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Instead, Keating staff —
Principal Amanda Wilde,
teacher Toni Myers and para-
professional Debbie Radle
— shrunk the event to just
the school, and involved every
student in the preparation of
the traditional feast.

“We decided, why not just
do it with the kids?” Wilde
said.

But “shrunk” doesn’t mean
“small” — the turkey, donated
by a neighbor, weighed 30
pounds and had to be split
between two roasters.

“We have such an invested
community,” Wilde said.

The meal preparation was
divided between grades:

¢ Kindergarten: corn

* First: rolls

* Second: gravy

¢ Third: pumpkin pie

e Fifth: stuffing

¢ Sixth: mashed potatoes

(The school doesn’t have
any fourth graders this year.)

Everyone, regardless of
grade, was involved with the
clean up.

“It’s part of cooking,” Myers
said with a smile.

The kitchen is located in
the school’s basement, and
Myers worked with each
group as lunch — and feast
time — neared.

“They’ve been so excited all
morning,” Myers said as she
pulled pots and pans from the
cupboards, and the scent of

Nathan Cook and Paisley Churchfield, both second
graders at Keating Elementary, work together to

make gravy.

“We're so thankful for you. We're your teachers, but
you teach us something new every day.”
— Amanda Wilde, principal, Keating Elementary School

roasted turkey filled the room.
Two kindergartners tack-
led the task of opening cans of
corn — the vegetable of choice
based on a school vote.
“T've never gotten to open

first try, cranking the opening

while Myers held it steady.

“Go muscles!” Myers said
as Tim concentrated on his

job.

This made Wren pipe up: “I

a can before,” Wren Lyon said  have muscles, too!”

as Myers hooked an opener on
the lid of the can.
Tim Merchant took the

Paisley Churchfield colors her “thankful” poster while
awaiting her turn to help prepare Thanksgiving dinner

As students took turns in

the kitchen, the others worked

on their “thankful” posters.

Grades 3 and 6 were in charge of setting the table for Keating'sThanksgiving feast.

Eas

A

Bailey Myers, on the left side of the table, adds napkins after Asher Blair, in blue, and
Levi Whitley set out the handmade placemats.

One space, for favorite
food, was filled with “pizza”
on many designs.

Except Clara’s, which
declared elk steak as her
favorite meal.

“T love to hunt,” she said.

The students in grades
3 and 6 prepared the long
table after a lesson on a
proper table setting.

On top of each homemade
placemat — made with
woven strips of construction
paper — was a name card,

KindergartnersTim Merchant and Wren Lyon help
teacherToni Myers open cans of corn — the side dish of fresh-baked rolls. The students are, from left, Ava

a plate, a napkin, a cup, a
fork on the left and a knife
on the right. Each place also
got a baby food jar full of
fresh, homemade butter.

Then it was time to eat.

Each grade took a turn
through the line, saying
“yes, please” or “no, thank
you” for each item, served
by Myers and the sixth
graders.

When everyone’s plate
was heaped with food, Wilde
and Myers said a few words

before the students dug in to
their meal.

“Tm so proud of you guys
— we haven’t gotten to do this
for a while,” Wilde said. “We're
so thankful for you. We're
your teachers, but you teach
us something new every day.”

Then it was Myers’ turn.

“You mean so much to us,”
she said. “Thank you for being
so amazing.”
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Keating first graders took turns adding butter to the
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at 1:27 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov.
23 at the Courthouse, where
he was scheduled to enter a
plea on the charges from his
Nov. 8 arrest.

Smith remained in the
Baker County Jail on Friday
morning, Nov. 26. His bail
was set at $35,000, and he

couldn’t find the theft victims.
Smith was cited and re-
leased on Oct. 27, Duby said.
On Nov. 5, owners of Hills
Auto Parts and Repair at 800
Campbell St. reported that
several vehicles, some belong-
ing to customers and some
to the business, had been en-

“addiction issues.” He said he
believes Smith owns the Mer-
cedes, although he doesnt
have insurance on the car.

Police said after arresting
Smith Nov. 8 that the inves-
tigation was continuing and
that additional charges could
be filed.

24,

"D\
IO\

Please place your donations in the barrel. Anything would be appreciated. Barrels are
located at Safeway, Grocery Outlet and Albertson’s

Donations needed: Dog food wet and dry « Cat food wet and dry « Cat litter
« Bedding for cats and dogs « Dog and cat toys « Collars and Leashes, etc.

Help Becky earn her Girl Scout Silver Award! Please donate today! The barrels will be here 11/11/21 through 12/27/21

by collecting donations from our caring community




