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Baker High School

Lacy Churchfield
Congratulations Lacy! We love you and 

you have a bright future waiting for 

you! So proud! Love Dad, Mom, Taylor, 

Hayden and PJ.

Baker High School

Gus Terteling

We are so proud of you and 

excited for your future!

Love Mom and Dad

Baker High School

Quinton Johnson
Q, 

We are proud of you!!

From all your family

Baker High School

Kadence Parsons
Congratulations Kadence!

We are so very proud of you!

Love you, mom and dad.

Baker High School

Morgan Kay Pelcha
A man’s heart plans his course, but the Lord 

directs his steps. Proverbs 16:9

Morgan Kay we are so glad God gave us you!

We Love you!            Mom & Dad

Baker High School

Megan Hurley

Congratulations! Enjoy your  

next adventure!

Love & hugs, Grandma

Baker High School

Savannah Brown
We are over the moon proud of you!

Love you always,

Mom and Dad

Baker High School

Savannah Brown
We are over the moon proud of you!

Love you always,

Mom and Dad

Baker High School

Kelcee Beth Bailey
“The next time I have to come in here 

I’m crackin’ skulls.” The Breakfast Club 

Proud of you! Love, Mom and Dad

Baker High School

Well done Gaven!
We are so very proud of  

your accomplishments! 

Wishing you every happiness  

and success always.

Baker High School

We are so proud  

of you, Syd! 
We love you, 

Mom, Dad, Ellie and Dahlia.

REGION

BY PETER WONG
Oregon Capital Bureau

Democrat Ron Wyden says 
it’s up to Republican colleagues 
in the U.S. Senate to show 
whether they are serious about 
federal firearms restrictions 
after two mass shootings this 
month in Buffalo, N.Y., and 
Uvalde, Texas.

The Senate debated such 
legislation most recently in 
2013, after the 2012 shootings 
at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Conn., 
claimed the lives of 20 children 
and six adults. But the Senate 
fell short of the 60 votes re-
quired to advance legislation 
without a filibuster, although 
Wyden and Democratic Sen. 
Jeff Merkley voted for it.

The Senate is now in recess for 
Memorial Day — and a group 
of Democratic and Republican 
senators began talks to see if 
there is a basis for legislation.

“That is the question of our 
time. You noticed how I ap-
proached it: The next 10 days 
are really crucial,” Wyden told 
reporters Friday, May 27, in the 
lobby of the federal building 
where he has his Portland office.

“The question of com-
mon-sense gun reform is not 
an either/or proposition. We 
protect the right of gun own-
ership for law-abiding people, 
and we’ve got to have a new 
measure of safety to prevent 
gun violence.”

Wyden himself has intro-
duced or co-sponsored a list 
of bills. Among the proposals: 
Universal background checks 
for firearms purchasers, raising 
the age of possession from 18 
to 21, restricting guns on cam-
puses, banning assault weap-
ons, and barring access to guns 
by terrorists, domestic abusers 
and others at risk of harming 
themselves or others.

“All of those would make a 
real difference in reducing the 
risk of these mass shootings, as 
well as tackling the reported in-
crease of shooting incidents in 
our hometown,” Wyden said. 
“We are not talking about some-
thing thousands of miles away.”

Wyden discussed the issue at 
a town hall meeting in Keizer 
several days after the Feb. 
14, 2018, shootings at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla., that 
claimed 17 lives and wounded 
17 others.

The prospects for legislation 
are not high. The Senate has 
not taken up the issue since the 
failed votes in 2013. The Senate 
deadlocked 47-47 on May 26 
on closing debate on a bill (HR 
350) to improve monitoring, 

investigating and prosecuting 
domestic terrorism by the FBI, 
Justice Department and De-
partment of Homeland Secu-
rity. That vote was short of the 
60 required to close debate, al-
though Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer of New York switched 
his vote to preserve the option 
of bringing it back.

The House passed two bills 
in March 2021, but neither is 
likely to pass in the evenly di-
vided Senate. One bill (HR 8) 
would expand federal back-
ground checks on potential 
buyers to sales at gun shows 
and on the internet, not just 
those by licensed dealers. The 
other (HR 1446) would al-
low more time for federal law 
enforcement to conduct a 
check and close the so-called 
“Charleston loophole,” under 
which the shooter in a 2015 
massacre obtained firearms al-
though the check had not been 
completed within the required 
three business days.

After Uvalde: ‘Enough’
Wyden spoke in the after-

math of the nation’s latest mass 
shootings. On May 14, 10 Black 
people died in a supermarket 
in Buffalo, N.Y., at the hands of 
an 18-year-old man motivated 
by white supremacist ideology. 
Ten days later, 19 children and 
two adults died at the hands of 
an 18-year-old shooter — who 
also died — at Robb Elemen-
tary School in Uvalde, Texas.

Wyden spoke on the same 
day that the National Rifle As-
sociation opened its annual 
convention in Houston, a few 
hours from Uvalde, with for-

mer President Donald Trump 
as one of the speakers. Wyden 
called it “a shameless gathering 
of death.”

“Enough of our country be-
ing the only industrialized west-
ern nation that shrugs its shoul-
ders at the massacre of children,” 
Wyden said in his opening re-
marks to reporters. “Enough of 
the clichés and excuses.

“Enough of letting those 
convicted of crimes hurt-
ing women and kids keep 
their guns.

“What other message could 
there be besides ‘enough,’ when 
this shameless gathering of 
death is being held only a few 
hours’ drive from this week’s 
school massacre?”

“There is a long and ev-
er-lengthening list of atroci-
ties that Oregonians know all 
too well.”

Wyden specified the Oregon 
incidents:

• Thurston High School, 
Springfield, 1998: Two parents 
and two students shot dead; 25 
wounded.

• Clackamas Town Center, 
2012: Three deaths, including 
the shooter.

• Reynolds High School, 
Troutdale, 2014: one student 
dead plus the shooter; one 
teacher wounded.

• Umpqua Community Col-
lege, Roseburg, 2015: Eight 
students and an instructor shot 
dead, plus the shooter; eight 
wounded.

‘Can’t put up a fence’
Wyden said Oregon has 

compiled a good record of 
state legislation in the past two 

decades. Voters extended a 
requirement for background 
checks to purchasers at gun 
shows in 2000, and lawmakers 
did so for most private trans-
actions in 2015. A red-flag law 
in 2017 allows family mem-
bers and law enforcement to 
seek court orders if people are 
deemed at risk of harming 
themselves or others; the or-
ders last one year. Safe storage 
requirements passed in 2021, 
under a law allowing school, 
community college and uni-
versity governing boards to re-
strict firearms on campuses.

“But we can’t put up a fence 
around our state,” Wyden said.

Though Wyden isn’t one of 
the senators involved in the 
latest negotiations, he said that 
as chairman of the Senate Fi-
nance Committee, he is pre-
paring to advance legislation 
to improve mental health ser-
vices with bipartisan support. 
One of those who testified to 
Wyden’s committee earlier this 
year was a senior at La Pine 
High School, who also volun-
teers for a youth line — and 
who said there are not enough 

people to field calls and of-
fer help.

For Wyden, the issue is per-
sonal. His older brother, Jeff, 
had schizophrenia and died 
in 2002 at age 51. His broth-
er’s struggles are described in 
“Conquering Schizophrenia,” a 
book by Peter Wyden, their fa-
ther, who died in 1998.

But Wyden also said im-

proved mental health services 
must go hand in hand with 
stricter regulations on firearms.

“I just don’t want anybody 
to walk away with the argu-
ment that (mental health) is 
somehow the entire solution,” 
he said. “Most people with 
mental health issues are not 
involved in the kind of massa-
cres we’ve seen.”

Wyden: GOP faces ‘question of our time’ on gun bills

Jacquelyn Martin/Associated Press

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., speaks about the child tax credit during a news 
conference, Wednesday, Dec. 15, 2021, on Capitol Hill in Washington.

Wyden backing 11 gun bills in current session of Congress
A list of firearms bills, com-

piled by his staff, that U.S. Sen. 
Ron Wyden has introduced or 
sponsored in the current session 
of Congress:

• Background Check Expan-
sion Act would expand federal 
background checks to the sale or 
transfer of all firearms by private 
sellers, with certain reasonable 
exceptions.

• Background Check Comple-
tion Act would make “no check/no 
sale” the rule for firearm transfers 
by closing the Charleston loophole 
— the loophole in existing federal 
law that allows licensed firearm 
dealers to transfer firearms to pur-
chasers when a background check 
is initiated but not completed 
within three business days, even 
when the buyer is not legally al-
lowed to purchase the firearm.

• Protecting Domestic Violence 
and Stalking Victims Act would 
help to protect victims of domes-
tic violence and stalking from gun 
violence by (1) adding individu-
als convicted of stalking misde-
meanors to the list of prohibited 
persons who cannot purchase or 
possess firearms, and (2) expand-
ing the definition of “intimate 
partners” to include dating part-
ners, so that abusers would not 
be legally able to obtain a firearm 
regardless of whether they lived 
with their partner or had a child 
together (also known as the “boy-
friend loophole”).

• Resources for Victims of Gun 

Violence Act would establish an 
Advisory Council to help victims of 
gun violence — including survi-
vors and the families, classmates 
and coworkers of individuals af-
fected by gun violence — learn 
about and access the resources, 
programs and benefits that could 
help them meet a wide range of 
personal needs.

• Lori Jackson Domestic Vi-
olence Survivor Protection Act 
would close a loophole that al-
lows a domestic abuser with a 
temporary restraining order to 
purchase a firearm. It would also 
extend protections to domestic 
violence survivors who have been 
abused by their dating partners.

• Gun Violence Prevention Re-
search Act would authorize $50 
million in CDC funding each fis-
cal year for the next five years to 
study firearms safety and gun vio-
lence prevention.

• Equal Justice for Victims of 
Gun Violence Act would repeal 
the Protection of Lawful Com-
merce in Arms Act (PLCAA) that 
Congress passed in 2005 to shield 
gun manufacturers, distributors, 
and dealers from liability.

• The Safe Gun Storage Act 
would direct the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission to estab-
lish safety standards for firearm 
locks and firearm safes. These 
lifesaving devices are proven to 
prevent children, individuals who 
pose a danger to themselves or 
others, and unauthorized persons 

from gaining access to firearms.
• Keeping Gun Dealers Honest 

Act would strengthen account-
ability measures for irresponsible 
gun dealers and provide the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
and Explosives (ATF) with addi-
tional resources for enforcement.

• Break the Cycle of Violence 
Act would provide $5 billion 
in federal grants to communi-
ties that experience 20 or more 
homicides per year and have a 
homicide rate at least twice the 
national average, or communi-
ties that demonstrate a unique 
and compelling need for addi-
tional resources to address gun 
and group-related violence. The 
grants would be used to imple-
ment hospital-based intervention 
programs, evidence-based street 
outreach programs, and group vi-
olence intervention strategies.

• Ethan’s Law would create fed-
eral requirements for safe gun 
storage and strong penalties for 
any violations. Under this bill, 
gun owners would be required to 
secure their firearms in a “secure 
gun storage or safety device” if a 
minor is likely to gain access to 
the firearm without permission, 
or if a resident of the dwelling 
cannot legally possess a firearm. 
The bill also includes incentives 
for states to pass, and enforce 
compliance of, their own safe gun 
storage laws.


