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WOULD A % AUTO LI-
'CENSE COST LESS?

Oregon automebile owners, who
have been insisting on a reduction of
the auto license fee, and the list in-
cludes a large percentage of those
who drive care, are more than likely
to have their wishes realized at this
session of the legislature, by the en-
actment of a flat $3'or $56 rate law.

But how many have atopped to
figure whether they Wwould be any
better off, financially?

Taking the Chevrolet about which
the Sentinel editor knows more than
he does” any other car, the present li-
cense fee is $25.20. If the §5 fee
plan is adopted and one cent addition-
al gas tax levied, it would work out
something life this: .

The assessor would assess such a
car at about 60 per cent of its present
value, say at §150, With a levy of 70
mills in Coquille, that would mean =
personal property tax of $10.50. On
an average of one thousand miles of
travelling a month, the one cent ad-
ditional gas taX would amount to
$6.67, or & total of more than §22.
That is three dollars less than the
present license, but the more travel-
ling & car does the higher the gas
tax.
Of course, one hope that some auto
owners might have would be that he
might escape having his car assessed
by the county aesessor.

Writing in the Oregon Voter last
week, W, B. Dennis has this to say
about the g of sutomobiles as
personal property:

-

Will as you will, the personal prop-
erty tax on motor vehicles can not be
dodged. 1f the Legislature fails to
provide for its assessment, and collee-
tion by the state along with the li-
cense tax, county assessors will be
free to do so. The alert among them,
looking about for taxable sources of
income, will not be slow to seize this
open opportunity, especially in centers
of large population. In fact it will be
their duty to do so.

Not' one of the six states that have
adopted a flat tax has abolished the
property tax. Nor can Oregon do so!
I say “nor ean,” because the Legisla-
ture has no constitutional authority
to exempt from taxation any class of
property except as provided in the
constitution itself. If this be true,
then in some form or other, a proper-
ty tax on motor vehicles must be as-
seaned collected. Choice of the
agency lies between the state and the
counties. The Legislature must do
the choosing. If it does not provide
for the property tax, it will be the
duty of the assessors to do so.

Contrary to popular opinion the
present license law did not abolish
property tax on motor wehicles. It
did exactly the opposite thing. Tt
classified motor vehicles “For the pur-
pose of taxation” as authorized by the
constitution. The final tax assessed
by this act is a composite of privilege
tax and property tax. Value is esti-
mated by the unit of weight. The law
provides that the composite tax be
collected by ghe secretary of state and
the proportion of the tax due the
counties, in lieu of local assesaments
and collections, turned over to them.
If the state does not continue to col-
lect the, property tax for the counties,
the counties will have to do it for
themselves. The Legislature must de-
termine which practice shall, be fol-
Jowéd in the future. The choice is
limited - between these two alterna-
tives. The property tax on motor ve-
hicles cannot: be dodged.

The flat tax is a privilege tax. It
has none of the elements of property
tax, The gasoline tax is a sales tax.
It likewise has none of the elements
of a property tax. They are not as-
sessed according to_any unit of value,
either of dollars or weight. The tax
is the same for a $7,000 car or a §700
car; and for a 7,000-pound car and a
T00-pound car. The courts, so legal
authorities inform me, could hardly,
and in view of previous decisions, con-
strue a flat tax or gasoline tax to
be a property tax. If that be true,
what would be Oregon’s position if
the Legislature should adopt the ree-
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ommendations of the governor's H-
cense revision committee?

The governor's committee recom-
mended a $5.00 flat tax plus one cent
gasoline tax imcrease. It made no
provision for a property tax., [ the
courts should say that the flat tax and

‘| gasoline tax are not property taxes, it

would be the duty of county assessors
to list motor vehicles on their assess-
ment rolls, and those who have been
clamoring for reduced license Téee
would discover that the cost equiva-
lent of their license fees had been
greatly increased imstead of reduced,
If such'a possibility exists, the facts
concerning it should be brolight out
into the open form of this discussion
and defipitely detetmined. The Leg-
islature should not fool iteelf, .nor

ahould the Eple be fooled.

The /revenue bills began to drop
into the hopper of the legislature
Wednesday, but it is quite doubtful
that they will all be given considera-
tion, the budget balanced, and ad-
journment taken within the 40 day
wssjon for which the legislators are
paid.

By W. 8. Sickels

I TABLOIDS

Considered worthy of reprinting,
the Portland Oregonian in its Fifty
Yeare Ago items, mentions a fire
which brought death to five cats.
Fhus are these clean little household
pets being recognized more and more
a8 having a place in human affections
ind affdirs. Many people do not care
‘or cats, due to the fact that they
lo not understand them.

In every community aré a few in-
fividuals who have reputations for
wing close, stingy, greedy, ete., and
with whom it is hard to transact any
tind of business, even though the
imount involved might be of no con-
equence, Such people also are al-
ways trying to get the best of it,
~hich is a form of dishonesty often
'alled shrewdness. They disgust you
with their conduct, mmetin?t:ﬂ Wran-
gling over a penny, and you despise
hem thoroughly. Yet they often
sommand a deference that beggars
splanation. Have you ever caught
sourself showing uncalled-for polite-
ness toward a character of this kind?
If so, quit it and place him where he
helongs. 3

Not many hungry men have the
chance these days to read the news-
sapers, but they have all heard about
the swimming pool that is to be in-
stalled in the White House through a
$50,000.00 appropriation by congress.

“It isn't that we're so ignorant;
we just know o damn much that
isn't s0."—Josh Billings. The fore-
going is quoted from memory and
may not be correct as to its wording.

British statesmen have hit upon the
novel idea of settling Europe’'s war
debts to the United States, which to-
tal ahbout eleven billion dollars. They
would pay two billion and - eall it
asquare. American taxpayers in de-
fault would appreciate an opportunity
to settle at some such rate of dis-
count.

“Knowledge is power,” runs an old
adage. Also it is sometimes danger-
oue if mot accompanied by silence.
David 8. Barry, veteran sergeanb-at-
arms of the United States senate,
inally succumbed to the urge to write,
which is more dangerous than talking
However, it seems the dignified sen-
itors might better have ignored the
things that Barry wrote, but sena-
ors and congressmen are smarting
under deserved general ecriticism,
therefore are angry and peeved.

Bribery iz not always in the form
f an exchange of money for a vote.
Many men enter the halls of legisla-
ion, both state and national, with the
wibe in their pockets—a certificate of
slection to serve the special interest
hat may have had them in employ-
ment for several years.

Official recorde have revealed much
heavy grafting in various forms—
nepotiem, padded expense accounts,
ind a hundred other shocks to honor
and decency on the part of the peo-
ole’'s representatives.

In former years being elected to
serve the people in either house of
songrees was a distinet personal hon-
or. That regard by the public is not
70 much in evidence now. People are
learning more about politics and they
realize that “the pyrifieation of poli-
ties is an iridescent dream,” as e:l-‘
pressed by the late Senator John J.
Ingalls, many years ago.

Astronomers telle the sun e 92,
500,000 miles from the earth, but
there have been many days this win-

‘ter when it seemed wmuch further

than that.

Communism is said to be making
progress in this country. We have a
few communiets in Coquille, but no
activity has been obeerved among
them. They seem to have conseien-
tioua scruples against being active in
anything.
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By Allsndlack
There is little, if any, prospect at
this time of adjournment of the leg-
islative sesaion within the 10-day lim-
it during which the lawmakers are

pid for their services. That time ex-
pires next Friday night, February 17,
feaving only a week in which te put
through a taxation and revenue pro-

the property owner in the way of tax
reduction.

Of course it can be done if the leg.
islators make up their minds to do it
The tax problem has been uppermost
in the minds of most of the memb:
throughout the session and moel, if

their minds pretty well made up as to
how they will vote on the yarious pro-
posalse With, the property tax re-
instated through veto by Governor
Meier of the tax repeal bill the prob-
lem now resolves itself down to one
of either finding new sources of reve-
nue to take the place of the property
tax or admitting that it eannot he
done.

There is no lack of tax proposals,
In addition to the sales tax plan which
remains the one possible source of
any big revenue, there have been in-
troduced measures to increase the in-
come tax, the tax on insurance .com-
panies, on corporations and on inkeri-
tances.

levy or graduated property tax de-
signed to penalize large property
owngrs and give relief to the small
property owner. But'all of these pro-

mittedly doubtful, would not
enough to cover entirely the state's
needs and erase the property levy.

The past week has been a hectic
one with committees working day and
night in their, efforts to grind out the
‘huge grist of bills.that have found
their way into both houses. The
néxt week will be even more strenu-
ous as the lawmakers settle down for
the long, hard pull on the homs
stretch in their determination to fin-
ish the job and get back home.

The legislature has at least aet up
the machinery through which relief
is to be provided for Oregon’s needy
unemployed. House bill 169, sponsor-
ed by the joint committee on unem-
ployment has not only been approved
by both branches of the legislative
assembly but has been signed by the
governor and, bearing the emergency
clause, is now law. The measure pro-
vides for a state-wide committee to
negotiate with the Reconstruction Fi-
nance corporation for a loan to be
uwsed to supply direct relief. Esti-
matea by relief workers familiar with
the unemployment situation through-
out the state place Oregon’s need for
the current year at $5,000,000. While
the federal funds will be advanced as
a loan it is freely predicted that no at-

Htempt will ever be made to collect the

money from the state. The state-
wide committee will be appointed by
Governor Meier. The situation in the
several counties will be handled by
aub-committees of aseven members
each,-four of whom will be appointed
by the governor. The other three will
be members of the county courts or
persons selected by the court.

Two House bills, gponsored by Rep-
reaentative Nichols, limiting to tax-
payers the right to vote on bond is-
sués and tax levies were killed in the
senate. The bills were gsimilar to those
sponsored by Eddy in 1981 and which

Conetitutionality of this proposal has
been taken care of in the amendment
adppted by the people at the last
lection.

Oregon was the sixth state to ratify
the child labor amendment to the fede-
ral constitution. There is little like-
lihood, however, that the amendment
will beeome effective soon inasmuch
as 36 state legizlatures have failed to
accept it. The only opposition to the
measure in the Oregon legislature
came from the rural sections where
fear is felt that the amendment might
interfere with the use of children un-
der 18 years of age in farm work,

George Winslow, representative
from Tillamook county is heing
groomed for the 1985 Speakership.
Winslow is one of the few veteran
members of the House, now serving
his fifth term. Across the hall Sena-
tor Frangiscovitch looms as the logi-
cal choice for tha presidency of that
body. Although one of the youngest
members of the Benate both in years
and point of service he has a like-
able personality, is highly popular
with allithe mémbers and would dig-
nify the position of presiding officer

Just who is eotitled to credit for
negotisting the loan which will keep
Oregon off the shoals of warrant in-
debtedness is a question that is arous-
ing the curiosity of a number of the
legislators just now, A few days ago
State Treasurer Rufus Holman issued

100 for $180. .
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gram if any relief is to be given to|

not all of the members, already have |

There is also a proposal to|
impose a taX on gifts and a ecapital |

posals combined; without the sales tax |
whose approval by the voters is ad- |
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were later held to be unconstitutional. !
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J: Buy where Prices are Lowest and Quality Unsurpassed
|

Specials for Friday, Saturday and

Monday

FREE DELIVERY

| PHONE 166

SUGAR

C & H Fine Cane

Tmws.  27c
100 »s $3.95

Brown Sugar
18¢

|

3 s 15¢

BUTTER

Pound Local Make

Corn Flakes,

Hoody's Quality.

Rolled Oats

Albers Reg. Cooking 9 Ib

BROOMS

Peanut Butter
2 Ibs.

Med. Weight Four Tie EACH

"MILK

6~  25¢
FLOUR

Snowbird — Crown's pure
hardwheat quality.

49: 73c

19¢
ey & v
15¢
24¢
39

Golden West

Bag

Shortening

Swift's Crescent

MALT

Standby popular hrand Can

COFFEE
MATCHES

6 Box Carton

White King

Granulated Soap, Ig. pkg. Ea.

s

4 ms. 15¢
‘BEANS

Small Whites

5m. - 16¢
RICE

Broken Kernel

10ms.  25¢

.o 20C |
29c¢
|

b ol C
17¢
30c

|
4PI:;:\rd. Sugar
|

Pound

Chicken_s
lg. Rhode Is. Reds
14¢€ round

L Fresh Meat Specials
Pork Chops Beef Pot Roast

or Loin . Roast

I2¢€ pound

I

9c

HAMS

POUND 16¢

CORN

Swift’s Premium. No. 2 can

2 Cans 25c

Swift & Co.

special prices.

BACON

Swift’s Empire. Med. Wt,
POUND i12¢

SOAP

Swift’s White Laundry

10 Bars ch

will give free demonstration on Sat., Feb. 11th, featuring
some of the following items which we offer at these

Frankforters

Swift’s superior quality

2 LBS. 25c¢
SOAP

Swift's Toilet Soap

3 BARS 10¢

Tru Blu

Crackers

Tru Blue Sunshine
Salted Wafers.

2 LB. BOX

will also demonstrate their superior line of merchandise on Satur-

Graham Crackers

Tru Blu Honey Maid

day, February 11th.

25¢

21 Box

25¢

COOKIES

{ declared that with the cooperation of |
Governor Meier and Secretary of |
State Hoss, “T" had negotiated the
necesaary loan. Right on the heels of
| this statement the governor sent
| another one of hig numerous messages
to the House and Senate in which he
lativised the lawmakers that he had
heon succesaful in negotiating a loan.
Anvway the loan seems to have been
negotinted and state officials and em-
ployees will ‘be paid in cash—if and
when the necessary appropriations are
made. * There is a string attached to
the promised loan however, The mon- .
av will be forthcoming only when it
i shown that the legislature has held
the state budget within,the limits 'n-l
sommended by the governor and his |
hudget director. What with many
dtate activities cut off emtirely from
state aid by the governor and the
budgets of others cut to the quick
without any apparent rhyme or reason
and strong pressure being brought to
hear from many quarters to restore
Jelefed appropriations as well as to

recogniza a few newly discovered

needs, the responsibility hpﬂd_tp-“'

| & atatement to the prees-inwhich ke[ oo Uhe leginlature by thia string to the one

With every one

A package of Animal Crackers free

promised loan is a big one indeed.

Furniture and fixtures of the execu-
tive offices of the state hoard of high-
er education were moved to Corvallis,
aturday, following a recent order of
the board tramsferring the offices to
the college campua.. Dr. E. E. Lind-
eay, executive secretary of the board,
will continue in charge of the depart-
ment until the expiration of his con-
tract, J 1, after which the depart-
ment_w be plaged in charge of a
lower salaried employee yet to be se-
leeted by the board.

Senatar Goss, Coos county attorney,
thinks that county judges ahould be
members of the Oregon bar and has
embodied the proposal in a bill now
pending before the legislature.

The !stest proposal in sales tax
legislation provides for an exemption
of all pereonal property from taxation
for all purpeses. Retail sales would
be taxed at the rate of two percent,
personal services at the rate of*one

And _wholesslers—would pay

mtnﬁﬁnﬂm

pound purchase

25¢

Estimated revenues from such a tax
are estimated by the state tax com-
nission at an excess of $6,000,000 a
/ear or nearly twice aa much as
vould be lost through the exemption
f personal property. Revenuves from
*his tax would be divided equally be-
‘ween the atate and the several
‘ounties and would serve to offset
wreaent taxes on property. The meas-
iré has been designed to overcome
nany of the objections to the sales
ax which was presented to the special
session. Under its provisions a mer-
thant would pay no tax on his stock
f goods. Neither would the farmer
iy on his implements and livestock.
s"tllll h’““ll would pay upon their
wles. Prepared by the state tax com-
mirsion the measure is meeting with
' favorable reception at the hands of
‘he legialators and has won over many
of those who opposed the original
tross sales tax bill. Its passage by
“oth Homndltnhhhulym-
licted. In such an event provieion
will also-be made for.a special eloc- -
‘ion at which the people A

~anee 15 €Xphess their views on the
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