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st oﬁice at|that industry to get out of the grip of a railroad company

1879. whose whole record is that of squeezing to the point of
'strangulation every industry over which it has the power,
| Now so far as the position of the Herald is concerned, it

makes no difference whether any one agrees with us or

{not,
the right side of the fence.

[t is suffi ient satisfaction to know that we are on
And we know THAT.

The first clarion call to arms for the defense of the
Southern Pacific monopoly in transportation between the|
Bay and this valley was sounded the week before last by |
our esteemed contemporary. In its issue of last Friday, |
however, the Sentinel showed signs of having read the
Herald. It entirely abandons its heart-rending plemling|
for the S. I., and the Herald will be glad to help draw|
the veil of merciful forgetfulness over that evidence of a
too tender consideration for the predatory privileges of a
corporation which is sometimes suspected of being a little
too grasping. Its recorded opinion that to grant the
Smith-Powers petition, after the S. P. has paid part of|
the taxes with which the road is being improved, would
be “about as unjust and ind2fensible a proceeding as we
can imagine,” which would seem to settle the question, |
has been emasculated to this: “But if the Logging Com-
pany will leave the 30-feet roadway untouched  or where
it is absolutely necessary to trench on it will grade out on|

the west side of the county road far enough to make a 30-|

feet roadway and replace all improved surface torn up—
and will then lay its tracks so as to leave ten feet clear
space between the cars and the fence, it would be worth|
while totconsider the proposition.” That is decidedly bet-
ter and almost indicates that our esteemed contemporary |
is still open to a change of heart. In fact the whole re-|

mainirg sticker seems to be the distance to be left between |
the railroad tracks and the fence, for that is really the on- "

ly point which is open. It is not to be supposed that T.hl_
County Court would let the railroad take up any part ni[
the roadway needed by the county., Whether ten feet is|
required for the brakeman to get far enough from the
track to signal the engineer, on as straight a road as the
one proposed would be, we have our doubts; but there
should certainly be room for him to swing his hands with-
out ruining his pants by climbing over a barb wire fence
to ““trespass” on the county road. |

Still, we are obliged to take issue with the positive|
statement that, ““As to the compensation talked of, the|
$85,000 saving figured in graveling the county road be-|
tween here and Marshfield is pure moonshine.” This is a/
clear case of bats in the belfry. The Sentinel’s designa-|
tion of the S. P. charge of $2.25 a cubic yard as “ax-|,
cessive and exorbitant” will never cause the S. P. to give
us a lower rate, so long as it has absolute mastery of the
situation, as it has now. The county must use a certain

large amount of gravel whenever the road from here to!’

Marshfield is hard-surfaced. [If the county can save $1.00
or $1.25 a yard on this gravel by dealing with the Smith-
Powers people it is estimated by those in authority that it
would mean a saving of about $85,000. It would eut down
the amount to be raised by just that much.
be not made, and the taxpayers are called upon to make|
up the amount, it will be a decidedly prosaic and every
day piece of business, very far removed from **Moonshine.”

But a careful study of the last article of our esteemed
contemporary shows that it is decidedly wobbly and not
nearly so sure of its ground as when it first jumped so
boldly and unreservedly into the breach for the protection
of the S. P. monopoly. We would not be in the least sur-
prised to see it complete its evolution and revolution by
next Friday and come out squarely on the side of the
Smith-Powers project.

Those whose habit of thought is such that they can

not conceive of any newspaper man taking a stand on a '

question of public interest except ‘‘with an object” and
for his own advantage are perfectly welcome to think that
the Herald has advocated the acceptance of the Smith-
Powers railroad proposition because it is ““‘married to the
Smith-Powers people.” As a matter of fact, the
has not and does not advocate such acceptance except with
the understanding that the interests of Coos county will
be fully protected.
Sentinel was when it opined with so much warmth of feel-
ing that any proposal to interfere with the monopoly of
the Southern Pacific Co.
drop of the hat and without investigation or consideration.
So far as we can remember we have never received a dol-
lar, directly or indirectly, from the Smith or Smith-Pow-
ers interests, except for two subscriptions. We are not in
line for such benefits and emoluments.
continental whoop, except from a purely social standpoint,
whether Al Powers ever reads what the Herald has to say
about his scheme or not. But there come times in the
affairs of some people when they like to express their
opinions, whether anyone likes those opinions or not.
newspaper man has the best chance to indulge this gentle

failing, and that is one reason why we are in the newspa- o
Our opinions are not always right, but, as t

per business,
Frank M. Pixley once said in the
opinions and we like them.”
Powers proposal as a good one for the csunty as a whole
and for the Coquille valley in particular; as a way
ize very substantial benefits from a strip of land whicl
will be of no conceivable use to the county; as an oppor-
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| kick ‘Col, William
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within his rights as an
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‘educator”” when be advocated the
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all through
thing ol
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Jimmy Laird told a good one.
He said he

SAw iree

was in Coquille and he

road bosses of different

street corner,

talking. He said to an acquaint-

ance, "\\k ire going to have good
roadsnow. See those three big pay
men building re
The man said, ""We are getting|

roads, all right, I know one culvert

where the engineering, the blue

prints and the bossing cost $400and
he building of the

did not say that the

enlvert cost §35 °
Jimmie man
showed Lim the papers lor the cul-

vert job, bat it was not told lor a

|joke. If Mr, Murdock, the county
road master, figures out into what

the mouney goes and who gets
it, it will be the hrst time that the
hole in the road and the man and
the money in the hole have been

linked together. On new work
ntract work, it looks as though
Coos couaty 1s getting more [or her
road money than she has ever got
belore It it takes three sury
locate a road right it 1sa g
10 have three surveys, for it
what you pay, but what you
that counts.

lirnest Kreuson took a load of

wids to Sumner, wher
1 55 per cwt., Mr., (
Marshfield, buyer

Melvin Snead, of the up B
creek, came in over tl L H

wagon road Thursday H

San Francisco: since th
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We are as positive about that as the . ..,
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vads cn the corner?’ |
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whom he received but little pay.
trip to
got back

Ed Abernethy made a
Marshfield last week. He
to Brewster tor Christmas,

1. D. Laird, with a load of Brew-
ster folks, went to Coquille Friday.
The Krensen boys were close he-
hind with the skeletonu Ford

If the makers of holiday ne wspa-
per editions would o« alter the
wotk done by Editor Levar, of the
Herald, in his Railroad Jubilee
edition, the readers would get more

worth while reading matter and less
ache in bandling paper
R. A EASTON.
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Riverton Briefs

(Herald’s C. News Sevice)
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Pnces that Can’t be Matched

| tunity to show the good will of the people of Coos county O-—--— -.=->» —-_-0

Walnuts, Soft Shell per Ib. 17 1-2¢, 22 1-2¢

Exira

Fancy Budded 30c

Mixed Candies 12 1-2¢, 15¢, 20¢

Pop Corn per 1b, 7 1-2¢

Jap Oranges per doz. 15¢

Novel Oranges per doz. 30¢ and 40¢

White Laundry Soap 6 bars

Liberty Wheat Ilakes, Large Pckg
Liberty Rolled Oats, Large Pckg, .
Jatsup, Large Bottle
Park Brand Pineapple, Large Can

Del Monte C

Hillsdale Brand Pineapple, No. 2 Cans_2 for 25¢ 10 1b, Bags 85¢c P
Large Jackets Syrup $2.40 25 1b, liu;-wa $2.00 |
Shaker Salt — 3 for 25¢ Wheat per Sack $2.75 rl
Peanut Butter per lb. 3 15¢ Eggrain per Sack $2.75 .:
o

.

On account of early frosts pickles in bulk :

are very scarce this winter. We were for-
tunate in securing a full line, including Dills,
Sour, Sweet Plain and Sweet Mixed. These
dills are exc »ptionally fine---Try them.

1 25¢ New Lut
256¢
20¢ 21-2 Il} Bags _ 25¢ ﬁ
15¢ 5 b, Bags H0e ,J

Busy Corner Grocery

Phone 691 and 541
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Mr. Lucas is at present in Mon-
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Mr Turnbull, Saperintendent ol
the Bandon chools, and Miss
downs, of the Cuo school,
served as judges of the Riverton|
school exhibit given last Friday,
Mr. Floyd, a carpenter of Riverton,
also served as judg First and
second ribbons were awarded 1o

deserving them

A basket social and Christmas

was given on Saturday

Thiity dollars and thirty
cents was realized from the sale of
the baskets, ‘he money will be|
1¢ed to pay for the material vsed in
the 1adustirial work, to continue the |
same and to help make the school a

standard A,
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that the attendance was somewhat |
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