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Family friend knows too much about couple’s finances

DEAR
ABBY

ADVICE

Dear Abby: I am friends with
“Pete” and “Pam,” a couple I have
known for more than 20 years.
Pam is keeping secrets from Pete,
and, unfortunately, ’'m aware of
it.

I need a way to address my
concerns to Pete. He works full
time in a great job, and his salary
goes into a joint bank account.
Pam handles all the finances
and pays the bills — rent, car,
etc. When Pete and I hang out
and he asks Pam (who has the
credit cards) for small amounts of
money, she says, “Sorry, we don’t

have it.” I understand that might
be the case sometimes, but it hap-
pens all the time.

Pam also secretly borrows
cash from me. She pays it back
late sometimes, but not always.

I talked with Pam and told her

to tell Pete she borrows. I don’t
think she did, and it concerns me.
I’'m her enabler but I'm putting
my foot down and not doing it
anymore.

I'm worried because Pete
thinks they have all this money
saved for a house. I'm starting to
think Pam has spent it, or most of
it. How can I tell Pete as a friend
to check the finances without
starting World War I11? I’d hate to
lose my friends over this, but I'm
afraid the money he is earning is
going somewhere else — where,

I have no idea. Please help. — In
Danger Of Losing Friends

Dear In Danger: Tell Pete
everything you have written to
me. If he is so financially igno-
rant that he doesn’t know how to
check his balances and his credit
rating, he should talk with a CPA
for help ascertaining his finan-
cial status. Whether Pam has a
spending problem or some other
type of addiction, he needs to
know. He also needs to know how
long his dreams of homeowner-
ship may need to be postponed if
what you are concerned about is
true.

Dear Abby: I'm a 37-year-old
woman who has had to move
back to my mother’s home after
ending a long-term relationship.
I love her dearly and appreciate

her letting me stay with her until
I can get back on my feet. The
problem is, I never have any alone
time at home or even out when [
socialize. She’s close with all my
friends and frequently goes to the
same bars and restaurants I do.
When I go out on weekends,
she invariably asks me where
I’m going and then shows up
and sits with me and my group.
I love her, but I really need some
space. I'm single. I want to meet
people when I'm out, and I can’t
do it with her there. When I try to
talk to her about it, she gets upset
and thinks I don’t “ever” want
her around. That’s not true. I just
want my own social life without
her ALWAYS being there. Please
help. — Needing Space In New
Jersey

Dear Needing Space: It’s time
for an adult conversation with
Mama. Explain that you enjoy her
company but need some time by
yourself — whether it’s at home
or with your friends. If you don’t
want her beside you all the time
when you’re home, agree on a
place you can retreat to for some
solitude — like your bedroom.

When you’re going out with
friends, be clear that you want
some time with them without her
being present because it inhibits
you. This does not mean she’s
not ever welcome, but maybe half
the time. Encourage her to spend
more time with her own friends.
If she doesn’t have any, help her to
find some. Your problem may be
that your mother is simply lonely
and starved for company.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

Artist says NYC tribute removed in permit snafu

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Have a heart,
New York!

A giant red heart sculpture
installed last week in Central Park
as a tribute to health care workers
and COVID-19 victims has been
taken down — an apparent casu-
alty of confusion and red tape.

Italian sculptor Sergio Furnari
says he was walking by the park
Thursday, Oct. 28, with friends
when he noticed that his “Heroes
Heart Monument” was gone.

When he went to file a police
report, he said, he was bounced
from police station to police sta-
tion until a police officer on Oct.
29 showed him video of people
removing the 10-foot-tall, 3,000-
pound monument and placing it
on a truck.

“They literally broke my
heart,” Furnari said when reached
Oct. 29.

Furnari conceded he did not
have a permit to place the heart in
the park but considered a $4,000
grant he received from New
York City’s government to be his
permit for the temporary instal-

lation. He said he considered
the removal of his memorial “an
abuse of power.”

A message seeking comment
was left with the Central Park
Conservancy, the nonprofit that
manages the park on behalf of the
city. Furnari said he planned to

Dieu-Nalio Chery/The Associated Press, File
Italian sculptor Sergio Furnari poses for pictures in front of “The Hero Monument”
heart sculpture that he made, a symbol of hope and love dedicated to health care
workers around the world, Monday, Oct. 25, 2021, in in New York. The giant red
heart sculpture installed this week as a tribute to health care workers and COVID-19
victims has been taken down — an apparent casualty of confusion and red tape.

go to the organization on Nov. 1
to find out what happened to his
heart.

Furnari said he wanted the
sculpture to be a place for emo-
tional and spiritual solace in the
bustling city and not just a pop-
ular spot for selfies, though he

said he was cool with that, too.

The work was an extension of
another piece he created earlier in
the pandemic: a life-size sculpture
of a health care worker kneeling
with arms stretched to the sky.

In an interview prior to the
sculpture’s removal, the artist
explained his vision for the piece.

“Everybody suffers in different
ways and needs all different types
of comfort,” Furnari said. “I hope
this heart helps them remember
their loved ones and cope with
the grief. For a moment, they can
forget about their problems.”

Man with knife injures 17
on Tokyo train, starts fire

TOKYO — A man dressed in
Batman’s Joker costume and bran-
dishing a knife on a Tokyo com-
muter train on Sunday, Oct. 31,
stabbed several passengers before
starting a fire, which sent people
scrambling to escape and jumping
from windows, police and wit-
nesses said.

The Tokyo Fire Department
said 17 passengers were injured,
including three seriously. Not all

of them were stabbed and most of
the other injuries were not serious,
the agency said.

The attacker, identified as a
24-year-old man, was arrested on
the spot and was being investi-
gated on suspicion of attempted
murder, NHK said. His motive
was not immediately known.

Nippon Television reported
that the suspect told police that he
wanted to kill and get a death pen-
alty, and that he used an earlier
train stabbing case as an example.

Witnesses told police that the
attacker was wearing a bright
outfit — a green shirt, a blue suit
and a purple coat — like the Joker
in Batman comics or someone
going to a Halloween event,
according to media reports.

Tokyo police officials said the
attack happened inside the Keio
train near the Kokuryo station.

Television footage showed a
number of firefighters, police offi-
cials and paramedics rescuing
the passengers, many of whom
escaped through train windows.
In one video, passengers were
running from another car, where
flames were gushing.
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PINNACLE CHAISE
ROCKER RECLINER

\ 3699

e Free Delivery

® In-Store Credit
e 70 Store Buying Power
* Decorating Assistance

MORRISON
only

%649

1520 ADAMS AVENUE
La GRANDE, OREGON 97850
(541) 963-4144 » 388-449-2704

No other recliner
gives you these
exclusive features...

The most reclining positions

with 18 comfort levels plus a back
& footrest that racline independently

Removable back design
o chair

Total body &
lumbar support
in all positions

o
Adjustable reciining tension

F d La-Z-Boy

for smooth raclining motion

HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 9:30 am-6:30 pm. Sat. 9:30 am-5:30 pm. Sun. 12 noon-4 pm




