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road grant lands in Coos county:

Total net tax 1909 to 1916, §167,262.68
Estimated tax for 1917 .. 26,000.00
Penalty on above ........

Total due Jan. 9, 1919, ...$321,152.39
‘Estimated tax for 1918 .. 25,000.00

Total to be paid ...... $346,152.39

The net tax for 1918 being $24,049.-
21, the estimated amount of $25,000
for 1917 and 1918 are conservative.

Tax Rate Reduced Four Mills

The total tax rate in Coos county
for 1918 will be 16.6 mills on the dol-
lar in the citiés of the county. This
is almost exactly one and two-thirds
cents on the dollar. In the rest of the
county where no high scheols are
maintained it is four-tenths of a mill
more, making it 17 mills. For 1817
the rate was 21 mills in the cities and
214 in the country, so the rate s
four and four-tenths mills on the dol-
lar less than last year. At the same

time the total assessment has been |

increased from 21 millions of dollars
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there ever since, He was one of the
veterans of the Union army in the
Civil War
CHANGE IN THE
COUNTY COURT
'ﬂ.f e T -
ings are in addition to those reported
last week, the court not having ad-
journed until Tuesday of this week:
One half the $8,000 salary and ex-
penses of the eounty agent, and one-
half the $600 for the county club lead-
er was referred to the state agricul-

portion being made by the U. 8, gov-
ernment.

The allowance of $10 from the in-
digent fund to G. W. Miller, of Myr-
tle Point, was cancelled on account of

i

indigent fund

was_ cut off:.
The allowance to Genevieve G. Rob-
inson of $256 a month from the indi-
gent fund was cut off, she having re-

i
i
:
:

The docket was closed wp by the dis-

8o were a number of cases where
applications were made for refund of
tax money and to redeem property
from tax sale, without a tender of the
necessary cash,

On Monday, John Yoakam succeed-
ed G. J. Armstrong as county commis-
sioner, and those who were present
in court after the change say there
ean be no question but that he has
plenty of backbone.

Goes to Portland as Witness

County Clerk Oddy returned last
night from Portland where he went
last Sunday as a witness for the coun-
ty in the Kinney tax case in the pro-
ceedings brought by the Title Guar-
antee Trust company of Portland, to
secure an injunetion to prevent the
sale of the Kinney properties for
taxes. Attorney Liljeqvist made the
concluding pleas in this case Wednes-
day morning, but the decision of the
court is not expected until some time
later,

Litigation a Dead Issue
The dearth of litigation in the Cir-

cuit Court here is still remarkable.
Only one case has been filed so far

a period of 24 days. If this keeps up
more lawyers will want to follow our
friend Roberts, of Myrtle Point, out
into the open air, which he finds such
an elixir.

Another Old Resident Gone

Mra. 8. J. Wright, one of the old
timers in the Coquille Valley, died
Wednesday at the residence of Jasper
Yoakam on the Cunningham road,
aged 76 years, 11 months and 18
days. Funeral services will take place
there at 1:30 tomorrow (Saturday)

§

this year and only two since Dec. 16,
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Every old Oregonian—and every
new ond, too, we imagine—gave a
deep sigh of relief this morning to

way down town. For there had been

. |rain enough since New Year's to flood

all the low grounds, and all the open
spaces from the river to the Fat
Elk hills a mile or two away was
sheeted with ice. We had seen the
valley there flooded for weeks at a
time, but never before covered with
an ice blanket, even as thin as this.
Again at two o'clock the same af-
ternoon the air was so flooded with
sunshine on the Coquille bench lands
that for a while it scemed as warm
as summer. But our reade-s
must remember that this comparison
is with an Oregon summer—and a
Coos coun.y one at thal—not an Illi-
nois or a Kanras summer. It was
delightful, of course, but it wasn't all
we wanted.

Growth of Postoffice Receipts

The growth of business in Coquille
during the past year is reflected in the
following statement of the postoffice
receipts here for two years past:

Receipts for 1917.......... $7,228.04
Receipts for 1918.......... 9.827.14

Increase in 1918 .......... $2609.10
This increase of 36 per cent in a
single year is gratifying not only to
the postmaster, but to all our people,
even if a part of it is due to the in-
crease in letter postage which went
into effect in November, 1917, and

quently iner d the receipts of
1918 six times as much as it did those
of 1917,

\

Watson Won't Resign Yet
Referring to the stories that he is
intending to resign and remove o
Portland and engage in the law busi-
ness Judge Watson says that, in view
of the utter inadequacy of the §$1,000
salary paid the judge in this county
to furnish that efficial a decent living
and the constanfly increasing amount
of work he has to do, he had theught
of getting out. But so long as there
is any indication of a movement to
‘force him out he will certainly stay
with the job.
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His Passing Monday Proves that
Death Still Loves a

Shining Mark s
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nor tebacco, it was hoped against hope
to the last that he might ppll through.
He was given up, however, on Monday

His mother, Mrs. Theodore Nicolai,
and his brother, Harry, came down

re-
mains were taken to Portland Wed-
nesday morning the membars of his
frmily accompanying them and R. A
Wernich going up on Thursday to at-

one; and was one of those men so in-
ately joyous Dhat his very presence
ocftorndhum

Tax Levies for 1918

‘We are indebted to Deputy Assessor
A. A. Sclander fer the fdllowing fig-
utes for the tax levies of 1918, now
being extended on the rolls.

The state and counly tax is 16.8

mills. The high school tax is 4 tenths
of a mill.
In the cities of the county the rates
are as follows in mills, the total in-
cluding school, distriet, road district
and port district levies:

Special City Tax Total Tax

Empire ......co0000. 5.1 274
Coquille ........... 15.56 423
Marshfield ......... 116 39.5
North Bend ........ 10.9 414
Myrtle Point ....... 11.2 42.6
East Side .......... 8.3 879
SRR . ovs bevsride 1 479
Beaver Hill ........ 10.1 202

These levies are not to be compared
with last year's because the wvalua-
tions have been so greatly increased,
but it will be noted that in Marshfield
where the raise was considerably
more than the average the rate for
city special taxes is a good deal lefs
than in Coquille where the raise was
much less in proportion.

Coming now to the road districls we
find special levies in ten of the 27
as follows in mills:

DI No. 8 ...vcissvsivisnia 8.5
District No. 4
Distriet- No. T civivvccnvicsvinns 10
KN RO ¥ o iiibineeraiopas 74

Distrdet No. 10 ....cocvvevgivens 8.6
DI DH0w BB . ooeeciioneaneni 6.1
Distriet No. 14 .....c..covvvvinn 84

DIkt Mo, 18 ....ccvisneminmed 10
District No. 18 ........c00000s00 33
Distriet No. 27 .......ccoavivune R
While Bandon, with a 47.9 mill rate
stands highest among the towns the

and about nine that night his spirit |
| took its fight. '

b -

| In view of the fact that where $30,-
000 had been appropriated for the
'maintenance of county roads last year
tthngapudim-h“hm
led to $50,000 last year, the new coun-
ty court has just Jecided ypon unified
control, Last year the county was di-
vided into two nearly equal districts,
the north and the south, with one com-
missioner the boss in one district and
the other in the other. This orde:
was revoked this week and the whole
county was placed in charge of the
Roadmaster. To thi# office-J. S. Saw-
yer was appointed for the year begin-
ning Jan, 15, 1919, and ending Jan.
15, 1920, at a salary of $200 a month,
with as much more for the expenses
of the office. With one official know-
ing just how much money there is te
be spent on the roads the expenditures
ean no doubt be kept within the ap-
propriatiors a good deal better than
with two, each bound to keep within
the total amount so far s be was con-
cerned. .
The policy of having all the pur-
chases for the various county offices
made by one official is to be con-
the county j being the
ty

tin
pu agent for the coun
offices the same as E

|TO KEEP STOCK
| OFF THE ROADS

The County Court has docided fo
order all stock running at large on
the main county roads to be taken. It
wns all right to make free commons
of tho roads while they were liitle
more than trails through the woods,
a8 was the case with' the main road
from Beaver Hill J to Marsh-
field until recently, times have
changed since tken.. Now tlat we
have invested hund of thousands
of dollars putting roads as the
one named.on line and grade it would
be utter folly to permift cattle to wan-
der over those grades st will and
trample them back the roadsides

us they have begun do along the
Marshfield road alr before the
traveli::g public has to get any |

benefit from it.

The court estimates the damage
done to our main ronds at not less
than $1,000 a year and it is an item
that will grow lareer year by year,
ns long as the practico is permitted.
8o an order will be made at cnce di-
rozlirg that ctock shall not be al-
lowed on impooved highways, and all
found so tresnacsing shall be taken
up.

And this leads to another sugges-
tion along the same line. Coquille
has ceased to be an old rtyle town
where every citizen was supposel to
fence his place again his neighbors’
cows; and yet in the neighborhood
where the writer lives it is impossi-
ble to have winter g.rdens becnuse
soiaebody’s stock is turmed looce in
the night and browses vpon the eab-
bage, broecoli, salsify, chard and other
green vegotables. We need an order
rom the city fathers as well as from
the county court in regard to making
public commons of the streets.

City Treasury in Fine Condition

City Treasurer Sanford’s statement
of the financial condition of the city of
Coquille elsewhere published ought to
interest every taxpayer. There is in
the treasury now %9637.32 in cash
and of the city's indebtedness of about
$19,000 there is $42,000 due by indi-
vidual taxpayers for improvements.
And against the remaining $68,000 of
indebtedness, $30,000 in funding
bonds and $28,000 in water bonds the
city holds property conservatively es-
timated to be worth nearly $80,000.
The water bonds were reduced $1,000
in amount last year by the payment
of Nos. 38 and 39, and they are to be
paid year by year at the same rate
until the last issue is extinguished.

Moonshine Trial On Today

The case against the Powers men
accused | of running the moonshine
still discovered last summer on a

$1.50 THE YEAR.

THENEWCOUNCIL

Skeels Is Sworn In After
Other New Members

The old council, which has been
conducting the city affairs for the
past 19 months, found very little to
do last Monday evening and adjourned
sine die, to make way for the new.

One surprise was sprung on them,
however, when the recorder read the
resignation of Jno. W, Miller, whose
removal from the city necessitated
such action. It was accepted.

The annual report of the city treas-
urer, elsewhere published, was pre-
sented to the council and ordered
filed. In this conncetion City Treas-

condition was better than it had been
for years and showed a net gain in
funds on hand in the past 19 months
of about $3,500, exclusive of the $5,-
000 received from the county for the
water front, P
The chairman of the committee ap-
pointed to confer with J. A. Lamb re-
garding the price at which the Lamb
heirs would deed the myrtle\grove to
the city, being absent, the subject
was not considered by the old couneil
and anything along that line now will
have to be in the nature of a fresh
start.
In bidding farewell to Henry Lor-
enz , the only retiring councilman
present, Mayor Johnson stated that he
considered Mr. Lorenz an extraordin-
arily good councilman and that he had
been a faithful watch dog of the treas-
ury, a very necessary adjunct of all
city, state or pational governments.
When Mayor Johnson ecalled the
new council together there was an-
other surprise sprung, for after learn-
ing of Mr. Miller's withdrawal, the
mayor quietly slipped out and secured
&c‘mt of Chas. T. Skeels to fill
the” vacancy caused, and after J. A.
Lamb and Allen McLeod had taken
their places around the table Mr.
name was presented and
conflrmed,

diately sworn in. The appointment is"
one which will be heartily endorsed
by the publie, for Mr, Skeels in the
five years he has previously served on
the board has made a very enviable
reputation as a wise, conscientious
and capable official.

The bond of Recorder J. 8. Law-
rence in the sum of $1,000 with L. H.
Hazard and L. J. Cary as sureties,
was approved and turned over to the
mayor.

W. H. Mansell, who has served the
city longer as councilman than any
one in the present body, was unani-
mously elected chairman of the coun-
cil. He has served in that position
first and last for six years.

The only change made in the sal-
aries of the city officers was in the
case of the recorder. Mr. Lawrence
thas been receiving $45 per month
from the general fund and $50 from
the water fund, but Mr. Hawkins' sug-
gestion that it should be made 50-50
was approved and the recorder will
now receive $100 a month, which is
none too much in these days of h. c.
L, and is an amount to which the ef-
ficiency of the present recorder clear-
ly entitles him.

The marshal and night marshal,
will receive $85 per month from the
general fund, the water superinten-
dent $85 and the fire chief 35 from
the water fund; while the city treas-
urer will receive $200 per annum, the
city attorney $50 per mont d the
health officer not hess than per
annum, all from the general fund.
When the resolution providing for the
officers’ salaries was up for consider-
ation, Councilman Barrow made a
proposition that “since the dovil dens,
the saloons, had gone out of business”
there was no use for a marshal, and
that as a matter of retrenchment the
offices of marshal and water superin-
tendent should be consolidated, there-
by saving from $60 to $70 per month
to the city.

Practically the entire council op-
posed this union of the (wo offices in

- jone man, many of the members argu-

ing that it would effect no saving
when the extra help needed was taken
into consideration, Mr. Lamb thought
there was enough work for one man to
do on the water system alone, keeping
up repairs which if neglected would
mean a large expense in the future.
Mr. Hawkins said that both wys-
tems had been tried and that 8, V. Ep-
person, who was the last to serve in
the dual role of marshal and water

(Continuod endfth page.)

urer Sanford said the city's financial

and he was imme-
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