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2036 Main St., Baker City

541-523-6284   •   CCB#219615

HOMETOWN SERVICE THAT CAN’T BE BEAT

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 557-1912

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty* 
A $695 Value!

www.ImpactOregon.careers

Careers that make a difference

Work with people with disabilities! 

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

Smart security.

Professionally installed.
Protection starts with prevention

Get FREE Professional 
Installation and Four FREE
Months of Monitoring Service*

CALL NOW TO CUSTOMIZE 

YOUR SYSTEM

844-894-8790
Use Promo Code 4FREE

*Qualifying system purchase requires minimum $599.99 equipment purchase, professional installation and applicable services agree-

ment. DIY system purchases and reactivations of previouslyinstalled systems not eligible for off er. Off er not available in all states or 

provinces. Equipment purchase may be fi nanced separately subject to an agreement with one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. 

Monthly $1.48 cellular network maintenance fee applies. Taxes and local permit fees may apply. New Vivint Customers only. Financing 

eligibility and terms subject to credit approval by one of Vivint’s third-party fi nancing partners. Qualifi ed customers may fi nance equip-

ment purchase at 0% APR for up to 60 months. Month-to-month service agreement available when equipment is purchased upfront. 

System supports up to six cameras subject to suffi  cient WiFi speeds. Without a Vivint services plan, product and system functionality is 

limited (including loss of remote connectivity). Speak to a Vivint representative at the phone number in this off er for complete equipment, 

services, and package details, including pricing and fi nancing details. Products and services in Louisiana provided by Vivint Louisiana 

Commercial Certifi cate #58280. See comprehensive Vivint license numbers on Vivint.com.

Know When People 

and Packages Arrive

Peace of Mind 

Starts Here

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5

1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/13/22.1-866-373-9175
All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. 
Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

2-YEAR
TV PRICE

GUARANTEE
190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

$6999

10106 N. ‘C’ • Island City   541-975-1364   Toll Free 1-866-282-1925   www.reedinsurance.net10106 N ance.net

Reed & Associates for 

excellent service

LOCALLY!

Medicare, Auto, 

Home Insurance 

and Annuities

An Independent 

Insurance AgencyAssociates for 

vice 

BY ANTONIO ARREDONDO
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — Two Or-
egon environmental groups 
on Thursday, June 16, posted 
their findings for the state’s 
most climate-polluting power 
plants, and the results look 
grim for plants in Umatilla 
and Morrow counties — at 
least for now.

Six of the top 10 dirtiest 
plants in the entire state are 
in the two counties, accord-
ing to research from the En-
vironment Oregon Research 
& Policy Center and Oregon 
State Public Interest Research 
Group Foundation.

“Climate change is here 
and already impacting lives,” 
said Celeste Meiffren-Swango, 
state director at Environment 
Oregon. “We need to do ev-
erything we can to move away 
from fossil fuels and towards 
renewable energy.”

That action already has 
taken place in Boardman, 
where Portland General Elec-
tric Co. in 2021 dismantled the 
final coal-powered plant in the 
state. The pair of environmen-
tal groups rated it the dirtiest 
plant in Oregon in 2020.

The two sister groups 

looked at data from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy’s eGRID, a comprehensive 
database that shows the envi-
ronmental characteristics of 
nearly all of the nation’s power 
plants.

According to the report, 
Oregon’s top 10 most cli-
mate-polluting plants in 2020 
were responsible for 98.4% 
of carbon dioxide equivalent 
emissions from the power sec-
tor while generating 32.2% of 
total electricity. The total emis-
sions of Oregon’s top 10 power 

plants are 9.7 million metric 
tons, which is equivalent to 2 
million cars on the road for 
a year.

While none of Oregon’s 
power plants fell in the top 
100 dirtiest in the country, this 
doesn’t mean the power plants 
were in the clear. The top oper-
ating plant, Calpine Corpora-
tion’s Hermiston Power Plant 
in Hermiston, produces more 
than 1.56 million metric tons 
of carbon dioxide emissions.

With coal plants out of the 
picture, next up could be nat-

ural gas plants. These plants, 
mostly operated by Portland 
General Electric, also are 
changing.

“Our natural gas plants con-
stitute a part of our generation 
fleet that is changing, and will 
continue to do so,” Allison 
Dobscha, a spokesperson for 
PGE, said. “These plants will 
serve a different purpose in 
the future than they do to-
day, serving more as capacity 
resources that can provide 
flexibility and reliability when 
needed.”

The remaining nine plants 
on the list use methane gas, 
and the proposed shift away 
from gas to cleaner energy is 
something Meiffren-Swango 
is hopeful for.

“This list underscores how 
methane is an extremely po-
tent gas,” the Environment 
Oregon director said. “We 
will figure out better ways to 
power our lives before it’s too 
late.”

With Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown signing a clean energy 
bill that promises 100% re-
newable energy for electric-
ity by 2040, Meiffren-Swang 
said she believes that change is 
coming, and soon.

Report: Majority of state’s dirtiest 
power plants are in area counties

Michael Durham/Contributed Photo, File

Portland General Electric’s Carty Generating Station in Boardman 
came in at No. 3 on a list Thursday, June 16, 2022, detailing Oregon’s 
top 10 climate-polluting power plants.

BY AAMER MADHANI
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Joe Biden has signed off 
on giving federal wildland 
firefighters a hefty raise for 
the next two fiscal years, a 
move that affects more than 
16,000 firefighters and comes 
as much of the West braces 
for a difficult wildfire season.

Pay raises for the federal 
firefighters had been included 
in last year’s $1 trillion infra-
structure bill, but they had 
been held up as Biden admin-
istration officials studied re-
cruitment and retention data 
to decide where to deliver 
them.

The White House said 

the move announced Tues-
day, June 21 is intended to set 
“federal agencies on a path to 
continue working with stake-
holders towards an updated, 
competitive, and equitable pay 
structure, along with a sup-
port system that will address 
the many challenges that have 
plagued our wildland fire-
fighter workforce for decades.”

The legislation stipulated 
that the $600 million in the 
infrastructure bill to increase 
pay for wildland firefighters 
should go to all those fire-
fighters provided that they 
are “located within a specified 
geographic area in which it is 
difficult to recruit or retain a 
federal wildland firefighter.”

The Biden administration 
in the end decided on a raise 
for all the federal wildland 
firefighters over the next two 
years, according to a senior 
administration official who 
spoke on the condition of an-
onymity ahead of the formal 
announcement. The official 
said the infrastructure bill of-
fered enough money to pro-
vide across-the-board raises 
but the administration was 
looking to work with Con-
gress to provide a long-term 
fix on the firefighters’ pay.

“I will do everything in my 
power, including working 
with Congress to secure long-
term funding, to make sure 
these heroes keep earning the 

paychecks — and dignity — 
they deserve,” Biden said in a 
statement.

The infrastructure law 
also authorized agencies to 
increase the base salary of 
federal wildland firefighters 
by $20,000 per year or 50% 
of their current base salary, 
whichever is lower, through 
2023. The firefighters will re-
ceive back pay for the raises, 
dating to October 2021.

The National Federation 
of Federal Employees union 
had been urging the Biden 
administration to interpret 
the statute as broadly as pos-
sible, as firefighters across the 
country were struggling to 
make ends meet.

Biden approves raise for federal firefighters

LOCAL, STATE & NATION

Locations near Sumpter in-
clude claims along Cracker, 
McCully, Deer and Lake 
creeks, and Buck Gulch.

Several of the claims are 
southwest of Baker City, in-
cluding ones along Blue Can-
yon, French Gulch and Cal-
ifornia Gulch. There is one 
proposed mining operation 
along Salmon Creek west of 
Baker City.

The proposed work in-
cludes placer mining, suction 
dredging and, in four places, 
underground (lode) mining.

“I’m very, very pleased that 
it is finally out,” Jan Alexan-
der of Unity, mineral policies 
director for the Eastern Ore-
gon Mining Association, said 
of the draft EIS. “It’s been a 
long haul. I’m very glad for the 
miners. They waited an aw-
fully long time for this.”

The initial project started 
around 2005 or 2006, said Ray 
Lovisone, minerals coordina-
tor for the Wallowa-Whitman.

At some point, he said, a 
previous forest official stopped 
work on the analysis of the 
proposed mining plans. Lovi-
sone said the work restarted 
soon after he started work 
on the Wallowa-Whitman in 
2017, in response to repeated 
requests from miners.

He said a staffing shortage 
on the forest forced officials to 
hire a contractor to do much 
of the work on the draft EIS, 
which is part of the reason the 
process has taken four years.

Alexander said many of the 
miners whose operating plans 
are included in the draft EIS 
are members of the Eastern 
Oregon Mining Association, 
based in Baker City.

Although claim holders can 
do minor exploration on their 
claims without an approved 
plan of operation, they need 
such a plan to use equipment 
to process ore, even at a small 
scale, Alexander said.

That means the release of 
the draft EIS, with the poten-
tial for final approval of the 22 
operating plans, is significant, 
she said.

Alexander, a former Wal-
lowa-Whitman employee who 
retired in 2001, said all 22 of 
the proposed mining opera-
tions are relatively small scale 
projects, generally involving 
a few miners who work their 
claims during the spring and 
summer, often only on week-
ends.

She said that in most cases 
the mining proposed would 
take place on less than one 
acre each year.

“The amount of ground dis-
turbance we will see is pretty 
insignificant,” Alexander said.

None of the mining plans 
involve the use of chemicals to 
process ore, she said.

The claims are unpatented, 
meaning the land remains 
publicly owned, with the claim 
holder having the exclusive 
right to prospecting and min-
ing for minerals or precious 
metals.

One exception is the Bald 
Mountain lode mine north-
west of Sumpter, which is a 
patented claim, meaning it 
was converted to private land 
decades ago.

The Bald Mountain plan of 
operation is included in the 
draft EIS because the owner 
plans to use ponds that are on 
adjacent public land as part of 
the mining.

The draft EIS includes a 45-
day public comment period, 
as required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act.

That federal law, which 
dates to 1969, requires agen-

cies to study the potential en-
vironmental effects of projects 
on public land, such as min-
ing or logging, and to give the 
public a chance to comment 
about such proposals.

The draft EIS and associ-
ated documents, as well as 
instructions on commenting, 
are available at www.fs.usda.
gov/project/?project=45945.

“We look forward to re-
ceiving public comments and 
expect they will help us to en-
hance the draft environmental 
impact statement,” said Ken-
dall Cikanek, ranger for the 
Whitman District. “After we 
finalize the environmental im-
pact statement and publish the 
Record of Decision, those who 
submitted substantive public 
comments will have another 
opportunity to engage during 
the objection and resolution 
process.”

Alexander said she doesn’t 
expect any mining will take 
place until 2023 at the ear-
liest, since the final EIS and 
Record of Decision are still 
pending.

Alexander said the claims 
involved in the draft EIS have 
all been mined in the past, 
some dating back more than a 
century.

Today’s miners are either 
picking through the remnants 
left by historic miners, or 
looking for deposits on parts 
of claims that weren’t mined 
before, she said.

“We don’t have those rich 
deposits just lying there,” Al-
exander said.

Mining
Continued from Page A1

Claims covered 

in draft EIS

A list of the mining 
plans covered in a draft 
environmental impact 
statement released last 
week by the Wallowa-
Whitman National Forest:

• AC, placer, 11 acres, 
Cracker Creek

• Amigo Mines, placer, 
4 acres, Elk Creek

• Anchor 1/Old Crow/
Peerless, placer, 20 acres, 
Elk Creek

• Bald Mountain Mine, 
lode and ponds, 1 acre, 
McCully Creek

• Barbara 1, lode, 2 acres, 
Lake Creek

• Blue Jay, placer, 2 acres, 
Cracker Creek

• Buster 1, placer, 10 acres, 
Blue Canyon

• Buster 3, placer, 2 acres, 
Blue Canyon

• California Gulch, 5 acres, 
processing with hand tools, 
possible suction dredging

• David No. 1, placer, 
3.5 acres, Cracker Creek

• Dead Horse, placer, 9 acres, 
Buck Gulch

• Fine Gold, 3 acres, 
processing in existing pond, 
Cracker Creek

• High Bar No. 1, placer, 
22 acres, possible suction 
dredging, Cracker Creek

• J&J, placer, 1 acres, 
Blue Canyon

• Medic, placers, 5 acres, 
McCully Creek

• Native Spirit, placer, 
3 acres, McCully Creek

• Pardners Group, placer/
lode, 2 acres, Poker Gulch

• Return Placer Group, 
placer, 44 acres, Deer Creek

• Salmon Creek, placer, 
1 acre

• Slow Poke, placer, 15 acres, 
Buck Gulch

• Struggler Lode and French 
Gulch, placer/lode, 12.5 
acres, French Gulch

• Tough Luck Charley, placer, 
11 acres, Bridge Creek west 
of Auburn

“I’m very, very pleased that it is finally 

out. It’s been a long haul. I’m very glad for 

the miners. They waited an awfully long 

time for this.”
— Jan Alexander of Unity, mineral policies director 

for the Eastern Oregon Mining Association, said of the 
draft environmental impact statement


