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Port Orford Has Record Of First "Coose™

County Postoffice: Others Ex

plained

By Emil R. Peterson

“Coose” County's first post office was Port Orford. es-

27,

tablished March
postmaster.

1855, with

Reginald R. Smith as the first

Port Orford was located in Coos County until

the Territorial legislature created Curry County in December

of that year.

However, it was not until early in 1856 that

the county organization became operative.

Coos County as we know it to-

day did not have a post office of
its own until April 30, 1858, when
John J. Jackson became the first
postmaster of Empire City. Ran-
dolph obtained a post office the
following year when George Was-

son became .its .postmaster on |
August 18, 1859. March 7, 1863,
Amos C, Rodgers became post-

master of Coos County’s third post
office, Coos River.

Returning to Port Orford, kK
imteresting to note that two of its
early postmasters later became
prominent among the business men
of Marshfield. Andrew Nasburg
served in that capacity for Port
Orford from 1864 to 1866. In a
story Gaston's History of Oregon,
Thomas Hirst says, “Andrew Nas-
burg was the first postmaster in

18

tshfield.” A sign on the front
ireads: Nasburg & Hirst—Mer-
I indise—Post Office That was
|suhl:~'~.‘n--i in 1884 If you walk

Iduwn Front Street now in 1950,
'you may see that same building
im good repair and fully ocecupied.

: en D. Wolcott’s name may be

ound in the official records as
| having served Port Orford in the
| capacity of postmaster for more

| than ten years, 1862 to 1872, Later
{he became well known among the
{merchants of Marshfield. Older
residents of fifty years ago re-
jeall his association with his son
Chester, in the Nasburg & Hirst
building. Chester Wolecott contin-

el In the grocery business in

| sell in

Marshfield for more than thirty |
years. He still resides in his old |

home town.

county w Augustus F. Miller as
the first postmaster.

At the mouth of Rogue River,
John Dewey was made first post-
master of “Ellensberg.”

burg. Fourteen year later the spell-

ing was changed to "Eliensburgh"l

—notice the “h” at the end. His-
torians have ignored the “h,” but
the official records have it. Wall-
ing in his History of S. W. Oregon,
1884, refers to Ellensburg. Lar-
his book, The Doctor in
Oregon, 1943, speaks of Dr., Von
Der Green located at Ellensburg.

“Gold Beach” became the offi-
‘jal name on March 28, 1890.
There can be little if any doubt

that the place was called Gold
Beach long before the 90s. As
early as April 14, 1856, Rodney
Glisan recorded in his Journal

of Army Life, “I left camp at the

meuth of the Rogue River at six
p.m. yesterday, in the schooner
Gold Beach and reached here
(Port Orford) about ten last

night.” It seems reasonable to as-

sume that the schooner had been |

named for the place and that the
place had been called Gold Beach
even in the early fifties. But
officially, it was not until forty
years later that it took that name,

New Castle—Tell Tale—Eckley
~Each of thses, at different dates,
officially designated a single com-
munity.

The New Castle,

first name,

Notice |
the spelling, end with “berg,” not |

sounds like a perfectly good cog-
nomen. It would seem to infer,
however, that a rich coal strike
Wwas anticipated. Perhaps it peter-
ed out, and the disappointment
| suggested a change of name. But
|wr1,v in heck would they ecall it
;Tell Tale? It must proved un-
| satisfactory immediately, for it
|lasted only 39 days, when it was
|changed to Eckley. The community
is still known as Eckley, although
there has been no post office for
many years. Mrs. Charlotte W
| Guerin served as postmistress, be-
ginning with New Castle Decem-
|ber 1879; again when it was
| changed to Tell Tale May 21,1883:
{and next to Eckley June 29,1883,
| continueing until August 7 of that
Year. The name of the succéeding
|&ppointee appears to be the same
| as the first, except for the middle
initial, perhaps Charlotte N. Guer-
in, date of appointment, January
15, 1890. No record is at hand as to
the final loosing of the post office
at Eckley.

At another time I want to tell
you about a woman who has served
s postmistress continuously for
32 years in one location. If you
know of a case that can exceed
or even equal this record, please
| send it to this paper.

e
[TWA WOULD BOOST VOTERS

 REGISTRATION IN COUNTY

| The International Woodworkers |
{of America are actively engagvd|
| in plans to push registration of all |
| citizens, they announced this week. ,
| They want all loggers and wood- |
| workers in Coos county to be ree- |
istered and to vote in the coming |
elections.

Brilliantly designed and distinctively styled in gleaming white, gold, |
chromium and ice-blue, this streamlined Frigidaire DeLuxe refrigerator |
is representative of an extensive new 1950 line of 20 models in three
types. Featured are such innovations as adjustable and sliding aluminum
shelves, twin extra deep porcelain Hydrators which can be stacked to
make space for big items, a new full-width plastic chill drawer for bev- |
erages, and a new plastic basket drawer for eggs. The new full-length
door and ice-blue and gold interior trim make it particularly pleasing.
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IT CAN'T BE |
TOO SERIOUS |
I

The old saying is “Every Cloud |

Has Its Silver Lining.” Your |

troubles will have the same—
when you and your property |

. |
See us
|

are properly insured.

today!

Insurance of all types

F. R. Bull ]l

196 W. 1st St. Coquille, Oregon '

r

The First Sho‘wing

of

The New 1950

FRIGIDAIRE 4

HOME APPLIANCES

Friday and Saturday.
FEBRUARY 17th and 18th

We Will Remain Open Both Evenings Until 10 P. M.

FREE GIFTS FOR EVERYONE
Free Coffee and Home-Baked Cookies

Attend This Formal Opening

of

Our New FRIGIDAIRE Show-Rooms

—

Under the sales direction of John H Shilling3

Riverside Builders Supplies |

“The Place to Shop with but One Stop”

E. 6th St. just off Taylor

Coquille, Oregon

—

Phone 3521




