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White Hand:

A Talb of the Early Settiers
~ of Loulslana.

BY Alllfll C. BURDICK

"CHAPTER XIX.—(Continued.)

The old chief took the youth's' hand,

and having gazed into his face a few mo-
ments, he said:
. “White Hand, you once gave me an
-oath, but from all oaths you have ever
given me I now absolve you. Coqualla
has told me all. She has told me how
true you are in' heart, and how yet you
Jong for the home of your ehildhood. 1
«do mnot think your father has fallen in
this general massacre, for his place Is
wtrong, and the red men owe him no
grudge. Yet he may have fallen with
the rest. If he has, you mmy sometime
find opportunity to reach your native
land. But you are under no oath now.
“Of what has now happened I will not
speak, only to say that you cannot see
nor understand all that has led us to this
fearful work. The story of the white
‘man’s rule is everywhere the same.
Where a tribe, or a people, have made
peace and accepted the friendship of the
French, they have become weak and
puny. Whwe Hand, 1 havé a strange
love for thee, but I hate thy people. And
‘that thy father almost hates them too
has drawn my heart towards him. But
we could not see our people being grad-
ually swept away, and our homes torn
.from us, without striking this blow. Yet
Stung Serpent has fallen, The bullet of
‘the white man has found his life. But
“he dies content. The white man has fall-
-en, too.”

The old chieftain sank buek exhausted
a8 he ceased speaking, and for some mo=
.ments he remained with his eyes closed,
When he opened them again, White
Hand spoke.

“My father?™ he said, “ere the hand of

.death has done its work upon thee, wilt
thou not tell me why I was taken from
my father's house? Surely you cannot
«.~0bject to tell me all now "
" 1“No, my child, I have no objections,
for I never promised not-to tell. And
when I sent for thee now, [ meant to
tell thee all. Do you remember when
~your father met me in the woods near
shis dwelling 7"’

“Yes,"” returned White Hand, bending
<©over with eager interest.

“Well, I had then been to see Simon

T.obols. By some means he learned that
I was down the river, and he sent for

me.
chieftain, and a lover of gold, I met him
dn the woods, and to me |

- He proposed

that I should seize St. Julien's son and
sldy him, and for this he offered to pay
me a hundred pieces of gold. But 1
spurned the offer and left him. I came
home, and told my brother what Lobois
had said to me, and he pondered upon
the subject in a new light. You know
the Natchez often send messengers to
ithe Great Spirit, and the Great Sun had
wished to send a white messenger to the
white man’'s God, éven as we told you
when you first came here. At length I
. fell in with his views, and I knew of no
.one whose spirit would be surer of ad-
mission to your God than the spirit of
Louis St. Julien, for I knew him to be a
good youth. 80 I returned to your fath-
-er's house and saw Lobois again, and bLe
told me he had hired a party of Chicka-
saws to kill you, but that you anmd your
companion had killed them all—six of
them. I then offered to do what he wish-
d. But this time his wants had receiv-
.ed an addition. He not only wanted the
-son killed, but he wanted the daughter
captured and carried off rowards New
“Orleans. 1 agreed ‘to this; but 1 made
him give me a wrilten promise. to pay
me the money when the work should he
done. He hesitated at first, but at length
he wrote the pledge and signed it; anl
then it was arranged that Louise should
be left upon the bank of Lake Pontchar-
train, at the end of the middle trail, and 1
pledged myself to take you with me and
kill you, for you know this had been my
purpose in seeking you.”

“But the paper—the pledge—yon had
©of Lobois—where is it?' uttered White
Hand.

“It is safe. Coqualla, go to my=closet,
and you will find it in the oaken casket.”

The princess went, and in the box she
found the paper, which she handed to
her father. He took it, and having open-
«d it, he handed it to White Hand, say-
ing, as he did so:

“Here—it is yours,
is pardon.”

“For all that you have done  to me,”
murmured the youth, “I pardon. you
from the bottom of my soul; for you may
have been an instrument in the hands of
heaven for saving my life. Had you not
taken me, another would, and [ should
mot have lived. So!lI shall, after all, re-
member Stung Serpent with more of
gratitude than of complaint or anger.”

“Do you mean that?”

“I do.”

Btung Serpent raised himself upon his
ebow, and caught the youth by the hand.

“Coqualla,” he whispered, “where art
thou?”

“Here, my father.”

] have been kind to thee. If it lars
in thy power, help White Hand to his
people. Is it Coqualla I see "

And now all 1 ask

“Yes. Are you faint?’ .
“Faint? Stung Serpent faint? No!

Up, wirriors of the Natchez, and strike
for your homes! Who shall fear the das
tards now? My braves, remember the
trophies you have won under Stung Ser-
pent’s lead, Strike—strike, now, for your
honor, your homes, and for the tombs of
your ancestors! Bink your blades to the

pole, sud leave net & ~an of thew «ll to |

He had hedrd that I was a savage |

| mighty
 their warriors by the many
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‘warery followed
.mvm.andu!tnddhalow.m
v sound, chieftain sank back, Co-
qualla moved to his side aud knelt over

| him, and in a moment more the loud eri

of the women rent the nfr. for Stung Be
pent was dead!
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] CHAPTER XX,

There was consternation for a while in
the village of the White Apple when it
was known that Stung Serpent was
dead, for he had been an important man
among the Natchez. At the end of four
days, the body was made ready for the
grave, and nine persons, with ropes about
their necks, remained fasting by it.

“And are all these people to die?' ask-
ed White Hand, after he and Cogualla
had retired to their own dwelling.

“Yes. And but for the intercessions of
my father himself, many —more would
have died.”

“It is a cruel practice." said the youth,
sadly.

“Cruel ?"" repeated the princess, in sur-
prise. “Why do yeu say so?”’

“Because one death is enough. Why
should so many be added 2"

“Ah,” answered Coqualla, ingenuous-
ly, “you do not understand. ~ Your peo-
ple have not such love for the departed
as we have, It is a long, dark road which
my father has now to travel, and sureiy
it is fitting he should have company.”

“And does this always happen when

one of your people dies?”
. “Certainly; though some Have not so
many companions; but all have one.
When the last Great SBun died, there
were one hundred who went to keep him
company over the dnrk road.”

“So many?”’

“Yes—and of course they were nppr.
for with him they were at once mdmitted
to the happy home where the Great
Bpirit is.”

“But,” queried White Hand, “Stung
Serpent has been dead now four days,
and these people will not die until to-
night. How. then, shall the: go togeth-
er?”

smile, which #eemed to indicate a pity
for her companion’s ignorance, *my fath-
er's spirit will not start alone. It re-
mains near the old body until the other
spirits join it, and then they all go off
together. Do you not understand ?""

“Yes.” .

“And fs it not right and proper?”’

“It is, if youn think so; but I should
hardly dare give my voice in favor of it.
Why, look, Coqualla, and tell me if this
very thing has not already reduced your
nation from a once powerful people to a
mere handful.”

“My-father spoke of that ere he died,”
answered the princess, thoughttully. “He
said he wished only his few immediate
companions to go with' him beyond the
grave, and even they must be old peo-
ple.”’ -

“And he was right, Coqualla. 1 have
“heard--that the Natchez were once &
race—a great
thonun’du.
and now they have only a very few hun-
dred. In a large community, under or-
dinary circumstances, the births will not
much overrun the deaths by natnre. But
see here—not only do your people die off
a8 do others, but for every one who dies
naturally from one to a hundred more
must be killed to keep them company.”

“I know,"” said Coqualla, thoughtfully
—“l know. But still it were cruel to
send my father's spirit away over the
dark, long trail alone. Your people do
not think of this. They do not think of
the loved uplrit -windering away in the
dark alone.”

“Yes they do, Coqualla

“They do?”

“Yes.”

“And yet they send them no company.”

“Ah, their company comes from the
other way,” spoke White Hand, softly
rnd sweetly. “When a human soul de-
parts, we, or I, believe that the loved
ones who have gone before come down
to lead the new-born spirit away to heav-
en. I have a mother there, Coqualla, an'l
I think she will come down to earth
when my spirit departs, and welcome
me to the home of the blest ones. BSure-
ly they know the way through the dark
valley better than we could, or better
than any others of earth.”

Gradually the Indian girl's hands were
brought together over her bosom, and
her head was bowed. When she looked
up there was a strange light in her eyes
and a soft, hopeful expression dwelt upon
her dusky features,

“YWhite Hand,”
me that again.”

“Is not the theme more pleasing than
the strangling of helpless victims over
the graves of the dead?' the youth ask-
ed, kindly.

“Yes—yes. But tell me more.”

And White Hand went on and whis-
pered into his companion’s ear the whole
of his own pure faith in God and the ris-
ea Saviour; and when he had done the
princess murmured:

“It is sweet, and it is better than the
faith I have been taught.”

She bowed her head agein, and this
time she remained a long while thought-
ful; and when she mext looked up, a
change had come over her countenan e,

“White Hand,” she said, “L promised
my father that I would help you escape
from here, if you wished. What have |
to remain here for? My father is dedd;
I have no brother or sister, and the ways
of my people are not pleasant to me, May
I not go with you?"

The youth threw his arms about the
fair speaker’'s neck and drew her ypom
his bosom. ’

“Coqualla, speak but the word, and 11
die in thy service, if necessiry, to lead
you to my father's home. O, we will not

be separated.’ '
L L L ]

she whispered, “tell

The burial was over. Stung Serpent
reposed in his grave, and by his side lay
the bodies of those who had, in obedi-
ence to the cruel faith and custom, given
up their lives that they might keep their
loved chief company in his dark jeurney.

And once more the Natchez commenced

“Ah," returned Coqualla, with a faint |

-,

the square, FPrick-
e Hand's lodge and
_ nlt.h could not see
her face in the g but from tlie man-
ner ‘of her 08, be could tell that
she was deeply moved-by something,
*“White Hand,” she said, “our plot hay
worked exceeding well. Not a blow has

_been struck sav atchez; so the
great mass of "‘Ilre saved. But
thou art Ih danger The moment

the Natches find that t.lelr plan bas tail-
ed they will thee, for it has
been whispered that you visited the tem-
ple, and the Great | when he looked
towards the west for the moon lust night
and saw it not, was perplexed. This nignt
they saw the new moou for the first time,
and they remembered, for the first time,
too, that the moen ought to have been
a week old. Amid their mad joy they
have not thought of this before. But
they think of it mow, and fear has al-
ready seized upon some of them, though
those few keep it to themselves. Now
you can judge how much risk you run.”

“And will they suspect me?’ the youth
uttered, tremulously.

“They will be likely to; for you are of
the hated people, and your powerful
friend is dead. Dark,
been bent upon u,
shown your loa

v

called himx out.

will soon be on the Natchez trail. THe
future is dark fer us all, but you may
escape. Can yom mot remember the trail
by which you came?”’

“I fear not.”

“But you can follow it part way from

here?’ .
“Yes. “for it is broad towards the vil-

lage.”

“There you cam take the river. Ypu
know the southern trail. You went it
_once hunting with Stung Serpent.”

“Yes—I remember that.”

“Then all is safe. Follow that trail to
the right, and it will bring you out upon
the river fifteen miles below here. Among
a clump of brakes there you will find a
cance. It s mige. Take it and float
down the river. Sdll retain your pres-
ent garb, and let-the walnut stain be up-
on your face. In thit way you may es
cape the Natchez, should any of them
meet you, and by your speech you could
quickly econvince the French. I can do
no more for you. I would have saved all
the French if I could, for I loved them;
yet [ must follow the fortunes of my
own people.”

White Hand thanked the old princess
for her kindness, and with a theunghtful
step he returned to his lodge. Coqualla
asked him what - Pricked Arm had want-
ed, and he sat down and told her all.

"And will you go?”’ the princess asked.

“Yes, I must. But, Coqualla, have you
changed your mind?".

“Only to be more strongly bound to
thee. And yet,” she added, putting her
arms about her husband's neck, “speak

that thou wouldst umu&% S|

care or thought of e, 8

“Hush, Coqualia! You wrong me now,
O, 1 should never_ sleep in peace again,
thy wish was with me But we must tlee
 to-night.” "

“T am all ready, dearent o

““But we need provisions.”

“1 hare such all prepared as we un
carry.’

“Then you have thought of this?"

thought—""

interrupted the youth, seeing at once hvt
drift. “So let me hear no more of it,
Now let us prepare.”

“Bless thee,”” murmured the fair girl,
sinking upon her companion’s bosom. *0,
since we first spoke of this, my heart has
sunk deep down ig" its darkest mood
when the thought of staying here has
dwelt with me, Thosé gweet- words you
whispered to me have been with me ever
since, and they have wrought a wonder-
ful change in my feelings. When we get
to our new home we will talk more about
it, and you shall teach me to read the
great book wherein these precious truths
are written.”

“I will,” promised White Hand. “Baut
the night comes on: the morning will le
speedily approac-hing. * Come—we will
talk on the way."”

Just as the first gray streaks of dawn
appeared in the east, the fugitives reach-
ed the gfeat river, and without much
trouble they found the brake and the
canoe. They easily pulled the light craft
from its nest and dragged it to the river,
It was a smooth, beautifully finished
boat, fashioned from a huge log of yellow
pine, and seasoned without crack or
check. Into this the adventurers put
their little store, and then, with hopeful
hearts, they entered and pushed out into
the broad stream.

(To be continued.)

An Australian Fish Story.

Writing from Bunbury, West Aus-
tralia, to a brother in London, Reginald
Shaw relates the following amazing In-
cldent, which, he states, happened to
one of his party when fishing from the
Jetty:

His friend had balted his hook with
a large whiting. hdping to catch a king-
fish, when a_ shirk ;bout seven feet
long swallowed it! The angler gently
brought the shark to the surface of the
water, while a man working on the
jetty came to his assistance with a big
iron hook and after several Ineffectual
attempt to jab the hook Into the
shark’s mouth the latter got away

On pulling up bis line the fisherman
found that he had 10t the whiting balit,
but had hooked two large ribs of beef
from the stomach of the shark. Then,
to the amusement of the crowd, one of
whom remarked, “Well, exchange is no
robbery,” he land:d the beqf safely on
{'the jetty.—Londou Malk
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—Japancse Send Warships. .
Pokin, Apfil 25, — Russia has de-
manded that China sign an agreement
practically “ ceding to her sovereignity
of Maochuria and excluding otber na-
tions from that country., The Russian

‘charge d’affaires, M. Planchon, has in-

formed Prince Ching, president of the
foreign office, that no further in
the evacuation of Manchuria will be

taken until this agreement is signed.
Prince Ching refused the Russian
terms, but his refusal probably pleases
Russia as well as his acceptance would
have done, because either alternative
means the relinquishment of Ohimn
sovereignity in Manchuria.
" The R demands are asfollows:
First—No more mancharian ports or/
towils are to be opened. Second— No
more foreign consuls are to be admitted
into Manchuria, Third—No foreigners
except Russians are to be employed in

Fourth—The present

eoip,u at the port of Nin Chwang are to
be given to 'Ruseo-Chinese bank.
Bixth— A sanitary commission is to be
organized under Russian control. Sev-
enth-—Ruseia is entitled to attach the
telegraph wires and poles of all Chinese
lines in Manchuria, and, Eighth—no
territory in Hmnburis is to be alienat-
ed to any other power,

No explanation has been given to the
Chinese of the Russian interpretation
of the fourth demand. OChinese offi-
cials are greatly distarbed, but they are
powerless. While the ioregoing de-
mande were before the Chinese for con-
sideration, M. Planchon assured nis
colleagues explicitly that the only reas-
.on for the delay in restoring the govern-
ment of Niu Chwang to the Chinese
was the orpnluuon of a -nlhn com-
mission.

Ttere has been much feeling in Brit-
ish circles over the appointment of a
Russian commissioner in Niu Chwang,
but this revelation of Russia’s determ- | *
ination to retain control of Manchuria
‘and close the door there robe thh ap-
pointment of importance. '+

The Chinesg court returned to the
Forbidden city today with aspectacular
procession from the hunting park.

Yokohamsa, April 26.—Three J’a.pm-
ese warships have been ordered to Nin
Chwang. Marquis Ito has held a sec-
ret conlerence with the leading Japan-
ese stateemen. The Russian demands
for privileges in Mancharia nave exit-

J
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United States as well as Great :
will support Japan. An t
has been reached by whichthe political
crisis has been averted, but the govern-
ment’s naval increment proposals re-
main unchanged.
Slap at United States.
London, April 26.—The Pekin corre-

rpondent of the Timea describes the

“Yes. But O, speak the truth, my love, | first article of the Russian demands on
If within thy inmost soul there dwells a| China, namely, that no more Mmchn.

rian ports or towns be opened, as a slap

“It is all of Jove for thee, Coqualla,” in the face for the United States, this

' country having proposed the oponing of
Moukden and Takushan as treaty ports.

UNCLE SAM'S NEW ISLANDS.

Some in Southern Philippines Which Have
Never Been Charted.

Washington, April 25.—Official ad-
vices received at the navy départment
from the Philippines record the finding
of a number vi v:luable islands in the
southern part - _he archipelago, which
are not on any of the charts in the pos-
seesion of the government. Bo far as
kuown, no foreign government as yet
has luid clalm to this territory, and to
precinde the presentation of such
claims, Sec¢rétary ‘Moody has taken
steps. 10 have the islands properly]

charted as the property of the United
Statee, after firet having every effort
made to learn if any government has
ground for ¢laim to the new islands.

A naval vessel will probably pe or-
dered to the southern part of the archi-
pelago to prepare the necessary charts.

Cuts Out Butte.

Butte, Mont., April 26.—Acting up-
on instructions from BSuperintendent
McMichael at Minneapolis, Manager
Wild closed the local office of the West-
ern Union telegraph company at mijd-
night and anoounced that business
through the company’s office in this
city would be entirely suspended until
further notice. This order, Manager
Wild stated, applies to all leased wires
leading into Butte. The trouble arises
out of a strike of messenger boys, and
followed an unsuceeseful attempt to de-
liver its meesages yesterday.

Bowen Not Ready to Sign.

Washington, April 26.—The British
ambassador today asked Mr. Bowen to
join the representatives of the allies in
signing a protocol for the settlesient of
the claims to be adjusted by the com-
missions which are to meet in Caracas.
The Venezuelan plenipotentiary, while
resdy to draw np such a convention at
the proper time, declined to do so until
The Hague protocol, providing for the
determination of the question of prefer-
ential treatment, had been duly signed

and sealed,

the public service of llmurh._
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REPORT BY MILES
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,Asked for Several Times, but Secre-
tary Regarded It as Confilential—0Old
Washington, April 20.—~The war de-
partment has made public thst portion
of the report of General Miles which
n{::' t?n misconduct of officers and
80 8 in the Philippines.
Roct bas received several tqm
this report, some of them Irom per-
sons in Boston, who staied that it con-

of the report. The statements made
by General Miles are the result of his
tour of inspection in the Philippines
last autumn and winter.

General Miles’ report on his Philip-
pine obgervations is dated February 19,
1903, and in addreseed to the secretary
of war. [n brief, it states:

That the pnoplo complained of the
administration of the water cure and
that one man was burned to death;
that they were concentrated in towns
and suffered great indignities.

That 600 people were crowded into
one small building and eome of them
were suffocated.

He tells again the story of the killing
of the guides in Cebu, of which Major
uiznn bas bun acquitted by court mar-

He says thm men in Samar were
subjected to the water cure.

He states that Major Gleon and a
party known ab ““Genn’s brigade’’ were
moved from place to place to extort
statements by torture,

He bas annulled all military orders
which seem to encourage cruelty. -
He condemns the eale of rice by the
military authorities to the natives,

In reply to General Miles' report,
Adjutant General Dlﬁl says all the
caees of M have
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Charles H. Robb, of Vermont, Gets the
Vacant Office.

Waskington, April 29.—Charles H.

TRobb, assistant attorney for the de-

partment of justice, has been appointed
assistant attorney general for the post-
office to fill the place vacated by James
N. Tyner, who wae diemissed. Mr.
Robb has assumed the new position.

Mr. Robb, who is from Vermont, is
on leave of absence from the depart-
ment of justice, to which he will return
as soon as the investigation of the post.
office is closed, and the postmaster gen-
eral bas time to choose a permnanent ae-
sistant attorney general.

Postmaster General Payne has grant-
ed Mr. Christiancy an indefinite leave
of absence.

The charges recently formulated by
the Central labor union, of this city,
against the mail eqmpment burean
have been filed.

Mr. Payne today forwarded to Attor-
ney General Knox additional informa-
tion regarding the abstraction of papers
from the assistant attorney general’s
office by Mrs. Tyner last weeek. In
his letter of transmission he says:

‘““l am unable to conclude that no
other papers were taken than those
sabmitted and returned. Inasmruch as
it clearly appears that certain papers
aof the government were taken, and
since, in my opinion, all of the facts
presented tend to show a willful vio-
lation of law, I recommend that the
matter be referred to the United States
attorney for this district, with inetroc.
tions to submit the case to the grand
jury, as decided in our recent inter-
view.”’

Counterfeiters Caught at Posen.

Berlin, April 29.—8even counterfeit-
ers have been. atrested in 8 body at
Posen. ‘the men counterfeited various
coine, the coupons of government bonds
and foreign coine, including those of
the United States. They are said to
have had American connections. Di-
rect inquiry at the court at Posen for
information and details concerning
their American connection brought tl e
teply that the court could not anewer
the query for several days, pending ex-
amination of the prisonners.

Five Burned with Molten Metal.

Lancaster, Pa., April 29.<=By an ex-
piosion of molton metal five men were
horribly burned, two of them probably
 fatally, at Vesta furnace, Marietta,
early today. The men were emrllllﬂl
at the cupola preparatory to a cast,
when the accident occurred, and were
literally showered:-with molten metalg
The accident was caused by a wet pro-

jectile being shot into the cupola.
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