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Aunt’s broken promises feed a years-long grudge

DEAR
ABBY

.| ADVICE

DEAR ABBY: My aunt is a
money-hungry, conniving thief.
From the time I was a baby, she
always bought me gifts. But when
her parents (my grandparents)
died, she literally stole more than
$200,000 from them. She claims
my grandfather willed it all to
her, which is not true because he
detested her. She promised my
mom $5,000 when she retired.
Well, it has been 10 years since
Mom retired, and my aunt claims
she doesn’t remember promising

edicts, but reluctantly. We keep
our shoes on in our home, so
spending several days padding
around in my socks makes me
uncomfortable.

Abby, diabetics are cau-
tioned to keep their shoes on at
all times, even inside. There are
real risks to a diabetic’s feet. Also,
I have trouble navigating stairs
and slipped several times while
climbing or descending the stairs
in my stocking feet. It’s dangerous
for me to go up and down uncar-
peted wood steps. It seems to me
that the no-shoes folk should think
about some of these issues before
issuing a mandate. — DIABETIC
DAD IN MISSOURI

DEAR DAD: Do nothing that

her. Then she claimed she invested
and lost it. Do I have a right to
be angry at her? — MAD IN
MICHIGAN

DEAR MAD: I think so, and
your mother has the right to be
even angrier. My question for you
is how much time do you want
to waste nursing the grudge? It
doesn’t hurt your aunt, but it takes
up space in your head that could
be devoted to positive endeavors.
This is not to say you must main-
tain a relationship with this
woman. Quite the contrary.

DEAR ABBY: We have been
visiting our children and have
been asked to remove our shoes
when inside. I am diabetic. I have
been complying with the no-shoes

is counter to your doctor’s orders.
If you haven’t explained them to
your children, do it now. Perhaps
a compromise could work: Buy a
pair of shoes or slippers for indoor
use only that you leave at their
home for the times when you visit.
However, if they are not open to
this idea, you will have to visit
with them only outside their home.
DEAR ABBY: I like this guy
at work. I think he’s cute, but I
don’t know if he’s interested. |
also don’t know if there’s a chance
he would ask me out. I'm scared
I might be considered a “cougar.”
I am older than he is by five (or
more) years. Please advise. —
ANXIOUS IN MARYLAND
DEAR ANXIOUS: Are

there any rules at work that dis-
courage employees from dating
each other? Some businesses have
them. Does this guy spend time
talking with you during breaks?
If he does, it’s a hopeful sign. Has
he mentioned what he does outside
of work and whether he’s seeing
anyone? If he does flirt with you,
you could always ask if he’d be
interested in meeting for a drink
after work, going to a sporting
event, etc. But be prepared that he
may want you only for a friend.

m Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or PO. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

Dogwalker discovers
errant alligator
roaming rural Idaho

BOISE, Idaho — Offi-
cials with the Idaho Depart-
ment of Fish and Game are
asking for the public’s help
after an unusual animal was
found in rural Idaho.

Southwest Region
spokesperson Brian Pearson
told the Idaho Statesman in
an email that a New Plym-
outh resident noticed some-
thing moving in the brush
while walking their dog
Thursday, Oct. 20. When
the resident investigated

further, they found a 3.5-
foot alligator — a creature
that’s decidedly not native
to Idaho.

Pearson said the resi-
dent put the alligator in a

bers of the public will call
the department if they have
any information about the
alligator’s origins.

Skydiver dies in

said the diver jumped at

the David Crockett High
School football stadium in
the northeastern Tennessee
town of Jonesborough. David
Crockett was facing Daniel

nearby horse trailer until Tennessee high school  Boone High School from
Oct. 21, when Fish and football pregame jump nearby Gray.
Game conservation officer Boyd said the skydiver

Brian Marek came to pick
it up. Fish and Game has
the alligator in captivity for
now, but Pearson said that
if no one comes forward as
the owner, it will be eutha-
nized or given to a licensed
facility.

Idaho Fish and Game
officials are hoping mem-

JONESBOROUGH,
Tenn. — A skydiver has died
after his hard landing from a
pregame jump at a Tennessee
high school football stadium
on Friday, Oct. 21, officials
said.

In a statement, Wash-
ington County Schools
Superintendent Jerry Boyd
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was a beloved husband,
father and grandfather. He
said mental health support
professionals will be at both
schools on Oct. 24.
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“Our deepest sympa-
thies go out to the family of
the injured skydiver that has
passed away,” Boyd said in
the statement.

Jump TN, a company in
Greeneville, told news out-
lets in a statement that the
55-year-old man worked
with the company and had

done more than 1,500 jumps.

The company said observers
and witnesses did not notice
anything unusual about the
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jump or his parachute, saying
it was deployed without
incident.

Officials have not yet
released the identity of the
skydiver.

After the incident, the
skydiver was airlifted to the
hospital for his injuries and a
moment of silence was held.
The football game went on
with a delayed start.

— The Associated Press
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