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. His brow grew dark again,
and his hands were clenched.

“Stung Berpent,” he said, “go and sum-
mon your council at once. Summon only
the wise men and the tried warriors, for
we want o women nor children now. Bid
them attend me here.”

Stung Berpent asked no questioms, but
with quick movements, he called up the

soon they were all collected In the place
of council. They knew that something
fmportant had happened, for never were
they thus called together save on oecca-
slons of emergency.

“Warriors of the Natches, listen!" com-
menced the (reat Bun, speaking calmly
and slowly, but with fearful emphasis.
“You know how the white’' men have
abused us—how they have trampled upon
us, and how they have proved recreant
to every trust we have reposed in them.,
But you do not yet know the most wick-
ed thing of all. The white chief has de-
manded the beautiful . village of -the
White-Apple! Ay—he says the great
chlef in the big village away towards the
salt water has demanded it. I told him
he could nmot mean it, but he only laugh-
ed at me, I told him we had lived here
in peace ever since we settled upon the
banks of the mighty river—that our tem-
ple was here, and that here, in the quiet
vale, we had laid away the bodies of our
departed friends. And even at this he
acoffed, and swore he would posagss our
village.”

As the Great Bun sat down, a low mur-
mur ran around the room, and angry ges-
tures marked the movements of the dark
warriors. Stung Serpent started to his
feet, and in a moment all was silent, The
towering chieftain gazed around with a
flashing eye, and when he spoke his volce
was like low thunder.

“Let the -ouls of _!,‘l}lc\:\_lutchu be firm |
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“White Hand,” she said, whea they had
reached the very tree under which the
Great Bun had once before spoken with
the youth, “have you the courage of a
warrior ™

“] have the courage of a man,” he re-
plied, in astonishment. )

“Then can you Keep sn oath?™

“1f it mey be kept with honor.”

‘““The oath which I require may, dbut I
will not ask it of you, f6F your own safety
will hold you. Know, thea, that there
is a plot on feot for the massacre—for
the entire extermination—of every white
man, woman and child in the country.
And mark me—this plot Is deep and well
founded, and it moves on to its consum-
mation as surely as the now absemt sun
moves on towards the morning.”

“All—every one?”’ uttered White Hand,
in alarm.

“Yes. Every tribe has the signal, and
the one fatal day is set. It is to be on

men who were fit for-deep coumsel, tﬂ‘;&t‘iﬂ"'ﬂ-mﬂﬂbh pay thélr tributs

of corn. Every white man is marked,
and unless something be done to thwart
the red men, the terrible blow must fall.”

Touis elasped his hands, for his
thoughts were of his father and of his
sister and of bis friend St. Denis.

“Oan there be no stop to thisT" he
asked. .

“Yea—If you have courage.”

“Then put me to it.” i
“Idsten. I can warn the people a
Natches, but that will not save the oth-
ers. In the temple there is a bundle of
cypress sticks. They are hung by two
thongs of bearskin back of the altar. In
that bundle there are as many sticks as
there are days between now and the fatal
blow; could we remove seven of those
sticks, the Natchez would make a prema-
ture attack. The people at the fort would
be prepared. In other places down the
river, and on the great salt lake, the red
men will mistrust nothing, and while they
walt eagerly for the passing of the next
seven days, the alarm can be spread. Do

you understand?”

“Perfectly,” returned White' Hand.

“And will you do 1t?"

“T will try, even to the death.”

“Good. But let it be soon.”

By different paths the two returned to
the village, Pricked Arm retiring to her
own dwelling, while the youth spent some
time In walking thoughtfully about the
great square. When he at length entered

his own dwelling he found - his - wile

AL

~

i W

“1 was thinking’'of my houte, Cogualla.”
‘I‘hom.mtnmuhlw

there plled up
walnut, from
It was a

walnut wood should be
sased for the sacred fire offthe temple, and

must be carefully removed
White Hand

| took the wood in hie arm and went to the

temple, and when he reached the door, he
Sun of
the Natches, and after some questions
He carried his-offering

ol some of it upon the fire,
Hand had

the youth for awhile,
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Stung Berpent eame In, as was his wont,
He lighted his plpe, and after smoking
for some time in silence, be looked up.
His brow was clouded, and his counter
pance wore a sad, moody expression.

o

own country ™ :

chief’s drift, and
thought, he replied:

“Net under wrong, my father.,”
“1 thought mot. But »
people should come upon

ecrate thelr temples?”
off,” answered the youth, quiekly.

the sword aad gun, eh 7

“Yeu.”

“And put all to death they eould flnd

“No, my father—only such as held out
in resistance.” \

“But have not the French put whole
great villages to the sword, as they call
it, and murdered all?’

With a shudder, the youth answered in
the afirmative. Stung Serpent gased
sharply into Whtie Hand's face, but he
could see no mark of suspicipn there. He
smoked away awhile longer in silence,
and then he arose and left

“What does he mean?” asked Coqualla,
after her father had gone.

“I do not know, unless he desires to
know how much consistency my people
have,” returned White Hand,

“I fear our warriors meditate some re-
venge upon the whites. But you need
not fear, dearest one, for 20 harm shall
come tp you." ’

As the bright-eyed princess thus spoke,
she threw her arms about her husband's
neck. He kissed her, but he dared not
whisper the terrible thing he knew—not
but that he would trust her, but he had
sworn that he would not.

(To be continued.)
Qualified.

“But, mamma,” said the beautiful
Bouth American helress, “do you be-
lteve I will have any trouble In being
recelved In soclety -in- the United
States?"

“I don't see why,” answered her
mother. “You have plenty of money
and’ you can make the bhest of them
look like small change when It comes
to being a daughter of the revolution.”

Followina the Route,
Hammactorre—Yes., [ always take a
short walk after the show,
Mr. Knowsitt—To the next town?—

Baltimore American.
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be|Of other schemes .that
cast | Drought forward by other engineers.

The youth jmagined he saw the old | wa
after a moment's t

“And they would drive them off with | for Montreal.
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BOARD OF ENGINEERS TO MEET AT

Washington, . - -
tive Moody, BeaSRG leaving Vmahiug.
ton, had a final conference with the

members of the

that the Board will meet in Portland
May 11 to conslaer more fully all data
that has recently been collected by
Major Langfitt regarding the portion
M. Mook s A A i8S
Mr, ¥ says t, w t m-
possible to say what the Board will

of one of the reefs at Ten-Mile Rap-
ids, with a view to facilitating steam-
boat navigation up to the lower end

That proposition will be considered
by the Board when it meets. The
Board will probably visit the obstruc-
tions in the river and will determine
for itself The need of blasting on this
reef.. Having viewed the river dur
ing the Summer, the Board at its
coming meeting will have opportunity
to see the stream at the high stage of

to the altar, and one of the priests plac- [the water and form a better idea: of

the volume of water to be controlled.

deposited hia| The Board will make an extraord}
movement was to step | Dary effort to devise a practical plan | taken to lll.bozl:ll and their injuries
towards the back part of the temple and{that can be carried out at a cost pot | dressed..

to wateh, stood and|his original scheme, and
and [some hope that such & plan
Still [eventually be found.
bim, [data that has been collected by Ma-
N, he |Jor Langfitt, the Board will be able

there is
may
In the light of

have heen |
Mr. Moody has urged that If the

Quick- | Harts’ plan in an amended form is
counted | ROt agreed upon, the Board:seriously
ick, | consider the proposition of a conmtin-

if it proves feasible at reason-
able cost, may be accepted, as the ad-
of a continuous canal are
ized by many of the officers.

ENCGINES CRASH HEAD-ON.

Four Are Killed and Two Morp Will Die—
Detalls Meager.

Halifax, N. 8., April 15.—Four per-

sons killed, two fatally hurt, at least

“White Hand,” he said, “are  the |one missing, and severalothers slight-
French a very forbearing people In their |ly Injured is the record of a head-on

collision on the Inter-Collonlal Rall-
which occurred just before mid-
last night near Windsor Juné-
tion, 17 miles from Halfax. . -

. The poles and telegraph line along

another | the roadside were wrecked, and this
soil, seize | Ccity was cut off from commuanication
the homes of thelr subjects, steal thelr | With the outside world for hours.
cattle,, rob them of their rights and des-| The trains in collision

were the

Canadian Pacific Raillway express

“Then the French would drive them |from Montreal and Boston for Hall-

fax, and a fast freight from Halifax
The conductor and
driver of the freight had orders to
take the siding at Windsor Junction
and let the express cross, but, for
some unknown reason, Driver Cope-
land, of the freight, ran past the
Junction on the main line and met
the express two miles beyond.

It is thought that Copeland may
have lost control of his train, which
was made up of 76 cars. The freight
was running 26 miles an hour, and
the express, which was two hours
late, was traveling about 45 miles an
hour. Both trains were hauled by
new and powerful locomotives, and
they crashed together on a level plece
of road skirting a lake,

Proposed Treaty With Cuba.

Havana, April 15.—Minister Squires
today outlines to President Palma and
Forelgn Secretairy Haldo the detalls
of the permanent treaty between Cuba
and the United States In accordance
wth the proposition prepared at

ashington. The naval stations
agreement, the ratification of which
is now pending in the Senate, will not
be reopened, but it is understood that
ownership of the stations Is covered
in the treaty, in addition to the Isle
of Pinea and the Platt amendment
features.: There I8 no doubt: that a
permanent treaty will be concluded
soon.

Coal Mine Explosion.

Kansas City, April 156.—A special
to the Journal from South McAlister,
I. T, says: Five men were killed and
two severely burned today by a gas
explosion in Mine 77 of the Kansas &
Texas Coal Company at Carbon, 1. T.
The cause of the explosion {8 un-
known. Seventy-five men were in the
mine, but all escaped Injury except
the reven who were working in the

chamber where the explosion oc-
curred. '
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The new counsel appcinted for the
United Biates are ex to work
up the case at Washington, and depend
mainly upon the literal interpretation
of the text of the treaty and especially
upon the words ** or sinnosi-
ties of the coast’ in determining the
method of measuring ten marine

New Orleans, April 11.—Hope of
closing the Hymelia crevasse was prac-
tiealiy abandoned today. All day a
terriffic current swept around the brok-
en ends of the eribbing and through the
great 700-foot gap in the levee, under-
mining the light piling which it had
taken 13 days and nights to build,

A delegation from the crevasse com-
miesion came to the city early today
and made s purchase of piling, which
will be sent forward tcmorrow. It 1s
considered, however, that not
chance in & thousand to close the cre-
vasee remaine. levee board has
practically the end of ita re-
sources, and planters are calling away
their hande in rrder to build protecting
levees about their places.

Bullets for Moorish Fanatics.

Madrid, April 11.—A dispatch from
Melilla, Moroecco, gives details of the
fighting at Frajala. It saysthat 5,000
insurgents made a desperate attack on
the fortress of Frajala April 9. After
the customary prayers the tribesmen
advanced with a wild rush, to the ac-
companiment of religious exhortatione.
Twice they attempted to carry the fort-
ress by assanlt, but were repulsed by
well diected fusillades, which killed
numbers of the insurgents. During the
attack the powder supply of the tribees
men exploded, killing many of them.

Passed Anti-Strike BillL
The Hague, April 11.—The second
chamber of the Netherlande parliament
today adopted the anti-strike bill by 81
to 14. The Bocialists and Liberal
Democrats voted with the minority.
The punishment clause of the bill was
adopted, 78 to 15. The chamber aleso’
authorized the formation of the pro-
posed military railroad brigade to work

on the railroads during strikes and ad-
journed sine die. ;
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