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Affairs in the Balkans are assum­ing a serious aspect.
William J. Lemp, the well-known St. Louis brewer, has committed suicide.
Russia is lashed into a fury by the continued defeats and highly patriot­ic demonstrations are common.
The house sub-committee will re­port for Sunday opening of the 1905 fair, but will reduce the appropria­tion.
Great Britain and Prance are pre­paring for the possibility of an emer­gency. Rush work 1b the order at the ship yards of both nations.
Baltimore merchants take issue with the governor’s statement that federal troops .are unnecessary to guard the lire swept district.
Prance will give her support to the note of America for the preservation of the neutrality of China, thus put­ting all the powers in line. It is thought the acceptances by Russia and Japan will be received soon.
The Japanese steamer America Maru, which left San Francisco a short time ago for Yokohama, arrived safely. This is the vessel two Rus­sian war vessels were supposed to be waiting for between Honolulu and the Philippines.
Maryland will aid city of Baltimore.

the fire stricken
spirit.AU Russia is fired with war Japan celebrates its victories.

The transport Diz is in Portland to load a cargo of supplies for the Philip­
pines.

The house has unseated Howell, Democrat, in favor of Connell, Republi­can, from Pennsylvania.
The Japanese have captured at least five commercial steamers belonging to Russia. Some of the steamers are rich 

prises.
The American policy of maintaining the neutrality of China meets with the approval pf the powers and a note has been addressed to Japan and Russia.
Vladivostok telegrams announce ¿he complete rout of the Japanese by the Russians on the Yalu river. These ad­vices also claim that Chemulpo, Corea, has been occupied by the Russians.
A Port Arthur dispatch says Japan­ese attempted to land men in several bays in the neighborhood of Port Arthur under the protection of the guns of the cruisers. It is asserted, however, that all the attempts were unsuccessful.
Eight Russian war vessels have been 

either sunk or badly disabled.
The Chinese are much gratified at the victories that are falling to Japan.
Russia will send one company out of every regiment of guard troops to 

the Far East.
Senator Hanna is very weak and nervous, but his physicians declare his 

condition improving. -—
The United States consul at St. Pet­ersburg w ill look after Japan’s inter­

ests there during the war.
Great quantities of coal are being hurried from Pennsylvania to New Or­leans for shipment to Russian war ves­

sels.
St. Petersburg newspapers print a story claiming a Russian victory at 

Port Arthur. As the story can not be confirmed, it is discredited.
The czar has issued his official dec­laration of war He lays all blame on Japan, saying she began the attack without waiting for negotiations to 

be broken off.
A Russian war vessel is supposed to be cruising between the Hawaiian is­lands and Japan waiting for the Japan eae boat American Maru, which sailed from San Fransisoo with a valuable 

cargo of munitions of war.
Senator Hanna’s condition continues 

to improve.
Militia may be called to Coal Creek, Tenn., to prevent trouble among the striking miners and operaotrs.
The Russian battleships damaged by Japanese torpedoes in the first conflict are said to be the best in the Russian 

navy.
£3 * -  -The transport fleet of the United States located on the Pacific coast is fitted out and la ready for use should necessity call for services of troops in 

the Far East.
America wants an area of lim it of nostilities fixed by Japan and Russia.
Secretary Hay ¿as addressed an iden­

tical note to a number of European powers to ascertain if they are willing 
to Join in a notice to Russia and Japan that during hostilities and thereafter the neutrality and Integrity of China 
must be recognised.

Will

MONEY ON WASHATAND.

is In Beason-Hyde Laa4 Prang 
Case Makes Rovelatlees.

Washington, Peb. 15.—The federal 
grand jury In this city is listening to 
testimony in the famous Benson-Hyde 
land fraud cases, and from evidence 
already submitted 'Secretary Hitch­
cock is confident that a number of in-
dictmenta will result.One of the most important witness­
es yet examined is a clerk in the gen­
eral land office, who admitted he had 
co-operated with Benson and had fur­
nished him with advance information 
whenever the department was prepar­
ing to create forest reserves. This 
clerk's services were engaged by Ben­
son, so it was testified, during one of 
Benson’s visits to Washington. When 
the two had reached an understand­
ing the clerk was invited to call on
Benson at his hotel.After a brief conversation Benson 
asked his visitor if he would like to 
wash his hands. Taking the hint, the 
clerk stepped into the bathroom, 
found a 9100 bill on the washstand 
and promptly appropriated it. He 
testified that after subsequent visits 
to Benson he found large sums of 
money in his overcoat pocket, and at 
other times when Benson was in San 
Francisco he received money at dif­
ferent times through the mails. No 
letter accompanied the funds, which 
were invariably inclosed in blank en­
velopes.So great became the demands of 
Benson for information that this 
clerk found it necessary to employ a 
confederate, and it is then believed 
that Harlan, who was chief of the for­
estry division at the time, was taken 
Into the scheme. Together these two 
men, it is alleged, by utilizing a 
cipher code furnished by Benson, 
kept the San Francisco office advised 
whenever and wherever reserves 
were to be created, and gave them 
such other Inside Information as would 
assist them in their operations.

WENT TO DEATH BRAVELY.

Russian Bands Played ¿National Airs as 
the Chemulpo Battle Was Begun.

v Nagasaki, Peb. 15.—The survivors 
from the Variag and the Korietz, the 
Russian cruisers that were sunk by 
the Japanese fleet at Chemulpo last 
Tuesday still remain on board the 
British cruiser Talbot, lae Italian 
cruiser Elba and the French cruiser 
Pascal.I ’he situation is becoming acute, as 
the Japanese have twice made de­
mands on the commanders of the 
three foreign vessels that the Rus­
sians be surrendered as prisoners of 
war. The captain of the Talbot, be­
ing the senior naval officer, each time 
replied that he was awaiting Instruc­
tions from his government.None of the Russians are on board 
the American gunboat Vicksburg, 
whose commander considers that the 
Japanese are right in their demand, 
as the Russians took advantage of 
the clemency of--the Japanese in re­
turning to the harbor, then taking 
refuge on the .foreign vessels and re­
fusing to surrender, whereas the Jap­
anese fleet refrained from sinking 
them in the open sea, as it could have 
done.A magnificent episode in the battle 
was the second sortie of the two 
Russian cruisers. With bands play­
ing the national anthem the interna­
tional fleet loudly cheering the brav­
ery and gallantry of the Russians, the 
Variag and Korietz faced the Japan­
ese fleet in what was certain death.

The position of the wrecks appears 
to be such that it will be easy to re­
cover the guns. The Russian losses 
were one officer and 40 men killed 
and 464 wounded.

Will Defend Herself.
Copenhagen, Feb. 15.—The British government has inquired if the Dan­ish government is prepared to defend Denmark’s neutrality, espeejaly the important sea routes. Denmark re­plied in effect:“We will defend ourselves.” The construction placed on this inquiry here is that Great Britain apprehend* the danger of. Russia occupying Dan­ish possessions in the event of com­plications between Great Britain and Russia over the Far Eastern ques­tion. Tn consequence the war depart­ment has ordered the army reserves to be toady for mobilization.

IS OVERESTIMATED

NOT AS MANY RUSSIANS IN FAR 
EAST AS REPORTED.

Troops Number Under 100,000 Men—Of­
ficers la Manchuria are Surprised 
War Is On—Russians are Said to 
Have Slain One Hundred Chinese and 
Officials Appeal to Pekin.

London, Feb. 13.—The Pekin corres­
pondent of the London Times ascribes 
the habitual overestimation of the Rus­
sian forces in the Far East to the claim 
arising from the Boxer troubles, put 
forward by M. De Giers, then Russian 
minister a t Pekin, daring the peace ne­
gotiations a t Pekin in 1900 for an iff- 
demnity of 17,900,000 pounds, on the 
ground that Russia had put 179,000 men in the field. It is now known, however, that the real number of these men w ill be under 100,000.

Continuing, the correspondent says an American military officer who has Just returned to Pekin from a trip through Manchuria, made for the pur- poee of reporting the situation, de­clares all the Russian officers he met in Mancharia professed to believe war would be averted. While he was at Port Arthur, on January 31, the Rus­sian fleet was hurriedly ordered to sea, but in getting out two vessels stuck fast in the mud of the shallow basin and were compelled to remain behind.Special dispatches from Tokio this morning announce the arrival of Jap­anese troops at Seoul, but beyond this the dispatches published in the news­papers add practically nothing to the knowledge of the actual situation.The Tien Tstn correspondent of the Standard sends in a report that the Russians have massacred 100 Chinese at Liaoyang, in cbnsequencfe of which the officials at 8hanhaiakwan are greatly alarmed, and are appealing to Pekin for 
protection.

RUSSIANS BLAMB ALEXIEFF.

for Emergency.
Paris, Feb. 15.—Dispatches receiv­

ed here from Toulon say that orders 
have been issued for the .mobilization 
of additional troops for service in In- 
do-China. Officials declare, however, 
that they do not apprehend an attack 
on French territory in the far Blast 
by the Japanese, but that It is well 
to he prepared for all emergencies.

They Say He Should Have Boon Better 
Prepared to Fight.

Chefoo. Feb. 18.—More than one- 
half of the Russian officers at Port 
Arthur blame Admiral Alexieff for the disaster that has overtaken them. They believe that, instead of spending the time sending commnnicstlohstbSl^ Petersburg during the last few weeks, bewailing the anxiety for peace that prevailed there, he should have been preparing his forces for the combat. In fact., the wish is declared to have 
been made by one of the Admiral’s warmest supporters that he would be recalled to St. Petersburg, courtmsr- tialed and shot for incompetency., The land forces are in a bad way and are ready to^run at the first fire. A corps of the determined Japanese in­fantry would have little trouble taking the fortress with the squadron attack­ing from the harbor mouth. The situ­ation at present looks as if Russia would be forced to abandon her  ̂ “ mod­ern Gibralter” within a very short 
time.

MO b a t t l e  e x pb c t b d .

la ta
-* Tokio, Feb. 1L—Japan is making tremendous preparations to land more 
troops in Corea. 8he already has fsuc­ceeded in landing several thousand of her forces at Chemulpo despite the presence of two Russian cruisers. Four batal lions have been landed at Gen san, one of the treaty porta of Co­rea, 115 miles from Seoul.Japan is concentrating her forces at Tsushima island in the Straits of Co­rea, which is Japan’s most advanced 
base. 'It is officially stated here that the Russian troops have crossed the Y flu  
river and are pouring into Corea. Their objective point is believed to be Seoul. Officials here declare that this action compelled Japan to initiate hostile measures and make war a. terri­ble actuality.Official circles in Tokio are convinced that s  great battle between the Russian and Japanese lapd forces will occur soon in Corean territory.The Japanese, however, are clamor­ing for a rigorous prosecution of hostili­ties all along the line. Plans for land­ing a greater Japanese force in Corea are being pushed strenuously.

OFFICIAL REPORT.
Russia Worsted In Battle OH Chemulpo 
____ —Two Vessels Loot.

London, Feb. 10.—-The official ac­count of the Chemulpo battle received 
at the Japanese embassy here says that the Japanese squadron in escorting transports to Corea was met on its way to Chemulpo by the Russian gunboat Koriets as the latter was leaving port. The Korietz assumed the offensive and fired on a Japanese torpedo boat. The latter replied by firing two torpedoes without effect. The Korietz then re­turned to anchorage in the port and early next morning Admiral Iriu, com­manding the Japanese fleet* formally demanded that a ll Russian vessels leave the port of Chemulpo adding that if they did not comply by noon yesterday he would be compelled to attack them 
within the harbor. '  _The Russian men-of-war left the port at 11:30 and battle was immediately given outside Polynesian island.After one hoar’s engagement the Rus­sians took refuge among the islands, and towards evening the cruiser Variag sank.About 4 o’clock this morning, the Korietz was reported sunk by her ot^n crew, who, finding her utterly dis­abled, blew her up.There were no casnalities on the Jap­
anese side. • ••—_ 4 '

AID ASKED TO FIQHT FIRE.
Largest Starch • Factory In Is Destroyed.

the World
Oswego, N. Y.,‘ Feb. 13.—The huge starch factory of the Corn products company, consisting of three great buildings, forming the largest estab­lishment of the kind in the world, took fire this evening in the chemical room. At 23 :0 o’clock the flames were under control, being confined to the build­ing. The loss will be over $1,000,000.After the city fire department and 

the volunteer department of Kingsford’s mills had tried in vain to cope with the flames, Mayor Mansfield telegraphed for aid to Fulton and Syracuse. From the latter city, three engines and 26 men were dispatched and joined their 
efforts to those of the local departmnet. Fireman Dougherty and Evans have been injured, the former fatally by s  fall from a roof. Twenty-five men at work in the buildings where the fire started barely escaped.The burning buildings contain many hundreds of thousands of bushels of starch and corn. Six hundred em­ployes are thrown ont of emplôyment.

Lancaster Situation Is Serious.
Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 13.—Backwater from the gorge, which extends from Mc­Call’s Ferry to Bainbridge, on the Sus­quehanna river, covered the tracks of the Pennsylvania railroad at Bain­bridge today to a depth of three feet. Four freight trains are stalled. The water is slowly receding, after having reached the record mark in June, 1889. The water is stilt in the station of the Pennsylvania railroad, and the situa­tion as a whole is regarded as the most serious that has ever confronted that 

town.
Manchurian Railway Bridge Wrecked.

London, Feb. 13.—The Shanghai correspondent of the Daily Mail says that an important bridge on the Man­churia railway has been blown up, and 30 man have been killed.

LONQ-LAID PLANS.
Jap« the Recent

Hay-
Mlnlsters Discuss Victories Over Russia.

London, Feb, 12.—Minister ashi this morning said:“ The engagements at Port Arthur and Chemulpo were merely in accordance with plans of long standing. As soon as our forces are landed in Corea I look for an important fleet action at Port Arthur. The Russian vessels probably lie close beneath the island batteries but by going on the Chinese side our ships, by a high-angle fire, <Mn-sfeeU them ont. The Russian ad­miral may possibly like Cervera, antic­ipate his fate and come into the open of his own accord. vIn speaking of the Hay note, he sayf Japan will most certainly and heartily agree, bnt so long as Russian troops are in Manchuria Japan cannot regard it os neutral territory. While Japan is anxious to assist in maintaining neutrality with China proper.
ANARCHY MUST BND.

Action laWUI Take Stern 
Santo Domingo.

Washington, Feb. 12.—Drastic meas­ures will be taken by this government to end the anarchy in Santo Domingo. Continued violation of international law, the destruction of American prop­erty and disregard of foreign interests, has convinced officials that affairs there can be best improved by force. Its handling has been turned over to the navy and Secretary Moody tonight is sending supplementary instruction to 
Rear Admiral Wise, commanding the training squadron now in Dominican waters, giving him wide latitude in 
the coarse he is to follow.

Acceptable to derm ssy.
Berlin, Feb. 12.—Secretary Hay’s note to the powers concerning the neu­trality and integrity of China was de­livered to the German Government yes­terday by Foriegn Secretary Vong Ritchoff. The Associated Press un­derstands that the latter has already conveyed an intimation to Secretary Hay that his proposals are likely to be acceptable to Germany, because they tend to localize the war and avoid fresh' subjects of international dispute. The step is regarded here as being on able move.

IT CRIES TREASON

FRENCH PRESS CONTENDS JAPAN 
BROKE INTERNATIONAL U W .

Attack on
pared to tbo 
Main# ta Havana 
Admit That Tbclr

Flos« la 
Up o< 

Harbor- Russians 
Hops (or Victory

Uos In Land Forces.

Paris, Feb. 12.— As the day wore on a great wave of popular sympathy for Russia was brought out by the news of the engagement off Port Arthur. The newspapers without exception severely arraigned Japan. The Temps, semi­official, said:
“ Japan’s brutality in making a night attach before a declaration of war is her seoond offense against the rules of international jaw.”The Journal dea Debats declares Jap­an’s action was contrary to the accepted rules of. international law, giving prom­ise that Japan proposes to conduct the war without regard to modern usages of warfare.The Patrie gives sensational promi­nence to its assertion that Japan com­mitted an act of international treason, compares the attack on the Russian fleet off Port Arthur with the blowing up of the Maine, and asserts that Europe will hold Japan responsible for this treason.The authorities on international law who were interviewed on the subject ex­pressed the belief that Japan com­mitted s  breach of international law. Notwithstanding this bitterness, how­ever, universal recognition was given 

to Japan’s audacity, and it was evident that Japan’s naval prestige hod been materially increased.The Associated Press was informed by s  high Russian authority that now Japan has began war, the Russian gov­ernment, following the manifesto which is expected to be issued in St. Petersburg at once, expects that the various states will issue proclamations of neutrality. In Russian diplomatic circles the suceees of Japan literally aroused the greatest regret. It was frankly admitted that Ruapia expected to be defeated upon the sea, but it was added that she would certainly conquor on land.
DIVISION OF STATE IS IS5UB.

of Troops
London, Feb. 12.—A special dis­patch from Tokio, dated today, says it is reported that thres transports of the Russian volunteer fleet, convoying about 3,000 troops, have been captured by the Japanese troops off the Corean

Washington Congressmen All Agree tha t 
More Judges are Needed.

Washington, Feb. 12.—The house committee on judiciary today listehed to arguments by the three congressmen from Washington, in support of their respective bills for dividing the state into judicial districts. These mem­bers agreed on one thing only, that be­
cause of the immense amount of judic­ial buaineea coming before the federal courts of Washington each year, it is 
absolutely necessary that an additional judge be accorded the state, and that this judge be provided with a specified district.Cnshman advocated the creating of a north and south district, the former to include Seattle and Spokane, and the latter Tacoma and Walla Walla.Jones Contended for an east and west district, to be separated by the Cascade mountains, while Humphrey was heard in advocacy of a bill he introduced yes­terday creating one district of the northwest quarter of the state, includ­ing King county, and making the re­mainder of the state a separate district.

BNOINBBR FAILS TO STOP.
Fourteen Lives are Loet la Head-On Col­

lision  F o llow ing . •»
Ottawa, Ont., Feb. 12.-r*Fourteen persons were killed, and more than a score injured, in s  collision between two passenger trains on the Canadian Pacific, near Sand Point today.The trains in collision were the east bound and west bound “ Soo” specials. Both trains were under orders to stop at Sand Point, and pass there. An official statement given ont by the Ca­nadian Pacific places the responsibility for the wreck upon the crew of the west bound train. Conductor Nidd, of that train, this evening admitted that his engineer bad orders to stop at Sand Point, bnt failed to obey them. Ten of the killed were passengers.

will Be Future Blessing.
Baltimore, Feb. 12.—Mayor Me- Lane, when asked for a statement to­day, dictated the following to the Asso­ciated Press: “ Baltimore will nowenter into the task of resurrection. A greater and more beantifnl city will arise from the ruins, and we shall make of this calamity a future bless­ing. We are staggered by the terrible loss, but we are not discouraged, and every energy of the city and ita citizens will be devoted to a rehabilitation that will be a monument to the Ameri­can spirit.’’

A

la Well
San Francisco, Feb. 12.—The United States transport Sherman is scheduled to sail for Manila on March 1 with the Twelfth infantry and 400 cavalry re­cruits. The transports Buford, Crook, Meade and fYsrren are in port ready for aay emergency and the Logan is due here today. Any of theee vessels could bt sent to ths Far la s t  If :


