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COFFEE BREAK

Couple in friends group are constant complainers

DEAR
| ABBY

. ADVICE

DEAR ABBY: We have a group of
friends who get together most Fri-
day nights. We go out to eat, meet for
drinks or gather at one of the group
member’s homes for dinner and
drinks. One person in particular con-
stantly complains about everything ev-
ery single week.

They don't like the restaurant that
was chosen, or the food the host pre-
pared or the place the pizza was or-
dered from. Once, they kept repeatedly
telling the host they wanted to punch

the host’s son in the face because he
was rude to the host on his way out for
the evening. This guest’s spouse also
nitpicks relentlessly. It makes every-
body uncomfortable.

It has reached the point that the
group doesn’t want to get together any-
more because of the damper this couple
puts on the evening. My spouse and I
haven't seen the group for several weeks
now, but we miss them. Is there a polite
way to tell this couple their negativity
is a drag on the rest of the group, and
maybe they should seek professional
help or learn to keep their mouths shut?
— DOWN WITH THE DOWNER

DEAR DOWN: No, there isn't. But
you could stop inviting this particu-
lar couple. If you are asked about it, all

you have to say is that you grew tired
of their constant criticism, which put a
damper on the events.

DEAR ABBY: My daughter is mar-
ried with two children and, so far, she’s
happy with a wonderful husband and
a beautiful home. My concern — or
curiosity — is that they have hung pro-
fessionally done photos of themselves,
their kids, their friends and candid im-
ages from their wedding in many of
the rooms on the first floor, but there
are none of my husband and me or
the other grandparents. Every Christ-
mas we receive another framed family
photo of them. What would you think
if we gifted them a lovely portrait of us?
— UNSEEN IN MINNESOTA

DEAR UNSEEN: I think it's worth a

try, but don't be offended if they don't
display it. They appear to be so cen-
tered on their nuclear family that there
isn’t room for anyone else in their pic-
ture-perfect house.

DEAR ABBY: Recently, my wife told
me her brothers have been mad at her
for more than a decade and don't talk
to her because of something I said ata
family get-together 12 years ago. I asked
what they were mad about and what the
discussion was about that upset them,
but they didn't say — they just quit con-
tacting her. To me, it’s childish and rude
to treat their sister that way. Do you
have any thoughts or suggestions? —
DID NOT KNOW IN THE SOUTH

DEARDID NOT: Yes, I do. The term
for what your wife’s brothers have been

doing is “passive aggression.” Because
your wife’s brothers aren’t willing to
address the issue, nothing can be done
to resolve it. This is why I suggest the
two of you — and whatever other rel-
atives you do get along with — go on
with your lives and waste no more time
looking back.

DEAR READERS: Daylight saving time
ends at 2 a.m. Sunday. Dont forget to turn
your clocks back one hour at bedtime to-
night. And while you're at it, be sure to
put fresh batteries in your fire alarms and
smoke detectors. — LOVE, ABBY
B Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren,

also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was founded
by her mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact Dear
Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

Swiss claim record for world’s longest passenger train

The Associated Press

GENEVA — A Swiss railway
company claimed the record for
the world’s longest passenger
train Saturday, Oct. 29, with a
trip on one of the most spectac-
ular tracks through the Alps.

The Rhaetian Railway com-
pany ran the 1.2-mile-long train
composed of 100 coaches along
the Albula/Bernina route from
Preda to Berguen.

The route was designated
a UNESCO World Heritage
in 2008 and leads through 22
tunnels, some of which spiral
through mountains, and across
48 bridges, including the curved
Landwasser Viaduct.

The entire journey took over
an hour. Rail enthusiasts lined
the valley to watch the train’s 25
sections wind their way about
15.5 miles through the Alps.

Rhaetian Railway director
Renato Fasciati said the record
attempt was intended to high-
light some of Switzerland’s en-
gineering achievements and
to celebrate 175 years of Swiss
railways.

SpaceX nails booster
landings after foggy military
launch

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.
— SpaceX launched its mega
Falcon Heavy rocket for the
first time in more than three

Yanik Buerkli/Keystone
A train of the Rhaetian Railway is on its way to set a world record for longest passenger train, on Saturday, October 29, 2022, in Berguen, Switzerland. The 1.2 mile long trainis on a
journey on the UNESCO world heritage track from Preda to Alvaneu. The train consists of 100 waggons. The old world record of 1732,9 meters dates back to 1991.

years Tuesday, Nov. 1, hoist-
ing satellites for the military
and then nailing side-by-side
booster landings back near the
pad.

Thick fog shrouded NASAs
Kennedy Space Center as the
rocket blasted off at midmorn-
ing. The crowd at the launch
site couldn’t even see the pad 3
miles away, but heard the roar
of the 27 first-stage engines.

Both side boosters peeled
away two minutes after liftoff,
flew back to Cape Canaveral,

and landed alongside one an-
other, just a few seconds apart.
The core stage was discarded at
sea, its entire energy needed to
get the Space Force’s satellites
to their intended extra-high
orbit.

This was SpaceX’s fourth
flight of a Falcon Heavy, cur-
rently the most powerful
rocket in use. The first, in 2018,
launched SpaceX chief Elon
MusKs red Tesla convertible; the
next two Heavy launches fol-
lowed in 2019, lifting satellites.

‘Bluey,” Funny Girl’ set for

Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade

NEW YORK — The debut
of a giant “Bluey” balloon, Lea
Michele and the Broadway cast
of “Funny Girl” and the legend-
ary Dionne Warwick are some
of the highlights slated for this
year’s Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade.

This year’s parade — the 96th
annual — will feature 16 giant
character balloons, 28 floats, 40
novelty and heritage inflatables,

12 marching bands, 700 clowns,
10 performance groups and, of
course, Santa Claus.

New balloon giants joining
the line-up on Nov. 24 include
Stuart the one-eyed Minion
from “Despicable Me 2,” a new
green dinosaur, an Apatosaurus,
the debut of the animated sen-
sation “Bluey;” and a new “Diary
of a Wimpy Kid” balloon.

Other celebrities slated to be
on hand include Paula Abdul,
making her parade debut; Fitz
and the Tantrums; Big Time

Rush; “Blue’s Clues & You!” host
Josh Dela Cruz; Gloria Estefan
along with her daughter, Em-
ily, and grandson, Sasha; Kirk
Franklin; Mario Lopez; Ziggy
Marley; and Miss America 2022

ebrating Central Park.

“This November, as we once
again set the stage for the start
of the holiday season, we are
thrilled to showcase another
spectacle full of magic and won-

Emma Broyles. der that will help create everlast-
The singers Joss Stone, Jor- ing memories with loved ones
din Sparks and Betty Whowill ~ during this special time of year,”

all be part of the festivities as
will the stars of PeacocK’s “Pitch
Perfect: Bumper in Berlin” —
Adam Devine, Sarah Hyland
and Flula Borg. Jimmy Fallon &
The Roots will be on a float cel-

Will Coss, the parade’s executive

producer, said in a statement.
Viewers nationwide can see

the parade live on NBC and

streaming on Peacock on

Nov. 24.
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