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“I do not wish to_tell you—you force
me to it!"” she cried. »

“I will not stir from here except you
tell me.”

Winifred's voice was half choked w.lth
excitement as she answered: “Then hear
it. I hate you! .You have been cruel, In-
considerate, unjust to me.”

“1I7" said Errel.

“Yes, you. You tried to make a simple,
inexperienced, country girl care for you,
with your refinement ‘and fascinations;
and when you succeeded you despised her
for her folly, and turned away from her
<contemptible simplicity to- the woman
who, from her birth and station, was
worthy of your real love.”

“Winifred] Miss Eyre!” exclaimed
Frrol, “how can you have mistaken me
#0? Do you imagine there is anyone in
the world but yourselt for whom I care?”

“Yes, for your betrothed, Miss Cham-
pion, Mr, Hastings.” |

“I am neither betrothed to Miss Cham-
pion nor yét to any other woman,” he
exclaimed, quickly.

“Ido not attempt to deceive me any fur-
ther,” Winifred said, with a flush of an-
ger. “Your relations with Miss Cham-
pion can scarcely be doubtful, after your
opening the ball with her before all your
Zrand friends.”

“Miss Eyre,” he said, gravely, “will you
accept my solemn assurance that I have
not asked Miss Champion to be my wife,
and that I have no intention of doing so?
*There Is only one woman in the world
that I love, and I love her with all the
passion of my soul. Because she is so
«ear to me, I am going to leave my coun-
try, and the home for which I have
longed, and I am golng to be a wanderer
again on the face of the earth.”

“You are going away?’ cried Winifred,
in a tremulous volce.

“Yes, I am going away from country,
Thome and friends, because, being near
her, I cannot control my passionate long-
ing for her; I cananot te. r my thoughts
from her, or bring myself to look with
love or admiration om any other woman.,”

The gate was open now, and Mr. Hast-
ings had taker. Winifred in his arms.

“My darling,” he whispered, “do you
know who that woman is?”’

Winifred was confused, surprised,
ashamed, and yet withal a tumultuous joy
overshadowed her whole being. Then
this fairy tale wag true, after: all, and
this splendid, gallant knight was at her
feet in all truth and sincerity.

“Winifred,” he said, passionately, “look
into my eyes, and tell me that you love
me."

She raised her beantiful, shy brown

| ter.

lme fromi a marriage which I dread more

The next evening just as Krrol Hast-
ings and his friends had finished dinner
a servant brought in a note to the mas-
It was from Winifred Eyre, and
read as follows:

“You will perhaps guess that only very
urgent need induces me to hold commu-]
nication with you after—after what pass-
ed last night. Your words were over
heard by. Mr. Fenner, an intentional spy,
whom a short time since I refused to mar-
ry. He came to me this afternoon, and
| threatens that if I still persist in my re-
fusal to become his wife he will publish
the story to the neighborhood, 1 ask of
you to find some meauns of action that will
insure the silence of this man, and protect

than death. Mr. Fenner insists on my
answer being given in three days, If you
have one impulse of generosity left, you
will help me.”
As Errol read the note an imprecation
burst from his lips that made both his
friends look up suddenly.
“Why, Errol!” exclaimed Mr., Le Mar-
chant, “what is the matter?”
Mr. Hastings recovered himself ain a
moment.
“I beg your pardon,” he said, smiling;
“1 _was rather anmoyed at the moment.
A letter from a refractory tenime.* :
“Ah?T sald Arthur Le Marchant, with
a smiling glance at the envelope which
lay on the table; “lady temants are al-
ways the most troublesome.”
All the evening Mr. Hastings seemed
absent and unusually silent, and when
the two other men went out for a stroll
on the terrace he did not join them.
‘“Excuse me for half an hour,” he said.
“I have some business to transact, and
will follow you.” . o/
When they were gone he rang the bell.
“Send Letsom to me at once,” and a
minute afterward the old servant came
hurrying. A
“Letsome,” sald Mr. Hastings, “do you

know anyone of the nmame of Fenner
hereabouts ?”
“Yes, gir,”” anawered Letsom. “There's

a farmer of that name lives two miles
from here, up at Chalk Farm."”
“What do you know about him?"
“Well, sir, I can’t say as I know much,
but I have heard more lately being In
conjunction with Miss Eyre. It was
Hawkins as told me; he was that angry
one night because he heard as Fenner
was m-courtin' Miss Eyre. °‘I'll spoil his
sport, it T hear any more,’ says he; ‘but
I'm not afraid that a lady like Miss Eyre
'ad demean herself to such as him."”
“What did Hawkins mean when he said

Land sat down.

are wrong, you can correct me, The
gamekeeper, White, had a very pretty
Sister called Bophy, who was [a seam-
stress, and worked for your mother.”
. Fenner started uneasily, _
“You promised to marry her,” proceed-
ed Errol, coldly. “Bhe appealedto you to
keep your weord, and you laughed in her
face. Bhe turned im her misery to her
brother, and he met yom and thrashed
you In the lanes. Is it not so?"
Fenner’s teeth chattered, but he ddi not
speak.
“You told no one of your meeting,”
Errol went on, “but you remained in bed,
and said yon had an attack of rheuma-
tism. Ome day when you knew White
would pass alone through the Holton
woods, you hid yourself, with yowr gun,
and waited for him."
The wretch was brought to bay at last,
through the information which Hawkins
had imparted to Errol.
“Have mercy on me, sir!” he gasped,
almost inarticulately. “I'll do anything
you tell me.”
“Bit down on that chair, then,” =said
Mr. Hastings, sternly, “and copy what
is on that piece of paper.”
Fenner walked trembling to the table,
His hand shook so that
e Coula wearcely hold thie pen that was
thrust into it. He leaned back for.a mo-
ment, wiped the cold sweat from his
brow, and began:
¥1 apologize to you, Miss Eyre, for the
anxiety ans annoyance I have caused you,
and I solemnly swear never again from
this time to molest or injure you in am
way, either by word or deed, .
“THOMAS FENNER.”
“1 have just one word of caution to give
you before you go,” said Errol, In a
quick, rasping tone of domtempt.  ““The
wisest thing you can do is to be off from
these parts as soon as you can settle your
affairs. I"am not the only person who
knows the cowardly dssassin of poor
White, and as long as any trace of yon
js left you are at his mercy and mine.
And now, you spying, murderous hound,
begone, while I still have power to re-
strain myself from kicking you out of the

"

house!
(To be continged.)

Near ! nough,
Teacher—Now, Susle, you may con
struct a sentence In which the word
“literary". occurs.
Susie (after much thought)—Little
Willle’s hands were literary black with

a comprehensive survey upon which to
base its estimates, and a fairly accu-
rate estimate of the cost of the im-
provements is expected.

The board has not reported to the
Chief of Engineers, and probably 33‘:
not do so until it has .
estimate for a conﬂnubﬂ%%d This
delay means that no work will be done
looking to the opening of the river
during the present season. Should the
War Departmengt approve the board's
report In favor of a continuous canal,
and this will unquestionably be done,
since there has always beem doubt as
to the thorough practicability of the
Harts plan, no work can be undertaken
until Congress has authorized the new
project. The last river and harbor bill
authorized the work, provided it could
be done within the estimate on the
Harts project, but not otherwise.

KANSAS LOSSES ESTINMATED.

Over Two Hundred Towns Have Suffered
From High Water.

Kansas City, Mo., June 10.—Kansas
has suffered as a result of the recent
floods more than any other state. No
exact figures of the loss

of course, beé
done In the principal cities and towns
is estimated as follows:

North Topeka, $500,000; Lawrence,
$250,000; Salina, $200,000; Manhattan,
$150,000; Junction City, $100,000; Solo-
mon, $60,000; Abilene, $250,000; Linds-
borg, $100,000; Hutchinson, $100,000;
Minneapolis, $100,000; Emporia, $65,
000; Florencae, $50,000; Lincoln Center,
$60,000; Atchison, $100,000; Argentine,
$2,000,000; Kansas City, Kan., and
suburbs, $8,000,000, Nearly 200 small-
er towns were affected by the flood.
The lowest estimate that can be
made of the loss to crops is $5,000,000.

Water Spout Strikes Car. |
New York, June 10.—Rushing In
from the sea, a waterspout, traveling
at great speed, rtruck a train on the

Brooklyn elevated road, bound city-
ward from Rockaway beach. The mo
torman saw the spout just as the train
reached a tsestle over Broad Channel,
Jamaica Bay. He threw on full powes
in an effort to get past, but the flood of
water struck between the third and
fourth cars. The platforms were
crowded with persons unable to get
into the cars. These were almost
swept off into thé bay, but managed to

he'd spoil Femner's sport if he wanted

Lates & S rroy s . am

dirt.—Philadelphla Press.
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hold fast to the railings

sustained can,
given, but the damage

earnenstly advised them to remove
their families and return to China,
and not come back until after the war,
on the ground that the whole of Liao-
tung and Southern Manchuria will
soon be one great battlefield.”

Jror

Disregard of Orders Caused Fatal Coillls-
ion in Kansas.

Topeka, Kan., June 6.—A disastrous
wllfsion between Santa Fe passenger s
trains at Stilwell, this afternoon, kill-
ed nine people and seriously injured
six. Train No., 1 was going west at
full speed and crashed into the Chi-

cago section of No. 8, east-bound.
The traine were routed on the Mis-
sourl Pacific tracks on account of the
floods which washed out the BSanta
Fe tracks. Orders were sent out by
the train dispatcher today for both
trains to meet at Stilwell. It is
charged at the S8anta Fe office here to-
night that the crew on the Chicago
train disregarded this injunction, and
ran & mile or more past she meeting
gnh?q. .No. 1 did not stop at Stilwell,

on running slowly by the engl-
neer saw no other train, and as he
had a clear track according to his or-
ders he rushed ahead. No. 8 whistled .
before the east-bound train had pro-
fgded far, but toe late to avold a col-

on.

One Thousand Men Fighting Fire,

Burli , VL., June 6.—Al least
1000 men are léunc forest fives In -
Vermont, yet thousands of acres of -
valuable timber land havé:-been burn-
ed over, and there iz little prospect
that the firee can be checked until
rain shall fall. At Hardwick two res- g
fdences were deatroyed. The most &
serious situatidm Is on Worcester
Mount#in, near the towns of Worces-
ter and Elmore. The fire there has
burned over 1400 acres of heavy tim-
ber land, valued at $560 an acre, and
l& rapidly epreading. The smoke In

at locality is so dense objecta a
block away cannot be seen.

it

The Fastest Battieship Afloat. |

Vienna, June 6.—The speed trials ofy
the Austrian second-class baftleship
Arpad at Pola proves her to be the
fastest battleship In the world. Her
maximum speed is 20.12 knots in a
six-hour run. She was constructed by
the Triestes Shipbuflding Company.




