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TURNING BACK THE PAGES
50 YEARS AGO

from the Democrat-Herald

December 23, 1971

Baker County recently received $3,550 from the depart-
ment of revenue to help pay for tax relief administrative 
costs, the county court announced yesterday.

“The money will be used to expand the offi ce of Delmar 
Dixon, Baker County sheriff and tax collector,” said Judge 
Lloyd Rea, “for the purchase of necessary equipment and 
the hiring of additional staff.”

25 YEARS AGO

from the Baker City Herald

December 23, 1996

Baker School District has received a $23,000 federal 
grant to buy computers, furniture and other items for the 
Northeast Oregon Technical Training Center.

The school district is leading the 10,000-square-foot 
training center at Behlen Mfg. Co.’s new livestock equip-
ment factory in Baker City.

10 YEARS AGO

from the Baker City Herald

December 23, 2011

Baker County Commissioners are planning for a seven-
member wolf depredation compensation committee to 
begin work early next year to help area ranchers.

The committee will consist of one county commis-
sioner, two people representing the livestock industry, two 
people supportive of wolf conservation or coexistence, 
and two people from the wider business community.

The fi ve other members, once selected, will pick the 
two business community representatives.

ONE YEAR  AGO

from the Baker City Herald

December 24, 2020

Most years, one pickup truck has enough cargo capacity 
to haul the food that volunteers from the Baker Elks Lodge 
pack into Christmas boxes for local families and residents.

But not in 2020.
The Elks had to add a second truck to their fl eet to sat-

isfy the need this year.
The Baker Lodge delivered about 130 boxes of food 

and, for families with kids, donated toys, said Morgan 
Brinton, public relations chairperson.

Last year was more typical, with about 60 boxes, Brin-
ton said.

“The need was defi nitely there,” she said.
Brinton said the Elks Lodge saw a similar increase in 

interest for its annual free Veterans Day dinner for veter-
ans, which this year, in deference to the pandemic, was a 
takeout and delivery meal.

Brinton said the Elks Lodge has no formal application 
process for families or residents who would appreciate 
receiving a Christmas box.

Usually the Lodge relies largely on suggestions from 
the Oregon Department of Human Services and New 
Directions Northwest.

But with those agencies also affected by COVID-19, 
Brinton said she decided earlier this month to also post on 
the Elks Facebook page, soliciting nominees.

That social media campaign was largely responsible 
for the big increase in food boxes, she said, as residents 
nominated friends who might need a little extra help this 
holiday season.

“A lot of people are looking out for each other right 
now,” Brinton said. “There are lots of families with young 
kids, and senior citizens on fi xed incomes.”

MEGABUCKS, Dec. 20

10 — 15 — 16 — 22 — 36 — 42
Next jackpot: $7.3 million

POWERBALL, Dec. 20

2 — 13 — 23 — 34 — 66  PB 2
Next jackpot: $378 million

MEGA MILLIONS, Dec. 21

25 — 31 — 58 — 64 — 67   Mega  24
Next jackpot: $187 million

WIN FOR LIFE, Dec. 20

2 — 14 — 37 — 53
PICK 4, Dec. 21

• 1 p.m.: 0 — 8 — 2 — 9
• 4 p.m.: 2 — 5 — 5 — 2
• 7 p.m.: 0 — 1 — 7 — 5
• 10 p.m.: 7 — 8 — 5 — 7
LUCKY LINES, Dec. 22

2-7-10-13-19-23-27-31
Next jackpot: $54,000
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Open Monday through Friday
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

225 H Street  •  East of I-84  •  541-523-3200  •  grumpysrepair.com

“You’ll love the work we do.  I guarantee it.” - JR

www.outstandingcomputerrepair.com
Refurbished Desktop & Laptops For Sale

House calls (let me come to you!) 
Drop Offs & Remote Services are Available

All credit cards accepted

Mobile Service
Outstanding
Computer Repair
Dale Bogardus 541-297-5831

Call or Text 24/7

Helping you live 
your dream this 
Holiday Season!

 December 22-30  

 www.eltrym.com     (541) 523-2522

Showing Movies Since 1940!

1809 1st Street • Baker City

THE MATRIX

RESURRECTIONS                             (R)                                                                                                         
Return to a world of two realities: one, everyday life; the 
other, what lies behind it. To find out if his reality is a 
construct, to truly know himself, Mr. Anderson will have to 
choose to follow the white rabbit once more.

Daily                       1:00, 4:10, 7:30

SING 2                                                        (PG)                                                                 
Animation. Buster Moon and his friends must persuade 
reclusive rock star Clay Calloway to join them for the 
opening of a new show.

Daily                           1:20, 4:20, 7:20

SPIDER-MAN

NO WAY HOME                             (PG-13)                                                                                                         
Peter asks Doctor Strange for help. When a spell goes 
wrong, dangerous foes from other worlds start to appear, 
forcing Peter to discover what it truly means to be 
Spider-Man.

Daily                         12:45, 4:00, 7:10

**SHOWTIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. VISIT 

OUR WEBSITE OR CALL AHEAD TO VERIFY**

� FRIDAY: Closed for Christmas Eve
� MONDAY (Dec. 27): Barbecued ribs, baked beans, 

carrots, rolls, fruit, ambrosia, lemon squares
� TUESDAY (Dec. 28): Ground beef steak with onions, 

mashed potatoes with gravy, corn, pea-and-onion salad, 
cookies

� WEDNESDAY (Dec. 29): Baked ziti, garlic bread, cottage 
cheese with fruit, birthday cake

� THURSDAY (Dec. 30): Chicken with homestyle noodles 
in gravy, rolls, mixed vegetables, broccoli-and-bacon salad, 
peach crisp

Public luncheon at the Senior Center, 2810 Cedar St., from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.; $5 donation (60 and older), $7.50 
for those under 60. 

POLICE LOG
Baker City Police
Arrests, citations
FAILURE TO APPEAR (Two 

Baker County Circuit Court 
warrants): Jonathon Dwayne 
Hughes, 33, Baker City, 2:25 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 20 at the police 
department; jailed.

Leland Myers
Sumpter, 1938-2021

Leland Lee Myers, 83, of 
Sumpter, died Dec. 
12, 2021, from natu-
ral causes.

Services will 
take place Dec. 28 
at 11 a.m. at the 
Masonic Hall in 
Sumpter.

Leland was born 
on July 4, 1938, in 
Oceanlake, Oregon, 
the eldest child of Norman 
and Loraine Myers. His 
parents, paternal grandpar-
ents, and one set of paternal 
great-grandparents were born 
in Oregon, and Leland was 
very proud of being a fourth-
generation Oregonian.

In and out of Granite from 
age two months, where his 
paternal grandmother was 
born, he attended school in 
The Dalles and Mt. Vernon, 
Oregon, where he learned the 
importance of volunteering. 
Like his folks, Leland helped 
some when the Mt. Vernon 
park was developed and, as 
part of the Mt. Vernon Boy 
Scout troop, helped lay the 
fl oor of the Mt. Vernon Com-
munity Center. He graduated 
from Mt. Vernon High School 
in 1956, then attended Oregon 
State University, graduat-
ing in 1962 with a bachelor 
of science degree in Forest 
Engineering.

While in college, he met 
Nancy Lougheed, from Port-
land, in the campus interna-
tional folk dancing club. They 
were married in Mt. Vernon 
in June 1959. Folk dancing 
remained part of their lives for 
decades, with demonstrations 
at schools and other events. 
Many people have fond memo-
ries of watching them dance.

Leland worked fi rst for 
Hines Lumber Company as 
a forester, and his fi rst child 
was born in Burns. Late in 
1963, the small family moved 
to Sumpter where, with his 
father and two brothers, they 
operated 4-M Lumber Com-
pany, doing salvage logging 
and milling. And the little 
family grew by three more 
children.

Leland became a licensed 
professional land surveyor 
in 1965. Through the years, 

Nancy and the kids 
served as fi eld crew on 
survey projects. Being 
self-employed, Leland 
had the fl exibility to 
attend a lot of his kids’ 
activities and head 
up some interesting 
misadventures, some 
on special days or oc-
casions.

Following his upbring-
ing of service to community, 
Leland was one of the found-
ers of Sumpter Valley Days 
and Sumpter Valley Railroad 
Restoration, was a Boy Scout 
leader, and was a project 
leader for Sumpter Valley’s 
4-H Club. After Sumpter 
Valley Days was retired, 
Leland and Nancy managed 
the Outdoor Sumpter Flea 
Markets at The Grounds. 
He served on Sumpter City 
Council and Sumpter Plan-
ning Commission, was a 
member of Sumpter Volun-
teer Fire Department, and 
while the City’s Water Com-
missioner, oversaw the fi rst 

upgrade of the city’s water 
system.

He was a member of the 
Professional Land Surveyors 
of Oregon, and also was a 
Mason for 55 years, serving 
four times as Worshipful 
Master, and, with Nancy, 
was an active member of 
the Order of Eastern Star. 
He promptly joined when 
Sumpter Valley Community 
Volunteers was founded to 
support the valley’s fi re de-
partments, historical projects, 
and community events.

Carpentry wasn’t exactly 
just a hobby with Leland. He 
designed and led construc-
tion of the Sumpter Ma-
sonic Hall (1974), McEwen 
Railroad Depot (1976), and 
the offi ce/restroom building 
at The Grounds in Sumpter 
(1996). Most recently, he was 
trying to fi nish the remodel-
ing of his home.

Leland is survived by 
his wife of 62 years, Nancy 
Myers; his children, LeAnne 
Woolf of Sumpter, Chris My-
ers and his partner, Chrissy 
White of Baker City, Laura 
Grove and her husband, Bob, 

of Pendleton, and Jim Myers 
of Breckenridge, Colorado; 
his grandchildren, Nicole 
Dey and her husband, Jake, 
of Mt. Vernon, Washing-
ton, Sydney Woolf and her 
partner, Ommar Romero, of 
Auburn, Washington, and 
Brandon Groshens and his 
wife, Tabby, of Joint Base 
Cape Cod, Massachusetts; 
great-grandchildren, Damien 
Romero and Brynn Dey; his 
sister-in-law, Joy Myers of 
Sumpter; his brother Gale, 
Myers and his wife, Linda, 
of Payette, Idaho; and many 
nephews, nieces and cousins 
across the United States.

Leland was preceded in 
death by his parents, Nor-
man and Loraine Myers; and 
his brother, Jerry Myers.

If you wish to make a 
donation in Leland’s name, 
the family suggests Sumpter 
Valley Community Volun-
teers (SVCV) through Tami’s 
Pine Valley Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services, P.O. 
Box 543, Halfway, OR 97834. 
Online condolences can be 
shared at www.tamispineval-
leyfuneralhome.com.

Leland 

Myers

By ALEX WITTWER

EO Media Group

LA GRANDE — A bevy of 
local hospitals and providers 
are receiving more than $7.8 
million in funds through the 
American Rescue Plan via 
a program specifi c to rural 
hospitals.

While the fund allocated 
$118 million to hospitals 
across the state, nearly 25% 
— more than $29.4 million 
— was sent to hospitals in 
Portland. Most of that went to 
Providence, a hospital chain 
that serves the Willamette 
Valley and coastal regions of 
Oregon.

The largest single fund in 
Northeastern Oregon went to 
Good Shepherd in Hermiston, 
which collected a little more 
than $2.6 million in funds, 
while Baker City’s Saint 
Alphonsus Medical Center 
received more than $1.1 mil-
lion. The list of providers and 
suppliers that were awarded 
funds also included Interpath 
Laboratories in Pendleton, 
Center for Human Develop-
ment in La Grande, Wallowa 
County Health Care District, 
Blue Mountain Hospital Dis-

trict in John Day, and Morrow 
County Health District.

“Good Shepherd Health 
Care System did receive the 
$2.6 million and we plan on 
using it for either of two areas 
— to be applied to additional 
COVID expenses we have 
incurred or to lost revenue 
due to the COVID pandemic,” 
Caitlin Cozad, marketing and 
communications director for 
Good Shepherd Health Care 
System, said in an emailed 
statement.

An offi cial with Baker 
City’s Saint Alphonsus Medi-
cal Center said the funds will 
be crucial in renewing depleted 
resources and hiring tempo-
rary staff such as nurses.

The American Rescue Plan 
Rural payment program totals 
nearly $7.5 billion in fed-
eral funds, and was targeted 
toward suppliers and provid-
ers that serve rural Medicaid, 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program and Medicare benefi -
ciaries, according to a release 
from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services.

“Health care providers in 
rural communities have been 
hit hard by the COVID-19 

pandemic, and they continue 
to experience signifi cant fi nan-
cial hardships,” U.S. Health 
& Human Services Secretary 
Xavier Becerra said in a 
press release. “The infusion of 
these funds will be critical to 
ensuring rural communities 
maintain access to high-quali-
ty health care and addressing 
urgent needs like workforce 
recruitment and retention.”

Payments ranged from as 
little as $500, which went to 
providers such as individu-
ally licensed psychiatrists and 
social workers, to several mil-
lion dollars. The largest single 
award for Oregon went to Cen-
tral Oregon’s Saint Charles 
Health System, which received 
more than $10.5 million.

Of the nearly 500 awards 
distributed, the most frequent 
award was $500, which went 
to 88 different Oregon suppli-
ers and providers.

Caveats in the program 
allowed providers in the 
Portland metropolitan area to 
receive funding, even though 
there was a separate fund of 
$9 billion already earmarked 
for non-rural areas. Clinics 
and providers in Portland that 

received funding included 
places like Northwest Urology, 
located in the Pearl District of 
Portland, which received just 
over $90,000.

According to the U.S. 
Health & Human Services, 
providers who serve Medicaid, 
CHIP, and Medicare patients 
who live in rural communities 
are eligible for the ARP Rural 
payments. As well, providers 
who serve any patients living 
in Federal Offi ce of Rural 
Health Policy-defi ned rural 
areas with Medicaid, CHIP, or 
Medicare coverage, and who 
otherwise meet the eligibility 
criteria, will receive a mini-
mum payment.

Other Portland businesses 
that received funding include 
optometrist clinics, acupunc-
turists, a dentist offi ce, retire-
ment homes and Portland 
State University — which 
received just over $1 million in 
funds, though the university 
does have its own on-campus 
clinic.

The U.S. Health & Human 
Services did not respond to 
requests for comment about 
the requirements for the pay-
ments before publication.

Hospitals receive nearly $8 million in aid


