t  was decided to hold a livestock 
fsir in Woodburn on Saturday, April 1. 
The stock on which premiums w ill be 
awarded w ill be stallions, brood mares, 
colts, roadsters, teams and saddle 
horses. Other stock, it is expected, 
w ill also be exhibited. The stallions 
w ill be divided into classes—draught 
and roadsters— with $5 entrance fee 
and an additional entrance fee of $2.50 
for sweepstake prise.

G. L . Shryder, M. 6« Shrock, Dr. W , 
A . Leonard, F. J. M iller and J. F. 
Plank were chosen an executive com­
mittee to fix prizes, solicit funds and 
make all other necessary arrangements. 
The judges w ill be selected on the day 
of the fair. The horsemen and farm­
ers are enthusiastic over the proposed 
fair and an immense crowd is expected 
here on that day.

LIVESTOCK FAIR A T  W OQDRURN

INSURANCE RATES HIGH.

Hood River Men Hear Proposition fo r 
Dacrsass o f  16 Per Cent.

Hood River— Hood River businee* 
men held a conference in the rooms of 
the Commercial club with Mr Stone, 
of Portland, representing the board o f 
insurance underwriters, to find 6ut 
jnst what would ' be required of the 
water company in order to secure a re - 
duction of insurance rates if a system 
of fire protection were installed. Stone 
stated that he would recommend a re­
duction averaging 15 per cent from the 
present almost exhorbitant rates, pro­
vided the water company would 
tain a reseiwe supply of water in a 
ervoir with a capacity of 760,000 gal­
lons, and lay certain size pipe for the 
mains. Brick buildings were promised 
a further redaction of five per cent.

As the water company recently se­
cond $50,000 on the sale of bonds, it 
is expected that the city of Hood R iver 
w ill soon be given an adequate system 
of hydrants fur fin  protection. A vol­
unteer fin  department has already been 
organized, and a $1,200 chemical en­
gine purchased by the city.

Newell to Meet Water Users.
Vale— F. H. Newell, chief of the gov­

ernment reclamation engineers, accom­
panied by several consulting engineers, 
w ill arrive hen  in April. Mr. Newell) 
is making this trip for the purpose o f 
meeting with the Malhenr Waterusers’ 
association and to arrange matters so 
that active operation can commence on 
the Harper basin project during the 
approaching summer. It  seems to be 
now generally understood that little 
diffienty w ill be encountered in getting 
the various owners of the water ditches 
to “ sign np”  their land under the 
agreement recently arrived at, leaving 
the appraisement of values to arbitra­
tion.

Old Stampmil! Found.
Medford— What is believed to be th » 

first Btampmill that did service jn the 
Oregon gold fields has been brought 
into Medford. It is a crude machine, 
being hand made throughout, but the 
principle on which it operated is iden­
tical to that of the orthodox and mod­
em stamp and battery, the stamp, the 
mortar, mesh and feeder all being 
present. The old machine, bramble- 
covered and going to decay, was found 
on a deserted prospect in the Willow 
Springs district, Jackson county. I t  
w ill be sent to the Portland fair.

Water is Scarce.
8nmpter —  The outlook for placer 

mining in this section is not so favor­
able this season as in former years. 
Snow is rapidly disappearing from the 
mountain ranges under the influence o f 
warm sunshine during the past three 
weeks, but cold and freezing nights 
have a tendency to check the flow o f 
water that should result. Placer min­
ers as a rule along small waterways a re ' 
uneasy for fear that all the snow will 
be gone before they will be able to take 
advantage of its benefits as formerly.

Cinnabar Mines ShdW Up Well.
Medford—The flattering showing

made by recent reports of orefl from the 
cinnabar mines of the Meadows quick­
silver district, of Jackson county, near 
Trail, has caused a revival' of interest 
in the mining of mercury in this sec­
tion. Eighty pounds of mercury to the 
ton is produced by the properties o f 
the Rogue River Quicksilver Mining 
company, the shareholders of which 
are Medford men. The ore reduce» 
easily and is uniform in value.

PORTLAND MARKET8.

Wheat— Walla Walla, 85c; bluestem 
92o; valley, 87c per bushel.

Oats —  No. 1 white, $1.37*01.42; 
gray, $1.60 per cental.

Hay— Timothy, $14016 per ton; 
clover, $41012; grain, $11012; cheat, 
$11012.

Eggs—Oregon ranch, 18c per doaen.
Butter-Fancy creamery,2 7 *  032* c
Potatoes —  Oregon fancy, 9Oc0$l; 

common, 70086c.
Apples—4-tier Baldwins, $1.260 

1.60; Bpitsenbergs, $1.7602.
Hope—Choice 1904, 28 *024c per 

pound.
Wool— Valley, 19020c per pound; 

Eastern Oregon, 12017c per pound; 
mohair, choice, 26026c per pound.


