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Now she stood, a
incongruously elegant littie fig
are in that kitehen. The brown Iady's
cloth . was very tight

X
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and basgued
flounced and bustled be-
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UILLE VALLEY SENTT
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lay soft and warn through the win- | gdjusted the stitched white bands of
ter. Along one wall stood a low chest | the severe collar and patted the cuffs
80 Tichly brown as to appear binck. | of the brown lady's-cloth, .The tight
The front panel of this was curiously | basque was fustened with buttons from
curved. BSellna stooped before [t und | throat to wulst. Her fine long hesd
for the second time that day sald: | rose above this trying base with such
“How " then looked quiek- | grace and dignity as to render the siiff,
Iy .?1 Maartje Pgol s though | garmemt beautiful. It was u-day of
' ' her laughing ‘ws | appalling bunchiness and equally ap-
Kiaas Pool had langhed. But Mrs. | palling tightness In dress; of panniers,
Pool's face reflected the glow in her| galloons, plastrons, revers, bustles.
own. Bhe came over to Bellna and | all mgnner of lumpy bedevilment. Thut
stooped with Ber over the chest, hald- | Seline could appear In this disfignrin:
Ing the lamp se that its yellow flame | garment & creature still graceful. slm,
tighted up the serolls and tendrils of | and pliant was a sheer triomph of
the carved surface. With one dis | spirit over matter. g/
colored forefinger she traced the bold| | ghe blew out the lght now and de |
flourishes on the panel. “Bee? How | geended the steep wooden stairway to
it makes out letters?™ | the unlighted parior. The door be
Selina peered closer. “Why, sure | tween parlor and kitchen was closed
enough! This first one’s an S1™ Selina sniffed sensitively. There was
Maartje- was kneelilng before the | pork for supper. Bhe was to leurn that
chest now. “Sure an 8 For Sophia. | there was always pork for supper.
It 1s a Holland bride's chest. And| ' ghe hesitated s moment there In the
here 15 ‘K. .And bere Is big D. Tt| gurkness. ‘Then she opened the kirch-
makes Sophia Kroon DeVries. It I8 | on door. There swam out at her a huze
anyways two hundred years. By | of gmoke, from which emerged round
mother she gave It 10 me when | Wil | pine eyes, guttural talk, the swmell of
married, and her mother she gave Ut | prying grease, of stable, of loam, wnd
to her when she was married, and| o¢ woolen wash freshly brought In frow
her; mother gave It to her when she | e line. With an lorush of cold uir

|
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wib all m-.:,l
bad known

coquuiL)

- — -

—

o)

-
to stapd these leather-framed (reas-
ures

potnt
Uncurpeied |88 her with politely Interested eye«,|
p led off the siiting ' Perhaps they would put up a shelf for
this Mausrtje Pool, talking,  her. That would serve for her little
Se- | stoek of books and for the pictures as,
fatm wom- | well. ' She was enjoying that Mitle
lnck of - fish of exhilaration that comes to a

& torrent of woman, unpacking. She took out her

opportunity presents |iself. neat plle of warm woolen underweur,
dim, close-smelling hall- ' her stout shoes, She shook out the |,
At end of It " cerushed

of the wine-colored eash.

wis  mere)s Now, If ever, she should hdve
: il% Ats purehase. But shé dido'y. |
i one, reflgeted, as she spread Tt

& “huge and | foslly on the bed, possessing wine-col-

ored cashmere could be altogether
downcast.

had | ter of the basin, took down her halr

bed. | ‘and colled It aguln‘before the swimmy

"quiited §0 that Seiina | tittle mirror over the wash-stand. Nbe
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her—*

yellow with age.”

l

that

absurdity
laughed agaln, Sellna thought that

Then, as Selina | FtOve smiled;

lmperiled the

two om thelr knees ‘sat
smiling at each other, wide-eyed, like

, folding the garments
body dress up In o | huckied and winked. A duet of tit-

room. Up
ded m'm\ bedroom
was to learn

g chtdugh
talk when

A narrowy
m’ 3 that
to ‘be - . struck
to the ' w. objects cau
ber eyes.
not” unhandsome walnut mausoicum,
reared its somber helght almost to the
room's top. The mattress of straw
and
edifice, but over it Mm. Pool
Jmercifully a feather
stitched

that sent the blue hake Into swirls thi

think sof” exclawned Se | guter kitchen doer opemed. A hoy.
essly; but stem-| nig arm plled high with stove-wood
“What's In 1t? Any- | entered; a dark, handsome sullen bho)
who stared at Sellna over the armloas

of wood. Selina stared back at bim

Poal and gave | Tyere sprang to life betwean the hu)
of twelve and the woman of nineleen

an élect¥ic current of feeling.

drawn.

thip schiool-teaching-veniure was start- | "oddenness.

ing out very well. Bhe would have
such things to tell her father—then
she remembered. She shivered u lit- | 18 ETease; a platter of ham. There was
tle as she stood up now. There surged bread eut In chunks. The coffes was
over her a great wave of longing for | 7%

her father—for thé theater treats, for

toasted In the oven, ground, and

his humorous losoph food there was plenty. It made Mrs
*ﬁmﬂ“& .:’cdnlm:ir::;;. Tebbitt's Monday night meal seem am-

Chicago houses; for Julie; for Miss

Fister's school; for anything and any | O0-Rosks wild ducks, crusty crulfers;
one That was accustomed, known. and {284 pumpkia ples vanished, never to
therefore dear.

She had a horrible | FetUIR She had been very hungry, but
premonition that she was going to

cry, began to blink very fast, turned | Cot her food Into I.I.ﬂllltﬂll?l_l bites,
a little blindly In the dim light and @4 not chew them wso well,” and de
caught sight of the room's third ar apised herself for being dainty.
resting obJect. A blneblack eylinder | TWeIl™ she thought, “it's going to be
of tin sheeting -Hke u #ove and yet @ifferent enough, that's certaln. . .

unlike.

It

was

polished

the | This is a vegetable farm, and they

length of pipe In the sitting-room be- don't eat vegetables. 1 wonder why.
low. Indeed, It was evidently a glant [ * * What a pity that she lets herself
flower of this stem.

“What's that?™ demanded

pointing. .
Maartje Pool, depositing the lamp | #& That hideous .dress, Shapeless.

on the little wash-stand preparatory |N. not bad looking, elther. A red
to0 Jeaving, smiled pridefully. “Drum.” | %ot on either cheek, now; and her
“*Drom™

“For heat

ey “When there | ¥ 968  in-wherelwheret-New

ook like that, just because she's a

Seling, | Iarm woman. Her hair screwed into

that knob, her skin rough and neglect-

ayes 30 blue. ‘A little like those women

Selina |In the Duteh pictures father took me

I8 fire™ Mra Pool added, hastily, | TOUK, Jears agol—yes. But that wom-
Bellna was tp learn that its heating | 0% face was placid. This one's

powers were mythical.
the stove In the sitting room “.:M.borrld.oldl 4 s

Even

when

. The boy Is,

blazing away with a cheerful roar none | ¥omehow, m;lloohn' — Ttalian.

of the glow communicated ftself to  QUeSE . . .

the drim. It remuined as coolly i | like some German nelghbors we bad in
@ifferent to thé blasts breathed upon | Milwaukee. They twist sentences.

it.as a girl botly besleged by .,,,,._iuw transiations from the Duteh, I

welcome lover.

“Manrtje ™

roared =

volee from
belowstairs, The volce of the hangry | DB, was talking. Supper over,

male. M“‘““““ﬂ-mﬁ-lr“-‘ relaxed, pipe In mouth

faint smell of scorching.
a bumping and thnmpln;i

Then came

heden ™ cried Maartje, In & gled
ber bands high In alr.

like
Sh.lﬂl"ﬂl

From below stairs ¢ame the hiss of
cocrhusks was unworthy of this ' frying. Selina washed {p the chill wa-

“Roelf.” thought Sellna; and even
took a step toward him, Inexplicahly

“Hurry then with that wood there!”
fretted Maartje at the stove. The boy
flung the armful Into the box. brushed
his sleeve and coat-front mechanicully,
| emerged. red- | gl looking at-Beblng,. o rn e
um- Klans Pool, already at table
€ap | thumped with his kmife. “Sit dewn,
wings, stiff with embroldery, | gegcher,” Selina hesitated. looked at
i Maartje. Masrtje was holding » fry-
ing pan aloft In oné hand while with
the other she thrust and poked u fresh
stick of ‘wood Into the open-lidded

stove. The two pigtalls sented them-
sslwes at the table, set with its red-
ched cloth and bone-handled cutlery.
his eap on a wall-hook and

might ha

: dently Klass had not hugged his joke
| fiuger:  “So married t in secret. Only the boy Roelf remalned
mﬁmmlm,“:“: unsmiling. Bven Selina, feellng the red
they both | Mounting to her cheeks, smiled a little,
nervously, and sat down with some

Maartje Pool now thumped down on

taken without migar or cream. Of this

brogial. Selina’s visions of chickens,

Why need she look like that,

Jakob Hoogendunk, Pool's hired
the

f

ir

é

_*.fiW3'L&ﬁﬁimkﬁqﬁ.:

in ber room—in the
she considered the top of the chill | hour before had be
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brushed past the'
back chalrs, stepped ov
reached across the table.

reading the dictionary!

Roelf had placed the pall
water on the little wash-stand
lighted the glass lamp. He was
on replacing the glass chimney
the four prongs that held It
Downstairs, in the [

“Nid Seemed quite
the yellow lamplight, hig
ly outlined, she saw thaf"
a small boy with tousled halr.
his cheeks, his mouth, his chin, one
could even see the -last fainf tfaces of
soft Infantile roundoess.

“He's just & littleSoy," thought Se-
lina. with a quick nn;r,.c'al“
to pass her now, withoun glaneing at
ber, his head down. She put out ber
hand; toucbed his shoulder,
up at her, his face
his eyes biazing.

speak.
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She had the horrible feefl:
that she was going to laugh' ery
at_once; hysteria, ¥}
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It ‘came to Selina”
that untll sow she had not heard him
Mer hand pressed the thin
stuff of his coat sleeve. e

“Cabbages — flelds of ecahbages—
what you sald—they are beautiful” he
stammered. He was terribly In earnest.’
Before she cotld reply he was oul of
the room. clattering down the stafrs.

8elina stood, blinking a little.

The glow that warmed her now en
dured while she spiashed about In the
inadequate basin: took down the dark
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