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Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*
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OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

2022

Visit bakercityherald.com and enter today!

I      Northeast Oregon

PHOTO 
CONTEST LEW BROS TIRE

(541) 523-3679 
210 Bridge St., Baker City, OR 97814

LIFE IS SHORT

BUY THE TIRES

TAKE THE TRIP

Call or go online 

for an 

appointment, 

or drop in and 

see us!

FREE PRE-TRIP SAFETY CHECKS

3 Batteries
3 Tires
3 Suspension

LOCAL & STATE

PORTLAND (AP) — A 
federal judge has certified a 
class-action lawsuit in Oregon 
over state leaders’ response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic in-
side its prisons.

A group of adults in 
custody who contracted 
COVID-19 first sued the 
state in April 2020, alleg-
ing culpability by Gov. Kate 
Brown, Corrections Depart-
ment Director Colette Peters 
and Health Authority Di-
rector Patrick Allen, among 
other state officials. The law-
suit acknowledges Correc-
tions has taken some mea-
sures but argues they have 
not been enough.

“This really is quite a 
groundbreaking order, and 
decision, and it could poten-
tially be a model for advocates 
in other parts of the country 
where they’re having similar 
problems,” Corene Kendrick, 
deputy director of the Amer-
ican Civil Liberty Union’s 
National Prison Project, told 
Oregon Public Broadcasting 
this week.

In Oregon, 45 people in 
the Department of Correc-
tions custody have so far 
died after testing positive for 
COVID-19, and more than 
5,000 people have tested 
positive for the virus while 
in custody.

Magistrate Judge Stacie 

Beckerman signed off on 
a wrongful death class that 
will include the estates of 45 
adults who died in the state’s 
custody and “for whom 
COVID-19 caused or con-
tributed to their death.” The 
other is a damages class that 
would include anyone in-
carcerated after Feb. 1, 2020, 
who was diagnosed with 
COVID-19 at least 14 days af-
ter they were incarcerated.

The state could appeal 
Beckerman’s ruling, settle, or 
take the cases to trial. Spokes-
persons for the governor’s 
office, the Oregon Depart-
ment of Corrections and the 
state’s Department of Justice 
declined to comment on the 
pending litigation.

Attorneys bringing the 
lawsuit have already used it 
to secure vaccines for adults 
in custody in February 2021 
before vaccines were widely 
available.

In her ruling, Beckerman 
said she found the theory of 
the case was sufficient to cer-
tify classes. Other questions, 
she wrote, could only be an-
swered by a jury, should the 
cases go to trial. For example, 
Beckerman did not answer 
whether the state acted with 
deliberate indifference, or 
whether that indifference was 
the reason thousands were 
sickened with COVID-19.

Judge grants class-
action status to COVID-
sickened prisoners

Your guide to arts and 
entertainment around 
Eastern Oregon

Read more at 

GOEASTERNOREGON.COM

BY ALEX WITTWER
EO Media Group

LA GRANDE — Oregon 
Sen. Jeff Merkley is setting his 
sights on fire protection and 
forest resilience in Eastern Or-
egon.

The Oregon Democrat pre-
viously promoted The Valley 
West Joint 
Chiefs project 
in September 
2021 as a way 
to “ensure the 
safety of our 
communi-
ties, the resil-
ience of our 
forests, and the 
conservation of 
our natural re-
sources,” according to a press 
release from Merkley’s office. 
The project is a collaboration 
between the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
and the U.S. Forest Service.

“I am very happy to be 
able to announce that I was 
able to secure $1.8 million for 
the La Grande Valley West 
Joint Chiefs project,” he said 
during a one-on-one interview 
Wednesday, March 30. “We’re 
talking about precommercial 
thinning, fuels reduction, pre-
scribed burning (and) mow-
ing, and all of it produces jobs 
in the woods, saw logs for the 
mill, and a more fire resilient 
forest, which I think is a tri-
ple-win.”

Forest resilience and response 
to drought

Last year’s fire season was 
one of the most explosive ones 
yet in Oregon, though East-
ern Oregon was largely spared 
from conflagrations and wide-
spread damage like that seen in 
the southern parts of the state 
that were hit hard by the Boot-
leg Fire. Still, it’s a matter of 
when, not if, a fire breaks out 
and threatens Eastern Oregon’s 
landscape.

“It is essential to recognize 
that with the drought, the 
warmer temperatures and the 
longer season that we’re going 
to see a lot of problems, and we 
need to prepare wherever we 
can,” Merkley said. “Particu-
larly we need to focus on areas 
close to towns because if that 
forest is treated, maybe we can 
stop the fire before it gets to a 
town or city.”

Of those options, Merk-
ley said he was working to-
ward training National Guard 
members to assist fire chiefs, 
as well as fighting for better 
pay for fire teams to combat 
high turnover. Merkley also 
said that his team was trying 
to see if “fire teams can be 
hired to do forest manage-
ment work when they’re not 
fighting fires so they can have 
year-round work.”

Closely related to the fire 
season is the ongoing drought. 
The senator said that the ir-
rigation district’s top goal has 
been to improve the efficiency 
of their distribution systems 
across Oregon.

“I have worked to get about 
$130 million in Oregon for 
piping for irrigation systems,” 
Merkley said. “Obviously, the 
task of piping is much larger 
than that, but that is still a 
huge effort of an unusual pos-
sibility for that much fund-
ing to help irrigation districts. 
(We’ve) really been focused on 

that program.”
Merkley also said that he 

was looking into agricultural 
research related to how to grow 
crops that are better in drier 
environments.

“The agricultural research 
station is doing a lot more 
work on how to conserve water 
in La Grande for our dry wheat 
farming, and what versions of 
wheat will do better in drier 
conditions,” he said.

Access to internet and housing
Among those infrastructure 

projects are increased access 
to broadband internet in rural 
areas that have relied on satel-
lite internet connections. An 
increasing number of compa-
nies are installing fiber-optic 
cables, but those solutions can 
be expensive and have a low 
return on investment for net-
work providers if they lay a 
line to rural areas outside of a 
municipality. A proposed solu-
tion, Merkley said, could be in 
newly developed microwave 
repeater networks and technol-

ogy that keeps information sig-
nals terrestrial.

“Laying fiber becomes too 
expensive for just a couple of 
houses,” Merkley said. “Many 
counties are designing their 
system using microwave re-
lays, which unlike satellites, 
can carry a much higher band-
width at lower cost.”

He also touched on the 
growing housing crisis and 
how it impacts rural Orego-
nians who are getting priced 
out of the real estate market, 
or are facing homelessness as 
rents and real estate prices con-
tinue to increase. Those real es-
tate changes have also hurt the 
economy as businesses strug-
gle to attract workers in areas 
where housing costs have far 
outpaced wages.

“Almost every community is 
wrestling with many aspects of 
housing. From housing home-
less individuals to services re-
lated to some kind of addiction 
or to mental health, or the fact 
that it’s getting too expensive 
for middle-class Americans 

to buy homes, or there’s just 
no homes built,” Merkley said. 
“There’s no easy solution. We 
need to provide a lot of sup-
port for rural housing.”

Build Back Better
Noting the omnibus in-

frastructure spending plan 
approved by the Senate, the 
Build Back Better act, Merk-
ley said he is fighting to get 
projects approved in rural ar-
eas of the state.

“The question is how many 
applications can we get in,” 
he said. “I’m going to fight to 
get those applications funded, 
and we’re hoping there will be 
projects throughout rural Or-
egon as a result of the infra-
structure bill.”

Merkley touts forest improvement project
$1.8 million set 
aside for Union 
County project

Mike McMillan/United States Forest Service, Contributed Photo

Sun sets over a stand of burned trees from the Bootleg Fire in Oregon’s Fremont-Winema National Forest 
in the summer of 2021.

Merkley


