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century ago merchants and the middle
alasses generally dined at  three
o'clock; *“soclety” an hour later; but |
the artisan's chlef moal still hung back
at one o'clock. Where a Frenchman |
ate—and stiid eats—more bread than |
meat, the Englishman naturally give

himsell greater, perhaps, because a |

more northerly latitude in the matter
of flesh. Our strictly island cookery,

then as now, was simpler, admitted of
less disguise than the French; and few
cosmopolitans will, evon in these mod-
ern days of wide and electrie travel,
withhold the suffrage of their palatos
from the London chop or steak off the
ever multiplying grid, or cry oh! at
the ronst beof of England, excoept, in-
deed, it be in the chorus of Fiolding's
Bong.

A ceremonious dinner rarcly went
beyond a couple of jJoints nnd
some nssletts volantes, presumably
what wo uso 0 call side dishes, con-
slsting of vegetables and (Yorkshire?)
puddings; followed by a dessort of
cheesa or fruit, according to the sea-
gon. The philanthropist praises, on-
fgmatically, the *“whiteness"” of the
butcher's meat, which for all that, was
not 8o nutritive as that of Paris
Careme, no mean judge, thought dif-
ferently; but the so-much-vaunted roast
boof, the idol of the English, was oasicr
of digestion than the French, being
less compact. What he wanted to ex-
press, no doubt, was that it was not so
tough. The wvegetables, fruit and
sninds were tasteless, and cabbages,
turnips and spinach near London
tasted of the coal smoke which filled
the nir. Game, too, although abund-
ant at thirty miles distant from Lon-
don, wns eaten on the spot in the coun-
try; that of Pleardy being proferred in
the capital; and we can quite bolleve it
when woe see the way in which the
English farmer of the present day still
nllows himsell to be driven to the wall
by the fowls, eggs, dairy produce and
vegetables and fruits of the Continent,

Our  dinner furniture included
“round-handled, two-pronged stecl
forks for carrying solid morsels to the
mouth with the left hand, direetly
aftor ench such morsel wns cut with
the right, which was constantly armed
with a knife, and that knife bropd and
round-pointed, for use like a trowel, Ir
taking up sauces, eote,” For the En-
glishman did not ply his good knife
and fork by awkwardly passing those
weapons from hand to hand, like other
nations, and eould thus be dotected
anywhere in Europe before he opened
his mouth, at all events, to spealk. The
constant use of knife in the right hand,
howaover, suggests to the ethnologist
mildor socinl manners in race which
could tolerate the eustom without the
apprehonsions it would naturally evoke
in a country where another and a
lothal “*use of the knife' was more
common. — Westmin ster Review.
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A LONG-HEADED BUILDER.
HMow e Proposed to Make His Opora-
tons Coms Out Kven.

A number of mechanica were con-
gregated about the stove of a cortain
rural store that sells every thing,
from whisky to shoe-strings.

“How much are you charging a
day, now?" asked Mr. Butternut of a
carpentor.

“Three dollara" replied tho earpen-
ter.

“If you will work fora dollara day,’
snld Mr. Butternnt, “I shall be happy
to engage you"

The carpenter did not reply In
words, but oponed one eye very wide,
that Mr. Butternut might obsorve and
study any thing of an emoerald tone
contained therein,

“What are you getting per day at
present?’ asked Mr. Buttermut of a
plumber who was smokiug o corn-cob
pipe, that couldn't frecze and burst on
him.

“Four dollars!™ respondad the plumb-
er, ns he gave the pipe-stem a faucet
twist, to screw It more firmly into the
bowl.

“I will give you one dollar and thir-
ty-throoe conts per diem," said M» DBut-
ternut,

“I must deellne,” replied tho plumb-
er. “l plumb for the health of my
clients, never for my own. If I ae-
copted your rates, 1 should certainly
burst, Mo a four-dollar zine boilor.”

Mr. Buttornut then turnod to a stone
muason,

“What wages are you asking?

“T'hroe dollars per day!”

*1 will give you one."

“] could not work for that figure 1!
you furnished the cement and every
thing else. It would pay mo bettor t
stay at home and lle on the Porsian
couch,” replied the stone mason

Me. Butternut left in despair, and
wont to a lumber-dealer, & brick man,
nni several others trading in bullding
materials, and offered them all one
third of the price asked.

Thoy ench and all refused; and,
whoen one of them asked him to ex
plain his nickel-plated, full-jowelod as

surance, he repliod:

“1 wm going to build a ten-thousand-
dollar house,"

1 woe,” sald the dealer, brightening
up a little; “an excelent dea”

“And when my ten-thousand-dollar
house is builded, it will have cost il
teen thousand dollars. ™

“And then?" asked the dealer ln
bullding materinls.

“And then," replied Me. Butternut,
“my ten-thousand-dollar house that
cost fifteen thousand dollars will only
be worth five thousand dollars, ground
and all.  And I only waut to get every
thing for a third of its actual valug
that | muy come out even."—Fuck

“Wildred,”™ sald ke, while his

larynx quivered with tremulous
pathos, “have | ofended you?"' +*No,
Goorge, you have not."  *“Then why

e you so sllent?’  “Don’t ask me
“But, darling, think, you have spoken

searcely twonty words in the lnst hour
I ean not bear the gloomy quiet. Why
do you not spenk? Why do vou not

talkPr" “Boonuse, George, | want
fmn-« |ll’l: N woman, nod I am '.r)-
Ing %o make a record. "' —San Frun-
eesoo ost,
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and n recent riso in whent ndvanced the
price of a pound loaf in Chicago 256 per
oent. — Chicago News.
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