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NORTH POWDER —The
Powder Valley High School
football team is on to the
Class 1A state semifinals,
thanks to a dominant effort
in a win over Myrtle Point.
The Badgers came away
with a 36-0 win over the
Bobcats in the quarterfinals
at home on Friday, Nov. 12.

“That was the best
football game we've played
all season on both sides of
the ball," head coach Josh
Cobb said.

Powder Valley started
the game on a high note,
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Anthony Leggett, 41, in the
hospital since Aug. 22 after
contracting COVID-19, is happy
to be alive and on the verge of

returning to his Baker Valley home

\
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Kara Leggett gets a chance to kiss her husband,

Baker County’s number of new
COVID-19 cases took a slight in-
crease last week after dipping the
previous week to the lowest total
in more than three months.

For the week Nov. 7-13, the
county reported 24 new cases.

That compares with 20 cases
during the week Oct. 31-Nov.

6, the fewest in any Sunday-
through-Saturday period since
July 18-24, when there were six
cases in the county.

Through the first two weeks
of November, the month is on
pace to have the lowest case rate
since July, when the much more
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Newsroom tax credit will empower local journalism

By HEIDIWRIGHT

Imagine this page was blank
except for one question:
“What if there were no
local reporters?” That was
the front-page question
posed by our friends at
Pamplin Media last week.

It’s a good question,
and regardless of how
you get local news — by
watching TV, listening to local radio
or reading a story in the newspaper
or on a news organization’s website
— it’s not hyperbole to say commu-
nities suffer when there is no local
news coverage or when indepen-
dently owned media companies are
gobbled up by hedge funds that gut

And it’s a timely question
because there is a bipartisan provi-
sion in the federal budget
reconciliation bill working its
way through Congress that
will give media companies a
temporary payroll tax credit
to hire and retain journalists.
Oregon’s Sen. Ron Wyden
chairs the Senate Finance
Committee that will have a
great deal of say on whether this
provision makes it through to the
finish line.

Wyden is a co-sponsor of the bill
written by Sen. Maria Cantwell,
D-Wash. Being the son of a promi-
nent journalist, he is a longtime
champion of a free press. In a recent

Wyden responded to a question
about the potential for some to dis-
like government helping the press.
He said, “This is not the government
putting its hand on certain types
of speech. This is about generally
empowering local journalism in a
big way. By the way, there are plenty
of local journalism outlets that span
across the political spectrum, left,
right, center, you name it.”

On the House side, the bill
was co-authored by Rep. Dan
Newhouse, R-Wash., and Rep.
Ann Kirkpatrick, D-Ariz., and it
is strongly supported by two key
Oregon representatives — Peter
DeFazio and Earl Blumenauer.

said Sgt. Wayne Chastain of the
Baker City Police Department.

Chastain said police don’t
believe the incident was either ac-
cidental or a result of foul play.

He said Myers-Gabiola, based
on what the train crew saw, was
kneeling on the tracks near a
trestle across the Powder River
southeast of Wade Williams Park.

Chastain said the train was
rounding a corner when the crew
saw something on the tracks.

When the crew realized it was a
person, they initiated an emergen-
cy stop procedure, but the train had
no chance to stop quickly enough to
avoid hitting Myers-Gabiola.

None of the train crew was hurt,
said Robynn Tysver, a spokesper-
son for Union Pacific Railroad.

The train was stopped for about
three hours before being allowed to

NEewsrooms. interview with the Seattle Times, See, Credit/Page A3 resume its trip, Chastain said.
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