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Wife takes over whole home with remote work

| DEAR

Dear Abby: My wife works
from home, and we are having
a disagreement about the home
workspace. She says I interrupt
her too much and shouldn’t talk
to her so often. While I agree
with that, I don’t agree with her
roaming around the house with her
laptop while she’s in meetings. If I
turn on the TV, listen to music or
talk on the phone, she gets upset.

I have been digging my heels
in saying I’'m entitled to enjoy my
own home and she should either
stay in her home office or go to
a coffee shop. To me, what she’s
doing is like taking your laptop

into the work break room and

she gets anxious, so now I'm torn.
Am [ unrealistic to expect her

not to make our entire house her
office? — Walking On Eggshells

Dear Walking: People create
home offices for a reason. It’s
a dedicated, organized place to
work. Your wife should not be
“roaming the house” with her
laptop and insisting you maintain
complete silence. Ideally, some
physical boundaries should be set
that equitably divide the house
between her “office” and the “rest
of the house.”

Another suggestion might be
for you to find some activity away
from your home a couple of morn-
ings or afternoons a week — a

part-time job, a sport or volun-

of you should have a (calm) dis-
cussion and see what works for
you.

Dear Abby: I got engaged a
while back. In the midst of wed-
ding planning, the question of who
will walk me down the aisle has
come up. My fiance despises my
father (he’s witnessed the damage
my dad has done to me), but I for-
gave Dad and feel neutral about
his presence. My mom has voiced
— begged, actually — that I allow
her and Dad to give me away since
she didn’t have either parent there
for her wedding.

I don’t have an opinion on the
subject. My mom for sentimental
reasons does. But my future hus-

band can’t bear the sight of my

more than one occasion.

If T oblige my mom, my fiance
will be unhappy (to say the least),
and if I oblige my fiance, I’ll break
Mom’s heart. I can find no middle
ground here and feel as if I lose on
both sides. Any advice on how to
proceed? — Torn Bride-To-Be

Dear Torn: This is your and
your fiance’s wedding. It should
not be influenced by your mother’s
history. I do have a suggestion:
Rather than make yourself sick
with anxiety, walk YOURSELF
down the aisle. Many modern
brides do it these days. Your
mother could give a reading or sit
with your father in the front row
and cheer you on. Who escorts

you down the aisle should not be

telling people to be quiet because  teering — while she’s busy in dad. This is causing me so much decided by her.
ABBY she’s in a meeting. meetings. This might provide you  anxiety, I have thought about P.S. Have you thought about
| ADVICE I know her job is stressful and ~ with more social contact. The two  calling the whole thing off on how your fiance’s antipathy for

your father may affect your mar-
riage? What’s happening now
isn’t conducive to a happy mar-
riage. Before you step foot on that
trip down the aisle, it needs to be
resolved. Family counseling might
help the four of you, because once
you tie the knot, your fiance will
be part of the family.

Dear Abby: Should aging par-
ents have to pay their children to
take them to appointments or else-
where? — Wondering Parent

Dear Wondering Parent: I'm
guessing you and your spouse did
plenty of “chauffeuring” before
your children had driver’s licenses.
The “child” who suggested it
should be ashamed of themself.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

American Girl Dolls, Risk, sand make it to Toy Hall of Fame

The Associated Press

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — Amer-
ican Girl dolls and the strategy
board game Risk were inducted
into the National Toy Hall of
Fame on Thursday, Nov. 4, in
recognition of their influence on
the toy industry. Sand, which the
group called perhaps the most
universal and oldest toy in the
world, was also inducted.

All three were honored during
a ceremony at the hall after win-
ning over a panel of experts who
voted for them from a group of 12
finalists.

Also in the running this year
were four other competitive
games: Battleship, The Settlers of
Catan, Mahjong and billiards, as
well as Cabbage Patch Kids, Mas-
ters of the Universe, Fisher-Price
Corn Popper, the toy fire engine
and the pinata.

Anyone can nominate a toy
but to be considered, they must
have withstood tests of time and
memory, changed play or toy
design and fostered learning, cre-
ativity or discovery.

American Girl dolls, the 1986

ester, NY.

creation of educator Pleasant
Rowland, were recognized for
their exploration of the coun-
try’s social and cultural history.
The 18-inch historical dolls and
accompanying books each offer
insights into an era. For example,
Molly Mclntire is waiting for her
father to return home from World

Victoria Gray/Strong National Museum of Play
This photo, provided by The Strong National Museum of Play, shows the three toys
being inducted this year into the National Toy Hall of Fame. They are, from left:
sand, The American Girl Doll, and the game of Risk, that are being enshrined during
a ceremony at the hall, located inside The Strong National Museum of Play, in Roch-

War 1L

The Truly Me contemporary
doll line, with its diversity of skin
tones, hair and gender, followed
in 1995, letting children choose a
doll that looks like them.

Rowland, 80, called the Amer-
ican Girl doll’s inclusion “an
incredible honor.”

“I’m so proud of the American
Girl family—past and present—
who have been faithful stew-
ards of this brand for more than
three decades, helping to capture
the hearts of an entire generation
of girls,” she said in an emailed
statement.

“Rowland’s formula for com-
bining doll play with history les-
sons worked, in her words, like
‘chocolate cake with vitamins,””
curator Michelle Parnett-Dwyer
said. “In an era when some edu-
cation experts claimed that school
curriculums paid little attention
to history, this toy may well have
filled a void.”

Risk, based on the French
game Le Conquete du Monde,
was first published in the United
States in 1959 and continues to
influence other board games, hall
officials said. It challenges players
to control armies and conquer the
world on a game board that is a
map of continents.

“Risk became one of the most
popular board games of all time,
inspiring a new corps of pas-
sionate gamers, and influencing
other games which began the war-

gaming hobby — and by exten-
sion the Euro-games like The Set-
tlers of Catan that many enjoy
today,” curator Nicolas Ricketts
said.

Sand was honored for its
“opportunities for tactical, phys-
ical, cooperative, creative, and
independent free play,” according
to the hall of fame, which
is housed inside The Strong
Museum of Play in Rochester,
New York.

“Children recognize sand
as a creative material suitable
for pouring, scooping, sieving,
raking, and measuring,” it said.
“Wet sand is even better, ready
for kids to construct, shape, and
sculpt.”

“Although some playthings
can only be found online or in
certain stores, sand has a global
reach that most toy manufacturers
would envy,” chief curator Chir-
stopher Bensch said. “It’s been a
vehicle for play since prehistory,
and anyone who has spent the day
at the beach can understand the
allure of this toy.”

The class of 2021 joins 74 pre-
vious honorees.
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No other recliner
gives you these
exclusive features...

The most reclining positions

with 18 comfort levels plus a back
& footrest that recline independently

|
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SAVE ON GENUINE LA-Z-BOY RECLINERS

e Free Delivery

® In-Store Credit
e 70 Store Buying Power
* Decorating Assistance

PINNACLE CHAISE
ROCKER RECLINER

"'3699

Removable back design
for easy transport of chair

Total body &
lumbar support
in all positions

MORRISON
only

%649

o
Adjustable reciining tension

1520 ADAMS AVENUE
La GRANDE, OREGON 97850
(541) 963-4144 » 388-449-2704

La-Z-Boy

for smooth raclining motion

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9:30 am-6:30 pm. Sat. 9:30 am-5:30 pm. Sun. 12 noon-4 pm




