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Election Sets a New Record
~ With 43,000,000 Votes Cast

greater plurality than any candidate has ever enjoyed in the
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Those who, like ourselves, recom-
mended “No" votes on measures, will
make a mistake if they plume théme
uelmunhwl.umanutviduy.
This wholesale defeat was not due to
campaigning against measures. It was
4n avalanche of protest against mis-
use of the juitiative.  Confusion
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sulls of the election was the big vote ' and Bynon, of Multnomah; Wallace,
polled by the old age pension amend- | of Deschutes, and Fisher, of Douglas,
ment which came within 5500 votes of all went down to ‘defeat. Chinnock,
carrying and which, had it been ap- !of Josephine, Aitken, of Washington,
proved, would have completely dis- | Haziett, of Hood River, Hess, of

rupted the state’s old age pension set-
up, drying up the state and county old
age pension funds and leaving noth-
mg with which te match federal aid
to the aged.

The personnel of the next legisla-

lure determined, the race is now on
dull tilt for the gavel-wielding jobs in
the hoyse and senate. For the second
imegin half a century—the other in-
itance being in 1985—the democrats
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THE VOTE IN 1932 Here's How Parties »attle of the ballots were not without

heir usual quota of surprises, not the
east of which was the astounding
lurality amassed by President
toosevelt. While this stale had been
wwelly generally conceded 1o the dem-
cratic candidate not even his mast
abid partisans had anticipated the
andslide which swept every county
n the state —« including rock-ribbed
epublican Benton—into the Roose-
elt column Republicans who had
onceded a Roosevelt victory in this
state had grudgingly estimated his
margin of victory at 15,000 to 20,000
Democrats, on the other hand, had
‘laimed the state for their candidate
by anywhere from 40,000 to 75,000, a
cew of the more wild-eyed partisans
boosting the margin to as high as
100,000. The voters gave hih a plu~
1dlity of more than 143,000,

Only a little less surprising than
he huge total rolled up by Roosevelt
vas the strength displayed by Willis
Mahoney, democratic candidate for
United States senator, who, carried
rlong on the erest of the democratic
landslide. and ‘with substantial aid[
[rorn his Townsend admirers came

veleran Chas. L. McNary, republican
ally accounted an easy vietor in the
Alfred Dobson, democrat, who was
expected to give the veteran 1. H. Van

generalship, did so, coming within
11,000 of winning,

Winkle a hard race for the attorney|bers of that body,

will control the House organization
with 38 members in that body with
the possibility of one more -dependent
upon the outcome of the race in Uma-
tilla county where C, A. Moll, demo-
crat, is still trailing Carl Engdahl, re-
publican, by a mere handfyl of votes,

The senate remains republican, 18

ity members decidedly independent
‘n their veting, anything might hap-
en in the line-up on organization.
Frank  Franciscovich, of Clatsop

county, has been an active candidate |

for the senate presidency ever since
the 1935 session and is known to have
lined up considerable support for the
job. -  However there is a possibility
hat several of the republican mem-
bers may refuse to support Francisco-
vich, in which event the majority
members may turn io Robert M. Dun-
can, of Harnéy county, who is in a
receptive mood but not actively cam-
paigning for the honor. On the dem-
ocratic side of the senate two possible
candidates for the presidency are be-

* ing mentioned—W. H. Strayer, of

Baker county, and Walter E. Pearson,
of Multnomah county. Strayer, vet-
eran member of the senate, has al-
ways heen popular with his col-
leagues and could possibly win the
honor if he goes out for it. Pearson
has announced that h: will seek the
presidency if Strayer. dbes not.

. In the house there is a gotat show
of activity on the part of aspirants for
the speakership, the 1list including
Bull, of Union, floor leader in the
1935 sessions; Hyde, of Lane; Boi
of Klamath; Hesch, of Desch 3
Bames and Alber, of Multnomah. Of

within 6000 votes of ‘unseating the fthese Botvin or Hyde can be expected

to 12, but with several of the major-

FUnIon. and Zimmerman, of Yambhill
did not stand for re-election. Most
serious loss to the house will be the
loss of Hill, of Lane, Snider, of Lake,
and Wells, of Multnomah, all of
whom went down to defeat in the
QDmocrntlc landslide. | -~

A prediction in this column last
week to the effect that property own-
ers in Oregon could expect a material
reduction in the state' levy for 1937
has since been confirmed in a state-
ment by Governor Martin, announc-
ing the complefe elimination of the
property levy for state purposes with-
in the constitutional six per cent
limit, At the same time the governor
announced Lhat. the state would end
the current year with a surplus in its
general fund, the deficit which fast-
ened itself on this fund back in 192*
having been finally dissipated.

Pointing out that of the $43,000,000
tax levy against Oregon property
jowners for next year only $1,250,000
could be charged to the state, the
governor declared that “we must put
our local affairs in order as well as
our state affmirs.”

The governor in announcing the
improvement in the state's financial
status credited the improvement to
his insistence upon economy in all
state activities and to the operations
of the new budget control act. At the
same time he warned against “I:y
attempted raid on the -yreasury” by
pressure blocs “for their ?m selfish
interests.” ‘
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Consolidation of state-owned lapds
‘n ecastern.and southeasiern Oregon fo

increase their value for Brazing pur-
poses has been proposed by Statet
Treasurer Holman who has been as- !
sured of the support of Governor|
Martin and Secretary of State Snell
for his plan. At the present time
the state’s holdings consist of scatte--
ed sections 16 and 32 in cach town-
ship, set aside by the federal govern. |
ment for school purposes. !
posed (o transfer these
 holdings, totalling 694,730 acves to th

i In larger blocks to form
llnﬁn.uﬂh"-&thlme?lapm-!
vided for in the
enacted by the 193§

Wh“d.mlr intended to vote for

of a slate mining bureau. Sponsored
by the state D‘l!lnin‘ commission,
this new dopnﬂmontwtl.lulklnw-
propriation of $50,000 to cover its
operations for the forthooming gen-
eration. The planning board's pro-
posal calls for a governing board of
three non-salaried members and a
paid director to be selected by the
board. A similar program was de-
leated by the last legislative session
after a bitter fight in which the op-
position was led by Senator Strayer,
democrat, of Baker county.

Six dead and eight injured was the
toll of grade crossing accidents in
Jregon during October, according to
“ecords compiled by the public utili-
ties commission. The October death
list sets a new high record for grade
crossing casualties in this state, top-
Jing the May, 1936, record by one fa-
tality, -
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The state has .whittled $14,500,000
off its load of bonded debi in the
past eight years, according to- Gov-
emor Martin. The state’s bonded
debt reached its peak @t more than
$63.000000 in 1028 e governor
poimted out. Most of this debt was
represented by bonds of the highway
department and the bonus commis-
sion. «Calling attention to the huge
bond issues floated by both California
and Washington during the past few
years the governor declared that Ore-
Bon was “riding high, wide and hand-
some amidst debt-ridden states.”

For the third consecutive month
ber gasoline taxes rolling into
the coffers of the state of Oregon ex-
ceeded the million dollar mark. Rev-
enues from this source for the quar-
ter ending September 30 totalled $3,-
231,857, according to Secretary of
Stute Snell. This brings the total for
the nine-month period ta more than
000,000 as compared to $0,150,72)
for the entire 12 months of 1035,

Was It Saved or Wasted?
Elections have their humorovs as

well as their solemn and important
sides, says the Curry County Re-

A thrifty Scotchman-—at least, le
“netnattons-—nrd

Lanke

merely as a protest “against the exisi-
|ing order of things, However, wien
grazing act' he started to mark his ballot he de-
cided that such a vote
wasted. Hehltedl.om-mudvm--

would be




