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Struggling wife at wits” end with her unhelpful hubby

DEAR
ABBY

ADVICE

DEAR ABBY: My husband
and I have been together for 12
years and our relationship has
started to suffer. We no longer
have dates, we don’t spend any
time talking with each other
unless it’s about the kids, and the
intimacy has faded.

A year ago, I asked him to go
to a counselor with me. I asked
him to be the one to set it up, as
I’m always in charge of doctor
appointments, bill paying, etc.
wanted him to show he was “all
in” to help fix our marriage. I
have reminded him to do it sev-

eral times, but he hasn’t.

He claims to love me and to
want our marriage to thrive, yet
he does nothing. Now that the
intimacy is completely gone, he
all of a sudden wants to work on
things. Go figure. I feel hurt and
rejected and like throwing in the
towel, but we have built a life
together and I do love him. I don’t
think therapy will work because
I'll feel like I manipulated him
to get there by withholding the
intimacy.

I feel sad and defeated. The
man [ married is gone, replaced
by this person who is just going
through the motions and using me
to take care of his kids and clean
his house. Please advise. — ON
HOLD IN ARKANSAS

DEAR ON HOLD: Ask your

doctor for a referral to a psycholo-
gist and make an appointment —
for yourself — for help rebuilding
your sagging self-esteem.
Because you long ago assumed
the role of organizer-arranger in
your marriage, it was unrealistic
to expect your husband to sud-
denly pick up the ball. He may not
know how. Once you are stronger
emotionally, schedule those ses-
sions with a licensed marriage
and family therapist, as you
have all the other appointments
during your marriage. Your rela-
tionship with your husband does
need work, and this is the path to
repairing it.

DEAR ABBY: My fiance and
I have a child together. I'm 31, and
he’s 16 years older. Sometimes I
don’t know if our relationship will

work out in the long run because
he’s so stubborn and set in his
ways. I’'m more laid-back and
easygoing.

What is bothering me the most
right now is his mother constantly
asks him for money. It’s not just
for little things; it’s for roof and
furnace repair and problems with
her water heater, washer/dryer,
stove and A/C. She’s married, and
her husband works. He should be
able to provide her with the things
they need for their house.

It’s not like my fiance is rich.
He isn’t. I have tried talking to
him about it, but it just ends up in
an explosive argument. It’s like,
why should I even try to save for
our family’s future and the things
we need for our house if he’s going
to keep giving it to his mother

every time she asks? Please help.
— ALL FOR MAMA

DEAR ALL: You wrote that
you are trying to save for your
family’s future. Is your fiance
giving his mother money that you
have been earning, or is it his? If
it is his, he can do with it as he
pleases — at least until after the
wedding. If he is fiscally respon-
sible, he should also be trying to
save for the future. However, if
he isn’t, recognize that the pattern
he has established may not be a
sound one for you and your child,
and plan accordingly.

m Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Buren,
also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or PO. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

Leaning lighthouse could collapse

For their study published Wednesday,

The Associated Press

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

BERLIN — An iconic lighthouse at
the northern German port of Bremen has
tilted sideways and could soon topple over
entirely, officials said Thursday, Aug. 18.

Public broadcaster Radio Bremen
quoted the head of the water police, Uwe
Old, as saying that nothing could be done
to save the lighthouse.

“Unfortunately, I think the tower is
going to be history in the coming days,” he
said.

Authorities have banned ships from
entering the Geeste River at Bremerhaven
because of the risk posed by the leaning
lighthouse, which is located at the end of a
stone jetty that has long required repair.

But port operator Bremenports said it
planned to allow commercial ships entry
again soon. If the lighthouse doesn’t topple
by itself, the company said it would tear
it down over the weekend with the aim of
replacing it with an identical structure.

Giant sharks once roamed the seas,
feasting on huge meals

NEW YORK — Today’s sharks have
nothing on their ancient cousins. A giant
shark that roamed the oceans millions of
years ago could have devoured a creature
the size of a killer whale in just five bites,
new research suggests.

Aug. 17, researchers used fossil evidence to
create a 3D model of the megalodon — one
of the biggest predatory fish of all time —
and find clues about its life.

At around 50 feet from nose to tail, the
megalodon was bigger than a school bus,
according to the study in the journal Sci-
ence Advances. That’s about two to three
times the size of today’s great white shark.
The megalodon’s gaping jaw allowed it to
feed on other big creatures. Once it filled
its massive stomach, it could roam the

oceans for months at a time, the researchers

suggest.

The megalodon was a strong swimmer,
too: Its average cruising speed was faster
than sharks today and it could have
migrated across multiple oceans with ease,
they calculated.

“It would be a superpredator just domi-
nating its ecosystem,” said co-author John
Hutchinson, who studies the evolution of
animal movement at England’s Royal Vet-
erinary College. “There is nothing really
matching it.”

It’s been tough for scientists to get a
clear picture of the megalodon, said study
author Catalina Pimiento, a paleobiologist
with the University of Zurich and Swansea
University in Wales.

The skeleton is made of soft cartilage
that doesn’t fossilize well, Pimiento said.
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Beach chairs stay on the beach next to the leaning Mole tower in Bremerhaven, Germany, Thursday, Aug.
18, 2022. Officials in Bremen said that an iconic lighthouse at the German city’s port has tilted sideways

and could soon topple over entirely.

So the scientists used what few fossils are
available, including a rare collection of ver-
tebrae that’s been at a Belgium museum
since the 1860s.

Researchers also brought in a jaw’s
worth of megalodon teeth, each as big as
a human fist, Hutchinson said. Scans of
modern great white sharks helped flesh out
the rest.

Based on their digital creation,
researchers calculated that the megalodon
would have weighed around 70 tons, or as
much as 10 elephants.

Even other high-level predators may
have been lunch meat for the megalodon,
which could open its jaw to almost 6 feet
wide, Pimiento said.

Megalodons lived an estimated 23 mil-
lion to 2.6 million years ago.

Since megalodon fossils are rare, these
kinds of models require a “leap of imagi-
nation,” said Michael Gottfried, a paleon-
tologist at Michigan State University who
was not involved in the study. But he said
the study’s findings are reasonable based on
what is known about the giant shark.
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GET RECLINING & GET SAVING! LI H M 1\'| = i gy 1 M

Choose from an amazing selection of our greatest recliner styles

and features including power, leather, swivels and more all sale . .

priced to fit comfortably into your budget!

MORRISON $§ 699
now only
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s Free Delivery ¢ In-Store Credit
+ 70 Store Buying Power
* Decorating Assistance

JASPER JOSHUA GAB?ON
Limited ngliner Rocke;kecliner esc;r99
time ONly! only 699 only $799 only

1520 ADAMS AVENUE La GRANDE, OREGON 97850 (541) 963-4144 « 8388-449-2704  HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9:30 am-6:30 pm. Sat. 9:30 am-5:30 pm. Sun. 12 noon-4 pm




