THE SOUL'S RETURN,
By T. A. K. Gessler
? will arise and go to my father—
Luke xv., 18.-
The sweetest of stories told in any
tougue among men s this beautiful
parable of the prodigal son.  KEvery-
where Is It attentively heard, Simple
even to plainness, told ten thousand
thoes, it never loses Its marvelous
cluirni, '

What is perhaps most wonderful| fects and Imperfections. - Childhood that my mother

about it is that, while the guiet of the

wanderer {8 never for a moment hid-’

den, while his transgreesion is set be-

fore us 1n characters so distinet as

never to be mistiken, we do not for

a mcment lose our sympathy for the
wanderer himself, 8o the Master wish-
ed it. For so He openg the inexhaust-

itle fountains of the divine love to our

vielon; so He shows us how He re-
celves sinners and eats with them;
how He welcomes the gullt to the
feast of Hlis love and rejoices over
them as a father over a child that
wiis lost, . '

And yet th's sympathy turns alto-
gether upon the Incldent to which this
scripture directs us, Let the narra-
tive have another termination and our
pity turps to disgust., Let it read:
“But he was besotted and rejoiced In
“ 1he busks wlith the swine; he longed
not for his father’'s home; he ignored
its plenty and died in his wretched-
ness.” - We should then say: “Miser-
ahle brute, he lived and dled as he de-
served.” »

lu the strange land to which we
have come, whether our feet go Into
flower gardens or deserts, we are apt
to lose knowledge of the fatherhood
thaat Is over us. The materinl advan-
tages of the world, all its profits, hob-
or: and emoluments, ean never satisfy
the highest aspirations of the human
soul. We want something 4nore endur-
fog and profound. Nor will art, litera-
ture or sentiment satisfy the craving:
Not sunything that exhausts -itself In
the reslm of the intellect or the eino-’
tions nlowe responds to the soul's high-
est aspirations. The leverage by
which It Is to be lifted must be out-
gide itself. It wants God.

The burden of sorrow, care and an-
xiety that oppresses us requires a
higher ministry than this “strange
land” affords. Its comforts are but
“busks.” Many a business man who
reads these words to-day shudders as
he recollects that the Sunday rest Is
already half gone and that to-morrow
he mtst resume the grind of yester-
day and take up the agonies that had
only been lald aslde during his rest-
ing spell. The mother who left the
body of her child in the cemetery a
few days ago 18 not relleved by the
thought that she shares only the com-
mon lot of mortals. A tenderer hand
than that of philosophy is needed to
stay the rush of her tears. '

No, It 18 not satisfying, this “far
country.” Many of its gifts are high
and noble; Indeed they are all of them
of the Father's bestowal—we must not
forget this when we are tempted teo
belittle the world's favers—but they
are only the media and not the sub-
stance of a divine affection. We need
to get beyond and above them all to
the perennial fountain from which all
beneficence flows If the soul Is to be
satistied with perfect refreshment, *I
will arise and go to my Father.” Let
every reader say this to his own soul
to-day. Beyond and above all songs
and psalms, beyond and above all rites
and ceremonlals to the loving heart of
the Father!

There 18 no room for doubt as to
my welcome, for His arms are always
open to recelvye His serrowing, suffer-
ing, penitent children. They are His
very own. He gives them a peace

*which this world can neither bestow
nor despoll. .

My Father! When every soul shall
cowe to the sense of proprietorship
which this pronoun suggests, then
shall men cease to tremble before an
awful tyrant, and that sense of des-
pair which accompanies the idea of
an Impersonal or absent power that
is above us perishes. The vague yearn-
ing that bad its birth In our early
childhood when at a mothes's knee we
learned to say, “Our Father, which
art lo heaven,” finds a higher realiza-
tion than was then posasible to .eur
dreams, for the heavenly gates have
opened and the Father has come down
to meet hils returning child in an In-
effable ministry of comfort, peace and
love,

THE RENEWAL OF YOUTH.
By Rev. J. N. Kidd,
In the aged. childhood, youth and
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youth has only gone off to school and
wmankood has only engaged in busl-
ness or enlisted in the army or gone
Joff on an exploring expedition into
the regions of old age. In due time
childhood will awake from a long, re-
freshing sleep and come bounding out
of Bed more joyful than ever; youth
will come home' from college with his
eyes sparkling with joy and his face
shining with wisdom and knowledge,
and manhood will return from the u
battlefields of life and the weakness and
of old age enriched with firmness, en- m‘m ‘
durance and experience, and together
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any more pain: for the former things
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aged, “for your redemption draweth
nigh.” Your childhood, at times, Is
partially awakened and your youth
may be partly renewed In this life, !
but you will not embrace them in all |
their glory until you pass into the
great beyond.
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Next Thing in Order.

““How prond be is now that he owns
an antomoble,"’

‘“Naturally. You know the old pro-
mb"!

“What’s that?”

““ ‘Pride goeth before s fall’ "= |
Philadelphia Ledger.
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PORTLAND ACADEMY
AN ENGLISH & CLASSICAL SCHOOL

Fits boys and girla for Eastern

Primary and Grammar gredes inel g
Portland Academy Hall for girls receives a
limited mumber, not more than twenty,
.

cause our feet were too laige to get
through troasers?”’
A Dire Threat.

‘“Here’s a letter from Mr. Smith say-
ing he can’t pay his bill this month.”
‘“Just write him a note and say if he
doeen’t pay up within a month we'll
quit eending bim bills.""~~Ohjcago
American.
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Little Liver Pills.
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Well Machine. -

Made in all sizes and
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CURE 8I1CK HEADACHE. e bt Seas

Bilious?

? Headache? Pain
back of your eyes? It’s your
liver! Use Ayer’s Pills.
Gently laxative; all vegetable.

FOR CONSTIPATION.
FOR SALLOW SKIN.
FOR umeu
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thoss harniless remediea 1his dector
kinows the action of over MW di ‘nt rem-
edies, which he successfally nses In different
diseases. He gnarantees 10 cure eattarh, as'h-
ma, lung, throat, rbeamatism, nervous:
stomach, liver, K'dueyn, ote.; has handreds o
lestimoniale. Charges moderste. (Call and
see him. Patlents om of the ety write for
blanks and elrcular. Send stamp, CONSBUL-
TATION FREE. ADDRESS

The C. Gee Wo Chinese Medicine Co.

Go0d, Never blocen Weakes: or Grive te B e
, I ' «.. CURE CONSTIPATION. ...
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Sold for 60 years. Lvdrne: 253 Alder St.. Pertiend, Oregon. J
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WITH NERVES UNSTRUNG AND HEADS -
THAT ACHE

WISE WOMEN
BROMO-SELTZER
TARE

TRIAL BOTTLE 10 CENTS.

o] PRUSSIAN STOOK FOQD

| More Work Less Feed. COWS give Mere and Richer
sTorn-r000 B Milk. HOGS Fatten Quicker if given this Feod.

Package, BOc and $1.00.

MAKES PIGS GROW—-GOOD FOR STUNTED CALVES,
Prvgsiax Renepy Co., 8t. Panl Minn,
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