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WHICH WOULD BE BETTER?
" Not that it makes
ditference to the people of Coquille,
but we must correct a statement in
last week's Siuslaw Oar, published at
Florence. That paper states that the
section of the Coast Highway for the

improved
is between Coquille and Marshfield,

and right badly does it need straight- | their operators’' licenses during De-|the nation that it is a national

lem and must be met squarely ui ‘5 :

ening.
is the high to Bandon, less
than three miles of it, where the

depth of water at the deepest point

Even as a resident of this county
who is supposed to know all its roads
and highways, dear reader, would
you prefer a (rip through the sand
and monotony of the Seven Devils
route, or would you be more greatly

A blockade of the highway be-
tween Coquille and Bandon was in-
convenient, but it was the first time
travel was ever stopped for a five-
day period. :

The stopping of northbound travel
at Bandon for that length of time
must have had compensating bene-
fits,
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BUDGET BALANCING

There are some rumors to the ef-
fect that a balanced budget is in
sight, says a dispatch from Washing-
ton. The budget for 1937, on which
congress now is at work, may give an
answer to how far one must be able
to see.

We don't know much about calcu-
lus, but by using simple arithmetic
on that budget we find it would be 14
years. By that time, expenditures
would have risen to $14,461,000,000
a year and receipts to $14,600,000,000.
In the meanwhile, the deficits would
have added $18,010,000,000 to the
present public debt, making the total
$50,261,000,000.

Nobody wants such a thing to hap-
pen. But the fact is that if we keep
on at our present rate, it will happen.
For the 1934, 1035, 1936 and 1937 fis-
cal years expenditures of the gov-
emnment have risen an’ average of
$412,000,000 annually. The average
increase in income has amounted to
$639,000,000. The increase in expen-
ditures would be much greater if con-
trasted with those before the depres-

In brief, the budget forecasts a
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one for the state or nation to deal
with in the opinion of Mar-
tin, who declared himself as opposed
lo any further huge federal appro-
artations for unemployrent relief
such as the $4,800,000,000 authorized
by the last congress.

Local officinls, the governor ex-
plained, are in closer contact with
the situation -and in bett:r position

{to weed out the deserving from the

undeserving than are state and fed-
eral officials.

The governor, discussing the relief
situation In Oregon with Elmer
Goudy, executive secretary of the
state relief committee, expressed the

opinion that an allotment of $10 a
month was adequate for the needs of
the average individual on relief,
qualifying this statement, however,
by explaining that recipients of relief
should be able to supplement this
|fund through part time or seasonal
jobs. &

| Sixty-six Oregon motorists lost

cember, 36 for driving while drunk

The piece which was under water and 30 for various other reasons in-|Pational issue.”
on way

icluding reckless driving, speeding,

“hit and run driving, etc. Three mo-
{torists had their licenses suspended
feet. It for fallure to satisfy a judgment re- -
anlﬂ“mmtulmun‘ from an accident under the hospital, in his dismissal of Dr. Phil-

provisions of the new safety-respon-

: sibility act. ; Y

Traffic accidents on Oregon high-
ways during 1835 took a toll of 259
lives, according to figures compiled
by Secretary of State Snell. While
[this traffic toll represents a decrease
of 54 from the 1934 record, Snell in-
sists that the traffic fatalities are
till too high and urges a continua-
tion of the accident prevention work
being conducted by various agencies
throughout the state.

Boys at the state training school
near Woodburn are to be given every

dairymen. Officials of the Oregon
Jersey Cattle club have offered their
) interest in
dairying among the 8. through
: of vari-

OF this inter-
est on the part of the Jersey breed-
ers the board of control this week
authorized Superintendent Laughlin
to change the school's dairy herd to
Jerseys. State Treasurer Holman
presented the proposal of the Jersey
breeders to the board of control after
a conference with a committee from
the breeders’ association at the train-
ing school earlier in the week.

If the state senale figured to dis-
courage Governor Martin in his de-
termination to develop Oregon’s min-
eral resources they reckoned without
their host.

During the recent special session
the governor asked for an appropria-
tion of $15,000 for the use of the
state mining board in making a sur-
vey of the state’s mineral resources.
The house cut the amount to $5000
and passed the bill but the senate,
under the leadership of the veteran
Senator Strayer, of Baker county,
killed the measure under an ava-
anche of “no” votes.

For the time the governor was
stumped but at last he appears to
have found a way out of his dilemma.
The state planning board this week
announced plans for an immediate
survey of the mineral resources of
the state. This is identically the sort
of program the senate rejected. but
the planning board appears to be
clothed with plenty of authority as
well as funds for proceeding with the
project.

The act creating the board author-
izes it to “from time to time recom-
mend to the governor comprehensive
plans for utilization, conservation and
development of the natural resources
of the state.” The board is also re-
quired “at the request of the govern-
or or the legislature of this state, to
conduct investigations, surveys and
research upon any subject and to
submit reports and recommendations

Relief is a local prob'>m and not |¢

al issues, rather than problems to be
'solved by the state or county gov-
erngents. In a statement issued at,
Salem this week in opposition to t

stale sales tax for financing old age
pensions Holman declared that “the
need for old age pensions and public
relief now is so general throughout

The state board of control in up-
{ holding Dr. G. C. Bellinger, super-
| intendent of the state tubercule

'lip Newmyer, hospital physician, de-
clared the ineident to be closed so far
as the board is- concerned. Friction
between the superintendent and his
assistant is understood to have been
the cause of Newmyer's dismissal
rather than any dissatisfaction with
his professional services.

In spite of efforts of the board of
control to curb the use of state-ovmed
automobiles the number of motor ve-
hicles owned by state departments
and institutions was increased by 28
automobiles and 23 trucks duging
1935, according to-a reperf by Dan
!Fry, state purchasing agent. The
stale now owns 574 automobiles and
754 trucks, Fry's report shows.

of $681,300 inheritance taxes to the
state’s general fund during
was reported this week by ! Stale
Treasurer Holman. This is in-
crease over the ten-year average,
Two estates paid 574 percent of the
total tax for the year.

| Traffic Fatalities in Coos Not
In Line With State Reeord

Although Oregon as a whole re-
duced its traffic toll last year, Coos
county records show an increase in
automoblle fatalities from two in
1834 to four in 1935, according to a
statement received here from W. R.
McDonald, director of the Oregon
State Motor Association in charge of
safety, whose likeness appears above.

Despite this local increase, he said,
Oregon maintains a prominent posi-
tion in the national safety record,
ranking second among states which
have shown outstanding reductions
in fatal accidents. Nationally, traf
fic deaths soared to a new all-time
high.

“Fallure of Coos county to better
its fatality record in 1935 is no rea-
son for motorists here to feel that
traffic accidents are wunavoidable ™
the motor club official declared, “We
are only just beginning a new year

State Treasurer Holman regards ’
relief and old age pensions as nation="|

Oregon estates contributed a tol‘
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What Price President’s Ball? |
Ripley is reported to have said af-
ter he had made a world tour, man is
never so strange as when he worships
his gods. With apologies to Ripley 1

an inefficient means of aiding a good
cause.

In the second place, the kind of en-
tertainment used always levies a tre-
The dance encourages
drinking. I once heard a state law-

and an opportunity is at hand to]
make a fine showing.”

McDonald pointed out thal counties
in which intense safety work had
been carried on generally reportedl
decreases. Klamath county, for exam-
ple, reduced its traffic toll from 22 in
1034 to 14 in 1935, he said.

“Serious accidents can be elimin-
ated if every motorist handles his
machine intelligently and observes
traffic regulations, which, funda-
mentally, are nothing but rules of
(safety. To drive safely one must al-
| ways take his job behind the wheel
as a matter of life and death.

' “Perhaps one of the greatest rea-
sons for serious automobile smash-

enforcement officer say that if every'

| dance hall could be closed that tbe|’

problem of liquor control would be
greatly simplified. The following'
item from a local paper relative to!
The President’s Ball last year shows'
thel the preceding statement is not
an imaginary one, “Many pn—-danoel
birthday dinners and cocktail parties
arc being given in ... st DG
vicinity in honor of this event.”

The dance also eneourages promis-
cuity. One day while “browsing”
around in the U. of O. library I acci-
deritally diiscovered some books on
prostitution in the United States.
These books had various tables show-
ing the circumstances of the first,
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it only remains to find out how many
cases of venereal disease occur in|
Coos county in a year in order to de-
termine according to the law of aver-
ages just how large a factor the dance
is in contributing to venereal disease.
According to the Oregon State Board
of Health there are no definite fig-
ures as to how many new cases there
are a year in this county. However,
they give as their opinion that there
are about 150 new cases a year in
this county. Twenty-five per cent of
150 is 37%. During 1935 there were
around 80 cases of infantile paralysis
in Oregon. Terrible as this disease
is, it in no way compares with ven-
éreal. Where have we helped much,
if in relieving the sufferers of one
disease we contribute to the cause of
a worse disease for 37 others in one
year in our county? It is not likely
that there will be 37 cases of infantile
paralysis cases in Coos county in 15
years.
Stop and Comsider, What Price
President’s Birthday Balli?”
Can't we find a better way!
Earl F. Downing.

our Coos county assessor is involved
which will probably cause a rush of

story

Log, state forestry department publi-
cation:
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duct has been distributed around
Coos county to ailing individuals
Jess Beyers had nothing to do with
this, it is probably where he got his
original idea—with the understand-
ing that they are to take it for a
month and if there is no improve-
ment, it cost them nothing Other-
wise they are to pay $100 It is
stated that this individual has not
lost a $100 bet yet.

Al the present time Beyers has a
quantity of nine-year-old bark on his
desk in Coquille and weighs out an
ounce and a quarter at no cost to the
taxpayers—to any one who cares to
try the recipe. This generosity on
his part may be the cause of him and
Sam losing a cool million.

You take the highresd
il take the railroad
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