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Cranberry Development Holds Fascinating Future For Coos Co.
By Phyllis Litsenberger

University of O r.gon Journalism Major 
'  When the pilgrim fathers sat down with nearly 100 Indians,

on that certain day in 1621, to a Thanksgiving feast of wild turkey 
and cranberries, they little realized they were starting a rite 
which would send cranberry growers in search of good bog land 
from Cape Cod to the Coos and Clatsop county regions of Oregon.

There are few sections of the United States that have the
environment necessary ior the grow-*----------------------------—----------------
■ ng of the cranberry and small sec- ,
tions of western Washington and Ore- !j 
;jon are included In the list. At pres­
ent the biggest boom in the industry 
is at Bandon, Coos county, Oregon.

Final determinations of the 1945 
crop of approximately 48,000 barrels,
Oregon and Washington taken as a 
unit, show that the west coast has ex- „ - .
ceded New Jersey in production.

Nova Scotia and small areas have 
been planted in Scandinavian coun­
tries.

While there is some dispute as to 
the origin of the word “cranberry,” 
authorities say that the appearance 
of the flower in the bud has probably 
suggested the name cranberry or

__ ___ ... “craneberry.” Just before the flow-
However, Coos county has^not near- bloom the stem and bud resemble 
ly reached full production of the .and 6,11 a cr,ne-
<erry that goes so well with roast Ber™? . . ~ ’

«  umber. ,he m ure, o< ““ ¡ ¡ ’¿ ' J ?

ten to twenty per cent and there 
is some damage to the vines.

The total cost of bringing an acre 
of bog. land into production is from 
*1,100 to *1,500; this figure includes 
ditching, weeding, operating, and all 
other costs.

The cranberry industry is by no 
means the first to make use of scrap 
products nor the first In which the 
demand exceeds the supply1. From 
the berry is derived the versatile 
ursolic acid. This ursolic acid is a 
tasteless, odorless powder which is 
soluble in organic solvents such as 
alcohol or benzine, but is insoluble 
in water or petroleum.
Berry By-Products Used

A salve, Vassinol, specified for skin 
lesions and burns, is made of ursolic 
acid, cranberry seeds and waax, and 
distilled water. This by-product Is 
not widely distributed as yet because 
of wartime restrictions, but will soon 
appear on the postwar market.

This ----  *

Girl Scout Troop I Elects Officers;
Hold Picnic and Outing at Bandon Beaches

The Girl Scouts.of.Troop I spent last Willard. 
Saturday night and Sunday noon at 
Bandon beach, in the Richmond cabin.
Saturday evening they had a meeting 
and elected new officers, which are 
as follows; president,'Thelma Bechtel; 
vice president, Robin Griffith; secre­
tary, Virginia Foots; treasurer, Lorna

The meeting was then ad­
journed.

Sunday afternoon was ¿pent wad-
After lunch 

hike up the beach. 
It was a very nice afternoon.

The mothers who accompanied the 
girls were as follows: Mrs. Eubanks,

ing and jumping waves, 
they went for a hik

Mrs. Griffith, Mrs. Chowning, Mrs. 
Plleth and Mrs Shaw, the leaders of 
the girls.. Sec. Virginia Foote

Neighborhood Club 
At Robb's Home

i Mrs. F. A. Robb entertained the 
Neighborhood club for one-fifteen 
o’clock dessert last Wednesday. At 
contract, Mrs. George Johnson won 
high score and Mrs. W. E. Bosserman, 
second. Present were Mrs. W. E. 
Bosserman, Mrs. L. A. Lundquist, 
Mrs. Harold Stromquist, Mrs. K. P. 
Lawrence, Mrs. Irving Larson, Mrs 
George Johnson, Mrs. Fred Hudson 
and the hostess.

___ ___  __  ___acid combined with cranberry
southwestern Oregon’s main industry, ! oil u  used ln the "»«king of cosmetics,
declines appreciably, the cranberry ™ c r e a m s ,  lipsticks, toothpaste, as a- **teTb«M ?»d as ingmulsifythe wild cranberries with upper river • on nrtribes. This native wild berry is of mg agent A* an or
ndustry may be the means of a live­

lihood for many more than those now 
engaged in the occupation.
West Takes Berries

The market for Washington and
Oregon cranberries is western United 
States as far east as Salt Lake City. 
About 75 per cent of the berries from 
Washington are sold through the 
Growers Marketing Association un­
der the Pacific Cranberry Exchange. 
A cranberry canning plant has been 
set up at COqutlle, Oregon, to handle 
all the cranberries sent in by co-op 
member«. This has greatly increased 
the market.

The principal producing sections of 
the United States are the Cape Cod 
region of Massachusetts, the Pine- 
Barren region of New Jersey, central 
and northern Wisconsin, Washington, 
und Oregon. Few cranberries are 
grown outside the United States. 
About 100 acres are cultivated ln

ganic chemical, the ursolic acid is 
used by Eatsman Kodak Co.

Here’s a thought; Each of the five 
Massachusetts,

good quality but has no commercial 
Importance since the berries are very

cranberry districts, Massachusetts a Cape Cod grower, made the first m .,,., Jersey Wisconsin Washington^ o S ^ h o u T c h ^ a X ^ r r y
M^ssach^ensh Thil McFarim varT dueen and from these five regional 
Massachusetts. This McFarun ' ,ar cranberry belles, an All-American

th e  ^ iw h istrv  re  1 C r» n b « rry  Queen should be selected- 
h ro th e r  H o w e v e r  th e  Induutrv re- Queen Suggested

Reports Heard From 
Rebekah Delegates

At the regular meeting of Mamie 
ening, reports were heard from 
e delegates who attended the Re-
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brother. However, the Industry re­
mained at its infancy stage until 1925, 
when financial returns marked it as 
a unique and profitable business.

Many varieties of cranberries have 
been tried and are grown in Coos 
county. The McFarltn variety is the 
most important now and produces 90 
per cent of the total crop. It was de­
veloped In South Carver, Massachu­
setts, and brought to Oregon and then 
to Washington. The berries are large, 
irregular in size, oval ln form, .and 
have a slight pubescence which 
makes them less attractive than some 
other varieties.

The Howe variety was originated In 
East Dennis, Massachusetts and Is 
second in Importance. These berries 
are medium in size, daTk crimson in

The selection of such a queen 
would entail a lot of fun and presum­
ably would bring considerable valu­
able publicity for the cranberry in- 
dusiry.

Already several of the five dis­
tricts have annual harvest festivals. 
One is the Wareham, Massachusetts, 
festival sponsored by the American 
Legion and Auxiliary with the co­
operation of the Maassachusets Cran­
berry Growers Association. This af­
fair '
tion

_____
eta, was highly successful and Is ex 
pected to be an annual event.

The cranberry industry, while com-

At the regular 
eve
the delegates
bekah Assembly at Medford 
week, namely, Helen Larson 
Pansy Ross.

Both received the Degree of Chival­
ry at the session, as well as Lois Stev­
ens. Elections of officers for the 
new term resulted In the following: 
N. G., Etta McPherson; V. G., Caro­
lyn Johnson; Secretary, Myrtle Ben­
ham; Treasurer, Ruth Holbrook.

June 8th the county convention will 
be held at Powers.

Anyone wishing transportation, no­
tify Cathryn Erickson.

* ...........
DuplicateClub Meets

Mrs. James Brady was hostess to 
the Duplicate Club Tuesday evening 
for seven-fifteen o'clock dessert. The 
table had an attractive arrangement 
of spring flowers. Mrs. Brady and 
Mrs. McCune were high pair for the 
evening’s play and Mrs. Boober and 
Mrs Thrift, second.

Present were Mesdames E. E. Les­
lie, Hal Pierce, JMary McKeown,

last
and

of festival and dance, with elec- ÿrÀnk T7irift^ R R
and crowning of a queen, and McCune U E McClarv and ig on the basis of admission Ück- ?£ Lun®’ V. E. McClary, and the host-

y 1are medium in size, aarx crimson in new’ on the Pacific coast,!
color, ov>l in form, of good keeping become an important feature of

! quality, and generally sold for the agriculture of Coos county, Ore- 
: Christmas trade They m «tu» about abundanv of other fruits

t a n  H a v o  la  tsar t h a n  the» M cF a r lin  V 8- *  »___iXk«- __  tu*ten days later than the McFarlin va 
Hety.
Berries Demand Study

The environmental requirements of 
cranberries are rather exacting and 
experience in ordinary lines of farm­
ing is of little value. The cranberry 

requires an add peat soil, 
depth of the peat ln the bogs 

varies from eight to ten inches to 
more than ten feet. The shallow peat 
bogs do not produce as well as the 
deep one for the superficial bogs will 
not retain moisture readily and are 
easily depleted of their g>lant foot. ; 
Brown spaghnum peat Is better in 
Washington and Oregon titan bogs of 

I decomposed leaves, grasses, or de- 
vaying wood.

It has been learned in the past few 
years that certain types of black 
muck, with an add readlon, will 

I produce just as many quality berries 
I as the peat land. In bogs other than 
peat or black muck, the cranberry 
leaves have a tendency to expose the 
plant to diseases and excessive 
growth.

Another important factor is the 
1 bog location. An abundant supply of 
1 sand or fine gravel should be close 
I at hand. The sand acts as a check for 
evaporation and provides a good me­
dium for the roots to grow. This
makes weed control less difficult.

! Harvest in September
The harvesting of cranberries starts 

about Sept. 15, and continues until 
Nov. 1. The two methods of gather­
ing berries are scooping and .hand­
picking, the former being the fastest. 
Never-the-less, the loss of berries 

[by the scooping ipethod varies from

plant
The
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on the market has little effect on the 
price of cranberries, as there is a very 
definite seasonal demand for this 
fruit. Since the cranberries can be 
grown only where certain soil and 
climatic conditions are found, over­
production of this fruit appears un­
likely.

Soroptimists Have 
Musical Program

Following the noon luncheon of the 
Soroptlmist club Tuesday, May 28, a 
musical program was enjoyed Spe­
cial features were three selections by 
the trio: Roberta Mason, Laura Swan­
son and Geraldine Oerding, and a solo 
by Geraldine. They were accom­
panied by Mrs. Thora Wation.

Three committees were appointed 
for the 4th of July celebration: Prin­
cess, Marjorie Throckmorton; Float, 
Lorene Simpson, Wanda Cochran and 
Marjorie Dragoo; Booth, Estelle Har­
bison. -'

Guild Meets With 
Mes. Selbig and Rosa

Hostesses at the Epicopal Guild last 
Wednesday were Mrs. C. T. Selbig 
and Mrs. Lloyd Rosa. The afternoon 
was spent in sewing and conversa­
tion, followed by refreshments. 
Others present were Mesdames W. H. 
Mansell. L. H. Hazard, E. W. Lxw- 
enz, F. M. Shaw, E. M. Briner, Ida 
Owen, Jennie Price, Charles Stauff 
and Mrs. James Watson of Seattle.

Past Noble Grands 
To M eet At Skeels *

The Past Noble Grands club will 
meet at the home of Mrs. Birdie 
Skeels next Friday night at 8 p. m. 
and all members are urged to be pres­
ent. A full program has been planned 
for the evening.
Meeting Postponed

Beulah Chapter, No. 6, O.E.S., will 
not meet until June. 25th. Grand 
Chapter’ will be held in Portland 
June 11th, 12th and 13th.

35c sold *300.00 worth of cows for 
a Myrtle Point farmer in The Sen­
tinel Classifieds.
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GARNI ER'S
REFRIGERATION SERVICE

NI,ht Phone 1«M 4»  W D*ï  Ph“ e W

Mrs. Harold McCue 
Mrs. Ralph Pointer 
Ida Oerding 
Mrs. Jack Sisk 
Margarite Stennett 
Hasel Simpson 
Mrs. Russel Wilson 
Martha M. Purdy 
Nettie Griffin 
Mrs. Elwin Nosier 
Mrs. David Bay 
Mae Ensele 
Margaret Mlddendorff 
Mrs. Don McCue 
Mrs. Albert Cupinskl 
Mrs. Lillian Ede 
Carve Davidson 
Mrs. H. F. Lindsay 
Mrs. L. E. Wolgamott 
Mrs. C. E. Alexander 
Thelma Cornelius 
Mina Naumeheff 
Benae Jewett

Yss, it’s tough and durable . . .  
but ao easy to apply) Brings 
the color ia old laded linoleum 
back to Hist Maksa old wood 
Floors look like naw! Iaay to 
claanl R equires no w sxlngl 
Alcohol-proof and akld-prooil

Only $2 95 VV“” '

GARNIER’S REFRIGERATION SERVICE 
42« W. Front. Coquille
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For FATHER

r  J / T .

MEN’S JEWELRY FOR 
FATHER

Key chains, tie clasps, collar pins 
and matching sets, designed for 
the modern well dressed man Il­
lustrated above—
Key Chain ............ .......... $1.00
Collar Pin ...................... .. 50ctax

that look much better 
than their price. . .
Clean-cut printed foulards that suggest exclusive origin 
Wooly textured tropical gabardines will appeal to the 
sportsman. So will the lively tropicgl motifs in the rayon 

jacquard failles I

98* 1.49
DELUXE QUALITY 

HANDKERCHIEFS 49c
Fine quality cotton with attractive 
colored borders. Sure to please


