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“The Race to Get the First News of the Disclgsure to the New
York Merald and the Amusing Methods Used to Out-
wit the Spanish Censors at Havana.

The editor of the Sentinel When a with Spain ensved and & considersble

schoolboy became familiar with the part

statement that a pig was really the
‘canse of the war of 1812 between Eng-
land and the United States, by leading
to a dispute over a line fence. How-
ever that may be, it is clsssic history
that the beauty of Helen of Troy was
the inciting cause of the Trojan war,
Just how the misinterpreation of a
code dispatch in the office of the New
York Herald 24 years ago this spring
actually led w the “Remember the
Maine” slogan and plunged the United
States igto a war with Spain is very
interestingly told in the following nar-
rative by Walter Scott Merriweather,
in his paper, the Mississippi Sun,, of
Charleston in that state. Mr. Merri-
weather was a war correspondent at
Havana in 1898 and the way he de-
tails the incidents of those days makes
it evident that he was a good one:

' In Stephenson’s Ameriean History,
the one now being used in our publie
schools, oceurs thia paragraph:
~- “At Havana there were public dem-
onstrations of ill will toward Ameris
~cans. Therefore the battleship Maine
was ordered to Havana as an intima-
‘tion that Americans would be protec-
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had told me the entire story, He had
planned to write it himself but had
thought It inadvisable to do so until
some years had intervened. 1 asked
and obtained his permission to make &
pasging reference to it in an wrticle
which 1 had hesn msked to prepare
describing the scenes in Havana on the
night of the Muaine's destruction, but
the reference did not attract the at-
téntion 1t deserved. More with the
idea of supplying my friend with
than employing it myself, | had, as
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worse. - Instead of writing for ecart-
ridges he cabled.
The Herald and its Havana corres-

| pondent employed a private code. This

was necessary becngse of the strict
censorship exercised in Havana by
the Bpanish, And as it happened the
Herald man, Fred Burgin, whé was in
ctharge of the code and of Havam
cable news, was home sick when this
measage came click ' ng into the Herald
office one night:
“Camera rccq'n(l but no plates.
Please hurry by next steamer,
Y “John R. Caldwell”™
The full name “John R. QCsldwell”
signiffed that the message meant more
than the words indicated and that the
office would have to puzsle it out. Had
 Burgin been on duty h# would instant-
ly have understood that the revolver

had wed  but that there were no
nmﬂ.ﬂn. A young assistant got the
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be brought to bear against her, all of
these being in the batteries that over-
looked the sea approaches.

_ A Spanish pilot brought the Maine
into harbor and designated the buoy
to whith she was to make fast. If,
under the circumstances the Span-
fards hall not laid a mine under that
ined buoy in order to dom-
te.any forelgn warship making

side explosion.
Maine was found within 18 inches of
the surface. No inside explosion
could have drivén that part of the

b A

Ml

day I had bought a copy of Life

particular
duty at 11 o'clock, and I was trying
to be ready for the next ome.

From the hotel newe stand that
and

bad boen shipmates with this officer
before leaving the navy to take up
m'mﬂ‘.mm%uhw‘“'
el Ar e T e e “Ha| After resding that tribute to Kip-
;x:'m':.hm m'ua".po‘cn,them:rukdmﬂl

hﬂ mmﬂﬁum'“m \ e o
m-zmwummw“"""“““““”
mummmum%”“"w“‘”“ The last

verse of the poem reads s

know. “The stren twice thous
,%m«wmrh-:: ..‘;..':d -y
stepping to the door snd closing That serve the one command;
and speaking low and fast, “is within 1
18 inches of the surfacs, Wo found 1| gane, T the headlong
there tonight. Mr. Powelson was
mmdhhmh“'n?wmuhhﬁmmwhﬂ' X
Sdthlhulllliﬂ.". i The mine that gplits the main;

Wilfréd Van Ness Powelson was|The white hot wake, the ‘wildering
one of the constructors who had built speed— 1
the Maine and had been summoned &5 | The Choosers of the Slain.!”
umrthhnmmm.*! As the crux of the situstion was
knew reputation as a highly | magasine or mine, I very well knew
competent and thoroughing officer, | thyt 'my office would at once hit upon
and [ knew any information my call- 'that pregnant line, “The mine that
er gave me could be entirely depend- | lits the maffi” as containing the mes-
ed upon. sage [ was s to get to them.
Hove wis the biggest piece of | The orderly returned with the copy
news that couldshave emanated out|of Life, the censor took it and turn-
of Havana st that time, the answer|ing to'the last verse of the poem read
to the urgent question which editors | jown to those fateful lines. “Very
were cabling to their Havana cor-|clever,” he said, as he handed back
respondents. The faet that the'|ihe dispateh,
Maine’s keel had been hove up until| Bafled in all efforts to get the
it was within-18. inches of the sur- |gtory ‘through that night I went on
face meant only one thing, that the |hoard our despatch boat and set out
battleship bad been blown up by & ['for Key West as soon as the har-
mine placed beneath the keel and had bor rules permitted, and filed enough
not been by the explosion |on the Key West wire that ev

a

to be gotten past the Spanish censor?

The rule of closing the cable office at | parture from Havana, another of the
9 p. m. had been changed and the | correspondents got an inkling of what
office was wide open at ‘all  times. || had heard the preceding night. Hav-
Bot Madrid and Washington were|ing no despatch boat he had to trust
keeping it busy and there was very |wiolly to the cable. Knowing from
little that correspondents were al-|experigrme hbw hard' it was to get
lowed to send, that little being sub- | anything past the censor, he wrote a

the carrying of despatehes to the tel | trees,

egraph office at Key West, 'but she
could render mo help in this emer
gency, for by the rules of the
vesse
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