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By Lans Leneve
Well, here is another - sportaman
who has joined the circle of the camp-
“This is Merle Pettit, hardware
merchant speaking. My favorite out-
door sports are hunting and fishing.
My favorite indoor sport is basket-
ball. My ambition is to be a success-
hardware merchant. A Reming-
12 gauge shot gun is
A Winchester 30-80 is
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I have combed a territory for days
at a time with hounds and net even
got a start and becoming discouraged
would be about to move out, when—

The story 1 am about to relate
concerns “Old Lucky,” the largest
I have ever seen and I have
of killing dozems of

i
!
i

so of nice fat birds or
feet, stumbling along bemeath
weight of a lordly buck.

dogs.
breaks come in the most persistent
manner, either in your favor, or in
favor of the varmint you are pursu-

ing.

The weather was very dry, making
tracking for Cap, my varmint hound,
most difficult. The only runs I could
get were on coyotes and they were a

H

had gotten in its work amd dried up
the spoor.

That was lucky escape number one
for the cat. 1 decided to stay over
another day in spite of the condition
of my grub. The next morning Fite
again took wsides with the big ecat.
Just at daylight I was on my way and
the dog opened up on a cold trail
There were the footprints of the cat
and I figured that his hide would ac-
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attention to

West Coast Lumber Co.

A Complete Stock

of Lumber
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We will load your truck at any hour of the day or night
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| company me back to civilisation. The

spoor was becoming stronger, the dog
giving tongue more often, when the
sky suddenly became overcast, thun-
der muttered low overhead, lightning
flashed and then the very hills rocked
as the thunder opened up in earnest
and within five minutes [ was drench-
ed by a dowppour of rain. The cat's
tracks were wiped out, a very dis-
gruntled hound crept to the feet of
& very disgruntled hunter and cursing
my luck I hit for civilizsation.

June of the following year found
me again in the same territory as !
had received word that the couge:r
were killing deer in that district. Th
very first evening I struck the track
of the big eat. Yes, it was he, n
mistaking that big frootprint, ever
if it"had not been minus a toe.

It was growing dark when the dog
opened up on the track and 1 could
not call him back. It was & ho
track, leading (hrough the roughes!
part of the country, around the cdge
of rimrocked canyons, through dee;
gulches and up steep mountain sides

Then when the voice of the dog was
slmost Jost in the distance, ther
came that sound so dear to the heart
of the hunter—the dog's voice at tree.

Darkness had settled down by now
and [ eould hardly see my hand before
my face. A small spring was gur-
ging near the side of the trail and I
sought it out and made camp, satis-
fied that the faithful dog would stay
at the tree during the night.

I went to sleep with his voice roli-
ing to me from across the rocky can-
vons. | was awakened just before day-
break by the cold muzzle of my dog
shoved against my cheek. It was the
only time I ever knmow him to desert
a tree under forty-eight houms.

That moming I started him on the
cold trail of the night before, be-
lieving that he would lead me to the
trail where he had had the cat up the
night before and it would be clear
salling from there on.

Once again Lady Luck stepped in
and s before she ~favored “0ld
Lucky.” The big oat’s mate evident-
ly seeking him had hit his trail since
the deg’s return and soon he opened
up on & hot track and within a fow
moments I was squinting through
the sights at the big cat's mate,
perched upon the limb of a big cedar.

I put in & week in that vieinity,
illing one more cat but never met up
with the big boy again. So thus |
christened him “Old Lucky.”

But just a minute—the story has a
sequel

A year later, being connected with

i

stamping grounds.

traverse led through “Old Lucky's
I had never been'
quite able to erase from my memory
the thoughts of that big-footed ecat’
and the sting of defeat still renkled |
strong within me.

It was necessary for me to go to
Coquille for final instructions con-
cerning my mission and ss | returned
to my station | stopped off in Myrtie
Point and consulted with my friend,
Lioyd Jarvis, who then owned some
of tige finest hounds in the West, The
result of the conference was that
when | again headed loward my sta-
tion, beside me on the seat sat Grit,
the finest varmint dog in my friend's
pack.

The next morning by daybreak
‘ound Grit and me on our way into
the wilderness. The trip wes um-
eventful going into the Eden coun-
try, a distance of some thirty niiles.
However, 1 found *“Old Lucky's”
track in the dried mud of the trail in
ilmost the exact spot I had seen it
loring my previous trips.

The track was too old to even in-
terest the dog but 1 felt somewhat
elated to find that the old warrior
still frequented that part of the
woods

As | started homeward from Eden
Valley it began to rain lightly and |
with the coming of the rain all!
thoughts I bhad concerning the tak-
ing of “Old Lucky” vanished like the |
mists about me. !

As 1 struck that part of the trail '
which was no doubt a regular cross- |
ing for the big eat, old Crit was
away like a shot, his voice sounding |
a8 clear as a bugle in the mountain
air. It was a short run he made for
he was as fast as greased lightning
and he had hit a bot track. From the
head of a little draw his voice came
ringing down to me—and he h-ldl
treed! !

He was barking up a giant fir, 1
‘pent at least twenty minutes looking
the tree over. | knew the cat was
np there for that old dog never lied.
\t last a slight movement on a bushy
dmb betrayed the animal’s where-
abouts and hidden in the dense foli-
age I made out the outline of the ani-
mal's body.

It looked to be the size of a year-
ling panther. 1 could see the tips of
its ears, so drawing a fine bead an
inch below them [ let drive. The
animal stiffened on the limb, rolled
on its side and just as it started on
a nose dive toward the ground 1
planted another bullet through its
neck for it appeared so large 1 be-
fered an untimely death beneath the
lieved it to be a cougar.

When 1 got to Grit he was muss-
ing the animal up comsiderable and I
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stood there gazing at the largest cat hunts I have enjoyed in company

I have ever seen. 1 knew even be-  with these two noble animals.

fore looking for that missing toe| :

that “Old Lucky” had at Jast been de- Boy Killed on Elk River
David Bnyder, a 17-year old youth

serbed by the luck that had so long

been his. | from California, who had been visit-

As [ end this little yarn my the Wm. Hurst family on Elk

thoughts revert again to that vast , 'was killed at 4 o'clock last Sun-

stretch of wilderness where I spent afternoon when his car overturn-
Elk river road.

my DArTOW
jumped from the ecar but
of him and
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orthodentist
straightening of
regular monthly tripe
will be in Dr. Riet-

Monday, May 11th,
and consultation free.
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