
Coquille V a lle y

«Jèntlnel
COQUILLE, OREGON JANUARY 1, 1M>.

z

1947 with its joys and sorrows 

will soon be part of the past, 

and 1948 will soon he here!

We join in the celebration to ring out 

the old year and ring in the new, 

and now voice the hope that 1948 will be 

crowded with many golden hours for you.
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« Out Dour 
STUFF...

By
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Many sportsmen shoot blue-jays on sight. They are looked 
upon as a predatory bird by many and they really boast of a very 
unsavory reputation. They are classified by many naturalists as 
a nest robber, robbing our songsters nests and especially that of 
robin red-breast.

To us, the cocky blue-jay is a loveable bird—the clown of the 
woods and a bird that mimics prac­
tically every bird of the 'forest. We 
have heard them render an excellent 
imitation of the blue (hooter) grouse,
•he scream of the red-band tailed 
hawk, the cooing of the band tailed 
pigeon. *

At one time we were treated to an 
especial concert by one of these cocky 
birds. We had been deer hunting 
and stopped to rest in the big green 
timber. A biuejay flitted about 
amongst the branches of n small 
cedar. Finally he seated himself up­
on a limb, threw back his head and 
burst forth into the song of a gold 
finch (wild canary).

While employed by the State High­
way Commission we had our trailer 
house parked in a Myrtle grove near 
Gaylord. We had four "banty” chick­
ens and a rooster that we carted 
around with us on the job. Nests 
were made for the hens and they 
were soon laying. We made it a 
point to feed several bluejays along 
with the chickens each day. We 
were finally rewarded for our ef­
forts by the jays sitting upon the 
branches of the myrtles and proceed­
ing to give an excellent imitation of 
our crowing rooster and our cackling 
hens.

en animals and kept such diseases 
from spreading through the general 
ranks of the vast herds.

Too many hunters and so called i 
sportsmen are far too handy with 
their firearms when it comes to the 
slaying of wildlife. Many of them 
assume the attitude, of “its alive— 
kill it” and are too wont to blast cer­
tain birds and animals from the pic­
ture. There is not enough sober
birds and so called predators. Each 
of them of every specie has a place in 
the theme of things be they so called 
enemies or friends of the animal 
world and it Is an easy matter to up­
set and unbalance Nature by un­
warranted attacks upon various 
harmful or harmless birds or ani­
mals of those kingdoms.

Racoons are on the Increase 
throughout Oregon according to re- , 
ports from different counties. Prices 
are extremely low on coon pelts this ' 
season and this accounts for the In­
crease in numbers of this animal.

Speaking of Coon, no doubt there 
isn’t a farmer In the country that has 
domestic fowl that hasn’t suffered 
from raids by coon on his chicken 
coop at one time or another. It is a 
very noticable fact that when a coon 
raids a chickencoop he always grabs 
himself the cock of the roost first— 
it is always the rooster that is taken

At the present time here at Remote, 
there Is a large covey of California 
quail near the store end also several 
bluejays frequent the premises. The 
call of the California valley quail 
sounds exactely like "Chee-co-go.” 
And now the jays are doing it—you 
can’t tell the two birds apart so far 
as their call is concerned.

It is rarely that bluejays damage 
orchards, and seldom if ever that they 
take strawberries from your garden 
On the other hand, our songsters, and 
especially robins are forever wreak 
ing havoc on cherry and strawberry 
crops. There are still plenty of such 
songsters left, so what is the differ­
ence If the bluejays does rob their 
nests occasionally—we ask you?

Let the gay, colorful biuejay liv< 
give him a break, for he is unlike an;
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other bird of our forests. We are 
for him!

' We cultivate the friendship of sev­
eral bluejays while o«j our ranch In 
the Fairview country and finally In­
duced them to feed upon the bird 
racks where we fed the sparrows, 
brush thrushes and towees, Alaskan 
thrushes and juncas (snow birds)’ 
If the feed rack happened to be empty 
when the jays showed up they would 
start to growl and scold and jabber 
until food was brought them.

These s^me jays would sit upon the 
limbs of the myrtles and sound off 
exactly like our neighbor’s gueniJ 
hens, the ad-oining neighbors turkeys 
and our domestic fo-vl. They were 
a constant sounce of entertainment 
and we learned to love that cocky, 
blue robed, crested headed clown of 
the forest. Fact of the matter we 
would much sooner slay one of our 
so called songsters than we would a 
biuejay. They are tops in our esti 
mation.

It is a known fact that whenever 
any specie of a predator is entirely 
eliminated from the picture, be it bird 
or beast, some other predator takes 
over. You simply cannot unbalance 
Nature and profit by the deal. The 
depredations of the biuejay no doubt 
keeps down the number of other pro­
tected birds that would raise havoc 
with crops by a marked increase in 
numbers if friend biuejay was totally 
exterminated. For instance, a dik- 

| trict where coyotes are very numer­
ous will be taken over by jackrabbits, 
moles and gophers when the coyote 
is exterminated from such an area

When cougar, bobcats and coyotes 
are completely killed off in a game 
country it is not long until the game 
animals such as deer develop diseases 
such as scours. When predators were 
numerous they preyed on such strick-
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GOOD WIRING 
means.

Convenience and Safety

Good wiring is essential- to every 
house be it new or old! With ade­
quate wiring, you have enough 
outlets to carry all your electrical 
equipment and you have protec­
tion from fire. Consult with us 
today on all your electrical prob-
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as the first victim.
A racoon is really an intelligent

animal. He is too smart for the 
novice trapper and his uncanny sense 
in locating a baited trap is something 
to marvel at. Often the coon proves 
himself much smarter than the aver­
age trapper, so far as stepping in the 
latter’s sets is concerned.•  •

See “Spike” L'etue lor insurance of 
all kinds, phone 5 or £3-1»_____ ¿tti

Away For Holiday—Miss Irene Bun- 
spent Christmas in Bend, Ore., at the 
home of her sister, Mrs. Oscar Day. 
From Bend, Miss Burr went on to 
Portland to spend a few days.• •
filmier Guesto—Dinner guests at the 
horde of Mr. and Mrs. George Burr 
on Christmas day were Mr. and Mrs 
Eimer Benham and two children, Jo­
anne and Dean, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Leach.______________ ______
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