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10106 N. ‘C’ • Island City   541-975-1364   Toll Free 1-866-282-1925   www.reedinsurance.net10106 N ance.net

Reed & Associates for 

excellent service

LOCALLY!

Medicare, Auto, 

Home Insurance 

and Annuities

An Independent 

Insurance AgencyAssociates for 

vice 

Rachel Pregnancy Center
 2192 Court Avenue, Baker City • 541-523-5357

Services Provided:

Free Pregnancy Tests
Referrals for Free Ultrasounds
Pregnancy Options Counseling
Adoption Referrals
Prenatal, Infant Care & Parenting Classes
Maternity & Baby Clothing
Post Abortion Recovery

A resource 
center for 
families

Open Tues -Thurs 

10 am - 5 pm 

(closed for lunch)

Helping women & men in an 

unplanned pregnancy.

All services free & confidential.

Helping women & men in an

unexpected pregnancy.
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1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

Limited availability in select areas. May not be available in your area. 
Call or go to att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

AT&T 
INTERNET 100

††

$45
/mo*

For 12 mos, plus taxes & equip. fee. $10/mo equip. fee applies. 
Limited availability in select areas. *Price after $5/mo 

Autopay & Paperless bill discount (w/in 2 bills).

Based on wired connection to gateway.

888-486-0359
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer

INTERNET OFFER: Subj. to change and may be discontinued at any time. Price for Internet 100 for new residential customers & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill discount. Pricing for first 12 months only. After 12 mos., then prevailing rate applies. Autopay & Paperless Bill 

Discount: Discount off the monthly rate when account is active & enrolled in both. Pay full plan cost until discount starts w/in 2 bill cycles. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue discount. Additional Fees & Taxes: AT&T one-time transactional fees, $10/mo. 

equipment fee, and monthly cost recovery surcharges which are not government-required may apply, as well as taxes. See www.att.com/fees for details. Installation: $99 installation for full tech install, plus tax where applicable. Credit restrictions apply. Pricing subject to change. Subj. to Internet 

Terms of Service at att.com/internet-terms. ^AT&T Smart Wi-Fi requires installation of a BGW210, 5268AC, or NVG599 Wi-Fi Gateway. Standard with Internet plans (12M or higher). Whole home Wi-Fi connectivity may require AT&T Smart Wi-Fi Extender(s) sold separately. ††Internet speed claims 

represent maximum network service capability speeds and based on wired connection to gateway. Actual customer speeds are not guaranteed and may vary based on several factors. For more information, go to www.att.com/speed101.

©2021 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. AT&T and Globe logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property.

FEEL THE SPEED, 

EVEN AT PEAK TIMES.
No annual contract. 

Get strong, fast Wi-Fi to work and 

play throughout your home.^

Power multiple devices at once—

everyone can enjoy their own screen.
Number of devices depends on screen size/resolution.

Over 99% reliability.
Excludes DSL. Based on network availability.

2830 10th St Baker City, Oregon
Baker City office hours:

Mon-Thurs 8am-5am

Clinic hours: Tuesday 8am-5pm 

 Thursday 8am-12pm 

Clinic offices in Ontario (every other monday) 

La Grande (every Wednesday)

Providing quality and compassion to all his patients. 

Dr Sanders specializes in all aspects 

of the foot and ankle. Anything from 

foot & ankle pain to diabetic foot care & 

limb salvage, injuries, surgery, skin or 

toe nail conditions, sports medicine, he 

covers it all! 

541-524-0122

Brian Sanders, DPM 

Accepting most insurances

Baker County Veterans 
Service Office will be 

closed from 
December 20, 2021 

through 
December 27, 2021

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!
1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5

1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND

CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Off er valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency 
conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufac-
tured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 
7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  
Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-536-8838
CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

2036 Main Street
Baker City

541-523-6284 • ccb#219615

CLEAN RIGHT THE 

FIRST TIME
WITH THE DUAL ACTION AGITATOR

Collard said that in 2020, 
community donations were 
above normal, and CASA 
used the extras to help other 
families in the community.

This year, donations 
soared even more.

“It is absolutely over-
whelming,” Brown said 
Monday morning, Dec. 20, 
pausing as she packed an-
other load into her Suburban 
for delivery to CASA. “We 
have such a good bunch of 
people here.”

The drive was boosted this 
year with a coin drive com-
petition between Brooklyn 
Primary School and South 

Baker Intermediate that 
raised more than $4,000. This 
money helps supplement the 
wish tag requests and also 
purchase local gift certifi cates.

Also, by working with local 
schools Collard said the extra 
donations will provide gifts 
for 40 additional youth in the 
community.

“Because of the kindness 
of these schools, we’ve been 
able to step outside of what 
we normally do with CASA,” 
she said. “It’s really cool. With 
the generosity of the commu-
nity, we’ve been able to do a 
far larger outreach.”

Brown said Les Schwab 
will accept toys up through 
Christmas Eve and beyond.

“There’s always a need,” 
she said.

Continued from A1 
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The Oregon Health 
Authority (OHA) does 
not list the number of 
people hospitalized with 
COVID-19 by county.

Statewide, there were 
338 COVID-19 patients in 
hospitals on Tuesday, Dec. 
21, a decline of 14 from the 
previous day and well be-
low the peak of about 1,150 
in September.

The OHA has reported 
three COVID-19 related 
deaths in Baker County 
during December, the most 
recent on Dec. 10.

Baker County’s test 
positivity rate has been 

below the state average 
this week.

As of Dec. 21, the 
seven-day average for test 
positivity was 5.6% in 
Baker County, compared 
with 6.1% statewide.

Baker County’s aver-
age ranked 15th among 
Oregon’s 36 counties.

The county’s case rate 
per 100,000 residents was 
124.2 over the previous 
seven days, compared with 
a statewide average of 
133.2.

Baker County continues 
to have the fi fth-lowest 
vaccination rate, at 55% of 
residents 18 and older hav-
ing had at least one dose.

The statewide fi gure is 
80.4%.

Continued from A1 

COVID

Local students on OSU honor roll

CORVALLIS — Several Baker County students were 
among the 8,043 who were named to the scholastic honor 
roll for the fall 2021 term at Oregon State University.

To be eligible, students must earn a GPA of at least 3.5 
and carry at least 12 graded hours of course work.

Students from Baker City on the honor roll at OSU, 
with their majors, include:

• Anthony J. Cowan, sophomore, Nuclear Engineering
• Taylor V. Folkman, junior, Forestry
• Reno R. Hammond, junior, Public Health
• Cayn J. Osborn, senior, Civil Engineering
• Erik L. Ruby, senior, Art.
• Jacob H. Wright, freshman, Business Administration.
A student from Halfway, Joseph W. Aguilar, was also 

named to the honor roll. He is a senior majoring in Animal 
Sciences.

The letters to Santa 
campaign proved so popular, 
Cutler said, that the Kiwanis 
Club decided to continue it 
this year even though the 
photos with Santa event 
returned, on Dec. 4.

Kids who had their pic-
ture taken with Santa had 
a chance to write their letter 
then.

In addition, David Cowan, 
the Kiwanis Club’s secretary, 
set up Santa’s mailbag at 
the Chamber of Commerce 
visitor center.

Cutler said she has 
enjoyed, over the past few 
weeks, watching as cars 
pulled up and parents led 
kids across the parking lot, 
their tiny hands dropping 
their letters into the bag.

“I love it so much,” Cutler 
said.

She said she appreciates 
that, unlike when her own 
three children were young 
and also wrote to Santa each 
Christmas, she doesn’t have 
to disguise her handwriting 
with her responses to these 
letters.

And Cutler enjoys draft-
ing a personal response to 
each letter — no form letters 
can bear Santa’s signature.

“No two are ever the 
same,” she said.

Cutler said she tries to 
personalize her responses 
based on the child’s letter.

Despite the tall stack 
of letters that needed to be 
answered, Cutler said the job 
never feels like work, in part 
because each letter is unique 
in multiple respects.

Sometimes the handwrit-
ing is neat, sometimes, well, 
it is a challenge to decipher.

The spelling is similarly 
variable.

But one consistent aspect 

is the earnest nature of these 
letters, a trait exclusive, 
perhaps, to the innocence of 
childhood.

“They’re just the sweet-
est,” Cutler said of the 
letters.

One author asks nothing 
for herself, using her pre-
cious letter instead to sug-
gest that her baby brother 
would enjoy Paw Patrol cars 
and toys.

The writer is careful to 
note, lest there be a regretta-
ble navigation error, that the 
address is the same, presum-
ably the same as last year.

Another writer also 
declines to include a list of 
desired gifts, but makes sure 
Santa knows “I have been so 
good this year.”

The writer also wishes 
Santa a merry Christmas, 
and “be safe on your fl ight.”

Another child’s message is 
simple and straightforward: 
“How are you doing today? 
I hope you are doing good. 
Have a merry Christmas.”

Although letters to Santa 
often consist of a series of 
desired items — it is, after 
all, what he does — Cutler 
said it is heartwarming to 
read so many letters that 
exemplify the selfl ess nature 
of the season.

One letter, for instance, 
reads: “I wish for my family 
to have the best Chrismas 
ever, no matter how tough 
it is. I would also love my 
friends for happy holidays 
with their family. Last, I 
wish for you to have the best 
year ever.”

In the end, Cutler said 
this role — as one of Santa’s 
correspondence elves, you 
might say — is one she 
relishes and feels grateful to 
be part of.

“We’re fortunate to live 
in a community that gets 
involved and participates,” 
she said.
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One of the responses to a letter to Santa.

“It’s a work in progress 
every year,” Lien said on 
Wednesday, Dec. 22, a 
couple days after the Baker 
County Chamber of Com-
merce announced that the 
Liens’ home, at 675 L Loop 
in northeast Baker City, was 
the winner of the Griswold 
Award in this year’s lighting 
contest.

(Griswold, to the un-
initiated, refers to Clark 
Griswold, the character 
portrayed by Chevy Chase in 
the classic comedy, “National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vaca-
tion.” His home, festooned 
with 25,000 imported Italian 
twinkle lights (which did 
not, in fact, twinkle), gobbled 
kilowatts at such a rate that 
auxiliary nuclear power was 
needed to stave off a citywide 
blackout.)

Like the fi lm charac-
ter, Doug Lien, as a boy, 
watched his father decorate 
their home with lights each 
Christmas.

“It’s a family tradition,” 
Lien said.

The most prominent ad-
ditions to this year’s display, 
he said, are homemade 
snowfl akes that he con-
structed — the inspiration 
was Pinterest — from plastic 
clothes hangers and lights.

A couple years ago he 
assembled a spiral, tree-
shaped light display from 
tomato cages.

Next year?
Well, Lien will await 

inspiration.
“When I see empty spots 

I think, ‘I would make 
something and take up that 
space,’ ” he said. “Before you 
know it, you’ve got quite a 
lot of things up.”

Contest winners:
• Griswold Award: Doug 

and Lori Lien, 675 L Loop
• Santa’s Favorite: Billie-

Jo Nickens, 1170 Columbia 
Ave.

• Frosty’s Recognition: 
Ed and Tammy Mercado, 
630 L Loop

• Non-lighted display: 
Meghan Moore, 2406 Sec-
ond St.
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LIGHTING

Lisa Britton/Baker City Herald

Winner of the Frosty’s Recognition award in the Baker 

County Chamber of Commerce’s Christmas lighting 

contest is Ed and Tammy Mercado, 630 L Loop.


