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CoOQUILLE,

“Off with the old and on with the
new,” was the order of the day at the
city bhall Monday -evening. Mayor
Johnson and all councilmen except
C. J. Fuhrman' were present for the
short session of the retiring city ad-
ministration which listened to the
reading of the minutes, allowed the
month's bills and adjourned sine die.

Before surrenderinng the mantel of
office as mayor, Mr. Johnson
the members of the couneil, the
attorney and the ecity recorder for
their assistance and courtesy in car-
rying on the city’'s business for the
past two years.

To the new mayor he expressed the
wish for u happy and successful ad-
ministration.

€. T. Skeels was thereupon sworn
in by Recorder Lawrence, Before
calling the new council to order May-
oF Skeels said he had devoted consid.
erable thought to the responsibility
he and the new councilmen were as-
suming, along with the members of
the past council, and he realized that

| conducting the city’s business effi-

ciently was no easy job. 5
He spoke in the highest praise of
the retiring mayor and council.
Mr. Skeels declared that if he had
had the selection of six men to ast
on the council for the next two years,
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Raise Taxes or Reduce School
Per Capita If That Divi-
_ sion Is Changed

Statements by Marshfield papers
that that city will endeavor again
this year to secure a change in the
law in regard to the distribution of
the county general road funds, should
be carefully considered.

Under the present law the road tax
raised in any district is split 50-50
between the county and the district.

Under the new proposal it would
be split 70 per cent to the district, or
¢ity, and 30 per cent to the county.

If should should become the law
where is the county to secure funds for
general road expenses, operation and
maintenance of ferries, ete.?

Is it not the part of wisdom for a
city” to have the roads leading to it
improved? And should not the city
help bear the expense of improving
cotntry roads and maintaining neces-
| sary ferries?

" Look at Portland which has to pay

o the state market road fund, but

not have it all returned as

tch money, as do the other coun-

in the state.

few figures from this year’s bud-

and last year's expenses will
prove enlightening.

The levy for gemeral road work
this year will produce $105,000, of
which ¢he county will receive $52,500

A Short Caused the Trouble

Giving away of the piling along the
Bay water front, near the Smith
mill Tuesday afternoon caused the
| juice to be off on this side of the
{ county from 1:156 until after 5.

Two poles near the log dump at
the big mill went down and shorted
the circuit, When the switches at
the plant were thrown in they “froze™.
and melted together as did those at
the North Bend plant and at the com-
mon “bus”"—the connection through
which the  current of both plants
passes. It is just outside the mih
plant. ) (g

‘The wire insulation around the
plant also burned and for a time the
mill plant was so full of smoke the
workmen could not get in.

Marshfield was without power only
about 45-minutes as there is a con-
nection near the North Bend plant
which can be hooked on for the Bay
cities,

This common “bus” is necessary
for regulating the current which
might not be of the same power
from the two plants, and when that

'“bus” was knocked out by the short

there was no way to bring juice to
the valley until it had been cleaned
up.

RATE INCREASE
'GRANTED

A 24-hour telephone service was es-
tablished at Powers Monday evening,
as a result of the authority given the
telephone company, by the public ser-
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S. B. Leeper Has Hundreds of
Them Just North of
Coquille

A call worth making, if you are in-
terested in poultry is at 8. B. Leeper's
poultry ranch, just beyond the Cun-
ningham logging road. crossing. He
has built up quite a profitable busi-
ness in the last six years, after com- '
mencing in a small wdy with one 50-
egg incubator and 24 hens. These he
tranpnested, using the eggs from a
few of the best, for hatching pur-
poses. He has increased from that
small beginning until last year he
could set 5,000 eggs at one time and
brood 5,000 chicks, and he expects to
again enlarge his incubator capacity
this year.

He now has over 1500 White Leg-
horns and he hopes to increase his
flock to 8,000 by thiffall. He is now
trapnesting 600 pullets and will add
the best of them to his flock of breed-
ers in 1928,

Mr. Leeper now has three chicken
houses of 1,000 bird capacity each,
one incubator house and three smaller
houses for special matings.

In one of these small yards the
writer saw his foundation cock, a son
of Lady Jewell, who still wears the
original leg band. with a number and
initials of his former owner, H. M.
Leathers, of *Woodland, Wash. His .
pedigree is quite as entensive and ac-
curate as that of a pure-blood regis-

vice commission, to increase telephone

‘and the road districts the other half.
services in Coquille, Myrtle Point,

he could not have improved on thosp
iy 7 BEAR] 1 B £ e sy 18 00
the existing law.
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have suited him better.

flock are the secrets of Mr, Leeper's * !

rla

Lo

F o S

re "

lagt fall _J

'l‘l:lf bonds outstanding total $67
500, and street improvement bonds,
$46,600.67, which with the $15,000
general fund bonds, makes a total city
bonded indebtedness of $129,100.87.

As the improvement bonds will
eventually be paid by the property

improved, *Coquille’s bonded indebted- |

ness is in reality only $82,500, not a
large sum for a city of this size,
which has been growing as Coquille
has. .

Taylor-Ditto Improvement

The Taylor-Ditto Battery Station is
this week remodelling the front of
their service station and enlarging the
driveways, to take care of their in-
creasing business.

They are also installing a new
Air-ift pump, one of the kind which
shows in the glass container just
how much gas has gone into an aute
tank, and in the new pump will handle
the Ethyl gas of the Union Oil Co,,
reserving the old pump for Red Crown

The driveways will be two feet
wider acroas the corner allowing more
room for the servicing of ears.

Coupe Took a Nose Dive

R. H. Weeks, traveling representa-
tive of the Burroughs Adding Ma-
chine Co., took an involuntary bath
about five o'clock last evening in the

diteh along the dyke, between the
Fat Elk and the farthest bridge next
the foothills. The steering gear on
his Chevrolet coupe became loose, he
lost control of the car and it plunged
off the steepest bank there. It stuck
its nose into the high water but was
not submerged. Fred Koontz, of the
Coast Auto Lines garage, went down
and pulled.the car out.

——

To Fight State’s Grab

Judge R. H. Mast left this morn-
ing for Roseburg to attend a com-
mittee meeting of the 0. & C. grant
county judges. The object of the
meeting is te formulate plans for
combatting the state’s  attempt to

edge in and secure a portion of the

government's donation to the eight-
‘een counties.

Calling cards 100 for $1.50.
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ship by January 1st, 1927. With four
or five more members signed up for
1927 than the post ever had for 1928,
prospects for an excellent year are

iliary each month, and this is increas-
ing the interest. A very successful
social meeting was held after the
meeting Tuesday night, following
business meetings of the Legion and
Auxiliary,

The Auxiliary plans to hold =»
cooked food sale tomorrow, January
Bth at the 20th Century Grocery. The
Legion has under way for their
annual Minstrel Show, which will be
‘given soon

River Up Again This Week

The Coquille river reached flood
stage here again Monday night and
Tuesday morning was spread all over
the valley, although it did not come
within six or seven feet of the high
water mark in November. It was
high enough, however, to cause the
E. E. Johnson mill to shut down Tues-
day.

Marriage Licenses Off 68

Marriages are falling off in Coos
county. Aeccording to the records in
County Clerk Robert R. Watson’s of-
fice, the, 284 licenses fssued last
year were 88 short of the number
issued in 1926. This morning not
‘a single license had been issued In
Coon county -since the first of the
year.

B. B. at Riverton Tonight

Coquille High plays basketball at
Riverton this evening and a good
fans are going down to see how

boys

loeal get started in thelr
scheduled game.
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The new council is composed of G.

H. Chaney, E. G. Opperman and C.

C. Farr, hold-over members; C. L.
Willey, A. O, Walker and H. T. Wi-
mer, newly elected members. Those
rotiving from thé body were C. J.
Fuhrman, and Paul T. Ramsey.

On motion of Mr. Chaney, E. G.
Opperman was chosen as chalrman of
the board for the coming two years.

After adopting a resolution fixing
the salaries of the various city em-
ployes, Mayor Skeels submitted the
names of the following for appoint-
ment. Each of them was confirmed
by the council:

Marshal and Night Officer—G. E.
Trott, $126 per month.

Deputy Marshal and Street Com-
missioner—Frank Dungey, $126 per
month.

Water Superintendent—8. V. Ep-
person, $126 per month.

City Attorney—J. J, Stanley, $60
per month.

City Treasurer—O. C. Sanford.

QCity Engineer—E. L. Vinton, §8 per
day for time employed.

Fire Chief—C. W. Gardner, $5 per
month.

Health Officer—Dr. P. M. Drake,
not less than $10 per month.

Through an oversight the salary of
the city treasurer was not fixed, but
it has been $360 per annum, $250
from the general fund and $100 from
the water fund,

The recorder’s salary Was continued
at $1256 per month, $75 from the water
and $560 from the general fund.

The only change in the city’s roster
of employees wasé in that of marshal.
The position of deputy marshal, or
day officer, was transferred from the
water superintendent to the street
commissioner.

The bond of Recorder Lawrence, in
the amount of $1,000, with M. O, Haw-
kins and Paul Ramsey as sureties,
was approved by the council and filed
with the mayor.

The mayor then announced the fol-
lowing as the standing committees for
the year:

Ordinance—Chaney, Willey, Walk-
er.
Light—Opperman, Wglker, Wimer.
Fire—Farr, Oppefman, Willey.
Water—Willey, Farr, Wimer.
Street—Wimer, Chaney, Farr.
Finance—Walker, Chaney, Opper-
man,

The Coquille Valley Sentinel was
designated as official newspaper for
the eity.

Asked his opinion as to building the
Henry street bridge by foree account
at once, Councilman Chaney stated
that he feared it would cost more
just now to do it by force account
than the estimate of $6000 by the
“city engineer called for and said

oned the city ag  four - There was budgeted 18 ferries this

year, $36460—which is more than
the county would receivé from the

b S Y e

and North Bend ferries. Last year
the Marshfield-Eastside ferry cost the
county $13,859 and the Roosevelt
ferey $19,872.19.
not getting value received for the
taxes they pay which are included mn
the county’™s general road fund?

In addition to the $36,450 budgeted

road fund expenses of $81,326 to
provided for.

How can the county pay its gen-
eral road expenses, if the districts
are to receive 70 per cent, unless the
taxes for road purposes are doubled?

The statement made in a Bay paper
that the county is using general road
funds on market roads is not true. In
rural districts having market roads,
the district’s share of the general |
road fund has been used on markes
roads.

This year Marshfield will receive
$17,000 per capita school tax. The
tax is now $20 per pupil where it
was formerly §$10, and unless the bay
city takes a tumble to itself the
county court will be forced to return
to the $10 per pupil sehool tax in
order to have the funds for road
work, or else raise the tax rate again,
which has shown decrease the last
two years.

The cities are not entitled to all
their road taxes, unless no roads gre
desired leading from the farms ana
smaller hamlets. Fifty per cent to
/the district and fifty to the county ls

\a fair d]vili?_n.

His Is a Busy Court

If anyone has the idea that a jus-
tice court is nmot a busy place he
‘should consult the records in J. J.
Stanley’s office. Last year he heard
between 600 and 650 cases, over a
hundred more than were heard in the
Circuit court. In the latter there
were tried 76 criminal cases, while
Mr. Stanley heard over 200. Of civil
cases the circuit court was ahead of
the justice.

Probably there is not another J. P.
in the county who hears half as many
cases as does Mr. Stanley.

Osmond Made Chief Deputy

Frank Osmund, who it has been
expected for two months would be
chief deputy sheriff, was named a»s
such Momday by Sheriff Gage. It is
not probable that a better man for
the position could have been secured
in Coos county. Cool, fearless, slow
to anger, and yet keen in following
up a tip, he will, withut doubt; prove
himself the right man on the job.

Geo. Bohrer was retained as deputy
and W. P. Anderson was named as
deputy sheriff on the Bay.
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for ferries, there are other gonez L;

"The commission did not

Powers, , Banden, . Marshfield ,
North Bend. The commission an-
nounced last Friday, after_its mem-

e . HeCial

that the increase asked by the com-
pany was justified, and their petition
was granted.

The new rates became effective
January first and statements. mailed
the first of' the yesr earried the in-
At the time of the telephone hear-
ing at the Bay last Thursday, City
ttornej, J. J. Stanley asked Chas.
all something about the salary he
received as president of the company.
allow. the
witness to answer; but Mr. Stanley
has since had a letter from the com-
‘;pany’s accountant, Jas. Sullivan, con-
veying the information that Mr. Hall
receives a salary of $500 a month.
This is considerbly less than the
$10,000 salary which street gossip
has credited him with receiving.

Legislator Again in Toils

Hon. 8, P. Peirce, joint representa-
tive from Coos and Curry counties,
was again arrested for drunkenness
in Coquille last FfMay evening.
Marshal Lee Goodman warned him
the he had better get off the street,
and later Deputy Marshal Epperson
and Special Officer H. T. Wimer
warned him not to go into the dance
hall in the condition he was in. He
walked back down town and then
decided “those fellows can't tell tell
me what to de,” and started back. He
was arrested before entering the
dance hall and remained im jail until
Saturday aftermoon when he paid a
$26 fine imposed by Recorder Law-
rénce.

The last’ time our member of the
legislature was in jail here was dur-
ing the Corn Show.

E. H. Harnden Improving

A letter received this morning from
Mrs. E. H. Harnden conveys the in-
formation that Mr. Harnden is stead-
ily improving in health, the climate
in lowa appearing to be beneficial for
his trouble. At times he gets lone-
some for the Coos country and his
friends here, and Mrs. Harnden says
she finds herself wishing for the
balmy climate of southwestern Ore.
gon.

Year's Receipts of Clerk’s Office

Fees received in the county clerk’s
office for the year 1926, totalled $10,-
67642, which were received from the
following sources:

Recording, $5,400.02.

Circuit eourt, $3,130.00.

Probate and county court, $801.00.

Marriage Licenses, $852,00.

Miscellaneous, $492.40.

' Among the things predicted for the
new year by the Bandon World is the
oiling of the highway between Co-

Calling ecards 100 for $1.50.

quille and Gold Beach,

sufvess, Al therd 1§ 18 douwbt” that'h
he is making it pay, with a flock av-
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Mr. Leeperfis preparing to“supply
other poultrymen with a large num-
ber of baby chicks and pullets this
pring apd summer, and after inves-
tigation of the prices of the big deal-
ers elsewhere in Oregon and Washing-
ton, it can be seen that his prices are
low compared with those of high
grade poultry raisers elsewhere.

Mr. Leeper is always glad to take
visitors over his plant, whether they
are poultrymen or not.

Two Rn;ad Distric; Changed

The county court this week has
given considerable time to hearing
and acting on a large number of in-
‘digent applications of assistance.
Bedides allowing the month’'s grist
of bills the court ordered the estab-
lishment of the Glenn Collier-Fignh-
trap road and directed that the road
supervisor in Distriet No. 18 to pro-
ceed to open it for travel.

The roadmaster was instructed to
run a preliminary line for the Crofts
Lake Road, Below Bandon and con-
necting with the Roosevelt Highway.
When this is done viewers will be ap-
pointed to lay out the road. It was
petitioned for by W. B. Haynes and
others.

Two changes in road districts were
made by the court. The line between
the MecKinley and Brewster Valley- -
Dora distriets, No. 18 tnd 14, was
moved over to the Cherry creek
mountdin one-half mile north of the
center of Sec. 3, Twp. 28, Range 11.
The other was the abolishing of
the Beaver Hill district, No. 32, and
including that territory in the North
Bank district, Ne. 19.

Horns as Large as Elks’

As-fine a pair of horns as is often
seen is that on display in the Coquille
Hardware Co. window this week. It
is the mounted head of the eight-
‘point mule tail deer killed by Arthur
M. Fish in eastern Oregon last Sep-
tember. The mounting was done in
Portland by the sameé man whe
mounted specimens for Theodore
Roosevelt after the latter’s return
from his African expedition.

Within an hour after killing the
eight-pointer, Art killed a five-point-
er. Both were large animals, much
larger than the deer of this section.
The head on display looks almost
large enough to be that of an elk.

Postal Receipts Increade

In preparing his annual report to
the department, Postmaster H. C.
Getz found that the local office show-
ed an increase of postal receipts in
1926 over 1926 of nearly 9 per cent.
For the year just ended the total was
$13,201.68 as against $12,227.79 for
1926.




