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OF INTEREST TO OUR MANY READERS

Comprehensive Review of the Important Hape
penings of the Past Week ina
Condensed Form.

Consul-General Stowe says the Boer
war is pearly ended,

Kruger's mission to Europe was frus- |

trated by the Kaiser.

Nine men were killed in & train
wreck near Suisun, Cal,

Thé Isthmian canal
recommends the Nicaragua route.

Senator Fairbanks, of Indiana, in-
groduced a bill to admit Oklahoma us &
state, with two representatives,

A report comes from Queen Charlotte
island that the Indians there are short
of food,
to.

It is reasserted in Tien Tsin that the
Germans lost 20 killed and many
wounded west of Pao Ting Fu, whee
they were attucked by 2,500 Boxers.

Congressman Driggs introduced a
resolation in the house requiring the
secretary of war to investigate the
practice of “'hazing™ at West ['oint,

Sepator Pettigrew introduced a reso-
lation in the senate ecalling upon the
postmaster-general to send to the senate
any information he may bhave in his
poesession concerning postal frands in
Cuba,

Tavrg Wang Huang, author of the
outrages upon the Pao Ting Fu mission-
aries, was paraded through the streets
of Tien Tsin in a cart under
German guard, previous to heing hand-
ed over to the provisional governmennt
tor decapitation.

The state of Lonisiana established a

quarantioe st«tion at El Paso, Texas,
to guard against the possible introduc-
tion of bubonic plague into that state
from the far East by way of the Pacific
coast. The Louisiana health office
will work in copjunction with the
Texas inspectors,

Frank Hawley, an American electrie
promoter, is now in London in the in-
terest of un Anerican syndicate, Mr,
Hawley says the capitalists he repre-
sents are ready to spend no less than
£4,000,000 in the construction of elecs
tric sarface roads in Lon lon and to the
suburbs to a radivus of 30 miles. Not
a penny - of British capital will be
asked. He expresses himself as confi-
dent that the underiakivg will Le a
financial success,

Major Wood, commanding the Cana-
dian mounted police in the Yukon ter-
ritory, who collects the royalties on
gold, reports vhe collections this year
on the Klondike output as amounting
to nearly $900,000, about $100,000
more than was received last year, Ten
per cent of the gold mined is supposed
to be paid to the government, which
wounld indicate the Klondike output for
the season to have been ouly #9,000-
000, but the general estimate has placed
it at nearly $20,000,000,

Salem, Or., re-elected its reform mu-
nicipal officers.

The ship eubsidy bill will displace
the Philippine bill.

Kruger wept at Emperor William's
refusal to meet him.

Five men were killed hy the hluu-ingi

up of a power house in Chicago.

The short session of the Fifty-sixth
congress was successfully opened.

Colorado game wardens arrested 14
Mormons who had killed 30 deer.

Robbers blew uop a Silverton, Or.,,
bank, but failed to get at the cash,

A strange woman is exciting the Pa-
pago Indians to be guided by their
dreams.

Congressman Lacey and Senator Tel-
ler are in favor of offering homes to the
Boers,

Oscar L. Pooze, a West Point cadet,
is dving from the effects of a burning
drink given him by bazers.

A dronken man was killed and his
body derailed a heavy locomotive on
the O, R. & N., near Hood River, Ore-
gon.

Rev. William Howard Day, D. D,
general secretary of the A, M. E. Sec-
ond church, di d at Harrisburg, Pa.,
aged 73 vears.

Rev Patrick Feehan, archbishop of
the Catholic archdiocese of Chicago,
will retire [rom the active manage-
ment of his office with the close of the
present year,

General W. L. White, ex-quarter-
master-general of the Michigan Na-
tional guard, pleaded guilty to complic-
ity in state miliatry clothing irands,
and was sentenced to 10 years in prison.

John Baines, a constalile, was mur-
dered at Dullas, Tex., by burning. His
clothing had been saturated with tur-
pentine and ignited. [oth eyves were
burned vat., Jobn Chapman and Ed
Faulkner, enloon keepers, wers arrest-
ed, charged with the murder.

A correspondent of Santiago de Cnbha
says the pativea there are becuming
adepts in the American game of base-
ball. Havans may yet bid for a place
in the National leagde.

A celebrated Enigish physiciin says
that he has found that warts can be
ecured by revaccimaton. He revacci-
nated a girl of 15 who had 94 warts on
one hand, and scven weeks after the
operation the warts had all disappesr-
od. Many other remedies had been
tried in vain.

commission |

Their wants will be atteuded |

A strong

} LATER NEWS.
|

Germans are still excited over the
Kruger incident.

Japan is much disturbed by Tokio
municipal scandals,

The Oregon school fund losses an

average of $40,000 & vear,
| 1he river and harbor committee is
cutting down all estimates,
The Philippines commission has pre-
pared a taniff for the islanls.
The execution of Ya Hsien is cer-
tain whenever envoys demand it,

The Chioese question is again said
' 80 be approaching a settlement.

Fifty-two Filipino prisoners have
been taken by American troops.
Eulogies were pronounced in the

house on the late Hepresentative Har-
mex,

Russia says all credit for securing
existing entente belongs to United
States.

Jobannesburg wlil be fenced around
with barb wire to cut off Boers' 100d
supply.

United States Consul Goodnow, at
Shanghai, will return home on leave of
absence.

Netherlands disavows responsibility
for sympathetic letter of minister to
Kruger.

Senate will devote the present week
s0 [lay-Pauncefote treaty and ship
subsidy bill, '

The naval appropiration bill will
provide for two more battleships and
two oruisera.

Delegate Wilcox, of Hawaii, strong-
Iy opposes importation of negro labor
into the islands.

Envoys take removal of General
Tung Fu Hseiang to mean that govern-
ment desires peace.

Establishment of ship subsidy bill
as regular order will displace Nicara-
gua canal measure,

Bills for the reduction of war reve-
noe tax and legislative appropriations
will likely pass the house this week,

Robert W. Wilcox, Hawaii's dele-
gate-elect to congress, has arrived in
San Francisco, enroute to Washington.

| Kroger was officially received by
Queen Wilhelmina, The queen hae
promised to show ber friendship when
the proper moment arrives.

A railway bridge collapsed in Ger-
many, letting an express train plunge
into the stream below, IFive persons
were killed and eight badly injured.

S8ix hundred telegraph operators on
the Atchison, Topeka & Saunta Fe,
bave walked out in sympathy with the
operators on the Gulf, Colorado &
Santa Fe road.

The ministers at Pekin have reached
An agreement.

The new war revenue bill will reduce
saxation $40,000,848,

The pension roll for the coming year
will call for $142,000,000,

The governor of Shanghai
executed 80 Boxer leaders,

publicly

Sceretary Gage's estimate for govern-
ment expense is $626,741,702,

George von L. Meyer, of Boston, will
be appointed ambassador to Italy.

Charles A, Towne accepted the ap-
pointment of senator from Minnesota,

| MeCall made a sensational speech in
| the honse against holding the Philip-
pines.

A small American force 1outed a
band of rebels at Santo Domingo,
Luzon,

Contract for erection of Salem, Or,,
postoffice has been awarded to & Chi-
cago firm.

In a street duel in a4 West Virginia
town a minister was killed by a prom-
inent lawyer.

It is estimated that taxable valuation
of Oregun for 1900 will be about $2,-
000,000 less than in 1500,

Fire in the Cambridge, Ohio, works
of the American Tinplate Company,
cansed a loss on finished tin alone of
between $175,000 and $200,000.

John Luke Helv-Hutchinson, fifth
exrl of Donoghmore, st one time assist-
ant commissioner in Eastern Rou-
mania, died of paralysis, in London,

Robhers raided the office of the West-
ern Lomber Company in Portland, Or.,
just before the employes wera ready to
receive their November wages in coin,
and secured $4,700.

At New York, the Fasig-Tipton Com-
pany closed the most successful anction
sale of trotting and pacing horses in its
history. The proceeds of the sale were
$852, 180 for 702 horses, an average of
about $500 a head.

Fire in the npper storeroom of Hay-
wood Bros. and the Wakefield Hattan
Company at Poston, cansed a loss of
$150,000, of which 75,000 was to the
wock and bailding of Haywood PBros.,
and the Wakefield Company and the
rest to the building adjoining.

A serious cave-in occurred at the
Ray Aug. mine, near Dunore, Pa.
Fifty-one men weére eniombed. The
rescuing party, after nearly three hours’
hard work, sooccesded in digging into
the chamber in which the men were
entombed All were rescued, not one
being seriously injured.

The last enomeration shows a large
falling off in the number of book
agents, which in itself is a good argu-
ment in favor of taking the censue
svery five instead of every 10 years,

The Connecticut woman who has
smed a physician becanse he changed
per complexion from that of a blond to
s brunette really ought to have a little
patiecce. The bronette will be in
lashion again before long, and then she
will be glad of the change. But wo-
nan always was an impulsive creasure, |

ITHINLEY'S MESSAGE

Recommendations for Civil Gov-
ernment in the Philippines.

REVIEW OF THE CHINESE QUESTION

The History of a Year—The West Indies—

Operations of the Departments— Other
Foreign Questions.

WASHINGION, Dec, 3L—president Mco-

Kinley's message went to Congress Lo-
day. It follows: |
To the Benate and House of Representa-

tives: |

With the outgoing of the old and the |
fncoming of the new century you begln
the last sessjon of the 6th Congress, wilh
evidences on every hand of Individual and
Natlonal prosperity and with proof of the
growing strength and increasing power |
for good of Republican institutions. Your
countrymen will join with you In fe-
lfcitation that American liberty ls more
firmly established than ever before, and
that love for it and the determination
preserve it are more universal than
any former perliod of our history.

The Roepublic was never so strong, be-
causé never so strongly entrenched In
the hearts of the people as now. The|
Constitution, with few amendments, exists
as It left the hands of its authors, The
additions which have been made to 't
prociaim larger fresdom and more ex-|
teuded citizenship. Popular government
has demonstrated in its 124 years of trial |
here Its stability and security and (s
efficiency as the best Instrument of Na- |
tional development and the best safe- |
guard to human rights,

When the sixth Congress assembled,
November, 1800, the population of
United States was 5,308.483; It |Ia

i#. Then we had 16 states;
¢ 45 Then our territory consisted

1,060 square miles; it Is now 8,846,550
square miles Education, religlon and
morality have kept pace with our ad-
vancement in other directions, and, wnlle
extending Its power, the Government has
adhered to its foundation principles and
abated none of them In deallng with our
new peoples and possessions. A Natlon
0 preserved and blest gives reverent
thanks to Gou and invokes his zuidance
and the continuance of his care and favor,

CHINESE PROBLEM.

Canunes That Led Up to the Recent
Troublens,

In our forelgn Intercourse the domi-
nant question has been the treatment of
the Chinese problem. Apart from this
our relations with the powers have been
happy.

The recent troubles In China spring
from the anti-forelgn agitation which for
the past three years has galned strength
in the northern provinces., Thelr orlgln!
lles deep In the character of the Chi- |
nese races and In the traditlons of their |
government. The Tal Plng rebellion and |
the opening of Chinese ports o forelgn
trade and settlement disturbed allke the
homogenelty . nd the seclusion of China.

Meanwhlle forelgn activity made lisell
felt in all quarters, not alone on the
coast, but along the great rivers, arterles |
and in the remoter districts, earrying new |
ldeas and introducing new assoclatlions
among a primitive people which had pur-
sued for centuries a national polley of
I=olation.

The telegraph and the rallway spread-
Ing over their land, the steamers plying
on their waterways, the merchant and
the misslonary penetrating yvear by year
farther to the interior, became to the
Chinese mind types of an allen invasion,
changing the course of thelr national life
and fraught with vague forebodings of |
disaster to their beliefs and thelr self-
eontrol,

For several vears before the present
troubles ull the resources of forelgn di-
plomaey, backed by moral demonstra- |
tions of the physical force of fleets and
arms, have leen needed to secure due
respect for the treaty rights of forelgn-
ers, and to obtaln satisfaction from the
responsible authorities for the sporadic
outrages upon the persons and properiy
of unoffend’'ng sojourners, which from |
time to tim: occurred at widely sep- |
arated points .n the northern provinces,
as in the case of the outbreaks In Bze
Chuen and Shan Tung.

Posting of antl-foreign placards be-
came a dslly oceurrence, which the re-
peated probation of the Imperial power
falled to check or punish. These Inflam-
matory appeals to the Ignorance and
superstition of the masses, mendaclous
and absurd in their accusations, and
deeply hostile In thelr spirit, eould not
but work culminative harm. They almed
at no particular class of forelgners; they
were Impartial in attacking everything
forelgn. An outbreak in 8han Tung, 'n
which German missionaries were slain,
was the too natural result of the malevo. |
lent teachings The posting of seditious
placards. exhorting to the utter destrue-
tion of forelgners and of every foreign
thing continued unrebuked. Hostile
demonstrations toward the stranger
gained strength by organization,

The Boxer Agltation.

The sect commonly styled the Boxers
developed greatly in the provinces north
of the Yangt e, and with collusion of
many notable sMelals, Including some in
the Immediate eouncils of the throne itself,
beenmenlarmirgly aggressive. Noforeign-
er's life, outside ¢f the protected treaty |
ports, was safe. No forelgn Interest was
secure from spollation.

to
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The diplomatic representatives of tune
powers In Pekin strove in vain 1o check
thi= movement'. Protest was followed by

demand, and demand by renewed protest,
to be met with perfunctory edicts from

the patace and evasive and futlle assur-
ances from the Tsung Il Yamun. T'he
eircle of the Boxer Iinfluence narrowed
about Pekin, and, while nominally sig-
matized as seditivas, 1t was felt that i's

it pervaded the” capital It=elf, that
t imperial forces were Imbued with its
docirines, and that the Immedinte coun.

selors of the Empress Dowager were In
full sympathy with the anti-foreign
movem«nt

The increas ng gravity of the eondt-
tikns In China, and the Imminence of
peril to our own diversified Interests 'n
the smpire, as well as to those of all
the other treaty governments, were soon
approciated by this Government, causing
pr 1 solicituds, The United Btates,
from the earilest days of foreign inter-
course with China, has followed a policy
of peace omitting no occaslonn W les
tiry : to further the extens'nsn

& to respeel the poverelign-

tnment. and to Insure, by

and kindly, but earn-

et ns. the fullest measurs of pro-
Lie for the ¢f and property of our

aw-abiding citizers and for the exer-
ime {f thelr b neficent callings among
he ¢ peop e

M of th It was felt to be ap-
r ste L) nt iIr  purg s should be
need In faver of such a courms

i t'n uniied action of the

wers ot | 1 to pramote the admin
riforms go greally needad for

¥ the Imperial government

r g the Int grity of Chine,

we bellived the whole Waest-

i to be alke concerped To

1 ured to be addressed tn
he several powers occupying urﬂml

| Ingness and

| Boxers,

| sympathles,

| clent

and maintalning epherces of Influence !n
China the circular proposals of 1889, in-
viting from them declarations of their
intentions and views as to desirability
of the adoption of measures Insuring the
benefits of equality of treatment of all
foreigners throughout China

With gratifying unanimity, the re-
sponses colnclded in thls common policy,
enabling me to see In the successful ter-
mination of these negotiations proof of
the friendly spirit which animuates the

various powers interested in the untram-
meled development of commerce and In-
dustry in the Chinese Empire as a source
of vast benefit to the whole commercial
world.

Powers Acted In Concert,

In this conclusion, which 1 had the
gratification to announce as a completed
engagement to the Interested powers
March 20, 1900, 1 hopefully discern a po-

tential factor for the abatement of the
distrust of forelgn purposes, which for
a year past had appeared to inspire the
policy of the imperial government, and
for the effective exertion by It of power
and awthority to quell the eritical and

forelgn movement in the northern prov-
Inces most Immedlately influenced by the
Manchu sentiment,

Seeking to testify confidence In the will.
ability «f the Imperial ad-
minlstration to redress the wrongs and
prevent the evils we suffered and feared,
the marine guard, which had been sent
to Pekin in the Autumn of 1588 for the
protection of the Legatlon, was with-
drawn at the earllest practicable moment,
and all pending questions were remitted,
as far as wo were concerned, to the or-
dinary resorts of diplomatie Intercourse,

The Chincse Government proved, hows-
ever, unable to check the rising strength
of the Boxers and appeared to be a prey
to Internal dissensions. In the uncguali
contest, the antl-forelgn Influences moon
gained the ascendancy, under the leader-
ship of Prince Tuan. Organized armies of
with which the Imperial forces
afMillated, held the country between Pekin
and the coast, penetrated Into Manchuria
up to the Russian border and through
thelr emissarles threatened a llke rise
throughout Northern China. Attacks upon

forelgners, destruction of property and
dlaughter of native converts were re-
ported from all sldes. The Tsung Il |

Yamun, already permeated with hostlle
eould make no effective re-
sponse to the appeals of the Legatlons.

At this eritleal juncture, In the early
Spring of the year, u proposal wis mude
by the other powers that a combined
fleet be assembled In Chinese waters as a
moral demonstration, under cover of
which to exaet of the Chinese Govern-

ment respect for foreign treaty rights and |

the suppresslon of the Boxers. ‘I'he
United Biates, while not participating In
the joint demonstration, promptly sent
from the Phillppines all ships that could
be spared for service on the CUhlnese
coast. A s=mall force of marines was
landed at Taku and sent to Pekin for the
protection of the American Legation,
Other powers took similar setion until

| some 40 men were assembled Im the capi-

tal as legatlon gunrds,

Still the peril Increased. The I‘rg:lllnnsi

reported the development of the seditious
movenent in Pekin and the need of in-
creased provision for defense against It

Taking of Taku Forts.

While preparations were ln progress for
& larger expedition to strengthen the
legation guaids and keep the rallway
open, an sitempt of the forelgn shipa to
make a landing at Taku was met by
fire from the Chinese forts. The forts
were thereupon gh lled by the forelgn ves-
sels, the Ameriean Admiral taking no
part In the attmck, on ithe ground that
we were not at war with China, and that
a hostile demonstration might consolldate
the antl-forelgn elements and strengthen
the Boxers to oppose the relleving col-
umn. Two days later, the Taku forts
were captured after a s=angulnary con-
flict  Beverance of communication with
Pekin followed, and a combined force of
additlonal guards, which was advancing
to Pekin by the Pei Ho, was checked nt

Lang Fang. The lsolation of the Lega-
tions was complete,

By June 9, the Legations were cut off.
An ldentical note from the Yamun or-

dered each Minlster to leave Pekin, und r
a promised escort, within 2 hours. To
gain time, they replied asking pralongn.
tion of the time, which was afterward
granted, and requesting an Interview with
the Tsung Il Yamun on the following
day. No reply belng recelved, on the
morning of the 20th the German Minister,
Baron von Ketteler, set out for the Ya-
mun to obtiln a response, and on the
way was murdered. An attempt by the
legation guard to recover his body was
folled by the Chinese.

Pekin Legations Attacked.

Armed forces turned out against the
Legations. Thelr quarters were surround.
| ed and attacked. The m!ssion compounds
wore abandoned, thelr I(nmates taking

refuge In the British legation, where all
the other Legations and guards gathered
for more effective defense. Four hundred
persons were crowded In Its narrow com-
pass, Two thousand native converls w.re
assembled In a near-by place under pro-
tection of the foredgners. Lines of defense
were strengthened, trenches dug, barrl-
cades ralsed and preparations made to
stand a siege, which at once began.

With the negotiation of the partial
armistice of July 14, a proceeding which
wis Ocubtless promoled by the represen-
tations of the Chinese envoy In Wash-
ingion, the way was opened for the con-
veyance to Mr. Conger of a test message
sent by the Secretary of State through
the kind offices of Minister Wu Ting
Fang. Mr, Conger's reply, dispatched from
Pekin on July 18 through the same chan-
nel, afforded to the outside world the
first tidings that the Inmates of the lo-
gatlous were allve and hoping for succor,
This news stimulated the preparations for
& joint relief expedition, In numbers suffi.
to overcome the resisiance which
for a month had been organizing between
Taku and the eapital Relnforcements
sent by all the co-operating governments
were constantly arriving. The United
States contingent, hastlly assembled from

the Philippineas or Jdispatched from this
ecountrv, amounted to some B0 men, un-
der the able command of the lamented

Colonel liscum and afterwards of Gen-
eral Chaffee.
MRencune of Legniloners.

Toward the end of July the movement

began. A severe conflict followed at Tien
Tain, In which Colonel Liscum was killed
The city was stormed and partly de
stroyed. Ita eapture afforded the base
of operations from which to make the
final advance, which began In the first
days of Augus®, the expedition being
made up of J# e nese, Russian, British
and American troops al the outset, An-
other battle was fought and won at
Yong Tean. Thereaflier, the disheartened

Chinese troops offered llttle show of re-
sistance A few days later, the impor-
tant posttion of To 51 Wo was taken. A
rapld march brought the united forces to
the populous City of Tung Chow, which
capitulated without a contest
On August 4, the capital was reached,
After a brief conflict beneath the walls,
the rellef column entered and the Lega.-
tions were saved., The United States
soldlers, sailors and marines, ofMcers and
men alike, in those distant climes and
ynusual surroundings, showed the same
valor, discipline and good conduct and
gave proof of the same high degree of In-
telligence and efficlency which have dis-
tinguished them In #very smergency
The imperial family and the govern.
ment had fled & few daye before. The
eity was without visible eomtrol. The
remaining Imperial soldlery had made,
on the night of the 1%th, & last attempt
to exterm.nate the besleged, which was
gallantly repelled. It feil to the cccupy-
ing forces to restore order and organize
a provisional administration,
The Russian Proposition,

The Hussian proposition looking to the

vestoration ef the Imperial power In Pe—T
tin has been accepted as In full con-|
onance with our own desiresa, for we!
thave held and hold that effective repara- |
"tlon for wrongs suffered and an endur-
Ing settlement that will make their re-|
currence impossible can best be brought|
about under an authority which the Chi-|

| nese Nation reverences and obeys. While |
so dolng we forego no jot of our un-!
doubted right to exact exemplary and de-|
terrent punishment of the responsible
autnors and abettors of the eriminal acts
whereby we and other nations have suf.
fered grievous injury. .

For the real culprits, the evll coun-!

wg2 who have misled the imperial
I}J‘.nl;;nu-n: and diverted the soverelgn au-|
thority to thelr own gullty ends, full ex-|
plation becomes imperative within the
| rational Hmits of retributive justice. Re-
| garding this as the initial condition of
|an acceptable settlement between China
and the powers, I sald In my message
of October 18 to the Chinese Emperor:
“1 trust that negotlations may begin so
| soon as we and the other offended gov-
ernments shall be effectively satisfied of
| Your Majesty's abliity and power to
'treat with just sternness the principal
offenders who are doubly culpable, not
alone toward the forelgners but toward
Your Majesty, under whose rule the pur-
pose of China to dwell In concord with
| the world has hitherto found expression
in the welcome and protection assured to!
strangers."”
Taking as a point of departure the

imperial ediet appointing Earl 14|
Hung Chang and Prince Ching
plenlpotentiaries to arrange & set-

tlement, and the edict of September
%5, whereby certain high officlals were des-
lgnated for punishment, this Government
has moved In concert with the other
powers toward the opening of negotia-
tions which Mr. Conger, asslated by Mr.
Rockhlll, has been authorized to conduct
on behalf of the United States,
General bases of negotlations, formu-
lated by the Government of the French
Republie, have been accepted with cer-|
tain reservations as to detalls, made
necesshiry by our own clreumstances and
by like similar reservations by other
powers open to discusslon in the prog-
| ress of the negotlations. The disposition
| of the Emperor's Government to admit
| Hability for wrongs done to forelgn gov-|
ernments and thelr citizens and to act
upon such additional designation of the‘
gullty persons as the forelgn Ministers |
|at Pekin may be In a position to make|
| glves hope of a complete settlement of |
|r||.l quesilons Involved, assuring forelgn |
| rights of residence and Intercourse o»
| terms of equality for all the world

I regard as one of the essentlal factors

of a durable adjustment the securement
of adequnte guarantees for lberty of
| falth, since insecurity of those natives

who may embrace allen ecreeds Is scarce- |
ly a less effectual assan!t upon the
rights of foreign worship and teaching
| than would be the direct Invasion thereof, |

Matter of Indemnity. |
The matter of Indemnity for our,
wronged cltizens s a question of grave
concern Measured In money alone, a!
sufficlent reparation may prove to be be- |
| yond the ability of China to meet. All
! the powers concur in emphatic disclaim-
|ers of any purpose of aggrandizement
through the dismemberment of the em.
Ipire. 1 am disposed to think that due|
compensation may be made In part by
Increased guarantees of security for for-
lelgn rights and Immunities, and most
| important of all, by the opening of China
| to the equal commerce of all the world,
| These views have been and will be earn-
estly advocated by our representatives.
The Government of Itussia has put for-
wird a suggestion that In the event of a
protracted divergence of views In regard
to Indemnities, the matter may be rele-
| gnted to the court of arbitration at The
Hague, I favorably Incline to this, be-
lleving that high tribunal could not fall
to reach a solution no leas conduclve to
the stabllity and enlarged prosperity of
China iteelf than immediately beneficlal
to the powers,

OTHER FOREIGN RELATIONS,

Relntions With Germany,

Good will prevalls in our relations with
the German Empire. An amicable adjust.
ment of the long pending question of the
admlission of our lfe Insurance ecompa-
nies to do business In Prussia has been
reached. One of the principal cdmpanies
has already been rendmitied, and the way
lr opened for the others to share the priv-

| llege,

The settlement of the Samoan problem,
to which I adverted In my last message,
has accomplished good results. Peace and

| contentment prevall In the islands, espe-
clally In Tutulla, where a convenlent ad-
minlstration that has won the confldence
and esteem of the kindly-disposed natives
hns been organized under the direction
of the commander of the Unlted States
naval statlon at Pango Pango,

An imperial meat Inspeetion law been
enacted for Germany. While It may sim-
plify the Inapections, It prohibits certain

| products heretofore admitted. There Is
stlll great uncertainty as to whether our
| well-nigh extinguished German trade In
meat products can revive under Its new
burdens. Much will depend upon regula-
tions not yet promulgated, which we con-
fidently hope will be free from the dis-
criminations which attended the enforce.
ment of the old statutes,

| The remalning link In the new line of
direct lelegraphic communication between
the United Btates and the German Em-
pire has recently been completed, afford-
ing n gratifylng occaslon for exchange of
friendly congretulations with the German
Emperor,

The Boer War.

Our friendly relations with Great Brit.
aln continue, The war In Bouth Africa
introduced important questions. A condi-
tlon unusanl in International wars was
presented In that while ona belligerent
had control of the seas, the other had
no ports, shipping or direct trade, but
was only accessible through the territory
of & neutral. Vexatlous questlons arose
through Great Britaln's action In respect

|eupation of Sibutu and Cagayan,

to neutral cargoes not contraband in
thelr own nature, shipped to Portuguese
Bouth Afriea, on the score of probable or
suspected ultimate destination o the
Boer states. Such consignments in Brit-
ish ships, by which alone direct trade Is
kept up between our ports and South |
Africa, were selzged In application of a
law prohibiting Briush vessels from trad-
ing with an enemy without regard to any
contraband character of the goods, while
cargoes shipped to Delagoa Bay in neutral
bottoms were arrested on the ground af
alleged destination to the enemy's coun-
try. Appropriate representation en ous
part resulted In the British Government
agresing to purchase outright all such
goods shown to be the actual property of
American cltizena, thus closing the incl-
dent to the satisfaction of the Immediate-
Iy Interested parties, although unfortu-
nately without a broad settlement of the
question of a neutral's right to send
goods not contrband per se to a nsulral
port adjacent to a belligerent area.
Alaskn Boundary.

The work of marking certain provis-
lonal boundary points for convenlence of |
administration around the head of Lynn
Canal, In accordance with the temporary |
arrangement of Oectober, 1589, was m‘|
pleted by a joint survey In July last. The |
modus vivendl has so far worked without
friction and the Dominlon Government
has provided rules and regulations for
securing to our cltizens the beneAt of the
reciprocal stipuiation that the cltisens or
stubjects of elther power found by that
arrangement within the temporary juris-
diction of the other shall suffer no di-
m!nution of rights and privileges they
have hitherto enjoyed., But, however
necessary such an expedient may have

not be suffered to delay the speedy lm![
complete establishment of the frontler
line to which we are entitled urier the |
Russo-American treaty for the cession of |
Alaska,

In this relation, I may refer again to
the need of definitely marking the Alas-
kan boundary where It follows the l4ist
meridian, A conventlon to that end has
been before the Senate for some Lwo
years, but as no action has been taken, 1
contemplate negotiating a new convention
for & joint determination of the merldian
by hellocentria observations. These, asit
is belleved will glve more accurate and |
unquestionable resulta than the sidereal
methods heretofore Independently fol-
lowed, which, as is known, proved dis-
erepant at several polnts on the line, al.
though not varying at any place more
than 70 feet.

International Arbitration,

It 1s with satisfaction that [ am able
to announce the formal notification at
The Hague, on September 4, of the depons-
it of ratifications of the conventlon for
the pacific settlement of the Internations!
disputes by 16 powers, namely, the United
States, Austria, Belgium, Denmark. Eng-
land, France, Germany, Italy, Persla,
Portugal, Roumania, Russia, Biam, Spain,
Sweden and Norway and The Nether
landa, Japap also has since ratified the
conventlion, The adminlstrative councll
of the permanent court of arbltratlon has
been organized, and it has adopted rules |
or order and a constitution for the In-l'
ternational Arbltration Bureau. In ac-
cordance with artlele 23 of the conventlon
providing for the appointment by each
slgnatory power of personsa of known
competency In questions of International |
law as arbitrators I have appolnted as
members of this court, Hon, Benjamin |
Harrison, of Indiana, ex-President of the |
United States; Hon. Melville W, Fuiler,
of Illlnols, Chlef Justlce of the United
States; John W. Griggs, of New Jersey.
Attorney-General of the United States,
and Hon. George Gray, of Delaware, a
Judge of the Circult Court of the United
Btates.

The Niearagua Canal,

The Important matter of an Interoceanle
cana! has assumed a new phase. Ad-
hering to Its refusal to reopen the question
of the forfeiture of the contract of the
Maritime Canal Company, which was
terminated for alleged nonexecution In
October, 1809, the Government of Nicara-
gua has since supplemented that actlon
by declaring the so-styled Eyre-Cragin
option vold for nonpayment of the stipu-
lated advance., Protests In relatlon to
these acts have been filed In the State
Department. and are under consideration,
Deeming 1tself relleved from exlsting en-
gagements, the Nicaragua Governmoeat
shows a disposition to deal freely with
the canal question, elther In the way of
negotintions with the United States or by
taking measures to promote the water-
way. Overtures for a conventlon to effect
the bullding of a eanal under the ausplces
of the United States are under considera-
tion. In the meantime, the views of Con-
gress upon the subject In the light ot
the report of the committes appointed to
examine the comparative merits of the
various trans-isthmian ship canal proj-
ects may be awalted,

1 commend to the early attention of
the Benate the convention with Great
Britain to facllitate the construction of
such a eanal, and to remove any objec-
tlon whi-h might arise out of the conven-
tion commonly called the Clayton-Bul-
wer treaty,

Relatlons With Spain.

Satisfactory progress has been made
toward the conclusion of a general treaty
of friendsbip and intercourse with Spain
in replacement of the old treaty, which
passed Into aboyance by reason of the
Inte war., A new conventlon of extradis
tlon Is appronching completion, and 1
would be much pleased were & commer-
clal arrangement to follow. I feel that
we should not suffer to pass an oppor-
tunity to reaffirm the cordial tles that
existed between us and Spaln from the
time of our earllest Independence, and to
enhance the mutual benefits of that com.
merclal Intercourse which s natural be-
tween the two countries,

By the terms of the treaty of pence,
the line bounding the ceded Phllippine
group on the southwest falled to Include
several small islands lylng west of the
Bulus, which have always beei. T=cog-
nized as under Spanish control. The oe-
Bulu,
by our naval forces ellclted a clalm on
the part of Spaln, the essentlal equity
of which could not be galnsald. In order
to cure the defect of the treaty by ro-
moving all possible ground of future mis-
understanding respecting the Interpreta-
tion of its third article, I directed the
negotiation of a supplementary treaty,
which will be forthwith lald oefore the
SBenate, whereby Spaln qulits all title and
cluim of title to the Islands named, as
well as to any and all Islands belonging
to the Phillppine Archipelago lylng out-
glde the lines described In sald third nr-
ticle, and agrees that all such Islands
ghall be comprehended In the cession of
the archipelago as fully as If they had
been expressly Included within those lines.
In consideration of this cesslon the United
States 18 to pay Bpaln the sum of §100,000,

A blll Is now pending to effect the rec-
ommendation made In my last annual
message, that appropriate legislation be
had to earry into execution article §
of the treaty of peace with Spain, by
which the Unlted States assumed the
payment of certain claims for Indem-
nity of its ecltizens against Spain. [ ask
that action be taken to fulfill this obil-
gatlon,

CONDITIONS IN PHILIPPINES.

Recommendations for a Clivil Gov-
ernment for the Islands,

In my last annual message I dwelt at
some length upon the condition of af-
falrs In the Philippines, While secking

— ——
them.

By the Spring of thls year the effective
opposition of the dissatisfied Tagals t0
the authority of the United States was
virtually enaed, thus opening the door
for the extenslon of a stuble administra-
tion over much of the territory of the
archipelago Desiring to bring this about,
1 appointed In march last a elvil com-
mission, composed of the Hon. Willlam
H. Taft, of Ohlo; Professor Dean C.
Worcester, of Michigan: Hon. Luke BE.
Wright, ot Tennessee; Hon. Henry C.
Ide, of Vermont, and Professor Bernard
Moses, of California, The aims of their
mission and “he scope of thelr authority
are clearly set forth In Instructions of
April 7, 190, addressed to the Becretary
of War, to be transmitted to them.

PORTO RICO AND CUBA. .

Success In the Former—Frogress
Toward Cuban Austonomy.
The civil government of Porto Rlico

!provided for by the act of the Congress
|approved April 12, 1900,

is In suecessful
operation, The courts have been estab-
lished; the Governmor and his associates
working Intelligently and harmoniously,
are making a com dable On
the 6th of November a general election
was held In the sland for members of
the Leglsiature and the body has been
called to convene on the first Monday of
December.

I recommend that legislation be enacted
by Congress conferring upon the Secre-
tary of the Interlor supervision over the
public lands in Porto Rico, and that he
be directed to ascertaln the location and
quantity of lands the title to which re-
mained in the crown of Spain at the date
the cession of Porto Rico to the United
States, and that appropriations for sur-
veys be made and the methods of the
disposition of such lands be prescribed
by law,

FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS.

Army Should Be 00,000 te 100,000
The Navy, PostoMocs, Etle.

The present strength of the Army s
100,000 men—656,000 regulars and 35000 vol-
unteers. Under the act of March 2, 1899,
on the 30th of June next the present vol-
unteer force will be discharged and the
Regular Army will be reduced to M7
officers and 2,085 enlisted men, In U8
a board of officers convened by President
Cleveland adopled a comprehensive
scheme of const defense and fortifications
which involved the outlay of something
over $100,000.000, Tuls plan recelved the
approval of the Congress and since them
regular apropriations have been made and
the wourk of fortification has steadily
progressed.  More than 350,000 000 have
been lavesled In a great number of forts
and guns, with all the complicated and
sclentific machinery and electrical appll-
ances necessury for thelr use. The proper
care of Lhis defensive machinery requires
men tralned In lts use The number of
men necessary to perform this duty alons
ls ascertalned by the War Department,
at & minimum allowance, to be 15420
There are 58 or more military posts in
the United States other than the coast-
defense fort!'flcations. The number of
these posts is belng constantly increased
by Congress. More than $22,000,000 have
been expended In bullding and equlpping
them. and they can only be cared for
by the Regular Army. The posts now in
existence and others to be bullt provide
accommodations for, and, If fully gar-
risoned, require 26,000 troops. Many of
these posts are along our frontler or at
important strategle points, the occupa-
tion of which ls necessary. We have In
Cubs between M0 and 6000 troops.
the present our troops In that Island can-
not be withdrawn or materlally dimin-
ished, certainly not until the conclusion
of the labors of the constitutional conven-
tion nuw In sesslon and a government pro-
vided 'y the Natlonal Constitution shfuld
have been established and its stabllity
assur-d. In Porto Rlco we have re-
duced .he garrisons to 1636, which Includa
&6 na‘*lve troops, There Is no room for
further reductlon here. We will be re-
quired to keep a considerable force In
the Phillpplne Islandas for some time to
come. From the best information ob-
talnable we ghall need thers for the im-
mediate future from 0000 to 60.000 men
1 am sure the number may be reduced as
the Insurgents shall come to acknowledge
the authority of the United Btates, of
which there are assuring Indications,

It must be appareént that we will re-
quire an army of about 60,000, and that
during present conditions in Cuba and
the Philippines the President should have
authority to Increase the force to the
present number of 100,000, Included In
this, authority should be given to raise
native troops In the Phillppines up teo
16,000, which the Taft commission belleves
will be more effective In detecting and
guppressing guerillas, assassins and la-
drones than our own soldiers,

The full discussion of this subject by
the Becretary of War In his annual re-
port s called to your earnest attention.

The Navy.

Very eMclent service has been rendered
by the Navy in connection with the insur-
rection In the Phillppines, and the recent
disturbance tn China.

A very satisfactory settlement has been
mude of the long-pending question of the
manufacture of armor-plates. A reasons
able price has been secured, and the
necessity for a Government armor-plate
plant avolded.

The Hawnlian Islands,

Much interesting Information is given In
the report of the Governor of Hawall na
to the progress and development of the
Islands during the period from July T,
1898, the date of ‘he approval of the joint
resolution of the Congress providing for
thelr annexation up to April 30, 1900, the
date of the approval of the act ing
A government for the territory and there-
after, The last Hawallan census, takem
In the year 138 gives a total population
of 100020, of which 31,010 were native Ha-

to Impress upon you that the grave re-
sponsibllity of the future government of |
those Islands rests with the Congresa of
the United States, 1 abstalned from vae- |

| ommending at that tima a specific and |

final form of government for the terri-|
tury mctually held by the United States
forces, and In which, as long as the In-
surrection contlnues, the military arm
must necessarily be supreme. [ stated
my purpose, untll the Congress shall
have made known the formal expression |

lof Its will, to use the authority wvesied

in me by the Constitutlon and the stat- |
utes to uphold the soverelgniy of the
United Btates In these distant Islands, as |
In all other places where our flag right- |
fully flonts, piacing to that end at the
disposal of thy Army and Navy all the
means which the liberality of the Con- |
gress and the people have provided. No |
contrary expression of the will of the |
Congress having been made, 1 have
steadfastly pursued the purpose so de-
elared, employing the eivil arm as well
toward the acecomplishment of pacifica-
tlon and the Institution of loecal govern-
:mnl.l within the lines of authority and
aw, !
Progress In the hoped-for direction has
been favorable. Owur forces have suc-
resmfully controlled the greater part of
the lslands, overcoming the organised
forces of the Insurgents, and earrying
order and administrative regularity to
all quartars. What opposition remains Is |
for the most part scattersd, obeying no

lconurtﬂl plan of strateglc actlon, oper- Oyur growing power bhrings with
 ating only by the methods common o tations and perlla rrquiring constant
1

the traditions of guerrilla warfare, which, |

| while Ineffective to alter the general con wite conflicts. nor for oppression,

trol now established, are still sufficlent
to beget Insecurity among the popula-|
tiona that have feit the good results of

(our control, and thus delay the confer- pend. lTet us keep always in mind
Government

wallans. The number of Americans re-
ported was 8485, The results of the Fea-
eral census taken this year show the
islands to have a total population of 154«
o, snowing an Increase over that report-
ed In 1596 of 44,941, or 41.2 per cent. There
has been marked progress In educatlonal,
agricultural and raliroad development of
the Islands,
The Twelfth Consun.

The MMrector of the Census states that
the work in connection with the 1ith cen.
wmus s progressing favorably, This Nae
tlonal urdertaking, ordered by the Cone
gresas each decade, has finally n::ltd ‘l'u.
the collectlon of an A Hon stat
tieal facts to d.lefm‘l'l:l“th. Industrial
growth of the country, Its manufacturd
and mechanioal resources, Its richness
mines and forests, the numbers of iis
agricultural districts, thelr farms and
products, ita educational and religious op

riunities, as well as estlons pertain.
ng to soclological condit ons.

Precantion Against Extravaganes,

In our great prosperity we must guard
agninst the dangers It Invites In extrave
agance In government expenditures and
appropriations, and the chosen represen-
tatives of the people w il I doubt fot, fur-
nish an example In thelr leginlation of
that wise economy which, In a season
plenty, husbands for the futurs, In this
era of great business activity and
tunity ecautlon Is not untimely. It
not abate but strengthen our confidence.
Tt will not retard but promote
industrial and ecommercial

2

o

|

flance to avold. It musi n t be uﬂ..:
the more effective malntenance of
principles of equality and justice
which our Institutiona and happiness

i

do-

.

ment upon them of the fuller m

| been to tide over the grave emergencies  of local self-gover t, of education
of the situation, it Is at best but am  and of Indusirial and Itural devel-
'mmmw‘mt-m-uu ready lo give

the foundation of our s

e e TLLTAM Mok s
Executive Mansion, December 8,
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