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One volunteer has turned up
to date. She Is Cpl. Greta Dea States and ar U, S, bases over
ing, Service Club worker, who $€as, Is one of the 1 types ol
has consented 1o take over a Work carried on by the Corps of
French elass E neers, 10 achievi elfiicient
and economical operations of
Soattle (ONSy-—J. C. Pursley military installations
bought a pair of shoes fron :, I'he Corps of Engineers has
gtranger for $1. He took them [fire fighting platoons stationed
home and tried them on. Both #ll over the world, protecting
were for the *ht oot American property from destrug
tion by fire. Trained in this
When You've Read it—Please country, members of these pla
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“It's all right, Corporal—as you were!

© mgumae a1
Reprinted from the January issue of Esquire.
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En ineers Do Toughest
Job in Hours—Not Days

(Just arrived is an actual ac
count of construction of a bridge
by engineer soldiers in Italy. It
is written by Sgt. Jack Foisie,
reporter  for the Stars and
stripes In Italy.)

WITH THE
ADVANCING

“TH ARMY
ITALY, (By

FII
IN

mail'—The Heinie had done his
usual thorough job of demoli
tion, The stone bridge spanning
the gorge Serre Occhio Chloa lay

crumpled in the river bed 40 {eet
below .

Water and snarled,

gushed

cutting a new channel through
the ruins.

“It will be dayvs before we
bridge the gap,” moaned a divi-

sion stail olficen
Robert L
1, (e

Petherick
, did not con

Captain
f Port (

rtor

rect his

superior, a he did not
prophecy. A

Med Lhe O

e a trained

he n
the

engineer, nditions
sheerness of the

took the

imposed by

ge walls neces-

Y measure s and sketch-
ed the drawings. Company C of
the « battalion had al
cady a d, ready to do the

It was noon

venty-seven hours later, the

st vehicles rolled across the

S0-foot long 11

Toughest and Besy

wtle bridg

It was the toughest job in
three eampaigns—and our best
job,” said proud Captain Stan
Larson of Berkeley, Cali i
vas speaking for his r 1 who
wd done the job
Thi id been need for speed
A regir of infantry was b
nd the gorge battl for the
own of Acerno, gateway to the
pla Naples. They needed
food and water, they needed am
munition, and they needed am
gineers worked with-
, knocking off only [o
fe* luring the darkest
part night. First they
strun 1 guyline to transport

b ind planking across to the
other side of the chasm. Then to
work with jackhammers, chew-
ing out the approaches, For ex-
plosives they used 1 Telle
mines which the Boche had

pla touch to
his work

Guts of the Bridge
the ‘guts’ of this
1 a Ser

the

crowning

geant “guts” h
stout underpinnings
timbers which would have
plac
load

I'he

to be
J0-ton

od so as to support a
m tank
e prepared by

Yanks waist-deep in

weight of a
H'Hnr-uu.

the rushing
stream and with big hammy
hands they guided the swinging

timb
By

had reached

ers into place

now a truck-mounted crane

made fast, The work of bracing
began, but too many men were
falling into the stream—"only
scratched 'em"—and for a few
hours until daylight the engi.
ers rested. But the work of
bringing up the necessary mator.
ials continued all night,
Wind's Reveille
The wind was biowing a soft
reveille through the gorge whe
the men went back to the job
“ '.:rn-- on you lunkheads, ‘

away,” grunted a Corporal. "B
men on the ends, little men in
the center,” he ordered, grab-

bing an end. The big
{was hoisted and the team with
their load made their precarious
way out to the center span
The wooden trestle, most dif{i.
cult type of “limited bridges” 1o
istruet, was gathering sha
Iready vehicles most desperat
ly needed in the fight

stringer

bes

were lined up awaiting comj
tion

Now came the “decking"—
planks laid across the stringers,
It took 81 of them to complete
the bridge

flooring, and that is
a lot “man-hours” for men
who have been without rest
21 Each ‘plank was
| down with 10-inch spikes.
Now the bridge builders, a ver-
satile bunch, turned to the pick
and shovel, leveling the bridge
approaches, Others applied
layer of planking for the
wheel treadway, and put up the
safety

fol
tied

hours

other

rails.

Captain Petherick, the design-
er, looked at his watch, The job
was done just 27 hours from
time it was begun. Slightls

der the time estimated by
gloomy staff officer, he ren
bered.

And the engineers stood
aside while the flow moved for
ward, They were grim and silent
but satisfied, knowing that they
were clearing the way to N: t,.I- .
just as they had cleared the road
to Messina,
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College Girls Will Help
Gl's Christmas Shopping

A group of girls from Lewis
& Clark college at Portland !
volunteered to assist any Car
Abbot soldiers or Waces with
their Christmas shopping. Mak
our vour list, Give age, sex and
size if possible, of those on you
list—plus your desire in the w
of gifts leave the selectio
to the girls if you prefer. "
will shop, wrap in gay holic
wrappings and mail any t
yvou indicate. Just enclose money
order with list and mail te USO-
YMCA, 831 SW Sixth Ave,
Portland, Ore.

the scene, and the War bonds and stamps build
second story of underpinnings ships and bombers, Buy them
wis lowered with its help and now,
-
Sgt. Puts Skids Under Colonel
I Drill Sergeant at Fort The Colonel arrived just as
Monroe bawled out the Lieu the marching men drew

tenant Co

'], a Medical Cor
inel he
Army

was
and
word

The Lieute nt
I 12, & i '

O ¢ 4
to haty ke cha of
practice march a v
the Fort M Rela
ions Off rela |
but ins ] | q lé
ol a ;’ A\

He de tatig thes
snatched up his {l
and pocket incidentals
p— "
ran to the s E t reach
the line of march befere his
men did

abreast. Pausing a moment
he noted the Drill Sergeant
staring at him with open dis
approval.

Then came sudden reliza
tion. No sign of his rank
showed. A quick fumbling in

pockets, but no silve
leaves

Another command from ti
and the Colonel
into the ranks to !
by a would-be sym
Corporal with the 1
k that if the going got t«

ugh for one of his age, “I
fix it for you to ride in th
imbulance.”

Byt H-:v. time, it was dout
» Colonel would hav
pulle -.! out his silver leaves

he had found them.

Sergeant,

ful if




