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Is it Treason?

In reply l o a n  article in the  /Vue» of 
April 7th, I claim to have been basely 
misrepresented. H aving  been a sol­
dier in the  union army, with a record 
clear its the  sunlight, an honorable dis­
charge, and  hav ing  taken the obliga­
tions of the ( irand Army of the Kt-puh- 
lie, no one but a fool or a scoundrel 
would im pute to me disloyalty. The 
conversation th a t  occurred between 
Mr. Clark a ol myself was oegun and  
carried on in u jok ing  way. We were 
always good friends and when we met 
we always had fun at each o ther’s ex­
pense. The gentleman misrepresents 
me in regard to what was said about 
th e  flag, and lie did not lly to pieces 
unti l I s dd tli it the  flag protected sa­
loons an d  houses of prostitution. The 
whole article published by Mr. Clark 
is a  tissue of falsehoods and misrepre­
sentations. The statement th a t  1 ask­
ed Mr. Clark, who Mr. Leavitt was, Is 
untrue , as I have known Mr. i.eavitt 
for years and have conversed with him 
m any times during  the  past year. 
N either did I enquire where lie lived, 
d r  Clark did not say to me that  the  

deceased was a  m em ber of the <J. A. 1!.
I did  not inquire where they intended 
to bury him I ask -d til ■ old question 
common on such decisions “ w here do 
they  bury?” The»- th ings are not im­
portant only t • prove that the  gciitle- 
m  m  bee ius • of his u t t oe perverseness, 
or under the  ex . r  ■ u e  excitement, was 
incapable of at Mi ig i fie —-the t r u th ,  
th e  whole t r u th  and  no thing tint the 
tru th .

Mr. Clark makes me to say why d on’t 
they  bury in» in til • Friends’ cemetery. 
This is w hat I said, w hy  d on’t they 
bury in the  Friends' cemetery, m ean­
ing th e  tJ. V 1!. .dr. Clark In answer 
to this  said, “ I’.ie Friends have refused 
to let the  ilag Into the ch u rch .”

l’hen I am  represented as saying: 
“ I do not til ime them  for not p -emit­
t ing  the  ‘dirty o! I rag' to go in to  the 
eh i r e h .” This is utterly , totally false, 
i’iiis is w hat I said verbatim: " I  d o n ’t 
blame them  for not letting the  flag in 
tli-  ch u rch .” N elt. i-r  would I. I 
meant by this  ttint every organization 
has the  right to make its own rules of 
conduct I can enjoy the  sanctuary  if 
its altars were covered with th e  stars 
ami stripes or If there was no Ilag w ith ­
in a thousand miles. The term “dirty  
old rag" never crossed m y lips d u r in g  
this  conversation. Here are the  facts: 
Mr. <'lark then said tha t  the Friends

were a set of il -d re bela and looked 
upon thè flag as ali “old rag." ti  p lo 
this  lime in thè conversatimi Mr. Clark 
did not use thè terni “ ilirty.” ) Tlien i 
lati.-liingly reiuarketi: “ t l ia t i» about 
wluit it is, ain 't it, or. Clark'.” ’ The 
s ta tem ent tliat 1 salii t h a t a n y  rcliginus 
organi/.ation tliat ailows it in tlieir 
chureii dou 't  aniount lo m u d i  is mali- 
eiously false. I bave earried thè  llag 
luto thè  ciiureh oli more tl ian ime oc- 
easion, partieip.ited in tlie cereinonies, 
and  earried it nut again.

Mr. Clark n-prcseuts me as following 
bini to  tlie diMtr and  repeatiug “ it is a 
d ir ty  old rag .” I wu» perfectly cikiI dii 
t l iat occasion ami d a in i  lo know liow 
to s ta t e t i  faci un I 1 »ay again tliat oli 
tliat occasion or an y  o th e r  tliat sen- 
tenee I never uttered. Now I ani 
ehurged witil saying tl iat tlie llag did 
iiothiiig for forty years but pr-iteet thè 
negro driv.-rs. Fai» ■ again —I » l id th is :  
tliat tlie llag did protect blood liounds 
ami negro luiuters. I’his iieeds no ex- 
planatiou. Tlie man who does not 
know th is  ouglit to he tivated liiinie- 
diately for sottening of tlie liraiu. I 
did liot say tliat tlie llag now proteets 
lolhinij but thè saloon» and  liotises of 

prostitution. I suiti this: tliat il does 
protect saloon» and  lionses of prostitu- 
ti<>n. Tliat is just wliat I meiiiit. I 
am not t l ic o n ly  exponent of tliat doc- 
trine. Tliat tlie l T. S. governm ent i» a 
partner io tlie whisky business, lui» 
been, and  is, hcraldcd frolli a thous.ind 
platforms by meli as ioyol and  bravi­
li» t-vt-r walked tlie American conti- 
iient. I am  ImiIiI to dedare  tliat the  
government is in league wit li tlie most 
gigantie evils of all times. I huVi- no
hard word» for tli ■ whisky vender», 
tlicy bave as m u d i  righi u nder  Ila- 
law to sd ì  as any  o ther  uicrchunt and 
tliey are prot -eted by law.

Mr. C lark uiukcs of iilniself a I iiigli- 
ingsiiH-k wlien he suys tliat had it not 
ìh-cii to r ti le  illterferenee of some gen­
tlem an prcsont no donili H urford 
woiild now I«-a patien t in th e  hospital. 
Tliat is a pnsillanim oiis falseliooit. 'l'o 
m y certain  kno.vledge ila rfo rd  is tlie 
fourtii muli in th is com m unity  tliat 
Mr. C lark was going to w hip, Imi I 
agri-e to put under m y tinger nail all 
tlie meli tlia t e ver Clark or Ilarford  
wllip|K-d. I ilo noi tight, but I stand 
t<»i long by tlu- old l’i |s>und liowitzers 
to gel uervous over guns of su d i simili 
ealilier. If  any  one gets IiIihmI in tlieir 
eye and w aiits to tight, come out and 
I will t un i you li m is i* in un aere Int 
w itli m y talli dog and wlioevcr gel» 
kiKM-ked ou t will p iy  tlie hospital ex-

pciiscs. That Mould be a slur on tin- 
dog I>nt i t ’s a go.

Now I consider that I have acted tin 
part of a gentleman and have kept my 
obligations as a m in d  er of tin < t. A. 1!. 
I did not talk tills on the s tr ic t  corner», 
have used no hard  names, have made 
111) til n u ts ,  but have sat quietly under 
these base misrepresentations, while 
those who by obligations should have 
been my friends have without any in­
vestigation heralded this th ing  far and 
wide. I th in k  my record as a gentle­
man, a citizen, or patriot, will compare 
favorably witli theirs. I have stood 
in  tills and  every com m unity  where I 
have lived for w hatever was good and  
pure and  true.

Whoever is loyal to tlie com m unity  is 
loyal to government, and >». 
whoever is disloyal to t he comm unity  is 
disloyal to government. I do not stand 
upon your streel corners and  curse the 
institution» th a t  are tin- s t reng th  of
...... inan i ty  and  tin- nu tion 'sbu lw arks .
If you judge my patr iotism by blue 
clot lies and brass buttons, your s tan d ­
ard is too low. | do not feed on the 
old musty memories down by tlie camp 
tires of the I’otomae nor on th e  tented 
fields of ( ¡eorgia. Ipnq>o»ca»u patriot 
to grapple with tlie great problems of 
the present tha t  <-onfront u* and  vex 
tin- wisest political philosophers of our 
day. A n y th in g  else would In- disloy­
alty  for me. I say to those w ho doubt 
my loyalty, conic nut from am ong the 
old skeletons of the dim  past an d  put 
on the  a rm or and  take hand  in the 
new crusades and  let us have reason to 
tiellevo th a t  you understand the flr»t 
principles of loyalty. W hile  you u n ­
living in the  dead past the wiled» o| 
progress have »hot by with terrific 
force and  a new civilization bristling 
all over with m igh ty  thoughts  n m - 
fnmts us. In the  war of the n-ls-llion 
in ti l t-thick of tin- light a standard 
bearer rushed out away licynud tin 
command and  planted the  stars and 
strip s iqsin tin en em y ’s works. The 
colonel shouted: “ Itring hick  tin- colors 
to the  n-giment ' flic s tandard  bean r 
shouted back, “ Itring tin- n-gimi-u t up 
to tin- colors." Willie we denounce 
th is  or an y  otln-r government for it-
eomplielty with ......... , and  lluis carry
the  standard to tlie front, We do not 
pni|KMt- to ree.-de, but say to you, 
“ Itring the n-giment up to tin- color-.

I shall pursue ......... veil tenor o f  my
way. “ With mailt»  toward none, and  
charity lor all ," I am,

 ̂ours lte-|M-i-tfully,
I- I. 11 a in <>i:i>.


