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| Smith-Wood Provides

. Abeve is & panoramic view of the plant
you see here. “hw-w-“

Improved Markets Indicate Big Year F
Smith Wood-Produdts Plant Here in 1939

This month will end a decade of
operation in Coquille for Smith-Wood
Products, Inc. This period in retro-
spect reflects a development
progress unsurpassed by any other
operating lumber mill in the entite
northwest,

Commencing with the purchase of
a small Port Orford cedar and battéry
separator plant in 1928 that was oper-
ating on the present site at that time,
Smith-Wood Products has grown from
a small mill operation that it was here,
employing a hundred or more men,
into a major industry of Coos county
and the largest, most consistent of
the economic livelihoods of Coquille,
This firm, employing at times nearly
1600 men in the mill and in the forests
in order to carry on its operations and
regularly has 7560 working in the plant
which Is only two blocks from the
business section of the city.

As Smith-Wood has grown, Coquille
has grown and more homes have been
built here and new businesses have
started ‘and new business buildings
have been built as a result of this
aggressive industry right in our eity.
So, that the big gain in population
of Coquille has been due chiefly to
this large plant which has continually
added new departments that always
have required more labor, giving the
city more payroll. ' N

And now with another year in the
offing, predictions for the 1939 season
seem brighter than at any time since
June of 1937. More optimism on the
eastern markets and better conditions
abroad, particularly in England, have
led to a sharp uptrend in construction
which will without doubt result in
full time and complete operation of
the local mill to capacity in the com-
ing year.

“We have several producing units
in the mill,” said R. A. Jeub, assistant
general manager, but the apparent
increase of business already on hand
for the new year is not confined to
any- particular form of over-produc-
tion. The uptrend is general,” he
continued. The principal manufac-
turing units in the plant include a
cedar mill, venetian blind stock fac-
tory, cedar veneer and battery sep-
arator plant, fir mill, plywood plant
and the retail yard.

The plywood mill has the largest
number of men employed with about
225 in this department and it is work-
ing two shifts a day. The fir mill is
producng 350,000 feet of lumber a
day on a double shift which started
early last summer. Other depart-
ments have been working on ah ap-
proximate full time basis during the
last six months when .«conditions took
a turn for the better.

New Additions At
Plant This Year
Not Extensive

Although additions to the Smith-
Wood plant here have not been ex-
tensive during the past year, there
have been some improvements and
further investment that maintain the
plant as the second - largest lumber
mill operation of the county (Coos
Bay Lumber at Marshfield is regarded
as slightly larger),

A new planer was installed in the
planer shed and a timber sizer was
placed in the fir mill so that timbers
14 in. x 24 in. can now be handled
sized.

Two large loading sheds were con-

_ structed on the side next to the rail-.

road siding which permits all weather
loading for the company now. A 110
horsepower diesel engine was placed
in use in another tow boat on the
river which makes a total of three
diesel tow boats, together with two
gas tow boats.

Calling cards, 50 for $1.00.

Colorado- Town
Revives Ritual

Of Log Burning

Palmer Lake, Colo.—Residents of
this high-perched town on the great
Divide celebrate their modern Christ-
mas in an old-fashioned way, by
burning the traditional yule log.
Each year the log is secretly cut,
notched and tied with hempen cord,
hidden among the trees and rocks
awsiting the finder to whom goes the
honor of dragging it into town.

Last year for the first time Palmer
Lake burned its yule log in the town
hall, where local firemen built a huge
stone fireplace wide enough to ac-
commodate a four-foot log. Previ-
ously the celebration was held in a

|
é
%

early fathers substituted
the Nativity for that of
thra, the Persian sun-god who was
worshiped on December 25 in early
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tide became a time for feuds to cease.

In England, before the Reformation,
bringing in the yule log was an im-
portant part of the Christmas festivi-
ties., The community usually gath-
ered in the hall of the lord of the
manor, where the log was kindled
with due ceremony and all partock in
the wassail cup, a sweet cider flavor-
ed with fruit and spices.

Labor Relafions At
Plant Have Been
Peaceful Harmonious

When Smith-Wood Products com-
menced operations in Coquille valley
ten years ago, there were no unions
or union problems involved in the
operation of the plant. Up until 1936
there had never been any friction dis-
pute ‘or question betwéen the man-
agement and the employees and a
| comparative high wage scale was paid
all during that time. At no time has
there been a dispute Bétween labor
and management as far as working
conditions or wage scale is concerned.

The big trouble has been that Co-

. | quille has felt the repercussion local-

ly of a nationwide labor struggle be-
tween two warring factions seeking
dominance of labor as a block.

It was this strife which eventually,
led to the strike by C. 1. O. pledgees in
the mill in September of 1937, those
vho refused to join the A. F. of L.

And now with nearly a year
elapsed, since the Ivational r.avor Re-

lations Board tried the case of the
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wood members who struck were put
back to work last June on ruling of

agency.

But in the labor rift that has oc-
curred, although not due to any neg-
lect or fault of the management, ev-
erything has been peaceful and har-
monious and negotiations have been
conducted reasonably and intelligent-
ly with a harmonious settlement ever
in mind as an objective.

With another year in prospect, it is
the conclusive opinion of all con-
cerped that some kind of settlement
and- agreement be worked out,

AMAZED SANTA CLAUS
FINDS 33 STOCKINGS
IN MARYLAND HOME!

LEONARDTOWN, MD.— No less
than 33 stockings are hung by the
chimney with care each Christmas eve
at the home of Mr, and Mrs, L. J,
Sterling here,

The couple has 17 children, who
with the grandchildren and in-taws
add up to the grand total of 33,

Santa Claus can hardly see the fire-
place for the stockings when ne slides

addition"” to the Sterling housenold, |
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Largest Payroll In Coquille. Has Made Rapid Progress Since 1928 |

the Smuith Wood-Producis o the Coquille River af Coquille. A’ similar view 10 yours ago at iho sme angle did not show ene-half the industry ss

-mﬂlllll\lgmdthawmuniw to fill them all. In the years since he| found plenty of toys and other
of the C. L O. organzaton, there still started visiting the Sterling home, | .

seems to be nothing settled as far as Santa has found that another called, DR S g i
a permanent bargaining agency in the stork, also has the Sterling address
the mill is concerned. Although ply-|in his book,

But he has to replenish his supply
after each visit to the Sterling home.
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