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Good Day Wish    

To A Subscriber

A special good day to 

Herald subscriber Kevin 

Stanbro of Baker City.

Local, 3A

Sarah Fry quickly 

learned that listening to 

music while she painted 

wasn’t going to work. Fry 

started painting a mural 

on the sidewalk in front of 

Bella Main Street Market 

on Oct. 2.

BRIEFING

Senior needs plan 

to be presented

Community Connection 

of Northeast Oregon Inc. 

will have a public hearing 

(Zoom and phone) to pres-

ent the results of its Senior 

Needs Assessment for the 

Area Plan on Monday, Oct. 

19, at 1 p.m. To access the 

meeting on Zoom, go to 

www.ccno.org/publicmeet-

ing for the link.

The Area Plan is an 

overview of senior servic-

es that Community Con-

nection provides and the 

service delivery systems 

for the next four years.  

Community members are 

encouraged to attend and 

provide feedback to help 

improve senior programs 

in Baker County.

Fair board to meet 

Tuesday, Oct. 20

The Baker County 

Fair Board will have its 

monthly meeting on 

Tuesday, Oct. 20, at 6 p.m. 

at the Fair offi ce, 2600 East 

St. Social distancing will 

be followed.

QUICK HITS

WEATHER

Today

55 / 27

Mostly sunny

Friday

68 / 40
Mostly sunny

The space below is for 

a postage label for issues 

that are mailed.

Three 

vying 

for 

city’s 

top 

job

Councilors 
balk at 
police use 
of force 

policy

By Chris Collins

ccollins@bakercityherald.com

The Baker City Council 

has chosen two men from 

out of state and one Orego-

nian as fi nalists to replace 

Fred Warner Jr. as Baker 

City manager.

The three are Steve 

Ashworth of Alpine, Wyo-

ming; Jonathan Cannon 

of Saluda, North Carolina; 

and Scott McClure of Mon-

mouth.

The seven city councilors 

voted unanimously Tues-

day to name Ashworth and 

Cannon as fi nalists.

McClure gained sup-

port from Mayor Loran 

Joseph and councilors Arvid 

Andersen, Jason Spriet and 

Randy Schiewe. 

See Finalists/Page 5A

By Chris Collins

ccollins@bakercityherald.com

City Manager Fred 

Warner Jr. said Wednesday 

morning that he regretted 

rushing an excessive use of 

force policy for the police de-

partment on to the agenda 

for Tuesday night’s City 

Council meeting.

The late addition to the 

agenda prompted concern 

from some councilors and 

led to a decision to delay 

policy approval until more 

public comment could be 

solicited.

The brief policy was not 

proposed by the city.

It is required by adminis-

trators of a $1 million feder-

al Community Development 

Block Grant awarded to 

New Directions Northwest 

to build a Wellness Center 

for clients that will be ad-

jacent to the mental health 

agency’s new offi ce building 

at 13th and K streets.

See Police/Page 5A

Back To ClassFirst Day Of In-Person Classes For Elementary Students Since March

Jayson Jacoby/Baker City Herald

Students gathered outside Brooklyn Primary School Wednesday morning before the school’s doors opened 

at 8 a.m. for the fi rst day of in-person classes since March.

By Jayson Jacoby

jjacoby@bakercityherald.com

Leelah Wallace was so excited about 

her fi rst day of fi rst grade Wednesday 

— the real fi rst day — that she could 

hardly bear to sit beside her mother, 

Erica, on a bench just outside Brook-

lyn Primary School.

Leelah, who’s 6, hopped off the 

bench and scurried behind it, looking 

toward the school’s front door.

Asked whether she was ready for 

her fi rst in-person class in 7 months, 

Leelah’s enthusiastic answer didn’t 

lose a decibel despite her cheetah-print 

face mask.

“Yeah!”

Not that she was content with a 

single-word response.

Leelah launched into the sort of 

jubilant monologue that is the sole 

province of kids whose age is still one 

digit.
She covered topics including her 

teacher — Mrs. Robertson — and a re-

cently completed drawing that Leelah 

is especially proud of.

“She’s really excited,” Erica said 

with the smile of a mom who knows 

no adjective is quite capable of captur-

ing the spirit of a 6-year-old.

Erica shared her daughter’s attitude 

about the resumption of in-person 

classes.
See Schools/Page 2A

Jayson Jacoby/Baker City Herald

Erica Wallace and her daughter, Leelah, 6, waited outside Brooklyn 

Primary School Wednesday morning.

FINALISTS FOR     

BAKER CITY MANAGER

Feds allocate money for forest work

By Jayson Jacoby

jjacoby@bakercityherald.com

The long-term effort to reduce the 

risk of catastrophic wildfi res on federal 

forests in the northern Blue Moun-

tains will speed up starting in 2021.

The U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture has allocated $2.7 million for 

the federal fi scal year, which started 

Oct. 1, for restoration projects on the 

Wallowa-Whitman and Umatilla 

national forests.

And local Forest Service offi cials 

hope that’s just the fi rst stage in a 

campaign that will continue for a 

decade.

“We want to focus on a backlog of 

projects,” said Steve Hawkins, deputy 

fi re staff offi cer on the Wallowa-Whit-

man.
Those are projects for which the For-

est Service is basically ready to hire a 

contractor, as soon as money is avail-

able for the work, Hawkins said.

The $2.7 million from the Collabora-

tive Forest Landscape Restoration 

Program will help the forests start 

to chip away at that pile of waiting 

projects.

Although the details of the work 

vary depending on the area of the 

Blue Mountains involved, the general 

concept is to cut some of the trees, pri-

marily smaller-diameter ones, that are 

growing in higher densities than was 

historically the case in the northern 

Blues, Hawkins said.

See Forests/Page 3A

$2.7 MILLION SET ASIDE FOR PROJECTS ON WALLOWA-WHITMAN, UMATILLA FORESTS
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Good Day Wish    

To A Subscriber

A special good day to 

Herald subscriber Pam 

Barker of Baker City.

Home, 1B

Among the highlights of 

visiting an apple orchard 

are those hot, crispy apple 

cider doughnuts. After a 

day of picking apples, they 

are a treat. 

BRIEFING

Bulldog Gold 

Cards support BHS 

football program

Bulldog Gold Cards, 

which support the Baker 

High School football pro-

gram, are still available 

for purchase.  They can 

be purchased through the 

main offi ce at Baker High 

School, 2500 E St., for $10.  

Christmas Bazaar 

set for Dec. 4-5

Baker County 4-H and 

OSU Extension are host-

ing the annual Christmas 

Bazaar on Dec. 4 and 5 at 

the Baker County Fair-

grounds show barn, 2600 

East St. Hours are noon to 

5:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 

4, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 

Saturday, Dec. 5.

To reserve a vendor 

space, call the Baker 

County Extension Offi ce 

at 541-523-6418. Tables 

are $40 each. There is 

no charge to attend the 

bazaar, and there will 

be ample parking. Local 

artists, crafters, cooks and 

others will be selling their 

wares at the event.

WEATHER

Today

59 / 21

Sunny

Wednesday

60 / 24
Sunny

Full forecast on the back 

of the B section.

The space below is for 

a postage label for issues 

that are mailed.
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Couple Raising Thousands Of Pheasants Near Baker City

By Jayson Jacoby

jjacoby@bakercityherald.com

The Baker City Council will discuss a 

proposal tonight to spend $200,000 to buy a 

parcel that will expand public access to the 

city’s Central Park.

The Council meets at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 

1655 First St. The number of audience 

members will be limited due to COVID-19 

restrictions.

City offi cials have been seeking for the 

past 3 years to buy property from Greg 

Sackos between Central Park and Resort 

Street, according to a report to councilors 

from City Manager Fred Warner Jr. 

The only current access to the park is on 

foot or bicycle via the Leo Adler Memorial 

Parkway, the paved path along the east side 

of the park, next to the Powder River. The 

park is between Washington and Valley 

avenues.

See Property/Page 2A

2 virus 

cases at 

Haines 

School

By Chris Collins

ccollins@bakercityherald.com

Two students at Haines Elementary 

School have tested positive for COVID-19.

The two were among a group of students 

who showed symptoms of possible illness 

during a routine daily screening before they 

entered the school on Thursday, Oct. 22, 

Baker School District Superintendent Mark 

Witty said Monday morning.

Each day staff members take students’ 

temperatures, make a visual check of their 

well-being and ask questions about their 

health.

See Haines/Page 2A

■ 2 students at Haines 

Elementary tested positive 

for COVID-19 this weekend

City looks to 
buy property
adjacent to 
Central Park

The Bird Business
■ Farm’s location along Highway 7 has attracted flocks of gawkers

By Jayson Jacoby

jjacoby@bakercityherald.com

It’s harvest time on Jason Dex-

ter’s farm and his bumper crop 

seems destined to spill blood.

From anyone who happens to 

get in their way.

“You might want to duck and 

cover your head,” Dexter sug-

gests to a visitor.

The advice sounds reasonable 

given that Dexter offers it amid 

a maelstrom of whirring wings 

and slashing talons and thrust-

ing beaks, all moving much too 

quickly for human refl exes to 

mount a credible 

defense that de-

pends on dodging.

Talons is a bit of 

an exaggeration.

Dexter and his 

wife, Jeanie, aren’t 

raising hawks or 

some other carnivorous raptor on 

their property beside the Powder 

River about 13 miles southwest 

of Baker City.

But the ring-necked pheas-

ants, which are about the size of 

a chicken though rather more ag-

ile, are quite capable of infl icting 

the sorts of injuries associated 

with avian attacks.

“I’ve been scratched, pecked, 

and one fl ew right into my chest 

and knocked the wind out of me,” 

Dexter, 48, said on the sunny but 

cool afternoon of Oct. 22. “The 

only thing that annoys me is that 

they like to fl y at your head.”

The pheasant farm the Dex-

ters started this spring isn’t just 

a business.

The operation has also become 

a roadside attraction.

See Pheasants/Page 3A

Jayson Jacoby/Baker City Herald

Cheryl Krantz, left, and her husband, Gary, corral pheasants on Thursday, Oct. 22, at Powder 

River Pheasants. Their son, Jason Dexter, and his wife, Jeanie, started the farm in March.

Jayson Jacoby/Baker City Herald

Gary Krantz drives pheasants into a pen where the roosters will be netted.

Dexter

City fire chief 
drops ‘interim’  
from his title

Baker City’s interim fi re 

chief, Sean Lee, no longer has 

“interim” as part of his title.

City Manager Fred Warner 

Jr. announced Monday that 

Lee is the city’s offi cial fi re chief 

starting today. He will work 

three-quarters time for Baker 

City while continuing as chief of the Baker 

Rural Fire Protection District.

See Chief/Page 2A

Lee
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To A Subscriber

A special good day to 

Herald subscriber Robert 

Moon of Baker City.

Local, 3A

UNION COUNTY — 

While some faith organi-

zations in Union County 

have foregone in-person 

services and gatherings 

around the Christmas 

holiday to avoid spread-

ing COVID-19, others have 

forged ahead despite the 

risk.

In Island City, the Light-

house Pentecostal Church 

plans to hold a three-day 

youth conference over the 

New Year holiday, raising 

concerns about COVID-19 

transmission.

Nation, 5A

WEST PALM BEACH, 

Fla.  — President Donald 

Trump has signed a $900 

billion pandemic relief 

package, ending days of 

drama over his refusal to 

accept the bipartisan deal 

that will deliver long-

sought cash to businesses 

and individuals and avert 

a federal government 

shutdown.

The deal also provides 

$1.4 trillion to fund govern-

ment agencies through 

September and contains 

other end-of-session pri-

orities such as an increase 

in food stamp benefi ts.

The signing Sunday, at 

his private club in Florida, 

came as he faced esca-

lating criticism over his 

eleventh-hour demands 

for larger, $2,000 relief 

checks and scaled-back 

spending even though the 

bill had already passed the 

House and Senate by wide 

margins.

WEATHER

Today

35 / 20

Sunny

Wednesday

35 / 26
Snow late

The space below is for 

a postage label for issues 

that are mailed.
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By Corey Kirk and             

Samantha O’Conner

Baker City Herald

Some Baker City merchants 

saw a boost in sales leading up to 

Christmas, but the pandemic also 

continues to affect businesses.

Johna Almond, who owns The 

Kids Closet, said her sales picked up 

the third week of December, after be-

ing slow the fi rst half of the month.

Prior to the holiday season, Al-

mond said, her sales were about 40% 

of what they were during 2019.

Almond said she has adjusted to 

COVID-19 by placing arrows and 

six-foot spacers in her business to 

direct customers, who are required 

to wear face masks.

“I sanitize all the surfaces and 

I sanitize the fl oors as well every 

night,” Almond said. “I don’t do any 

fi tting rooms at the moment.”

She believes Baker City business-

es benefi ted from offering gifts that 

aren’t readily available elsewhere.

“A lot of the shops have unique 

gifts and unique items that you 

probably won’t fi nd online,” Almond 

said.
At the Squeaky Stirrup, owner 

Dylan Glock said holiday sales were 

“all right.”

“As good as a guy can do when no-

body has any money or is scared to 

spend any,” Glock said. “My business 

is doing OK.”

But not as good as he expected, 

two and half years after opening in 

a Broadway Street building that he 

said had been empty for 13 years.

Glock said the upward trajectory 

in his sales has stopped during the 

pandemic.

“I was climbing to where I thought 

it might kind of peak out, but I’m 

way less than that because every-

body’s scared to spend their money,” 

he said. “But that’s pretty common 

with the whole pandemic and every-

thing.”
Glock said he’s disappointed to see 

how restrictions on businesses are 

harming the local economy.

See Merchants/Page 3A

Some merchants saw holiday sales boost

Baker County Sheriff, Lieutenant Find Pair Of Hunters In Wallowas

By Jayson Jacoby

jjacoby@bakercityherald.com

The city of Huntington is appealing a 

$9,193 civil penalty issued by the Oregon De-

partment of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 

for several violations of the city’s wastewater 

discharge permit.

The city, pending the appeal, has not had 

to pay the fi nes, said Jennifer Young, Hun-

tington city recorder.

Young said she expects to have an “infor-

mation discussion” with DEQ offi cials in 

early January.

In a Nov. 12 letter to the city, Kieran 

O’Donnell, manager of the DEQ’s Offi ce of 

Compliance and Enforcement, wrote that “by 

failing to comply with permit requirements, 

the city of Huntington increased the risk 

that its wastewater disposal harmed public 

resources.” See Appeals/Page 5A

Leo Adler 

Foundation 

has new 

leader

By Lisa Britton

For the Baker City Herald

This year brought changes to the Leo 

Adler Foundation, but it is, and always will 

be, locally controlled.

“We are so hands-on. We hold everything 

pretty tight,” said Carrie Folkman, incoming 

chair of the committee.

Folkman has served on the 

Foundation since December 

2014. She is taking over as 

chair from Norm Kolb, who has 

stepped down after 25 years as 

Foundation chair.

“It is both an honor and great 

privilege to accept this responsibility and 

build upon the strong foundation,” Folk-

man said. “Norm Kolb has provided faithful 

leadership and a steadfast vision of Leo’s 

fi nal wishes. I am grateful to follow in his 

footsteps.” 

According to a press release, Kolb led 

community investment of more than $36.2 

million in scholarships and grants, including 

the funding of more than 9,200 scholarships 

and 1,400 nonprofi t community projects. He 

will remain active on the committee and help 

mentor Folkman.
See Adler/Page 2A

■ Carrie Folkman of Baker 

City is the new chair of the 

committee, replacing Norm 

Kolb, who served 25 years

Huntington 

appeals DEQ  
penalties

Cold, But Safe 

By Jayson Jacoby

jjacoby@bakercityherald.com

The cruel cold of a winter 

night in the Wallowa Mountains 

was sapping Cody McCue’s 

energy, but he wasn’t leaving.

Not until the two missing 

hunters were found.

Baker County Sheriff Travis 

Ash and Lt. Ryan Downing of 

the county’s parole and proba-

tion department were commit-

ted to the search as well.

A rescue effort that involved 

that trio, along with the search 

and rescue teams from the sher-

iff’s offi ces in both Baker and 

Union counties, resulted in the 

rescue Sunday morning, Dec. 

27, of two bobcat hunters. They 

were overtaken by nightfall and 

spent the night in a snowbound 

canyon with only a small fi re 

to ward off temperatures that 

turned Ash’s fl eece gloves into 

ice sculptures in just a few 

minutes.

Both hunters were tired, 

cold and hungry, but neither 

was hurt, Ash said on Monday 

morning.

Joseph Curtis, 31, and 

Michael A. Frazier, 16, both of 

Baker City, were accompanied 

by a hound dog. She was also 

uninjured, Ash said.

The incident started Satur-

day afternoon, Dec. 26, when 

McCue and James Coles of 

Baker City fi nished a day-long 

snowmobile ride along Forest 

Service Road 77. That’s a popu-

lar snowmobile route that starts 

at Catherine Creek Summit 

along Highway 203, about 14 

miles southeast of Union and 25 

miles northeast of Baker City. 

Road 77 leads east into the Wal-

lowas toward Eagle Creek.

McCue said that when he 

and Coles returned to Cathe-

rine Creek Summit around 3:30 

p.m., Bill Frazier, who’s Michael 

Frazier’s father, asked if they 

had seen any other snowmobil-

ers.
McCue said Bill Frazier told 

him about the two hunters, 

who also had a snowmobile but 

hadn’t returned to the highway.

McCue said he told the elder 

Frazier that, with night falling 

soon, he was willing to come 

back if the pair failed to show 

up.
“I just had a gut feeling,”     

McCue said.

See Rescue/Page 3A

Travis Ash/Contributed Photo

Lt. Ryan Downing of the Baker County Parole and Probation Department joined Sheriff  Travis 

Ash in searching for, and eventually rescuing on Sunday morning, Dec. 27, two hunters who 

spent the previous night in the Wallowa Mountains northeast of Baker City.

Adler
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Best Educational Coverage, by Jayson Jacoby

___________________________________________

2nd Place
Best Writing, by Jayson Jacoby

_____________________________

1st Place
Best Local Column, by Jayson Jacoby

___________________________________

3rd Place
Best Spot News Coverage, by Jayson Jacoby

Baker City's
Newest Brewery
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Sat 2pm to 8pm
Closed Sun-Tues
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By ZEKE MILLER

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Chil-
dren age 5 to 11 will soon be 
able to get a COVID-19 shot 
at their pediatrician’s offi ce, 
local pharmacy and poten-
tially even their school, the 
White House said Wednesday, 
Oct. 20 as it detailed plans for 
the expected authorization 
of the Pfi zer shot for younger 
children in a matter of weeks.

Federal regulators will 
meet over the next two weeks 
to weigh the benefi ts of giving 
shots to kids, after lengthy 
studies meant to ensure the 
safety of the vaccines.

Within hours of formal 
approval, expected after the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention advisory 
meeting scheduled for Nov. 
2-3, doses will begin ship-
ping to providers across the 
country, along with smaller 
needles necessary for inject-
ing young kids, and within 
days will be ready to go 
into the arms of kids on a 
wide scale.

“We’re completing the 
operational planning to 
ensure vaccinations for kids 
ages 5-11 are available, easy 
and convenient,” said White 
House COVID-19 coordinator 
Jeff Zients on Wednesday.

The Biden administra-
tion notes the nationwide 
campaign to extend the 
protection of vaccination to 
the school-going cohort will 
not look like the start of the 
country’s vaccine rollout 10 
months ago, when scarcity 
of doses and capacity issues 
meant a painstaking wait for 
many Americans. The country 
now has ample supplies of the 
Pfi zer shot to vaccinate the 
roughly 28 million kids who 
will soon be eligible, White 
House offi cials said, and have 
been working for months to 
ensure widespread availabil-
ity of shots once approved.

More than 25,000 pediatri-
cians and primary care pro-
viders have already signed on 
to administer COVID-19 vac-
cine shots to kids, the White 
House said, in addition to the 
tens of thousands of retail 
pharmacies that are already 
administering shots to adults. 
Hundreds of school- and 
community-based clinics will 
also be funded and supported 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to help 
speed putting shots into arms.

The White House is also 
preparing to mobilize a 
stepped-up campaign to edu-
cate parents and kids about 
the safety of the shots and 

the ease of getting them. As 
has been the case for adult 
vaccinations, the administra-
tion believes trusted mes-
sengers — educators, doctors, 
and community leaders — 
will be vital to encouraging 
vaccinations.

While children are at 
lower risk than older people 
of having serious side effects 
from COVID-19, those serious 
consequences do occur – and 
offi cials note that vaccination 
both dramatically reduces 

those chances and will reduce 
the spread of the more 
transmissible delta variant in 
communities, contributing to 
the nation’s broader recovery 
from the pandemic.

“COVID has also disrupt-
ed our kids lives. It’s made 
school harder, it’s disrupted 
their ability to see friends 
and family, it’s made youth 
sports more challenging,” U.S. 
surgeon general Dr. Vivek 
Murthy told NBC on Wednes-
day. “Getting our kids vac-

cinated, we have the prospect 
of protecting them, but also 
getting all of those activities 
back that are so important to 
our children.”

Murthy said the adminis-
tration, which is promoting 
employer vaccine mandates 
for adults, is leaving the 
question of requirements 
for schools to local and state 
offi cials, but called them 
“reasonable.”

“Those are decisions on, 
when it comes to school 

requirements, that are made 
by localities and by states,” he 
told NBC’s “Today.” “You’ve 
seen already some localities 
and states talk about vaccine 
requirements for kids. And 
I think it’s a reasonable 
thing to consider to get those 
vaccination rates high. And 
it’s also consistent with what 
we’ve done for other child-
hood vaccines, like measles, 
mumps, polio.”

The administration notes 
that kids who get their fi rst 
shot within a couple weeks 
of the expected approval in 
early November will be fully 
vaccinated by Christmas.

The U.S. has purchased 
65 million doses of the Pfi zer 
pediatric shot — expected to 
be one third the dosage for 
adults and adolescents — 
according to offi cials, more 
than enough for every kid in 
the age group. They will ship 
in smaller packages of about 
100 doses each, so that more 
providers can deliver them, 
and they can be stored for 
up to 10 weeks at standard 
refrigeration temperatures.

About 219 million Ameri-
cans aged 12 and up, or 66% 
of the total population, have 
received a COVID-19 shot 
and nearly 190 million are 
fully vaccinated.

White House details plans to vaccinate children ages 5-11
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A teenager from Glen Rock in Bergen County, New Jersey, gets a coronavirus 

vaccine at Hackensack University Medical Center. Federal offi cials are preparing to 

roll out the Pfi zer vaccine for children ages 5 to 11.

By SARA CLINE

Associated Press/Report for 

America

PORTLAND — It was 
nearly last call on a Friday 
when Jacob Eli Knight 
Vasquez went to get a drink 
across the street from the 
tavern where he worked in 
northwest Portland — an 
area with a thriving dining 
scene, where citygoers enjoy 
laid-back eateries, interna-
tional cuisines and cozy cafés.

The 34-year-old had been 
at the pizza bar only a short 
time when shots rang out. 
Vasquez was struck by a 
stray bullet and died at the 
scene.

His killing in late Septem-
ber was one of the 67 homi-
cides this year in Portland 
— a city on pace to shatter its 
previous record of 66 slayings 
in 1987.

Fear and frustration with 
gang violence have settled 
over the metropolis, as stories 
like Vasquez’s make some 
wary to go out at night. 

Unlike previous years, more 
bystanders are being caught 
in the crossfi re — from people 
mourning at vigils and sitting 
in cars to children playing in 
a park.

“People should be leery 
because this is a dangerous 
time,” said Lionel Irving Jr., a 
lifelong Portland resident and 
a gang outreach worker.

Portland’s police depart-
ment is struggling to keep 
up amid an acute staffi ng 
shortage and budget cuts. 
Now, Oregon’s largest city is 
implementing novel solutions 
aimed at improving safety, in-
cluding adding traffi c barrels 
to prevent drive-by shootings 
and suspending minor traffi c 
stops so offi cers can focus on 
immediate threats.

But critics say the liberal 
Pacifi c Northwest city, home 
to more than 650,000 people, 
is fl ailing.

“Let’s please untie the 
hands of our law enforcement 
offi cers,” Vasquez’s brother-
in-law, Don Osborn, said 

outside the business where 
Vasquez was slain. “I believe 
if the proper tools were in 
place for our law enforcement 
offi cers, this wouldn’t even 
have happened.”

So far this year, Port-
land has had about 1,000 
shootings, 314 people have 
been injured by bullets, and 
fi rearms have accounted for 
three-quarters of homicides. 
Police attribute much of the 
gunfi re to gangs, fi ghts and 
retaliation killings, but they 
are also affecting bystanders.

Nine-year-old Hadar Ke-
dem recently told city leaders 
about a dangerously close 
call when she was caught in 
gunfi re earlier this year.

Hadar had been playing 
with her father, brother and 
dog at a northeast Portland 
park when a group of people 
in ski masks started shoot-
ing. Hadar and her family 
dove for cover behind a metal 
equipment bin. One bullet 
landed within feet of the 
fourth-grader.

“I know that not only do 
I want change, but everyone 
wants change,” Hadar said 
during a City Council meet-
ing last month. “I want to 
feel safe.”

Nationally, homicides 
increased by nearly 30% from 
2019 to 2020, based on FBI 
data. However, in Portland, 
deadly violence is increasing 
at a faster rate than nearly 
all major cities, with an 83% 

increase in homicides in 2020.
Portland has had more 

homicides in 2021 than some 
larger cities, including San 
Francisco, and twice as many 
as its larger neighbor, Seattle. 
Other hard-hit Western cities 
include the Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, metro area, which has 
about 679,000 residents and 
has had a record 97 homicides 
this year.

Portland police have 

struggled to quell the violence 
with a force 128 offi cers below 
its authorized strength. Since 
August 2020, about 200 offi -
cers have left the department. 
Many, in their exit interviews, 
cited low morale, lack of sup-
port from city offi cials and 
burnout from months of racial 
justice protests, which often 
ended in plumes of tear gas 
before largely dying down 
since summer.

‘A dangerous time’: Portland sees record homicides


