il Coos County Nearly Century Old
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Rivers and Streams
Play Important Part im Lives of Many
People In This Section

J. H. Ryan
Assistant State Engineer

Most of us living on the Pacific Coast think of
irrigation Emjecll and hydro-electric developments
when we hear the term, “Water Resources.” Coos
and Curry Counties have not yet undertaken any
large developments of that nature, and the reason
is quickly evident. Except for the Rogue River,
which has its head-waters in the high Cascade and
Siskiyou Mountains, all the streams in Coos and
Curry counties rise on the western slope of the
Coast Range. Although this slope is heavily wood-
ed, the hills are steep and well broken up by gullies
and ravines, which qullchl'jl drain away the falling
water. The character of the soil is also a factor in
this quick run-off, the top layer of loam being gen-
erally underlaid i:: n dense clay hardpan which
will not retain much moisture, Practically all of
the precipitation falls in the form of rain and at
once starts on its way to the ocean. Nearly one half
of the total precipitation falls during November,
December January, 80 per cent falls during the
six months period October 1 to March 30, while the
remaining 20 per cent is spread over the period
April 1 to September 30. - Ag a result the winter

months are characterized by extremely high water
in the coastal streams while the summer and early
fall finds them at a very low stage. MNormal preeci-
pitation for the coastal country varies consid=rably
from north to south along the coast, being 83 inches
at Umpqua Lighthouse, 64 inches at North Bend,
69 inches at Port Orford and 75 inches at Gold
Beach and Brookings.

Irrigation is practiced on a limited scale by in-
dividual farmers who water small tracts, mostly or-
chard, garden, or ladino clover plots, and the drain-
age districts in the vicinity of Marshfield-and Co-
quille have made some use of summer irrigation.

However, the rivers and streams play an im-
portant part in the life of a great many of the peo-
ple in these two counties. Coos River and the Mid-
dle and North Forks of Coquille River are used to
float logs down to mills, Rogue River is the only
route to Agness and Illahe, commercial fishermen
get their living from several of the larger streams,
while the recreational value of the streams and
fresh-water lakes is hard to estimate in dollars and
cents but must be a large sum, when we consider
the amounts spent by tourists and fishermen at the
many resorts and camps scattered all along the
coast.

The United States Geological Survey is main-
taining river gaging stations on the three Forks of
Coquille River. The station on the South Fork at
Powers has been maintained since September,
1916. Here the maximum discharge was 25300
cubic feet per second (11,350,000 gallons per min-
ute) on October 31, 1924, and the minimum 13 cubic

feet per second (5,830 gallons per minute) Novem-
ber 30 to December 3, 1929, and October 4-13. 1932.
The mean flow of this fork for the sixteen years of
complete record is 444 cubic feet per second (199,000
gallons per minute). The station at the present lo-
cation on Middle Fork Coquille near Myrtle Point
has been operated since October 1, 1930. The max-
imum discharge was 23,600 cubic feet per second
(10,580,000 gallons per minute) on January 2, 1933,
and the minimum one cubic foot per second (449
gallons per minute) on July 16, 17, 1831. - The mean
flow for the five years of published record is 679
cubic feet per second (304,700 gallons per minute).
The six years of published record (1930-1935) for
the North Fork Coquille River near Myrtle Point
shows a maximum discharge of 10,400 cubic feet
per second (4,670,000 gallons per minute) January
3, 1938, and a minimum flow of 17 cubic feet per
second (7,630 gallons wer minute) September 5,
1830. The mean flow for the period is 833 cubic
feet per second (373,800 gallons per minute).
During each of the past several years the
writer has made a trip along the Coast High-
way from Astoria to California during the low-
water period in August and September, measuring
all the rivers and creeks west of the summit of the
coast range that are readily accessible from the
roads and highways. As a result of this work we

now have a fair idea of the low water flow of some
75 streams in Coos and Curry Counties and as new
roads are opened up and improved this work will
be extended as fast as possible,



